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PREFACE. 



** liTet of great men all remind ni 
We may make oar Urea sablime, 
And, departing, leave behind na 
Foot-prints on the sands of "Hme.** 

"DIOGRAPHY is History teaching by example. It is the basis 
of all historical structures. The Chronicles of the nations 
are composed of the sayings and doings of their men and women. 
These make up the sum of History. 

Sallust says, " I have often heard that Quintus Maximus, Pub- 
lius Scipio, and other renowned persons of the Roman Com- 
monwealth, used to say that, whenever they beheld the images 
of their ancestors, they felt their minds vehemently excited to 
virtue. It could not be the wax, nor the marble, that possessed 
this power ; but the recollections of their great actions kindled 
a generous flame in theii* breasts, which could not be quelled 
till they, also, by Virtue, had acquired equal &me and glory." 

It is with the earnest desire of producing precisely such effects 
upon the minds and hearts of the young people of our country, 
that this volume has been prepared — ^that these images have been 
set up. The Roman youth were excited to great, and generous, 
and virtuous deeds, by the sight of material objects and the 
voices of Orators. Our youth have their aspirations for noble 
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IV PREFACE. 



achievements awakened and cherished more by the silent yet 
potent ministration of Books which tell of men worthy to be 
imitated as examples, or studied as warnings, than by merely 
sensuous impressions. 

The materials for this book have been drawn from the Annals 
of the United States of America, as Colonies and as a Federal 
Republic. Such persons have been selected, as examples, who 
seemed to illustrate by their lives, some special phase in the po- 
litical, religious, and social life of our country, during its won- 
derful progress from its earliest settlement until the present 
time. I have endeavored to present such prominent points of 
character and deeds, in their lives, as would give the reader a 
general idea of their relative position in the history of their 
times ; and have also aimed to make the brief sketches so at- 
tractive and suggestive, as to excite a desire in the youn^ to 
know more of these characters and their historical relations, and 
'^Kiis to persuade them to enter upon the pleasant and profitable 
employment of studying the prominent persons and events of 
our Republic. If this volume shall achieve that result, the 
pleasure experienced by the Author in the preparation of it, vhH 
be distributed according to his desire. 



Thb Ridcob^ Dotbb Plaiks, N. Y. 
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JOHN WINTHROP. 

rB PniGBiM Fathers* planted the seeds of the Plymouth Colony, amid the 
December snows, in 1620. Eight years afterward other emigrants, with 
John • Bndicott at their head, as governor, founded the colony of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, at Salem. In 1629, John Winthrop, a wealthy Puritan, resolved 
to convert his large estate into money, and link his fortunes with this new 
colony. He was chosen to succeed Endicott, as governor, before he left England, 
and soon after his arrival in June, 1630, he chose the peninsula of Shawmut, on 

1. In the year lOOB, John Robinson, a pious pastor of a flock In the north of England, who would not 
conform to the rituals of the Established Church, fled, with his people, to Holland, to avoid persecution. 
They fUt that they were only PUgrims, and assumed that name. Toward the close of 1620, about 100 
of them, including women and children, arrlTed on the shores of Gape C!od Bay In the ship May Flower, 
and planted a colony where the town of Plymouth now stands. They are known as The Pilgrim 
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10 WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

which the city of Boston now stands, for a residence, because pure water gushed 
from its hiUsL There he founded the ftiture metropolis of New England. > 

John Winthrop was bom in Groton, Suffolk county, England, on the 12th of 
June, 1587, and was educated for the profession of the law. Theological studies 
possessed greater charms for him, and the peculiar seriousness of Mb mind led 
him to Puritanism,^ as he found it at the beginning of King Charles' reign. 
Because of his many admirable qualities, he was chosen governor under the 
charter granted in 1829, and was therefore really the first governor of Massa- 
chusetts, notwithstanding the earlier services of Endicott, as head of the actual 
settlers. 

Winthrop held his first court, composed of deputy-governor Dudley and mem- 
bers of the Council, on the 23d of August, 1630, under a large tree at Charles- 
town; and the first topic brought under consideration was a suitable provision 
for the support of the gospel, Mr. Winthrop was a man of great benevolence. 
It was his practice to send his servants among the people at meal-time, on 
trifling errands, with instructions to report the condition of their tables. When 
informed of any who appeared to want, he always sent a supply from his own 
abundance. He was also merciful as a magistrate, for he considered it expe- 
dient to temper the severity of law with more lenity in an infant colony than in 
a settled state. Because of his lenity toward offenders, he was charged, in 1636, 
of dealing "too remissly in point of justice.'' The ministers decided tiiat "the 
safety of the gospel " required more rigor; and, contrary to the motions of his 
own liberal heart, he was obliged to yield. So zealous were the chief men of 
the colony in favor of rigorous discipline, that deputy Dudley, a bigot of the 
strictest stamp, was chosen governor, in place of Winthrop, in 1634 ; but the 
latter was re-elected in 1637, and held the office of chief magistrate most of the 
time, until his death. 

Governor Winthrop came to America a wetUthy man, but died quite poor. 
His benevolent heart kept his hand continually open, and he dispensed contorts 
to the needy, without stint. He regarded all men as equally dear in the eyes 
of their Maker, yet his early education blinded him to the dignity of true democ- 
racy. He regarded it with much dis&vor ; and when the people of Connecticut 
asked his advice concerning the organization of a government, he replied, "The 
best part of a community is always the least, and of that least part the wiser 
are still less." He had little fiuth in "the people." Worn out with toils and 
aflSictions, this fiuthful and upright magistrate entered upon his final rest on the 
26th of March, 1649, at the age of sixty-one years. 







WILLIAM BREWSTER. 

|NE of the noblest of the Pilgrim Fathers, was William Brewster, the spiritual 
guide of those who land^ on Plymoutii Rock, in bleak December, 1620. 
He was bom in England in 1560, and was educated at Cambridge. Willam 
Davidson, Queen El^beth's ambassador to Holland, was his fHend and patron 
in youth. When a wicked policy caused the Queen to disgrace and even de- 
stroy innocent men, Davidson, who had been appointed Secretary of State, was 
« great sufferer. Brewster, with a grateful loyalty, adhered to him as long as 

1. Bott<m WM so Dftmed in honor of John Cotton, minister of Boston. England, who came to Amerieft 
) 16SS, and was a|»point«d teacher in the chnrch in Wlnthrop's capital 

2. Those who would not conform to the rituals of the BsUblished Church of Bncland, and ]»rofeiM4 
creat purity of life, as wel] as of dOQtrine, w«r« call«d r^BiTAirs, in deiWon. It Mi sliico hoeoine aa 
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he could serve him, and then retired among his friends in the North of England. 
His religious zeal there burned brightly, and his hand and purse were ever open 
in well-doing. He finally became disgusted with the assumptions and tyranny 
of the Established Church, and joined a society of separatists, under the pastoral 
care of John Robinson. Mr. Brewster's house was their Sabbath meeting-place 
for worship ; and when, finally, these non-conformists were obliged to flee fiiom 
hierarchical persecution, that good Christian attempted to leave friends and 
country, and follow. He was arrested, with others, and imprisoned at Boston, 
in Lincolnshire, in 1607 ; but as soon as he obtained his hberty, he sailed for 
Holland. His estate had become exhausted, and at Leyden he opened a school 
for instruction in the English language. He also established a printing-press 
there, and published several books. 

Mr. Brewster was greatly beloved, and was chosen an elder in the church at 
Leyden, over which his old pastor presided. It was in that capacity that he 
sailed, with " the youngest and strongest" of Mr. Robinson's floci, in the May 
Flower, late in 1620. He suffered and rejoiced with the Pilgbims, in all their 
strange vicissitudes ; and for almost nine years, he was the only regular dis- 
penser of the Word of Life to the Puritans, in the little church at Plymouth. 
He preached twice every Sunday ; but could never be persuaded to administer 
the sacraments. It was in that church at Plymouth that the largest Uberty was 
first granted to the laity. It was a common practice for a question to be pro- 
pounded on the Sabbath, and all who felt ** gifted" were allowed to speak 
upon it. This liberty finally became a great annoyance to the ministers, and 
much difficulty ensued. It had free scope while Elder Brewster officiated, but 
when Rev. Ralph Smith was settled as pastor over the Plymouth church, he en- 
deavored to check it Elder Brewster died on the 16th of April, 1644, at the 
age of eighty-three years. 



STEPHEN DAY. 

rB first printer who practiced his art within the domain of the United States 
was Stephen Day, a native of London. The Rev. Jesse Glover, one of the 
earhest patrons of Harvard College, presented that institution with a font of 
type, and others contributed money to buy a press. In 1638, Mr. Glover, then 
in London, engaged Day to accompany him to America, to take charge of the 
printing-house at Cambridge. Glover died on the voyage, but Day arrived in 
safety, with his patron's widow and children, and commenced work in January, 
1639. His first production was Tfie Freemcm's Oath; and soon afterward he 
printed an Almanac made by a mariner named Pierce, in which the year begins 
with March. The first book^the first one printed in America — was the PsaJms 
in Meier, containing three hundred pages, and was known as The Bay FsaJm 
Book, He printed several Almanacs, and also some astronomical calculations by 
Urian Oakes, then a youth, and id^rward President of Harvard College. 

Day was an unskijfiil printer; yet, being the only one in the colony, he was 
80 much esteemed, that the general court of Massachusetts granted him three 
hundred acres of land, in 1641. He fi^quently complained that his printing was 
unprofitable. He continued in the business until the beginning of 1649, when 
his establishment went into the hands of Samuel Greene, who came to Cam- 
bridge with his parents at the age of sixteen years. Greene continued the 
business until near the close of the century, and many writers have spoken of 
him as the first printer. Day expired at Cambrid^ on the 2^d of Pegember, 
1668, »t the age of aJjout fifty-eight years. 
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BENJAMIN OHUROH. 

rCP to Miles Standish, the warrior-pilgrim of the May Flower, Benjamin 
Church was the most distinguished military hero in early New England 
history. He was bom at Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1639, and was instructed 
in the trade of a carpenter, by his father. He went to Duxbury to reside, and 
was pursuing his vocation there when King Philip's war broke out.* That great 
chief of the Wampanoags had long kept inviolate the treaty made with the 
white people by his father, Massasoit; but when provocations multiplied — ^when 
he saw spreadhig settlements reducing his domains, acre by acre, breaking up 
his hunting grounds, diminishing his fisheries, and menacing his nation with 
servitude or annihilation, — his patriotism was aroused, and he willingly listened 
to the hot young warriors around him, who counselled a war of extermination 
against the English. Philip struck the first blow at Swanzey, thirty-five miles 
south-west from Plymouth ; and for ahnost a year this dreadful war went on, 
and extended even to the valley of the Connecticut river. Nearly all of the 
New England tribes joined Philip in his enterprise. The white people banded, 
and struck the savages with vigorous blows in all directions. Among their 

1. Phfllp was a son of Massasoit, and he and Ws brother were named respectively Philip and Alex- 
ander, by the white people, in oompUment to their bravery. Beeanse, after the death of his Hither, he 
became chief sachem ofhis powerful tribe, he was called King PhUip.— See page 9& 



Digitized by 



Google 



MILES STANDISH. 18 



leaders, Captain Church was the bravest of the braye ; and in the Spring of ldT6 
he completely broke the power of the New England tribes. Almost three 
thousand Indians had been slain or had bowed in submission, and Philip was a 
hunted fagitive. He was chased firom place to place, and refused to yield. He 
deft the head of a warrior who dared to propose submission ; and a curse upon 
the white people was ever upon his lips. At length the "last of the Wampa- 
noags " was compelled to yield to the pressure of drcumstanoes. He went 
stealthily back to the home of his fathers, at Mount Hope. Soon his wife and 
son were made prisoners, and his spirit drooped. "Now my heart breaks," 
said the brave warrior ; " I am ready to die." A few days afterward a fiuthless 
Indian shot him, in a swamp, and Captain Church, with his own sword, cut oflf 
the dead sachem's head. Lacking the magnanimity of a true soldier, the pro- 
fessed Christian leader disfigured the senseless body, then quartered it, and hung 
it upon trees, declaring, "Forasmuch as he caused many an Englishman's 
body to lie unburied and rot above the ground, not one of his bones shall be 
buried." The chieftain's head was carried to Plymouth on a pole, where it was 
exposed for several years, and his right hand was sent to the governor of Maa- 
sadiusetts. The rude sword of Church which cut off Philip's bead Is now a 
cherished relic in the library of the Historical Society of the "Old Bay State." 

If we censure Church's want of magnanimity as a soldier, what shall we Bay 
of the Christian charity of the Plymouth people in the disposal of King Philip's 
son. It was a subject for serious consideration. Some of the elders of the 
church proposed putting him to death ; while the more merciftil ones proposed 
to sell lum into slavery in Bermuda. The most profitable measure appeared the 
Mndestj and the innocent child was sold mto perpetual bondage. 

Captain Church lived many years after the war, at different places in the 
vicinity of Narraganset Bay, in Rhode Island. His last place of residence was 
Little Compton, where, on the 17th of January, 1718, he was thrown from a 
horse. He was very corpulent, and the shock of his fell ruptured a blood 
vessel, which caused his death in the course of a few hours, at the age of seventy- 
nine years. 



MILES STANDISH. 

rHE " Hero of New England," as Captdn Standish is called, was, like many 
h other heroes and great men, rather diminutive in person. Hubbard, the his- 
torian, says, when speaking of him, "A little chimney is soon fired: so was the 
Plymouth captain, a man of very small stature, yet of a very hot and angry 
temper." He was bom in Lancashire, England, about the year 1584. He was 
a soldier by profession, and was serving in the Netherlands when Mr. Robinson, 
with his PtLGBiM fiock, settled at Leyden. There he joined the Puritans, and 
came with them to America, in the May Flower. When that vessel anchored in 
Cape Cod Bay, and it was thought expedient to explore the bleak shore to find 
a good landing-place, Standish was among the first to volunteer for the service. 
He was one of those who passed the first Christian Sabbath, after their arrival, 
in deep snow upon a barren island in Plymouth harbor; and he was the second 
man who stepped upon Plymouth Rock. 

Standish was very serviceable to the English when the Indians showed signs 
of hostility, and they relied much upon his military skill and personal bravery. 
Wherever the duties of his profession called him, there he was always found. 
Two years after the establishment of the Puritans at Plymouth, he was called to 
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protect a new colony at Wissagusset (now Weymcnith), who had exasperated 
the Indians by begging and stealing. Thej had been sent over by a wealthy 
London merchant, and most of tiiem were quite unfit for the business of found- 
ing a state. The Indians resolved to destroy them ; but, throng the agency 
of Massasoit, a firm friend of the English, the conspiracy was revealed to the 
Plymouth people in time for Captain Standish to march thither with a small 
company and avert the blow. When he arrived, his anger was fiercely kindled 
by the insolence of Pecksuot, the chie^ and his few followers. Pecksuot 
sharpened his knife m the presence of Standish, and said, *' Though you are a 
great captain, you are but a little man ; and though I be no sachem, yet I am 
a man of great strength and courage.** Standish had the prudence to check 
his resentment ; but the next day, when the chie^ and about the same number 
of his followers as Standish had with him, were m a room with the white 
people, the captain gave a signal, and five of the savages were slam. Standish 
snatched Pecksuot's knife fh)m him, and with it slew its owner. When Mr. 
Robinson (the original pastor of the Pilgrims, and who remained in Holland) 
heard of this event, he wrote to the Church of Plymouth "to consider the dis- 
position of their captain, who was of a warm temper. He hoped that the Lord 
had sent him among them for good, if they used him right ; but he doubted 
whether there was not wanting that tenderness of the life of man, made after 
God's image, which was meet; and he thought that it would have been happy 
if they had converted some before they had killed any." 

Captain Standish settled in Duxbury, Massachusetts, about 1631 ; and a place 
near his residence is still called Captain's Hill. During almost the whole time 
of his residence in the colony, he was an assistant ma^strate. He died at his 
house in Duxbury, in the year 1656. 



ISAAC ALLERTON. 

T^HE May Flower passengers may all be considered " distinguished Americans,'' 
1 because they left their birth-land forever, and became founders and citizens 
of a new empire in this Western World. Of the noble band who signed a con- 
stitution of government' in the cabin of the May Flower, at Cape Cod, Isaac 
AllertOQ was the fifth to append his name to that instrument He survived the 
terrors of the first winter in New England,^ afterward became the agent at the 
settlers in negotiating the purchase of the new possessions from those of the 
company in London, who had ftimished capital for the enterprise ;3 and, as an 
enterprising trader, became the founder of the commerce of New England. He 
established a trading post near the mouth of the Kennebeck, in 1627, and made 
several business voyages to England. He also established trading posts at 
Penobscot and Machias. In 1 635, ho opened a profitable trade with New Haven, 
New Amsterdam, Virgmia, and even with the West Indies. He finally made 
New Amsterdam (now New York) his chief place of residence, and traded prin- 
cipally in tobacco. In 1643, when the English began to exert a considerable 
infiuence in the affidrs of New Amsterdam, and a council of eight men repre- 
lented ''the people, Mr. Allerton was chosen to fill a seat in that body. 



1. The flnt wriUm constttntlon adopted by a free people. 

2. Of the one hundred Pilobimb only forty rarvived. 
S. Some London merofaanti " " ' *■' ' 

enterpriie. The serrlce of ea 

reeerred nntfl the end of seven year*. 

■ereo yeai% the aettlen bonght of the merchant* their intareit in tha Teuton. 



irchanti fbrmed a partnership with the Pilqbims, and ftambhed eapltal f<n> th» 
ce of each emigrant was valaed as a capital of ten poonda, and all proflti mn 
of seven ycMtrs. The conamunitysy stein did not work well, and at the and of tte 
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Mr. AUerton was accompanied in the May Flower by his wife and four chil- 
dren. His wife died soon, after their arrival; and in 1627, he married Fear, a 
daughter of Elder Brewster, the spiritual guide of the Pilgbim adventurers.* 
She, also, died in 1634. He was again marrried, for we have an account of 
his shipwreck, with his mfe, on the coast of Massachusetts, in 1644. The time 
and place of his death is not known, some asserting that he returned to England, 
and others that he died in the city of New Amsterdam (New York), in 1 669. 



OANONIOUS. 



ONE of the most renowned sachems among the New England tribes waa 
Oanonicus, the head of the Narragansets when the Pilgrim Fathers found- 
ed New Plymouth. He regarded the advent of the white men with a jealous 
fear; and in 1622, feeling strong, with about five thousand fighting men around 
him, he sent a challenge to Grovemor Bradford, of the Plymouth colony, not- 
withstanding Massasoit, the chief sachem of the Wampanoags, was the friend 
of the English. His token of defiance was a bundle of arrows, tied with a 
snake skin. Bradford sagaciously filled the skin with powder and ball, and 
sent it back to Ganonicus. The chief had never seen the like before, and he 
regarded these substances with superstitious awe. They were sent fix)m village 
to village, and excited so much alarm, that the sachem sued for peace, and made 
a treaty of friendship, which he never violated ; notwithstanding, he often re- 
ceived provocations that would have justified him in scattering s^ compacts to 
the winds. 

When Roger Williams became an exile from Massachusetts, he found a friend 
in Oanonicus, who gave him all the land in the vicinity of Providence, for a set- 
tlement. Williams found more love and generous sentiment in the heart of that 
forest monarch than among his own countrymen at Boston. When the Pequot 
war broke out in 1837, Ganonicus stood firmly in defence of the English ; and 
a deputation from Massachusetts, who appeared before his island throne opposite 
Newport, were received with friendly assurances. His palace was a bu&ding 
fifty feet in length, made of upright poles, covered with branches and mats. 
The royal dinner given to the ambassadors consisted of boHed chestnuts for 
bread, plenty of venison, and a dessert of boiled pudding made of pounded In- 
dian com, well filled with whortle-berries. After again assuring the ambassadors 
of his friendly intentions, he advised the Pequots to bury the hatchet. They 
refused to listen, and were utterly destroyed by the combined forces of the Eng- 
lish, the Narragansets, the Mohegans, and the Niantics. 

In 1638, Oanonicus began to feel the infirmities of age, and resigned his gov- 
ernment into the hands of his nephew, Miantonomoh. That chief was afterward 
made a prisoner by Uncas, " the last of the Mohegans," and murdered by the 
consent of the English. The resentment of Oanonicus was aroused, and he could 
hardly be restrained from declaring war against the white people. Prudent 
counsels prevailed in his cabinet, and peace was maintained. In the beautiful 
month of June, 1647, this "wise and peaceable prince," as Williams caUs him, 
died at his seat on Oonannicut Island, opposite Newport, at the age of eighty- 
five years. 

1. The praetlee of the Pnrituu of giving their children the nunes of morml qnalitles, was ezempUfled 
in Brewtter'i fiunjay. His two dan^ters were named respectively Ftar and Love ; and his son's name 
was WrmMng, 
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POCAHONTAS. 

" She was a soft landscape of mild earth. 
Where all was harmony and calm quiet, 
Luxuriant, budding." Btbon. 

SIJOH was the sweet little Indian girl, the &Yorite daughter of the powerfbl 
Emperor of the Powhatan Confederacy^ in Virginia, when the white people 
laid the foundations of a new empire there. When a site for a settlement was 
chosen, Captain Smith, the boldest of those early adventurers, penetrated the 
interior, and was taken prisoner. His captor carried him in triumph from vil- 
lage to village, and then presented him to the Emperor, in his forest palace at 
Werowocomoco. Smith was condemned to die. With his arms pinioned, and 
his head upon a huge stone, he was doomed to have his brains dashed out by a 
blow from a club. When the executioner advanced, Pocahontas, then a girl 
ten or twelve years of age, leaped from her Other's side, where she sat trem* 
bling, clasped the head of Smi1& in her arms, and implored his life. 

* How could that stem old king deny 
The angel pleading in her eye? 
How mock the sweet, imploring grace, 
That breathed in beauty m>m her fiftoe, 
And to her kneeling action gave 



And to her kneeling action gave 
' A power to soothe, and still subdoe, 
Until, though humble as a slave, 
To more than queenly sway she grewl 



ban queenly sway she grew?" 

The Emperor jrielded, and Smith was spared. 

1. This was ft confederacy of more than twenty Indian tribes in the rleinity of the James, York aa4 
Potomac rlTers. Powhatan was not the family name of the father of Pocahontas, bat the title of the 
>r, the same as the title of Pharaoh^ for the Egyptian kings, in the time of the Jevlali boodat** 
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Two years after this event, the Indians formed a conspiracy to exterminate 
the white people. Again Bocahontas became an angel of deliverance. Turing 
a dark and stormy night she left her fiither^s cabin, sped to Jamestown, informed 
Smith of his danger, and was back to her couch before dawn. It was no won- 
der that the English regarded the Indian princess with great esteem ; and yet, 
when Smith had left the colony, and indolence and licentiousness had iUll sway, 
that gentle girl was ruthlessly torn from her kindred, and held a prisoner on 
board of an English vesseL Argall, a rough, half-piratical mariner, desirous of 
extorting advantageous terms of peace from her &ther, bribed a savage, by the 
gift of a copper kettle, to betray her into his hands. Powhatan loved his child 
tenderly, and offered five hundred bushels of com, and a promise of friendship 
toward the English, for her ransom. But other bonds, more holy than those of 
Argall, now detained her. While on the ship, a mutual attachment had budded 
and blossomed between her and John Rolfe, a fine young Englishman, of good 
fiunily. With the consent of her father, Pocahontas received Christian baptism, 
witb the title of "the Lady Rebecca," and she and her lover were married. 

In 1616, Pocahontas accompanied her husband to England, where she was 
received at Court with all the distinction due to a princess. But the silly 
bigot on the throne was highly indignant because one or his subjects had dared to 
marry a lady of royal blood, and absurdly apprehended that Rolfe might lay 
claim "to the crown of Virginia I" Afraid of the royal displeasure. Captain 
Smith, who was then in England, would not allow her to call him /o^^er, as she 
desired to do. She could not comprehend the cause ; and her tender, simple 
heart was greatly grieved by what seemed to be his want of affection for her. 
She remained in England about a year ; and when ready to embark for America 
with her husband, she was taken sick, and died at Gravesend, in the flowery 
month of June, 1617, when not qujn twenty-two years of age. She left one 
son, Thomas Rolfe, who afterward Decame quite a distinguished man in Vir- 
ginia. His only child was a daughter, and from her some of the leading fam- 
ilies in Virginia trace their descent. Among these were the Boilings, Hem- 
mings, Murrays, Guys, Eldridges and Randolphs. The late John Randolph, of 
Roanoke, boasted of his descent fit)m the Indian princess. 



JOHN ELIOT. 

GREAT efiforts have been made from time to time to Christianize portions of 
the aboriginals of our country, but none have been more successful than 
those put forth during the early days of New England settlements, by one who 
has been justly termed the Apostle to the Indians. John Eliot was bom in 
Essex county, England, in 1604. He was educated at the university of Cam- 
bridge, and was engaged in school teaching for several years. He became^ a 
gospel minister; and in 1631, arrived at Boston, and commenced ministerial 
Sibors there. He was afterward associated with Mr. Wilde at the head of a 
congregation in Roxbury ; and these, with Richard Mather, were appointed^ in 
1639, to make a new metrical version of the Psalms. 

Looking out upon the dusky tribes around him, the heart of Mr. Eliot was 
troubled by a view of their spiritual destitution, and he resolved to preach the 
gospel among those heathen neighbors. The twenty tribes known to the Eng- 
lish spoke a similar language, and when he had mastered it sufficient to be un- 
derstood by them, he began his labors. His first sermon was preached to them 
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in the present town of ITewton, in October, 1646. He saw blossoms of promise 
at that first gathering, and very soon fruit appeared, to his great joy. Although 
yiolently opposed by the Indian priests, whose "craft was in dajiger," and a£o 
by some of the sachems and chiefe, he was not dismayed, bol penetrated the 
deep iiidldemess in all directions, relying solely upon his God for protection. 
Finally, an Indian town was built at Natick, and a house of worship, the first 
for the use of the Indians ever erected by Protestants in America,* was reared 
there in 1660. Many received the rites of baptism and the Lord^s Supper, after 
being thoroughly instructed in religious doctrines and duties. 

Mr. Eliot translated the New Testament into the Indian language, and pub- 
lished it in 1661 ; and in the course of a few years he established several con- 
gregations among these children of the forest, extending even as &r as Gape 
Cod. He obtained unbounded influence over them ; and he was also their pro- 
tector when, during King Philip's war, the Massachusetts people wished to 
exterminate the Indians, without discrimination. It was estimated that there 
were five thousand " praying Indians," as the converts were called, among the 
New England tribes, when Philip raised the hatchet 

When the weight of fourscore years bowed the pious apostle, and he could 
no longer visit the Indian churches, he persuaded a number of fiimilies to send 
then- negro servants to him to be instructed in Gospel truth, and thus he labored 
for benighted minds, until the last. With the triumphant words, " welcome joy," 
upon his lips, the venerable and fiuthful servant died, on the 20th of May, 1690, 
at the age of eighty-six years. 



ROGER WILLIAMS. 

rB annunciation of new theories, whether in science, government, religion, 
or ethics, which dash with prevailing dog^mas, is always met with soofi^ 
and frowns, if not with actual persecution. The stand-point of reformers is 
always in advance of current ideas, and the true value of such men can only be 
appreciated when their labors have ceased, and they are sleepmg with the dead. 
To such a character we turn when we contemplate Roger WiUiams, the great 
champion of toleration, and of private judgment in religious matters. He was 
bom in Wales, in 1699, and was educated at Oxford. He was a minister in the 
Church of England for a short time, but his independent principles soon led him 
to non-conformity, and he came to America to indulge in the free exercise of 
his opinions. He arrived in February, 1631, and in April following, he was 
chosen assistant mimster at Salem. His extreme views concerning entire sep- 
aration from the Church of England were not palatable to many of his brethren; 
and his asserted independence of the magistracy in religious matters drew upon 
him the condenmation of that entire class and their friends. He left Salem and 
went to Plymouth in 1632 ; but, on the death of the minister at the former 
place, he returned there, and took sole charge of the congregation, in 1634. 
There he proclaimed his peculiar views with more vehemence than ever; and 
in his excessive zeal for toleration, and individual liberty of thought and action, 
he became as mtolerant as his opposers, without their excuse of care for the 
stability of the church and civil government He asserted that an oath ought 
not to be administered to an unregenerate man; that a Christian ought not to 

1. French Jeraits had Already estoblifhed missioiiftry itatioiii od the St Lawrenee, and eren on the 
borders of the fteatlakei. - 
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pray with an unregenerate man; that "^ace" at table ought to be omitted; 
and having formed a separate congregation, he even refused to commune with 
members of his own church who did not separate entirely from all connection 
with the "polluted New England churches." He finally declared the Massa- 
chusetts charter void, because the land had not been purchased from the Indians, 
and " reviled magistrates." The general court passed a sentence of banishment 
against him in 1635, and early in January, 1636, he left the colony for the wil- 
derness toward Narraganset Bay, to avoid being seized and sent to England. 
After severe trials and hardships, he purchased lands from the Indians at the 
head of Narraganset Bay, and there founded a town, and named it Providence. 
He offered a free asylum to all persecuted people, and many joined him there. 
Time mellowed his extreme opinions, and he became a pattern of toleration. 
He also became a Baptist ; and when he formed a civil government, it was 
purely democratic. He, as the head, had no privileges but those which were 
common to all. He labored zealously for the spiritual and temporal good of the 
Indians ; and in 1643 he went to England to obtain a royal charter. Already 
other settlements of his friends had been made on Rhode Island.* In the spring 
of 1644, a free charter of incorporation was granted, and these several settle- 
ments were united under the title of the Rfwde Island and Providence Plantar 

1. The Indian name was AquitUir, or Amiitneek. It wan named Rhode Island because oC the red c olor 
of its Duuiih^ shore, produced by cranberries. The Dutch called it Koodt Eylandt. 
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turns. He again went to England in 1651, as agent for the colony, where he 
remained until 1654. On his return he was made president of the colony, in 
which office he was succeeded, in 1657, by Benedict Arnold. 

Roger "Williams was an eminent peace-maker between the white people and 
the Indians, and on twa occasions he no doubt saved those who banished him 
to the wilderness, from utter destruction. While all sects were permitted to 
enjoy entire freedom within his domains, he was fierce in controversy against 
the Quakers. In 1672, he held a public dispute with leaders of that sect at New- 
port, for three days, and one day at Providence, an account <3f which he after- 
ward published, under the title of " George Fox digged out of his Burrows." A 
preacher, named Burroughs, was one of the disputants in iavor of the principles 
of Fox. 

Roger Williams died at Providence, in April, 1683, aged eighty-four years. 
His name is cherished as the first founder of a state in the New World, where 
freedom to worship Grod according to the dictates of the individual conscienoe^ 
was made an organic law. 



MIANTONOMOH. 

ONE of the most renowned of the warriors of the New England Indians, waa 
Miantonomoh, sachem of the Narragansets, and nephew and successor of 
Canonicus. He took a share in the government of his aged unde, in 1636, and 
was the warm friend and bene&ctor of the first settlers of Rhode Island. He 
joined Captain Mason against the Pequods in 1637 ; and the following year he 
was associated with Uncas, the chief sachem of the Mohegans, in a treaty of 
peace and friendship with the English ^t Hartford The two sachems agreed 
not to make war upon each other, without first appealing to the English. An 
occasion soon appeared. Uncas was the aggressor; and by the consent of the 
governor at Hartford, Miantonomoh, at the head of eight hundred warriors, 
marched into the Mohegan country. A severe battle ensued on a great plain 
near Norwich. By stratagem Uncas gained the victory, and Miantonomoh was 
made a prisoner, with one of his brothers, and two sons of Canonicus. They 
were sent to Hartford, and the English were asked to decide what should be 
done with the royal prisoner. The question was referred to an ecclesiastical 
tribunal, consisting of five of the principal ministers of New England. They 
decided to hand him over to Uncas for "execution without torture," within the 
dominions of that sachem. It was an ungenerous and wicked decision, for 
Miantonomoh had ever been a firm friend of the English, without the selfish 
incentives that governed Uncas. But just then, a covetous desire to possess 
the land of Uncas made them willing to secure his fevor, even by so foul a pro- 
cedure. Delighted with the verdict of his Christian allies, the equally savage 
Mohegan, with a few trusty followers, conducted Miantonomoh to the spot where 
he was captured, near Norwich, and there a brother of Uncas stepped up behind 
the unsuspecting victim and cleft his head with a hatchet. The noble Mian- 
tonomoh was buried where he was slain ; and to this day the locality is called 
Sachem*8 Hain. This transaction aroused the fierce ire of the Narragansets 
against the English, and they had the sympathy of the surrounding tribes. 
Hatred of the English and of their boasted Christianity, became deep-rooted, 
and was one of the principal causes which led to the bloody contest known as 
Kmg Philip's war, about thurty years later. Miantonomoh was about fi^-four 
years of age at the time of his dea^ 
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WILLIAM PHIPPS. 

^ /IIBGIJMSTANOES make men what they are," is a general tmth which 
\j few persons of observation will deny. William Phipps illustrated the 
trath in his life and character, in an eminent degree. He was bom in the then 
fkr-off wilderness at Pemaquid, now Bristol, in tiie state of Maine, on the 2d of 
Pebroary, 1851. His father was a gun-smith, and migrated to America, with 
Winthrop's party, in 1630. William was the tenth of twenty-six children by 
the same mother. He lived in the wilderness imtil he was eighteen years 
of age, without any special aim for life. Then he was apprenticed to a ship 
carpenter for four years. At the expiration of his minority and servitude ho 
went to Boston, and there, for the first time, studied reading and writing. 
Charmed with the tales of seamen, among whom his business c^tst his lot, he 
resolved to seek his fortunes on the ocean. He left Boston when he was twenty- 
four years of age, and after many adventures and hardships, he discovered a 
Spanish wreck on the coast of St. Domingo, and from it fished up pearls, plate, 
and jewels, to the value of a million and a half of dollars. With this treasure 
he Sidled for England, where he divided the booty so equitably among the sea- 
men, that his own share amounted to only eighty thousand dollars. That was 
a large fortune for the time ; and James the Second was so much charmed by 
the talent and general character of Phipps, that he knighted him. Three years 
afterward he returned to Boston, where he took rank in the best society. 

In 1690, Sir William Phipps commanded an expedition against Port Boyal, 
in the French territory of A(»die, now Nova Scotia. His expedition comprised 
eight or nine vessels, and about eight hundred men. He seized Port Royal, 
brought Acadie into subjection, and obtained suflQoient property, by plundering 
the people, to pay the expenses of the enterprise. This success encouraged the 
New England colonies to coalesce with New York in effbrts to subdue Canada, 
then held by the French. Sir William commanded a naval expedition against 
Quebec, which Massachusetts alone fitted out He sailed fh>m Boston with 
^irty-four vessels and a thousand men, reached Quebec in safety, and landed 
his troops; but the strength of the city, and the lack of cooperation on the part 
of the land troops, caused him to abandon the undertaking and return home. 
He was soon afterward sent to England to solicit aid in further warfare against 
the French and Indians. He also asked for the restoration of the old chaiter of 
Massachusetts, taken away by Andros.* Aid for war was refused; and King 
William, instead of restoring the old charter, granted a new one, under which 
Sir William was appointed the first governor, by the king, on the nomination 
of Increase Mather. He arrived at Boston in May, 1692, and was instrumental 
in stopping prosecutions for witchcraft, then in fearful activity in the colony.^ 
The same year he went to Pemaquid, with four hundred and fifty men, and 
built a fort there. He was removed fh>m office in 1694, when he went to Eng- 
land, and received positive promises of restoration. But death soon closed lus 
career. He died in London, on the 18th of February, 1695, at the age of forty- 
foor years. 

1. Bdmnnd Androa was Mnt to New Bncland, by Jftm«s the Second, to take *w*7 the several charters 
of the colonies, and consolidate the whole under one government, with himself at the head as the direct 
rep re ss atatl ve of royaltv. The revolution of 168B, drove James f^m the throne, and placed William of 
Oraace and his win, Mary, there. It was to William that Phippa appealed for the restoration of the 
•hartert taken awav bv Andros. The new charter was not so acceptable to the people as the old one. 

a. Sm sketch of Dr IfatUr. 
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PETER STUYVESANT, 

THE founding of the great commercial city of New York was the work of 
beaver-hunting Hollanders, at a time when ships from the Zuyder-Zee were 
in the far^distant waters of the East Indies, and the navies that sailed from the 
Texel were mistresses of the ocean. Holland then controlled the commerce of 
the world. A company was chartered to plant trading stations in the region 
discovered by Henry Hudson,* and when settlements were established there, 
governors were sent to administer poHtical rule. Of the five employed at dif* 
ferent times by the company, Peter Stuyvesant was the ablest and the last He 
was a son of a clergyman in Friesland, where he was bom in 1602, and was edu- 
cated for the ministry in the High School at Praneker. There he acquired a 
knowledge of Latin, with which he played the pedant in after life. Liking the 
military art better than theology, he entered the army, and rose to distinction 



1. Hudson discovered the Bay of New York and the riTer bearing his name, al the dose of tba fi 
BMroflflOS. He was then in the service of the Dvteh Bait India Oon^any. 
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on account of his bravery. His talent commended him to the Dutch West India 
CJompany,* and he was appointed its first director, or governor, of Cura^oa. 

In 1644, Stuyvesant led an expedition against the Portuguese on the island 
of St. Martin, and lost a leg in an engagement there. He went to Holland for 
surgical aid, and soon afterward he received the appointment of first director of 
the province of New Netherland, as the Dutch possessions on the Hudson were 
called. He arrived at New Amsterdam (now New York) in May, 1647. He 
found everything in confusion, and the seeds of democracy growing rapidly, be- 
cause of the tyrannous and dishonest rule of his predecessor. Stuyvesant was 
an aristocrat, and his profession made him an iron man, as a ruler. He at once 
commenced much-needed reforms, and declared his honest desire to improve the 
condition of the people ; but he told them frankly that he considered it " treason 
to petition against one's magistrates, whether there be cause or not." Governed 
by such sentiments, he ruled vigorously for almost twenty years. He destroyed 
the power of a growing Swedi^ colony on the Delaware,* settled boundary dis- 
putes with the English in Connecticut, and by conciliatory measures made the 
Indians so friendly, that the New England people believed the silly story that 
he was leagued with the savages to destroy the Puritans. 

When Charles the Second was restored to the throne of his fisithers, he gave 
the territory of New Netherland to his brother James, Duke of York. The 
duke sent a fleet to take possession.^ Stuyvesant jrlelded with great reluctance; 
and in September, 1664, New Amsterdam was surrendered to the English, and 
was named New York. Stuyvesant retired to his bouerie or fium, near the 
East River, where he lived in dignity and quiet until August, 1682, when he 
died. His wife was Buth Bayarc^ a Huguenot Their remains lie in a vault 
under St Mark's Church, in the dty of New York. 



EDWARD WINSLOW. 

ONE of the most accomplished men who came to America in the Ma/yFlawer^ 
was Edward Winslow, a native of Worcestershire, England, where he was 
bom on the 19th of October, 1595. Whilst travelling in Europe, he became 
acquainted, at Leyden, with the Bev. John Bobinson, ^e pastor of the PUgrims 
there. He joined that church in 1617, married a young lady there, and made 
Leyden his place of residence until his departure for America. He was one of 
the companions of Miles Standish in the search for a landing-place for the May 
Flower passengers; and being a young man of great energy, he became one of 
the most usefid men in the colony. Massasoit became much attached to him ; 
and in 1623, hearing of the severe illness of that sachem, Winslow visited him, 
and by the skilful use of some medicines, restored him to health, and won his 
unbounded gratitude. On that occasion, as on many others, the brave young 
Hobbomac, one of Massasoit's warriors, who lived with the white people, was 
guide and interpreter. In the following Autumn, Mr. Winslow went to England 
as an agent for the colony ; and the next Spring he returned, and introduced 

1. This company was formed after the cUacoveries of Hadson, and was invested -with almost vice-regal 
powers for carrying on trade and making settlements in America and on the coast of Africa. 

2. Peter Minait, an offended director of the Dutch West India Company, went to Sweden and proposed 
to lead a colony of Swedes to the New World. A Steediah Wat India Company was formed ; and In the 
Spring of 1688, Minnit and a considerable number of settlers located upon the Delaware, on the site of 
the present New Castle. They called the country New Sweden, and proposed to establish a provincial 
government, but the more powerful Dutch overthrew all their plans, and the colonists became subjects 

S. S^laod claimed all America from Newfoundland to Florida, by vtitne of early coast ezplontions. 
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the first oattle into New England.' He made voyages to England and other 
places for the benefit of the Plymouth colony, and for private commercial pur- 
suits; and, in 1633, was elected governor. Twice, subsequently, he was elected 
chief magistrate of the colony, when Bradford declined serving, and always per- 
formed Ms duties with great satis&ction to his constituents. He made many 
coast voyages, even as hi south as Manhattan, for trading puiposes ; and in 
1635, went to England again, when, on a charge of performing illegal clerical 
services at Plymouth, made by the mendacious Thomas Morton, he was impris- 
oned four months. There, and during a subsequent visit to his native country, 
he was active in founding a society for propagating the gospel in New England, 
which was incorporated in 1649. He was so highly esteemed in his native 
country, that public employments were thrust upon hun, and he never returned 
to America. He was appointed a commissioner to determine the amoimt of the 
restitution to be made to England, by Denmark, for marine spoliations ; and in 
1655, Cromwell appointed him the first of three commissioners to superintend 
an expedition against the Spaniards in the West Indies, in which admiral Penn, 
father of William, was a conspicuous actor. Governor Winslow accompanied 
the expedition. It failed to accomplish its object ; and while the fleet was 
passing between the islands of St. Domingo and Jamaica, he died of a fever, on 
the 8th of May, 1655, at the age of sixty years. Mr. Winslow's wife was among 
those of the May Flower, who died during the Winter and Spring of 1621. 
William White also died at about the same time, and within two months after- 
ward Winslow and White's widow were married. This was the first marriage 
of Europeans in New England. Mrs. Winslow was not only the first bride, 
but the mother of the first white child bom in New England, her son. Peregrine 
White, having been bom on board the May Flower while that vessel lay an- 
chored in Gape Cod Bay. 



WILLIAM PENN. 

IN glorious contrast with the inhumanity of Spaniards, Frenchmen, and many 
Englishmen, stands the reoord on History's tablet of the kindness and ju»- 
tioe toward the feeble Indian, of the founder of Pennsylvania. 

** Thon'lt find,'* said the Quaker, *' in me and mine, 
But friends and brothers to thee and to thine, 
Who abuse no power, and admit no line 

'Twixt the red man and the white." 
And bright was the spot where the Quaker came 
To leave his hat, his drab, and his name, 
That will sweetly sound from the truo^ of Fame, 

'Till its final blast shall die.— Haitxah F. Oould. 

William Penn was bom in the city of London, on the 14th of October, 1644, 
and was educated at Oxford. His father was the eminent admiral Penn, a great 
fiivorite of royalty. William was remarkable, in early youth, for brilliant talent 
and unaffected piety. While yet a student he heard one of the new sect of 
Quakers preach, and, with other students, became deeply impressed with the 
evangelical troths which they uttered. He, with several others, withdrew fix)m 
the Jistablished Church, worshipped by themselves, and for non-conformity were 
expelled firom the ooUege. Penn's father sought, in vain, to reclaim him ; and 
when, at length, he refhsed to take off his hat in the presence of the admiral, and 

1. HoTMS w«i« not iatroduMd until 1644. P«opU rod« on ball*. Hiatory and po«try haT« •rrmsomly immtcwI 
that whan John Aldan want to marry PriMllla Mnllina,ha covrrad a bull with a piaca of handaoma clow, sad oa 
kia ratom ha aaatad tha bride on tha bull and gallantly led the animal himsel£ 
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eyen of the king, he was expelled from the parental roof He was sent to gay 
France, where he became a polished gentleman after a residence of two years; 
and on his return he studied law in London until the appearance of the great 
plague in 1665. He was sent to Ireland in 1666, to manage an estate there 
belonging to his &ther, but was soon recalled, because he associated with Qua- 
kers. Again expelled from his Other's house, he became an itinerant QusdEcr 
preacher, made many proselytes, suffered revilings and imprisonments "for 
conscience sake," and at the age of twenty-four years, wrote his celebrated 
work, entitled No Gross, no Crown, while in prison because of his non-conformity 
to the (Siurch of England. He was released in 1670, and soon afterward be- 
came possessor of the large estates of his father, who died that year. He con- 
tinued to write and preach in defence of his sect, and went to Holland and 
Germany, for that purpose, in 1617.^ 

la March, 1681, Penn procured ftx)m Charles the Second, a grant of the terri- 
tory in America which yet bears his name ; and two years afterward he visited 
the colony which he had established there. He founded Philadelphia— dty of 
brotherly love — ^toward the close of the same year; and within twenty-fimr 
months afterward, two thousand settlers were planting their homes there. Penn 
returned to England in 1684, and through his influence with the king, obtained 
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the release of thirteen hundred Quakers, then in prison. Because of his personal 
friendship toward James, the suooeesor of Charles (who was (hiven from the 
throne by the revolution of 1688, and had his place filled by his daughter, Mary, 
and WilUam, Prince of Orange), he was suspected of adherence to the &Ilen 
monarch, and was imprisoned, and deprived of his proprietary rights. These 
were restored to him in 1694 ; and in 1 699, he again visited his American colony. 
He remained in Pennsylvania until 1701, when he hastened to England to op- 
pose a parliamentary proposition to abolish all proprietary governments in 
America. He never returned. In 1712, he was prostrated by a paralytic dis- 
order. It terminated his life on the 30th of July, 1718, at the age of seventy- 
four years. Penn was greatly beloved by the Indians ; and it is worthy of 
remark that not a drop of Quaker's bldod was ever shed by the savages. 



THOMAS HOOKER, 

TTHB true heroes of America are those who, from time to time, have left the 
1 comforts of civilized life and planted the seeds of new states deep in the 
wilderness. Among the remarkable men of that stamp was the Reverend 
Thomas Hooker, the first minister of Cambridge, Massachusetts, and one of the 
pioneer settlers in Connecticut He was born in Leicestershire, England, in 
1586, and was educated in Emanuel College, Cambridge. He began his labors 
as a Christian minister at about the time of the death of James the First, when 
Archbishop Laud began to harass the non-conformists. In 1630, Mr. Hooker 
was silenced, because of his non-conformity to the Established Church, and he 
founded a gp*ammar school at Chelmsford. His influence was great ; and &lling 
under the ban of Laud, he was obliged to fly to Holland, where he became aa 
assistant minister to Dr. Ames, both at Delft and Rotterdam. He came to 
America with the Reverend Mr. Cotton, in 1633, and was made pastor of the 
church at Cambridge in the Autumn of that year. 

In 1636, this "light of the western churches," with other ministers, their 
&milies and flocks, in all about one hundred, left the vicinity of Boston for the 
Connecticut valley, where the English had already planted settlements. It was 
a toilsome journey through the swamps and forests. They took quite a number 
of cows with them. These browsed upon the shrubs and grazed in swamp 
borders, and their milk afforded subsistence for the wanderers. The journey 
was made in the pleasant month of June, and on the 4th of July they reached 
the flowery banks of the Connecticut, and received the hearty greetings of wel- 
come of the little band of settlers who were seated on the site of the present 
city of Hartford. There, in the little meeting-house already built, Mr. Hooker 
preached when the Sabbath came, and administered the sacrament of the Loi-d's 
Supper to alL A greater portion of Mr. Hooker's followers settled at Hartford, 
while some chose Wethersfield for a residence; and others, from Roxbury,went 
up the river twenty miles, and founded Sprin^eld. 

Mr. Hooker was one of the most powerful preachers of his time, and wrote 
much and well, on religious subjects. While preaching in the great church of 
Leicester, before he left England, one of the magistrates of the town sent a 
fiddler to the church-yard to disturb the worship. Mr. Hooker's powerful voice 
not only drowned the music, but it attracted the fiddler to the church door. He 
listened to the great truths uttered, and became converted. Mr. Hooker was a 
man of great benevolence, and in every sphere of life he was eminently usefiiL 
He died at Hartford, of an epidemic fever, on the 7th of July, 1647, at the ago 
of 8izfy-one years. 
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COTTON MATHER, 

SOME of the early New England divines, as well as the magistrates, were ex- 
ceedingly superstitious, while their piety and general good sense could not 
be doubted. Cotton Mather, one of the earliest of American-bom clergjrmen, 
was a prominent specimen of the kind of men alluded to. He was l^m ir 
Boston, on the 12th of February, 1663, and was educated at Harvard College, 
where he was graduated at the early age of sixteen years. He was so expert 
in learning, that before he was nineteen years old, the degree of Master of Arts 
was conferred upon him, by the college. At the age of twenty-two years, he 
was ordained a gospel minister, and became the assistant of his father, Increase 
Matter. Preaching and authorship were the joint professions of his life, and he 
excelled all others, of his time, in both. He became master of several languages, 
and was considered a prodigy of learning. He held a fluent pen, yet hSs writ- 
ings were not fitted for immortality. They lacked sohdity and that true genius 
which is undying. Many of his productions are already forgotten, and none but 
his Jfog^waZia will probably "live forever." Its extravagances form its chief 
element of vitality. With all his learning, Dr. Mather was a man of narrow 
views, a conceited heart, and unsound judgment. He was a firm believer in 
witchcraft, and probably did more than any other man to promote the spread of 
that fearfal delusion, known in history as Salem Witchcrafts He wrote a book 

1. A belief inwltoheraft wmislmottuniyerMl, at that time. It had iirodiiced terrible tragedies on the 
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on the subject, and stimulated the authorities to prosecute all suspected persona 
Several years before, his &ther had published an account of all the supposed 
cases of witchcraft in New England, under the title of " Remarkable Provi- 
dences," which directed public attention to the subject. After the delusion had 
passed away. Cotton Mather's credulity was exposed by a man named Cale^ in 
a series of letters. Mather sneered at him at firet, but when Calef laid his blows 
on thick and fast, the Doctor called him " a coal from hell," and prosecuted him 
for slander. The suit was wisely withdrawn. 

With all his vagaries and folly. Dr. Mather exhibited much good sense. Dr 
Franklin has thus illustrated the feet, in a letter to Mr. Mather's son, Samuel, 
whose house and fine library were consumed at Charlestown during IJie battle 
on Breed's Hill, in 1775. "The last time I saw your father was in the begin- 
ning of 1724, when I visited him after my first trip to Pennsylvania. He re- 
ceived me in his library ; and on my taking leave, showed me a shorter way out 
of the house through a narrow passage, which was crossed by a beam overhead. 
We were still talking as I withdrew, he accompanying me behind, and I turning 
partly towards him, when he said hastily, * Stoop 1 stoop I' I did not under- 
stand him until I felt my head hit against the beam. He was a man that never 
missed an occasion of giving instruction, and upon this he said to me, 'You are 
young, and have the world before you^ stoop as you go through it, and you 
will escape many hard thumps.' This advice, thus beat into my head, has fre- 
quently been of use to me ; and I often think of it when I see pride mortified, 
and misfortunes brought upon people by carrying their heads too high." 

Cotton Mather married three times, and haid fi[ftoen children. He died on the 
13th of February, 1728, at the age of sixty-five years. 



JOHN MASON. 



MILES STANDISH is called Ihe "hero of New England" because of priority. 
There were other men of that olden time who were greater " heroes " thiui 
he, when measured by the common standard. John Mason was a greater 
"hero" than Standish, for he caused the destruction of more Indians than his 
rival for the palm. He was bom in England about the year 1600. He was a 
soldier by profession, and had practiced his murderous art in that cock-pit of 
Europe, the Netherlands. In 1630, he came to America, and was one of the 
origmal settlers at Dorchester. He went to the Connecticut Valley in 1635, 
and assisted in foimding a settlement at Windsor. The peace of the little colony 
was soon disturbed by the depredations of the powerful Pequods, whose chief 
rendezvous was between the Thames and Mystic rivers. They believed the 
white people to be friendly to their enemies, the Mohegans and Narragansets, 
and they had resolved to exterminate them. They kidnapped children, stole 
cattle, and finally made murderous attacks upon the outskirts of the settlement 
at Saybrook, near the mouth of the Connecticut river. The danger became im- 
minent, and Captain Mason went down to Saybrook, with some followers, to 
reinforce and command the garrison of the little fbrt there. 
In the Spring of 1637, the settlers in the Connecticut Valley declared war 

continent of Earop*, nearly two hundred years before. Within fifty or dxty years, during the sixteenth 
century, more than one hundred thousand persons accused of witchcraft, perished in the flames, in 
Oermany alone. The delusion prevailed in Massachusetts for more than six months, in 1602 : and duraur 
*v.* *..-- * * -.^^ ....V s.^a ..^-.. __ ^_..._-.-f! • - Tion dr 



that time, twenty persons snflbred death, flfty-fiye were tortured or fHghtened into a confession 

witchcraft, and oyer one hundred were imprisoned. '^^ ^-^-'— . . -. 

oyer a giMt eztenl i^wvataj in the vicinitj of Boatoc 



witchcraft, and oyer one hundred were imprisoned. The delufli<m commenced at Danyers, and mnwk 
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against the Pequods, and the Plymouth and Massachusetts people promised to 
assist them. Through the influence of Roger Williams, the Narragansets be- 
came allies of the English; and when, late in May, Captain Mason, with eighty 
white men and seventy Mohegan Indiana, anchored his pinnaces near Ck)nanni* 
cut Island, he was joined by Miantonomoh, the great chief of the Narragansets, 
with two hundred warriors. With these. Mason proceeded toward the Pequod 
country, and was joined, on the way, by the Niantics. Sassacus, a fierce warrior, 
was the chief sachem of the Pequods. He could summon two thousand braves 
to the field, and his confidence in his great strength made him less vigilant than 
a weak leader would have been. He had no intelligence or suspicion of the 
approach of Mason, firom the East. He was first informed of it by the seven sur- 
vivors of a dreadful massacre. The invaders crept as stealthily along as a panther, 
and just at dawn, on the 5th of Jime, 1637, fell upon the chief fort of the Pequods, 
on the Mystic river. Before sunrise, more than six himdred men, women, and 
children, h<td perished by weapons, or by the flames of their own burning wig- 
wams. Only seven escaped to arouse the nation to vengeance. The English, 
aware of their danger, hastened toward Saybrook; but the power of the Pequods 
was broken. When, a few days afterward, about one hundred Massachusetts 
men joined Mason, Sassacus and his followers fled westward, hotly pursued by 
the English. They took shelter in Sasco swamp, near Fairfield, where, after a 
severe battle, they all surrendered, except Sassacus and a few others, who fled 
to the Mohawks for refuge. There the great sachem was treacherously slain. 
The blow was terrible. A nation had disappeared in a day.i The New England 
tribes were awed ; and for forty years afterward the colonists were unmolested 
by them. 

Soon after the war, the governor of Connecticut appointed Mason mmor-general 
of all the forces of the colony, which oflBce he filled until his death. He was 
also a civil magistrate for eighteen consecutive years ; and in 1660, he was 
elected deputy-governor. He retired from public life in 1670 ; and in 1673, he 
died at Norwich, at the age of seventy-two years. 



BENJAMIN WEST. 

" T^HERE have been more volumes written about this great painter in Eng- 
J. land," says Lester, "than there have been pages devoted to him in the 
land of his birth." Here he grew to young manhood, and chose the mother of 
his children ; in sunny Italy he achieved his first triumph in high art, and in 
England he reigned and died. His birth occurred at Springfield, in Chester 
county, Pennsylvania, on the 10th of October, 1738. He was the youngest of 
.the nine children of excellent Quaker parents; and at seven years of age, while 
keeping flies from the sleeping baby of his eldest sister, he sketched her portrait 
so accurately with black and red ink, that his mother, snatching the paper 
(which he modestly attempted to conceal) from his hand, exclaimed, " I declare 
he has made a likeness of little Sally 1 " His parents encouraged his efibrts, 
and the Indians supplied him with some of the pigments with which they painted 
their faces. His mother's "indigo bag" furnished him with blue, and from 
pussy's tail he drew the material for his brushes. Such was the juvenile be- 

1. Captain Maaoa wrote a Brief Jfemah- of (he Pequod War. It makef one ihndder to read his blas- 
phemoQS allusion to the interposition of God in favor of the English, as if the poor Indian was not an 
ohject of the care and love of the Deity I Happily the time is rapidly passing by when men believe that 
thay are doing Gtod lerriea hj almightering, laaiming, or in the least ii^arisg, with vsogefol feelings, 
any of hit creatarciu 
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ginning of the greatest historical painter of the last century— such were the 
first buddings of the genius of that boy, who would not ride in company with 
another, because he aspired to nothing greater than a tailor's shop-board. "Do 
you really mean to be a tailor?" asked little "West. "Indeed I do," replied his 
boy-companion. "Then you may ride alone," exclaimed the young aspirant, 
leaping to the ground. " I mean to be a painter, and be the companion of 
kings and emperors; I '11 not ride with one willing to be a tailor 1" 

At the age of fifteen years, young West had learned the use of proper colors, 
and was a popular portrait painter. The pursuit of such art was contrary to the 
discipline of the Quakers. A meeting was called to consult upon the matter. 
At length one arose and said, " God hath bestowed on this youth a genius for 
art ; shall we question his wisdom ? I see the Divine hand in this ; we shall 
do well to sanction the art and encourage this youth." Then the sweet women 
of the assembly rose up and kissed him. The men, one by one, laid their hands 
on his head, and thus Benjamin West was solemnly consecrated to the service 
of the great art. His pictures produced both money and fame, and wealthy 
men furnished him with means to go to Italy, to study the works of the great 
masters. There every step was a triumph, and he became the best painter in 
Italy. He crossed the Alps and went to England. There prejudice and bad 
taste met him, but his genius overcame both. Among his earliest and best 
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patrons was Archbishop Drummond, who introduced him to the joang King, 
George the Third. His majesty was delighted, and ordered him to paint The 
Departure of BegtUus, that noble picture exhibited in tlie New York Crystal 
Palace, in 1853. That achievement placed him on the throne of English art 
The King, and Reynolds, and West, foimded the Royal Academy; and he who, 
in the &ce of every obstacle, created a public taste for high art, was properly 
appointed "Painter to his Majesty." He designed thirty grand pictures, illus- 
trative of The Progress of Revealed Religion, and completed twenty-eight of 
them, besides a great number of other admirable works. But when insanity 
clouded the mind of King George, and his Ubertine son, the Prince of Wales, 
obtained power, the great pauiter was neglected. The king of art, who had 
ruled for five and thirty years, was soon an exile from the court of his excellent 
friend, and many cherished anticipations of his prime were blighted in his de- 
clining years. But when royalty deserted him, the generous people sustained 
him. He achieved great triumphs in his old age; and finally, on the 11th of 
March, 1820, when in the eighty-second year of his life, he was laid by the side 
of Reynolds and Opie in St. Paul's Cathedral 



WILLIAM BYRD. 

4i5Utrr half-way between Richmond and Old Jamestown, on the James River, 
in Virginia, is a fine brick mansion, surrounded by a fertile plantation, 
known as Westover. It was the residence of Colonel William Byrd, a wealthy 
cavalier, who came from England during the Protectorate of OUver Cromwell. 
He was really the founder of the city of Richmond, at the Falls of the James 
River. A small fortification had been erected there, as a defense against the 
Indians, as early as 1645 ; but about 1680, Colonel Byrd, having received a 
conditional grant of land at the Falls, sent more than fifty able-bodied men there 
to make a settlement. He erected a null and other buildings for the use of their 
productions, and the settlement was known as Byrd^s Warehouse, In 1682, 
Colonel Byrd was a member of the governor's council, and he was much in 
public employment, until his death. When, after the revocation of the edict of 
Nantes, a large number of Huguenots, or French Protestants, came to America, 
three hundred of them were cared for, with parental solicitude, by Colonel Byrd, 
and they found pleasant homes in the Virginia colony. Many of these were 
educated men, and in Colonel Byrd they found an agreeable companion. He 
possessed fine literary and scientific tastes, and had the largest library in Amer- 
ica, at that time. In 1723, he was one of the commissioners appointed to estab- 
lish the boundary line between Virginia and North Carolina. Toward the cWso 
of his life he employed his pen on scientific subjects, and was made a member 
of the London Royal Society. His munificence and style of living were un- 
equalled in the colonies. They were like those of an English nobleman. He 
died in 1*743, at the age of almost eighty years, leaving his homestead, and a 
splendid fortune, to his son William. He, too, became a public man ; and in 
1756, was a commissioner to treat with the Indians on the western borders of 
Virginia. He accompanied the expedition against Fort Duquesne, under Wash- 
ington's command, in 1758. Being a spendthrift and a gambler, his immense 
wealth was greatly lessened, at his death. His widow occupied the Westover 
property at the time of our revolution ; and there Benedict Arnold (who was her 
relative) landed, when he mvaded Virginia in the service of his royal purchaser, 
in 1781. De Chastellux, one of Rochambeau's oflBcers, speaks rapturously of 
the beauty of Westover, and the pleasures of society there. 
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ELEAZER WHEELOCK. 

THOSE good men who by personal sacrifices and diligent eflforts seek to elevate 
their fellow-bemgs of low degree, should be remembered and honored. 
Among those of the past who deserve such reward, is Eleazer Wheelock, the 
founder of the first school for the Christian education of Indian youths in New 
England. He was bom at "Windham, Connecticut, in April, 1711 ; and in 1733, 
was graduated at Yale College. Two years afterward he was ordained a gospesi 
minister, and settled as pastor, at Lebanon. There he opened a school for the 
education of English children; and in 1743, his first Indian pupil was admitted. 
He was a Mohegan youth of nineteen years, named Samson Occum, who had 
been converted to Christianity under the preaching of a clergyman at Norwich. 
Before entering Mr. "Wheelock's school, Occum had learned to spell out sentences 
in the Bible for the edification of his eager dusky listeners. He was anxious to 
become a spiritual teacher of his tribe. He remained with Mr. Wheelock be- 
tween four and five years, and afterward became a very successful preacher 
among the natives on the east end of Long Island. His success with Occum 
induced Mr. Wheelock to attempt the education of other Indian youths, with 
special reference to their preparation for missionary labors, beUeving that they 
would be more efficient among the savages, than white preachers.* In 1762, he 
had more than twenty Indian youths in his school, the expenses being paid by 
voluntary subscriptions, small legislative grants, and contributions fi*om the 
Boston commissioners of the Scotch society for propagating Christian knowledge. 
A former, named Moor, gave a house and some land, adjoining Mr. Wheeloci's 
residence, for the use of the institution, and it became known as Moor's Indian 
Charity School. To increase its usefulness, it was determined to seek aid in 
England; and in 1766, Occum and Rev. Mr. Whitaker of Norwich, went 
thither for that purpose.. The money collected by them was put into the hands 
of trustees, in England, at the head of whom was the Earl of Dartmouth; aod 
its expenditure was intrusted to the Scotch society. 

Hoping to be more efficient on the borders of the Indian country, wherein 
white settlements had not yet been planted. Dr. Wheelock - :r'^©d his pastoral 
charge at Lebanon, and established his school at Hanover, in Kew Hampshire. 
He also founded a college there, and named it Dartmouth, in honor of the Earl, 
notwithstanding that gentleman was opposed to the project, fearing it might 
interfere with the Indian School.^ Grovemor Wentworth gave it a charter, and 
for nine years Dr. Wheelock labored vigorously at the head of each establish- 
ment. Tho war for Independence seriously affected the prosperity of both en- 
terprises, yet the self-sacrificing founder saw glorious firuit produced by his 
planting. Among those white missionaries whom he prepared for their work, 
was the faithful Eirkland, so long a noble laborer among the tribes in the in- 
terior of New York. Dr. Wheelock died at Hanover, on the 24th of April, 1779, 
at the age of sixty-eight years. 

1. This opinion proved to be erroneous. Aboat one-half of those educated for the ministrv retonwd 
to their old habits and vices, when they got among their people again. Among Mr. Wbeeloolc'a pupUa 
was Brant, the celebrated Mohawk chief. ^ 

2. This fact exhibits the modesty of Dr. Wheelock, and at th« same time shows that nndne defBrence 
which all persons formerly rendered to titles and dignitieB. The collefe ought to porpttntte tho naoM 
•f Dr. Wheelock, by its own tlUt. 
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CADWALLADER GOLDEN. 

THE representatives of royal power,- in America, generally regarded the people 
as their svbjeciSy rather than as fellow-citizens, and ruled by despotic power 
rather than by kindness and conciliation. There were honorable exceptions, 
and among these was Cadwallader Golden, whose character and public life were 
truthfully portrayed, more than forty years ago, by John W. Francis, M.D., now 
[1854] the Nestor of literature and science in New York. Golden was acting 
governor of New York when the stamp-act riots occurred, and was treated with 
indignity by a mob, because he was the representative of the king, and at the 
same time was highly respected by them as a man and valuable citizen. 

Gadwallader Golden was bom in Dunse, Scotland, on the ITth of February, 
1688. He completed his collegiate studies at the university of Edinburgh, in 
1705, and after devoting three years to the study of mathematics and medical 
science, he came to America, where he remained five years, as a practicing 
physician. He went to Great Britain in 1*715, and formed the acquaintance of 
Halley and other leading men of science ; and the following year he married a 
pretty Scotch girl, returned to America, and settled in the dty of New York. 
Golden soon abandoned his profession, for pubUc employment He was made 
sorveyor-general of the province, a master in chancery, and finally became one 
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of the governor's council About the jear 1*760, he obtained a patent for a 
large tract of unsettled land near Newburgh, in Orange county, and named his 
manor, Coldenham. 'Oiere, after the year 1*755, he resided, with his &mily, most 
of the time, engaged in agriculture and in literary and scientific pursuits. Many 
learned essays from his pen enriched the medicid and scientific publications of 
his day ; and his History of the Five Nations of Indians^ is a noble monument in 
testimony of his careful and judicious researches in that special field of inquiry. 
Almost all of the scientific men of Europe were his correspondents, and Franklin 
and other leading Americans were among his intimate epistolary friends. Botany 
was his fe-vorite study, and he was a constant and valued correspondent of Lin- 
naeus, the great master of the science, ^or » series of years. His voluminous 
papers are now among the choice treasures of the New York Historical Society. 
In 1*760, Dr. Golden was appointed Ueutenant-govemor of the province of 
New York, and became the acting magistrate, at eighty years of age. He 
managed public affairs with great prudence during all the trying scenes of the 
Stamp- Act excitement; and the Sons of Liberty respected him, while they defied 
his delegated power. He was released from oflBce, by Governor Tryon, in 1775, 
and retired to his countiy seat, at Flushing, Long Island, where he died on the 
28th of September, 1776 ; a few days before that great confiagration which con- 
sumed more than five hundred buildings in the city of New York. Grovemor 
Golden was then ahnost eighty-nine years of age. 



JOHN SMITH. 



rBRE are men whose career appears meteor-like in brilliancy and progresa^ 
which nevertheless makes permanent impressions upon the world's histoiy, 
and beams in the firmament of past events, with steady, planetary lustre. John 
Smith belongs to the meteor-heroes of our race. He was bom at "Willoughby, in 
Lincolnshire, England, in 1559, and in early childhood was distinguished for his 
daring spirit and love of adventure. At the age of thirteen years, he sold his 
books and satchel to procure money to pay his way to the sea-shore, for he had 
resolved to try life on the ocean wave. He was prevented from embarking, and 
apprenticed to a merchant. Two years afterward he ran away, went to Fl^ce, 
and then to the Low Gountries, and thero studied military tactics. "With a por- 
tion of his deceased father's estate, young Smith, at the age of seventeen years, 
went abroad, like a knight-errant, in search of adventures. On a voyage &om 
Marseilles to Naples, a great storm arose. The crew of the vessel were Roman 
Gatholics, who, believing the young heretic Englishman to be a Jonah, cast him 
into the sea to appease the angry waters. He swam to a small island, and there 
embarked in a French vessel for Alexandria, in Egypt. From thence he went 
to Italy, and then to Austria, where he entered the imperial army. His valor 
soon procured him the command of a troop of horse, which, in the war against 
the Turks, obtained the name of The Fiery Dragoons, On one occasion, daring 
a siege, a Turkish officer offered to engage in a duel with any Ghristian soldier, 
"to amuse the ladies." The lot fell to Smith. They fought in sight of both 
armies. Smith cut off his antagonist's head, and carried it in triumph to the 
Austrian camp; and then fought two other Turkish champions with the same 
result He was afterward captured and sold to a Pacha^ who sent his prisoner 
as a present to his sweetheart, to be her slave. Her love was excited, and to 
insure his safety, she sent Smith to her brother. The Turk treated the captive 
eruelly. Soon an opportunity for escape was offered, when Smith killed his 
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tyrant, fled into Muscovy, and found his way to Austria. The war had ended, 
and Smith departed from the Adriatic, with a French sea-captain, for Morocco. 
He was engaged in a sea-fight near the Canary Islands, with the Spaniards ; and 
then, after a long absence, returned to his native country. His restless spirit 
now yearned for adventures in the New World, and accompanying the first 
SnglLsh expedition which successfully planted a settlement in America^ he be- 
cattie the real founder of the Virginia colony. The settlers became jealous of 
/lis talent, on the voyage, and, ignorant that he was named in the " sealed box "^ 
as one of the CouncU, they put him m irons, under the plea that he intended to 
make himself King of Virginia. He was released when his name appeared 
among the appointed rulers. He possessed great energy, and he not only sup- 
ported good government by his presence, but saved the colony from destruction. 
He was rescued from death by Pocahontas, the daughter of the Indian king, 
while a prisoner among them ; and he acquired such influence over the savages, 
that they were friendly to the English while Smith ruled the colony. He ex- 
plored tiie coast frt)m PamUco Sound to the Delaware river, and constructed a 
map of the country. An accident caused him to go to England for surgical at- 
tendance. Five years afterward he made a trading voyage to America, explored 
the coast from the Thames to the Penobscot, made a map of the country, and 
called it New England. Smitii offered to accompany the Pilgrim Fathers, to 
America, in 1620, but on account of his aristocratic notions, his profiered ser- 
yicoB were declined. He died in London, in 1631, at the age of seventy-two 
year& 



DAVID RITTENHOUSE. 

NEAR the banks of the beautiM Wissahiccon, in the vicinity of Germantown, 
four miles from Philadelphia, lived three hermits a century and a half ago ; 
and near their hiding-places from the world's ken, a mile from the old village 
where the good count Zinzendorf,i the Moravian, labored and reposed, was the 
birth-place of one whose name is co-extensive with scientiflc Imowledge. It 
was David Rittenhouse, the eminent mathematician, who was bom in Rox- 
borough township, on the 8th of April, 1732. His father was a humble fermer, 
and David was bis chief assistant when his life approached young manhood. 
The geometrical diagrams which disfigured his implements of labor, the bam 
doors, and the pig-sty, attested the peculiar workings of his brain while yet a 
mere lad. These indications of genius would doubtless have been disregarded, 
and his aspirations remained unsatisfied, had not a feeble body made the aban- 
donment of field labor a stem necessity. David was apprenticed to a clock and 
mathematical instrument maker, and the pursuit being consonant with his taste, 
be was eminently successfriL 

Rittenhouse was a severe student, but on account of his pecuniary wants, he 
was deprived, in a great degree, of the most valuable sources of information, 
espedaliy concerning the progress of science in Europe. "While Newton and 
Liebnitz were warmly ^sputing for the honor of first discoverer of Fluxions 
Rittenhouse, entirely ignorant of what they had done, became the inventor o: 
that remarkable feature in algebraical anal3rsis. Applying the knowledge which 

1. The lilly King Junes, instead of making an open ^pointment of a council for the goyernment of 
Virginia, placed their names in a sealed box, with directions not to open it nntll their arriral on the 
shores of&e New World. . ^ 

1. Zinzendorf was the fonnder of the Moraviant, or UwtUd Brethren, and preached in Geimautown, 
Ibr a while. « 
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he derived from study and reflection, to the mechanic arts, he produced a plan< 
etarium, or an exhibition of the movements of the solar system, by machinery. 
It is a most wonderful piece of mechanism, especially when we consider the 
feet that the inventor was yet an obscure mechanic in a country village. That 
work of art is in the possession of the College of New Jersey, at Prmceton, it 
having been purchased on the recommendation of President Wltherspoon.^ It 
gave him great reputation; and in 1770, he went to Philadelphia, where he 
pursued his mechanical vocation, and met, daily, members of the Philosophical 
Society of that city, to whom he had, two years before, communicated the feet 
that he had calculated, with great exactness, the transit of Venus, which oc- 
curred on the 3d of June, 1769. Rittenhouse was one of those whom the Society 
appointed to observe it Only three times before, in the whole range of human 
observations, had mortal vision beheld the orb of Venus pass across the disc of 
the sun.2 IJpon the exactitude of the performance according to calculations, 
depended many important astronomical problems, and the hour was looked for- 

1. When Cornwallis arrived at Princeton, after the severe battle at that place on the momine of the 
2d of Jaanarj, 1777. he saw and admired that work of art, and determhied to carry it away with him. 
The Americans caused him to leave the place too soon to accomplish his purpose. During the same 
year, Silas Deane, the American commissioner at the French court, actually proposed to present the 
planetarium to the French king, as a bonus for his good will ! The conqueror and the diplomatift wort 

2. See sketch of John Wlnthrop, LL.D., page U, 
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ward to, b7 philoeoph^s, with intense interest As the moment approfiched^ 
acoording to his own calculations, Rittenhonse became greatl7 exdted. When 
the discs of the two planets touched, at predsely the expected mommt, the 
philosopher &mted. His highest hopes were reahzed ; and on the 9th of Ko> 
vember following he was blessed willi the sight of a transit of Mercoiy. 

When Dr. Fr^iklin died, Rittenhou^ was chosen President of the American 
Philosophical Society, to fill his place; and from his own earnings he gave the 
institution fifteen hundred dollars, on the day of his inauguration. His fame 
was now world-wide, and many official honors awaited his acceptance. He 
held the office of treasurer of the state of Pennsylvania, for many years; and in 
1792, he was appointed the first Director of the Mint Failing healtii compelled 
him to resign that trust, in 1795 ; and on the 6th of June, the foUowiog year, 
he died the death of a Christian, at the age of sixty-four years. 



UNOAS. 



TTNLIKE most of the Indian chiefei and sachems who appear conspioaoos In 
U our early annals, the line of descent from Uncas comes down almost to our 
own time, and he has been honered, in preference to all others, with a commem- 
orative monument from the hands of the white man. Uncas was a Pequod, by 
birth. Rebelling against his chieC Sassacus, he was expelled firom the Pequod 
domain, and by his talent and sagacity soon took the rai^ and power of a chief 
among the Mohegans. He became the inveterate enemy of Sassacus; and he 
was at the head of the Mohegans who accompanied Captain Mason against the 
Pequods, in 1637. He was always the firm friend of the English ; and during that 
dark period, when King Philip succeeded in arming all the New England tribes 
against the white people, IJncas remained fidthfriL He even took up arms 
against Philip, and with two himdred Mohegans, and a greater number of sub- 
jugated Pequods, he marched with Major Talcott to Brookfield and Hadley, and 
at the latter place assisted in defeating seven hundred of Philip^s savage aJUes. 

Like Philip, Uncas was opposed to the preaching of Christianity among his 
people, preferring to have IJiem believe in the religion of his others. Yet he 
never used coercive measures in opposition; and, finally, he so far yielded, that 
on one occasion, when the country was sufifering from a great drought, he asked 
a Christian mmister to pray for rain. A copious shower fell the next day, and 
Uncas became like King Agrippa in the presence of Paul — ^he was almost per- 
suaded to become a Christian. In 1659. Uncas gave a deed to several white 
people, conveying to them a large tract of land at the head of the Pequod river 
[the Thames], and there the city of Norwich was founded. The exact period 
of the death of Uncas is unknown. It is supposed to have occurred about 1683, 
when he was succeeded by his son Owaneko, or Oneco, who distinguished him- 
self on the side of the English, in King Philip's war. In his old age, Oneco 
used to go about begging, accompanied by his squaw. As he could not speak 
English well, Richard Bushnell wrote the following Unes for him to present to 
the benevolent : 



* Oneeo, King, bis oneen doth bringto 
As thoy go along their Mends unong, 
Some pork, some heef, for their relief 



bring to beg a little food. 

to try how kind and good ; 



^e pork, some heef, for their relief ; and if you can't spare bread, 

She'll thank yon for your padding, as they go a gooding, and carry it on her head." 

A neat granite obelisk, about twenty feet in height, has been erected in the 
dty of Norwich, to the memory of Uncas. The foundation stone was laid In 
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1825, hy General Jackson ; and in the small cemetery in which it stands, a de- 
scendant of Uncas, named Mazeon, was buried in 1827. There are a few of the 
Mohegan tribe yet living, near Norwich ; but soon it may be written upon a 
tomb-stone, **The last of the Mohegans." 



KINO PHILIP. 

A GENEROUS mind readily appreciates and commends an exhibition of true 
patriotism, even by an enemy. Those who regard the Indian as without 
the pale of the sympathies of civilization, are often compelled to yield reluctant 
admiration of the qualities which make men heroes, sages, and patriots, when 
exhibited by this tabooed race. No one appears more prominent as a claimant 
for consideration on account of these qualities, than Metacomet, the last chief of 
the Wampanoags of Rhode Island, known in history as King Philip. He was 
one of two sons of Massasoit, the sachem^ who gave a friendly welcome to the 
Pilgrim Fathers. They were named, respectively, Alexander and Philip, by 
governor "Winslow, in compliment to their father. Alexander was the eldest, 
and succeeded his father in authority. He died, and his mantle fell upon Philip, 
a bold, powerful-minded warrior, whose keen perception had already given him 
uneasiness respecting the future of his race. He saw, year after year, the en- 
croachments of the white people, yet he fidthfully kept the treaty of his fi^er, 
with them. He even endured insults and gross indignities ; and when his hot- 
blooded warriors gathered around his throne upon Mount Hope, and counselled 
war, he refused to listen. At length forbearance seemed no longer a virtue, 
and the hatchet was lifted. 

Among the "praying Indians," as Eliot's converts were called, was one who 
had been educated at Cambridge, and was employed as a teacher. On account 
of some misdemeanor, he had fled to Philip, and became his secretary. He 
afterward returned to the white people, and accused Philip of treasonable de- 
signs. Because of this charge, he was waylaid and murdered by some of the 
Wampanoags. Three suspected men were tried, convicted on slender testimony, 
and hanged. The ire of the Wampanoags was fiercely kindled. Philip was 
cautious, for he knew his weakness; his yoimg warriors were impetuous, for 
they counted not the cost of war. The sachem was finally overruled; and re- 
membering the indignities which he had sufiered from the English, he trampled 
solemn treaties under foot, and lighted the fiame of war. Messengers were sent 
to other tribes, and with all the power of Indian eloquence, Philip exhorted his 
followers to curse the white man, and to swear eternal hostility to the "pale 
feces." The events which followed have been detiuled in our sketch of Captain 
Church, and need not be repeated here. Metacomet was a patriot of truest 
stamp, and his general character, measured by the standard of true appreciation, 
in which all controlling circumstances are considered, bears a &vorable com- 
parison with the patriots of other lands, and of more enlightened people. His 
death occurred in August, 1676, when he was about fifty years of age. During 
the war, the government of Plymouth offered thirty shillings for every head at 
an Indian kiUed in battle. The faithless Wampanoag received that pric&— 
" thirty pieces of silver " — ^for his master's head. 

1. Sachem and Chitf we distinct cluuracters, yet they are sometimes fimnd In the sane penon. A 
McAcm is tbeQivil bead of a tribe; a cfti^ is a military leader, Philip was both. 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

THE words of Solomon, "Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall 
stand before kings; he shall not stand before mean men," attracted the 
attention of a Boston tallow-chandler's son, when he was yet in youthhood. 
That youth was the immortal Benjamin Franklin, who was bora on the morning 
of the 17th of January, 1706, and was christened that afternoon. At the age 
of eight years he went to a grammar school ; but at ten his services were re- 
quired in his father's business, and his education was neglected. At the age of 
twelve years he was apprenticed to his brother James, a printer. He made 
great proficiency in his business, and a love for reading was gratified, often at 
the expense of half a night's sleep. TJw New England CowanL, printed by his 
brother in 1721, was the third newspaper established in America.* Young 
Franklin wrote several essays for it, which attracted much attention. The 
author was unknown and unsuspected. At about the same time he read the 



1. The other two were Tho Bonbon New LttHer and The Sotton Boneth, 
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productions of Shaftesbury and Collins, and he became a sceptic in religion, and 
a powerful disputant, by the use of the Socratic method of argument — asking 
questions. Because of his scepticism he became unpopular in Boston. This 
&ct, and ill treatment by his brother, determined him to leave the place. He 
went to New York in a sloop, and from thence to Philadelphia, on foot, where 
he soon procured employment, as a printer, in the establishment of Mr. Keimar. 
His intelUgence and good conduct attracted the attention of prominent men, among 
whom was Grovemor Keith, who advised him to go into business for himself 
Wtth promises of aid from the governor, he started for London to buy printing 
materials. The aid was withheld; and on his arrival, hQ sought employment 
for a livelihood. He was now only eighteen years of age. By the practice of 
the most rigid economy, he saved a greater part of his wages; and his influence 
among his fellow-worlanen, against useless expenses for beer and other things, 
was beneficial. At night he used his pen ; and by a Dissertation on Liberty, in 
which he contended that virtue and vice are nothing more than conventional 
distinctions, he made the acquaintance of Mandeville and other infidel writen. 
Franklin always looked back to these early efforts of his pen, in opposition U 
Christian ethics, with great regret 

Franklin returned to Philadelphia in the Autumn of 1*726, as a merchant's 
clerk ; but the death of his employer, the following year, induced him to woiis, 
again, for Mr. Keimer. His ingenuity was profitable to his employer, for he 
engraved devices on type metal, made printer's ink, and in various ways saved 
money to the establishment In 1728, he formed a partnership in the printing 
business with Mr. Meredith, but it was dissolved the following year. He then 
purchased Keimer's miserably-conducted paper, issued it in a greatly improved 
style, uttered in it many of those aphorisms which have since become famous, 
and then laid the foundation of lus future usefulness. He married in 1730, 
lived frugally, and in the course of three or four years began to save money. 
He opened a small shop for the sale of stationery, to which his pleasant and 
edifying conversation drew many of the men of literary taste in the town. A 
literary club was formed, in which questions were discussed which required 
reference to books. The members brought such as they needed, from time to 
time, and Franklin conceived the idea of forming a public library. It was pop- 
ular; and in 1731, the foundation of that noble institution, the Philadelphia 
Library, was laid.^ The following year he commenced the publication of Poor 
Richa/rd's Almanac. It was full of sound maxims, and its popularity was so 
great, that he sold ten thousand copies annually. He continued it until 1757, 
when the demands of public business upon his time, compelled him to relin- 
quish it 

Franklin's first public employment was undertaken in 1736, when he was 
appointed clerk of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania. The following year 
he was appointed Postmaster of Philadelphia. He now began to be one of the 
most popular men in the province. The fact is demonstrated by the circum- 
stance that, by his personal exertions, he obtained ten thousand names to a 
voluntary association for the defence of the province, in 1744, when an attempt 
to procure a militia law had failed. He was chosen a member of the Assembly 
in 1747, and was regularly re-elected for ten years. Although Franklin was no 
orator, yet no man possessed greater influence than he, in that body. Yet these 
public employments did not draw his attention from books and scientific inves- 
tigations. For a long time he held a theory that the electricity of the scientific 

L The aMOcUtlon at first consisted of 40 members. The library was first established in the house of 
Franklin's warm Mend^obert Grace. In 1740. it was placed in the State Honse. In 177S, it ' — 
remored to Carpenter's Hall ; and in 1790, the boilding erected for its use, was COTipleted. The i 
tion was incorporated in 1742, aa Tk$ Library ComjpWMf of Ph^JaddjiMfiu 
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apparatus and the lightning of the clouds were identical ; and in 1752, he de- 
monstrated the truth of his theory by unmistakable experiments.* He imme- 
diately applied the discovery to a practical use, by showing that pointed iron 
rods, extending from a distance above the highest part of a house to the ground, 
would preserve the house from lightning, by conducting it into the earth. The 
theory and its demonstration were made known in Europe, and Franklin's name 
became known and venerated throughout the scientific world. 

In 1*753, Franklin was made deputy postmaster-general of the British colonies 
in America, and the same year he projected and established the Academy of 
Sciences of Philadelphia. In 1764, he was one of the colonial delegates who 
met in Congress at Albany to devise means of defence against l^e French ; and 
there he submitted a plan of union, similar, in many respects, to our Federal 
Constitution, but it was rejected by the British government and the colonial 
assemblies for widely different reasons. Three years afterward, Franklin was 
sent to England as the agent of Pennsylvania, and was employed in the same 
capacity by three other colonies. There he associated with the greatest men of 
the time, and the poor journeyman printer of a few years before, " stood before 
kings," was caressed by men of learning, was made a member of the Royal 
Society, and honored with the degree of Doctor of Laws, by the Universities of 
Edinburgh and Oxford. Ho returned to America in 1762, and resumed his seat 
in the A^ssembly; but two years afterward, the dispute between the colonies 
and the government having commenced in earnest, he was again sent as agent 
for Pennsylvania, to England. He remained abroad until 1775, during which 
time he visited the Continent, and became acquainted with the most learned 
men in Europe. On the day of his arrival in America, he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Continental Congress; and he was one of the signers of the Declara- 
tion of Independence the following year. During the whole period of the 
revolution he was continually active in a civil capacity at home or abroad. 
Congress sent him as commissioner to the French court in 1776, and he was one 
of the most accomplished and adroit diplomatists at YersaiUes. Finally, when 
peace was determined upon, Franklin was one of the leading commissioners in 
forming those treaties with Great Britain and other powers, which secured the 
independence of the colonies. He was then appointed Minister Plenipotentiary 
at the French court, and " stood before kings " until, by his own request, another 
was appointed in his place, and he returned home. He arrived at Philadelphia 
early in the Autumn of 1785, and was received with the highest republican 
honors. In 1787, he was a leading man in the convention which formed the 
Federal Constitution; and the following year he withdrew from public life, 
being then eighty-two years of age. On the 17th of April, 1790, that great 
Philosopher, Statesman, and Sage, was undressed for the grave ; and beneath a 
lioat marble slab, in the burial-ground of Christ Church, Philadelphia, rest his 
mortal remains.' 

1. He nent up »n iron-pointed kite toward a hovering thunder cloud, and held it bT a silken string, 
attached to the long hempen one. To the silken end was fastened an iron key, ana when the cloud 
paused over, he touched tne key with his knuckles, and received a spark. It was a bold but successful 
experiment. 

2. According to his directions, the only inscription on the broad slab is, 

BENJAMIN ) 

AND J FRANKLIN. 
DEBORAH ) 
1790. 

Many years befbre, he wrote the following epitaph for himself: 

*' The body of Bkitjamiii Framklin, Printer, Like the cover of an old Book, Its c<mtents torn oat, 
(And stripped of Its lettering and gliding,) Lies here, food for worms. But the work shall not be lost. 
For It win (as he believed) appear once more, In a new and more ti^ant edition, Bettoed and comoted, 
by Ths Autbob." 
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NATHANIEL BACON. 

FTENi in men's estimation, success makes effort a virtue, but fiulure makes it 
a crime. A successful blow at tyranny is caUed patriotism ; an unsuccess- 
ful one is branded as rebellion. Nathaniel Bacon lifted his arm for popular 
freedom, fidled, and history recorded his name among traitors. He was a young 
man of great boldness and energy of character. His birth-place was in Suffolk 
county, England, and in London he was educated for the legal profession. Hv 
came to America during Cromwell's rule in England, and was soon called to a 
seat in the council of Gfovemor Berkeley. Thoroughly democratic in his views, 
Bacon often crossed the official path of the haughty cavalier, as an assertor of 
popular rights, especially after the restoration of Charles the Second made the 
Virginia loyaUsts insolent and tyrannical The assembly, under the influence 
of the governor, abridged the liberties of the people, propagated the vipers of 
intolerance, and imposed heavy fines upon Baptists and Quakers. The people 
soon learned to despise the name of kmg, and a strong republican party was 
formed. 

Circumstances soon &vored a demonstration of republican strength. Some 
Indian tribes commenced depredations upon the settlements in the upper part 
of Virginia, and they finally penetrated as far as Bacon's plantation in the vi- 
cinity of Richmond. Berkeley appeared indifferent, and the planters asked the 
privilege of protecting themselves. The governor refused ; when at least five 
hundr^ men collected together, chose Bacon for conmiander, and drove the 
Indians back to the Potomac. Berkeley was jealous of Bacon, proclaimed him 
a traitor, and sent troops to pursue and arrest him. The people arose in re- 
bellion, the aristocratic assembly was dissolved and a republican one elected; 
universal suffrage was restored ; Bacon was chosen commander-in-chief of the 
mihtary, and a commission for him was demanded of the governor. That official 
was alarmed and promised compliance, not, however, until Bacon, with a laige 
force, approached Jamestown. He was compelled to attest the bravery and 
loyalty of Bacon; and on the 4th of July, 1676, just a hundred years before the 
colonies were declared free states, a more liberal and enlightened legislation 
commenced in Virginia. That day was truly the harbinger of American inde- 
pendence and nationality. 

Again the Indians approached, and Bacon proceeded to drive them back. As 
soon as he had departed, Berkeley treacherously published a proclamation, re- 
versing the. proceedings of the assembly, repudiating Bacon's commission, and 
declaring him a traitor. Back to Jamestown the indignant patriot marched, 
and lighted a civil war. The governor and adhering loyalists were driven be- 
yond the York river, and the wives of many were detained as hostages for peace. 
Troops came fix)m England to support Berkeley; and when rumor told of their 
march up the peninsula, Bacon applied the torch and laid Jamestown in ashes. 
He then crossed the York to drive the enemies of popular freedom entirely out 
of the old dominion, but there he met a foe to his life more deadly than royalists 
or the Indians. The malaria from the low lands infused its poison into his veins, 
and at the house of Dr. Green, in Gloucester county, the brave republican died, 
on the 1st of October, 16*76, at the age of about thirty-seven years. Berkeley 
assumed power immediately, and Bacon's followers were terribly persecuted. 
Twenty were hanged, scores were imprisoned, and much property was confis- 
cated. Because the patriots were unsuccessf^ this episode in Viigima history 
is known as "Bacon's Bebeluok," 
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JONATHAN TRUMBULL. 

ONE of the main pillars of support upon which General "Washington relied 
during the "War for Independence, was Jonathan Trumbull, then Governor 
of Connecticut He was bom at Lebanon, Connecticut, on the 21st of June, 
1710, and was graduated at Harvard College in 1727. His serious mind turned 
to theology as a profession, and he commenced its study with the Rev. Solomon 
Williams, of Lebanon. The death of an elder brother, who was engaged in 
mercantile business with his father, caused Jonathan to change his intentions 
and become a merchant When only twenty-three years of age, he was elected 
a member of the Connecticut Assembly, where he soon became distinguished as 
one of its most active committee men. In 1766, he was elected Ueutenant- 
govemor of the oolony, and became ex-officio chief justice of the superior court 
He espoused the patriot cause very early; and in 1768, he took the bold step 
of refusing to take the oath, which enjoined almost unconditional submission to 
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Parliament, and which a ministerial order required. That step was popular 
with the people ; and the following year he was chosen governor by a very large 
majority. His influence became sdmost unbounded throughout New England; 
and while the Adams's and Hancock were legislating in the Continent^ Con- 
gress, Governor Trumbull was recognized as the great leader in the East He 
was an active, self-sacrificing, and reliable man throughout the whole contest; 
and he had the proud distinction of being the only colonial governor who, at the 
commencement of the revolution, espoused the republican cause. For fourteen 
consecutive years he was elected to the chief magistracy of his native State; but 
when peace returned, and all danger seemed over, he left the helm forever. He 
declined a reelection ; and at the age of seventy-three years, he retired fiom 
public life. In August, 1786, he was seized with a malignant fever, which de- 
stroyed his life on the Itth of that month. His son and grandson both filled 
his chair of office, the latter having been governor in 1849. 

The Marquis de Ohastellux, who came to America with Rochambeau in 1780, 
thus speaks of the personal appearance of Governor Trumbull: "He is seventy 
years old ; his whole life is consecrated to business, which he passionately loves, 
whether important or not ; or rather, with respect to him, there is none of the 
latter description. He has all the simplicity in his dress, all the importance, 
and even pedantry, becoming the great magistrate of a small republic He 
brought to my mind the burgomasters of HoUand in the time of the Heinsius's 
and Bamevelts." He was greatly beloved by Washington ; and no name on 
the pages of our history appears brighter, as a pure patriot and honest man, 
than that of Jonathan TrumbulL 



0^ 



JOHN WINTHROP. 

iNE of the most accomplished scholars of the last century, was John Winthrop^ 
professor of mathematics and natural philosophy in Harvard University. 
He was bom in Boston, in 1715, and was graduated at Harvard when only 
seventeen years of age. His studies took a wide range, and included theology 
and .medicine, with &e natural sciences. When he was appointed Hollis Pro- 
fessori in the university, he was considered the most learned man in America; 
and his teaching and example gave a powerful impetus to the study of the exact 
sciences in this country. As early as 1740, he made observations on the transit 
of Mercury, and published them in the Transactions of the Royal Society of 
London. 

In June, 1761, he went to St. John's, Newfoundland, with his instruments 
and attendants, to observe the transit' of Venus, that point being the most fevor- 
able, in America^ for such observations. That passage of Venus across the diitt 
of the sun had been looked forward to with great interest, for one hundred and 
twenty-two years had elapsed since a similar phenomenon had been observed.' 
Mr. Winthrop's observations were accurate, and of the greatest value. They 
gave his name and that of Harvard College a world-wide reputation. The Royal 
Society elected him a member of that body; and the University at Edinburgh 
conferred upon him the degree of LL.D., or Doctor of Laws. He also observed 
the transit of Venus, in 1769,^ and the papers which he published on that subject 

1. A professorship liberally endowed by John Hollis. He founded two professorships in that institu- 
tion— divinity and mathemams. Mr. Wmthrop was professor of mathematics. 

S. It cannot be seen with the naked eye. The telescope was first used smong modarns early Ip ik» 
17th century, and the first transit of Venus obserred with it, was on the 6th or Deecmber, IfiO. TIm 
next was on ibe 4th of Deconber, 1639. Again, on the 0th of June, 1701, and tilt M of June, 17691 Thm 
aaxt transit wiU Uke place on the 8th of Deeombor, 1874. 

3. See sketch df David Bittenhonse. 
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procured his admission to membership in the most eminent scientific societies of 
the world. 

In 1767, Dr. "Winthrop published his Cogita de ComdiSj a work of profound 
research, and of great yalue to the scientific world. At this time the dispute 
between the American colonies and Great Britain was assuming much import- 
ance, and Dr Winthrop engaged zealously in the cause of the colonists. Not- 
withstanding he labored intensely in the duties of his professorship, he engaged 
in all the exciting discussions of the day, and was ever found on the side of 
human freedom. During all the exciting scenes of the early days of the revolu- 
cion, around Boston, he was a firm patriot, a wise counsellor, and efficient pro- 
moter of the good cause. He held his professorship until his death, which 
occurred on the 3d of May, 1779, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 



JOHN BARTRAM. 

THE men of science in Europe, a hundred years ago, were occasionally startled, 
as with a meteor fiash, by scintillations of groat minds in America; and 
it was a hard question for them to solve how genius could be fostered into 
vigorous life amid the cool shades of that wilderness. Yet here and there the 
evidences of such genius intruded upon their stately opinions, and they were 
compelled to offer the hand of fellowship to American brethren, equal in pro- 
fundity of knowledge with themselves. Of this class was John Bartnun, an 
eminent botanist, who was born near Darby, in Chester county, Pennsylvania, 
in the year 1701. He fbund few helps to education in early life, but study and 
perseverance overcame a host of difficulties. He seldom sat down to a meal with- 
out a book, and he learned the classic languages with great facility. In the 
study of medicine and surgery he greatly delighted; and drawing his medicines 
chiefly from the vegetable kingdom, he practiced successfully among the poor 
of his neighborhood. His avocation was that of a ihrmer, and his &vorite study 
was botany. 

Mr. Bartram was the first American who conceived the plan of establishing a 
botanic garden for American plants and vegetables. He carried his plan into 
execution, by devoting about six acres, near Philadelphia^ to the purpose. He 
traversed the country in every direction, firom Canada on the north to Florida 
on the south, in search of new productions, and his garden was enriched and 
beautified by the results of his explorations. His philosophical knowledge at- 
tracted the attention of learned and scientific men, at home and abroad, and 
with these his intercourse became extensive. He sent many botanical collec- 
tions to Europe, and their beauty, novelty, and admirable classification, won 
universal applause. Literary and scientific societies of London, Edinburgh, 
Stockholm, and other cities, placed his name among those of their honorary 
members ; and finally, George the Third of England appointed him '^ American 
Botanist to his Majesty." He held that honorable position until his death, which 
occurred in September, 1777, when he was in the seventy-sixth year of his age. 
His zeal in scientific pursuits was unabated till the last At the age of. seventy 
years, he made a joTimey in East Florida, to examine and collect the natural 
productions of that region. His son, William, who accompanied his &ther in 
many of these excursions, published, in 1792, an interesting account of their 
travels through East Florida, the Cherokee country, Ac Jobn. Bartram lived 
and died an exemplary member of the Society of Friends. 
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OIHARLES THOMSON. 

,F all the patriots of the Revolution, no man was better aoquamted with the 
men and events of that struggle, than Charles Thomson, who was the per- 
manent Secretary of the Continental Congress for more than fifteen years. He was 
bom in Ireland in 1730, and at the age of eleven years was brought to America 
in company with three older brothers. Their father died from the effects of 
sea-sickness, when within sight of the capes of the Delaware. They landed at 
New Castle, in Delaware, and had no other capital with which to commence 
life in the New World, than strong and willing hands, and honest hearts. Charles 
was educated at New London, in Pennsylvania^ by Dr. Allison, and became a 
teacher in the Friend's Academy, at New Castle. He went to Philadelphia, 
where he enjoyed the friendship of Dr. Franklin and other eminent men. In 
1756, he was the secretary for the Delaware Indians, at a great council held 
with the white people, at Easton ; and that tribe adopted him as a son, according 
to an ancient custom. With all the zeal of an ardent nature, Thomson espoused 
the republican cause ; and when the first Continental Congress met, in Phila- 
delphia, in September, 1774, he was called to the responsible duty of secretary 
to that body.' At about that time, he married Hannah Harrison (the aunt of 

1. Watson relates that Thomson had Just come into Philadelphia, with his bride, aad was alighting 
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President Harrison), whose brother, Bei^amin, was one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. Year after year, Mr. Thomson kept the records 
of the proceedings of Congress, until the new organization of the govemment 
under the Federal Constitution, in 1789. But the demands of public business 
did not wean him firom books, of which he was a great loyer. He had a passion 
for the study of Grreek authors, and actually translated the Septuagint from the 
original into English. He made copious notes of the progress of the Reyolution, 
and after retiring from public life, in 1789, he prepared a History of his own 
times. But his sense of justice and goodness of heart, would not permit him tC' 
publish it; and a short time before he died, he destroyed the manuscript. He 
gave as a reason, that he was unwilling to blast the reputation of families rising 
into repute, whose progenitors were proved to be unworthy of the friendship of 
good men, because of their bad conduct during the war. So the world has lost 
tiie most authentic civil history of the struggle for independence, ever produced. 
Mr. Thomson died on the 16th of August, 1824, when in the ninety-fifth year of 
his age. He then resided at Lower Merion, Montgomery county, Pennsylvania^ 
where he was buried. In 1838, his nephew removed his remains to Laurel Hill 
Cemetery, over which is a handsome monument, bearing an appropriate inscrip' 
tion, composed by John F. Watson, Esq., the Annalist 



FRANCIS ALLISON. 

rB early instructors of great men ought to have a &hare in the honors of their 
pupils, i^ as fiuthM teachers, their instructions have led to such greatness. 
In that relation to several of the men distinguished in the councils of the nation 
daring oiir War for Independence, stands Francis Allison. He was bom in 
Ireland in 1705, and completed his education at the University of Glasgow, in 
Scotland. At the age of thirty years he emigrated to America, and having been 
ordained a minister in the Presbyterian Church, he was chosen pastor of a flock 
at New London, in Chester county, Pennsylvania. His Christian zeal made 
him yearn for more workers in his Master's vineyard, and he opened a free school 
in which he taught many who expressed themselves desirous of becoming gospel 
bearers. About the year 1747, he was invited to take charge of an academy in 
Philadelphia, where he became instructor of many youths, who afterward oc- 
cupied conspicuous public stations. He had educated Charles Thomson, the 
secretary of the Continental Congress during the whole of the revolution and 
several years afterward. In 1755, Dr. Allison was chosen vice-provost of the 
College in Philadelphia, then just established ; and among his earliest pupils, 
was Francis Hopkinson, one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. 
He was professor of moral philosophy ; and during these employments he con- 
tinued his ministerial labors as pastor of the first Presbyterian Church in Phila- 
delphia. Dr. Allison died at Philadelphia, on the 28th of November, 1777, at 
the age of seventy-two years, 

from his ehftiae, when a messenffer from the delegates in Carpenter's Hall came to him, and said they 
wanted him to come and take minates of their proceedings, as ne was an expert at such bnsinesi. For 
his first year's service, he receiTed no par. So Congress Informed his wife, that the/ wished to com* 
pensato her for the absence of her hnsbana during that time, and wished her to name wnat kind of a piece 
•f plate she would like to reoalTe. She chose an urn, and that silver vessel is yet in the family. 
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INCREASE MATHER, 

AMOKG^ the most eminent divines and boldest asserters of freedom in New 
England during the angiy discussions between those settlements and the 
imperial governments in the reign of Charles the Second, was Increase Mather, 
a native of Dorchester, Massachusetts^ where he was bom on the 21st of Jan- 
uary, 1639. He was an exceedingly precocious child; and at the age of twelve 
years, entered Harvard College as a student He graduated with honor in 1656, 
and the following year entered as a student at Trinity College, Dublin. After 
an absence of four years, he returned to Boston ; and in 1664^ was ordained 
minister of the Kor& Church in that city, which connection he held sixty-two 
years, a part of the time assisted by his son, Cotton Mather. 

Mr. ^dather was chosen to fill the presidential chair of Harvard College, after 
the death of President Oakes, but finally resigned when the &culty required 
him to Uve in Cambridge, and thus he separated from his beloved flock in Bos- 
ton. After the English revolution in 1688,^ and the expulsion of governor An- 
dres from New England, 2 Mr. Mather went to the court of William and Mary, 
and by the use of great diplomatic skill, in connection with Sir William Phipps, 
procured the celebrated charter of 1691, for his native colony. On the assem- 
bling of the first legislature, under the new charter, a vote of tiianks was adopted 
by that body, expressive of their appreciation of his faithful public services. 

l^t frightful delusion known as " Salem Witchcraft"^ prevailed about the 
time of Mather's return to Americ£^ and while his son, Cotton, was fiuming the 
flame, he wrote and spoke against it. Like most people in his day, he believed 
in the existence of witches,^ yet his gentle heart and strong common sense ut- 
terly condemned the wicked and cruel accusations and prosecutions witnessed 
ahnost daily. His pen and tongue were among the most efficient instruments 
in the final suppression of legal proceedings. 

During his presidency of Harvard College, Mr. Mather received the title of 
Doctor in Divinity from the feculty of that institution. His diploma was the 
first of the kind issued in America, and he was a worthy recipient of that honor, 
Ibr his long life was spent in the service of his divine Master, and of his native 
country. His piety was unaflfected, and his benevolence was manifested by his 
giving one-tenth of all his income to charitable purposes. At the time cS" his 
deatl^ which occurred on the 23d of August, 1723, at the age of eighty-four 
years, he was properly called the Patriarch of New England. 

1. JsmM, Duke of York, and brother of Charles the Second, succeeded that monarch as King of Great 
Britain. He was a Roman Catholic, and like all the other Stuart kings, was a bad man. The people re* 
belled in 1668, and called James' lon-in-law, William, Prince of Orange and Nassau, to the tiirone. He 
and his wife, Mary, James' daughter, ruled jointly. Their profiles appeared together on the c<4ns, and 
that fact was the origin of the expression of endearment — 

" Cooing and hilling. 
Like William and Mary on a shimng." 

2. Andros has been termed " The Tyrant of New England." When the rerolntion became known, 
Andros was seised, at Boston, put on board a ressel, and, with fifty of his political associates, was 
sent to England, under a charge of mal-administration of public aflkirs. 

S. Bee sketch of Cotton Mather. 

4. We hare noticed the effects of this deludon, in a note on page 27. We may add here, that punish- 
ments for witchcraft were first sanctioned by the Romish Church a little more than three hundred years 
ac« Hsnrr the Eighth made the practice of witchcraft a capital offence -.and profeasioiial ** witch 
hS^ei?Mir«r« eamaoa in Oreat Britain. Bren the learned Sir Matthew kale, one of tha hrlghtaal 
MBMDtnti of the English Judiciary, repeatedly tried and condemned pvpons accused of witekcraft 
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EZRA STILES. 

A FEW weeks before the British under Governor Tryon, entered New Haven, 
in Connecticut, with incendiary intent, a diminutive man of fifty years, 
with a lace beaming with benevolent emotions, and a heart burning with love 
for his country and his race, was elected President of Yale College. It was 
Ezra Stiles, a most excellent Christian scholar, who was bom at North Haven, 
on the 15th of December, 1727. He was educated at Yale, where he was grad- 
uated in 1742. He possessed a clear intellect, brilliant genius, and remarkable 
grace in deportment. He became a tutor in the College, and prepared himself 
for the Christian ministry. Ill health afflicted him, and with it came a state of 
mental suffering which almost made shipwreck of his character. He doubted 
the divinity of Christianity, and turned to the law as his chosen profession for 
life. Thorough investigations of the subject of revealed religion resulted, as 
usual, in convincing him that the teachings of Jesus proceeded from the great 
Father of us all. Under this conviction, Mr. Stiles resumed his clerical studies, 
and became a shining apostle of truth, as pastor of a Congregational society in 
Newport, Rhode Island, in 1765. 

When the storm of the Revolution burst over Narraganset Bay and vicinity, 
and Rhode Island became a prey to the British invaders, Mr. Stiles' congregation 
was dispersed, and he preached in various places, until the year 1777, when, on 
the resignation of Dr. Daggett, he was elected President of Yale College. It 
was a wise choice, for his fame as a classical and Oriental scholar, and a thorough 
disciplinarian, had reached to Europe. He already corresponded extensively 
with leading men of science and learning in the old world, and he has ever been 
regarded as the most accomplished scholar who has yet filled the presidential 
chair of " Old Yale." He occupied that important seat until his death, which 
occurred on the 12th of May, 1795, when he was in the sixty-eighth year of his 
age. Dr. Stiles left a very interesting manuscript journal, which has never been 
published. It is in the library of Ysde College. 



JOHN CARROLL. 

IT is a fact worthy of notice, that the Maryland charter, granted by King 
Charles the First, in 1632, to Lord Baltunore, a Roman Catholic gentleman 
of fortime and influence, was the first of all the royal patents granted for settle- 
ments in America, which guaranteed freedom of thought and worship to all 
who professed a beUef in Christ. Then came Baltimore's descendant (Leonard 
Calvert), with a Roman Catholic colony, and first settled that beautiftd country 
"between North and South Virginia; "(named Maryland, after Henrietta Maria, 
the jijueen of Charles the First,) and to this day, men of that faith have held a 
controlling influence in the affairs of the colony and state, in civil, military, 
political, and religious life. One of the most eminent Ughts of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church in Maryland, was John Carroll, a relative of one of the signers of 
the Declaration of Independence, and for many years a fiuthfhl and highly 
esteemed archbishop, of the archiepiscopal see of Baltimore. He was bom on 
the 8th of January, 1735, at Upper Marlborough, in Maryland, and was remark- 
able for his docility in childhood, and activity of mind during his earlier years. 
At the age of thirteen he was sent to the college of St Omer, in French Flan- 
ders, where he remained until he was transferred to the Jesuits' college, at Liege^ 
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six years afterward. He was ordained a Jesuit priest in 1769, renounced aU 
claims to the estate left him by his father, and then became a teacher at St 
Omer, and afterward at Liege. In 1773, the Jesuits were expelled from France, 
and he was obliged to abandon his professorship in the coUege at Bruges, to 
which he had been lately appointed, and retire to England. He wrote an able 
vindication of the Jesuits, but it availed nothing, for he dared not print it, and 
the manuscript is lost. In England, the accomplished young ecclesiastic became 
secretary to the Jesuit Fathers there. He also accompanied the son of Lord 
Stourton (an English nobleman) on a continental tour, as governor, during 
which time he kept an interesting journal.* On his return to England he* be- 
came a resident in Lord Arundel's family. The quarrel between England and 
her colonies was now waxing warm, and Mr. Carroll returned to his native 
country, in 1775. He immediately commenced the duties of his oflSce of priest 
in his native county. 

Mr. Carroll was now called to other duties. Congress was very desirous of 
winning Canada to the confederation of the American colonies against the 

1. This Joarnal l8 published in the Blopraphy of Archbishop Carroll, written by his nephew, John 
GurroU Brent, and published, in Baltimore, & Istt. 
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mother goyemment, or at least to obtain its neutrality; and for that purpose, 
appointed Br. Franklin, Samuel Chase, and Charles Carroll, commissioners to 
proceed thither, to confer with the leading men there. Father Carroll was in- 
vited to accompany them, because his aaared office, his thorough acquaintance 
with the Frendi language, and his conceded talent, would be of great service. 
The mission proved unsuccessful, however, and the devoted priest returned to 
his ministerial labors. Throughout the war, he was attached to the patriot 
cause, yet he did not neglect his religious duties. His talent and devotion were 
widely known; and in 1786, he was appointed vicar-general, and took up his 
residence at Baltimore. At that time his church was in a languishing state in 
America ; but, like Dr. White, of the Protestant Episcopal Church, Mr. Carroll 
labored assiduously for the growth of his Zion, and may be justly called the 
Father of the Roman Catholic Church in the United States. He was consecrated 
a Bishop (the first for the United States) in 1790; and the following year he 
founded the college at Georgetown. The whole Eepublic was then but one 
diocese, under the title of the see of Baltimore. Under his fostering care, and 
the tolerant principles of our government, the church thrived, and men of every 
creed regarded Bi^op Carroll as one of the best men of the day. Congress, by 
unanimous vote, invited him to deliver an eulogy on the death of Washington, 
and that service was admirably performed in St. Peter's church, in Baltimore, 
on the 22d of February, 1800. In 1808, Baltimore was erected into a metro- 
politan see. Four suffiragan bishops were created, and Dr. Carroll became Arch- 
bishop. With every additional duty laid upon him, the venerable prelate's zeal 
seemed to increase, and he labored faithfully until his death, which occurred on 
the 3d of December, 1816, at the age of eighty years. 



JAMES EDWARD OGLETHORPE. 

THE name of Oglethorpe ought to be held in grateful remembrance as one of 
the noblest of the colonizers of our beautiM land, for he came not hither 
for personal gain, but for the purpose of perfecting a benevolent scheme which 
his tender heart and sound judgment had conceived. He was bom in Surrey, 
England, on the 21st of December, 1698. He was educated for the military 
profession, and became an aide-de-camp to the great Prince Eugene. While a 
representative in Parliament, in 1728, he was placed upon a committee to inquire 
into the condition of imprisoned debtors in Great Britain. His benevolent heart 
was pained at the recitals of woe that fell upon his ears. The virtuous and the 
good were alike cast into loathsome prisons. A glorious idea was awakened 
in his mind; and in 1729, he submitted to Parliament a plan for establishing a 
miUtary colony south of the Savannah river, as a barrier between the Carolinians 
and the Spaniards in Florida, to be composed of the virtuous debtors then in 
prison throughout the kingdom. The plan was heartily approved. A royal 
charter for twenty-one years was granted to a corporation " in trust for the poor," 
to establish a colony to be called Georgia, in honor of Zing George the Second, 
then on the English throne. Oglethorpe was a practical philanthropist; and 
when sufficient money had been subscribed, and the emigrants were almost 
ready for departure, he oflfered to accompany them as governor. He went up 
the Savanniii river early in 1733, and upon Yamacraw Bluflf he held a "talk" 
with some of the Creek chiefe; and there he founded the city of Savannah. In 
the prosecution of his benevolent enterprise he crossed the ocean several times. 
His colony rapidly increased, and within eight years twenty-five hundred settleni 
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were sent over by the trustees, at an expense of four hundred thousand dollars. 
The jealousy of the Spaniards at St Augustine was aroused, and they menaced 
the Georgia oolony with war. Oglethorpe promptly built forts in the direction 
of Florida^ and by skillful military movements, including some fighting, he kept 
back the enemy, and secured permanency to his colony. 

Oglethorpe took final leave of Georgia in 1*743, and in 1*746 was promoted to 
the rank of Brigadier-general in the British army. He was employed, under the 
Duke of Cumberland, in quelling the Scotch rebellion of 1746; and in 174*7, he 
was promoted to Major-genewJ. When General Gage, who was governor of 
Massachusetts, and commander-in-chief of the British forces in America, went 
to England in 1775, the supreme command in this country was offered to Ogle- 
thorpe. The merciful conditions upon which, alone, he would accept the ap- 
pointment did not please the ministiy, and general Howe was sent Oglethorpe 
died at his seat at Grantham Hall, on the 30th of June, 1785, at the age of 
eighty-seven years. 



JOHN SINGLETON COPLEY. 

rE fine arts were but little appreciated and less practiced in America, pre- 
vious to the revolution ; and those artists of American birth who became 
fiunous, obtained their laurel-crowns in England. There West and Copley both 
gained fortune and great fame. The latter was bom in Boston in 1738. He 
possessed a genius for art, and became a pupil of Smibert, a celebrated English 
portrait painter, who accompanied Dean Berkeley to Bhode Island. Smibert 
settled in Boston when Berkeley returned to England, where he married and 
died. Copley was his only student who became proficient ; and after his master's 
death, in 1751, he stood adone in his profession. He painted many full-length 
portraits, and a lucrative and honorable career was opening before him, when the 
early storm-clouds of the revolution began to appear. His business waned, and, 
in 1769, he went to England. This circumstance, and the &ct that his &ther-in- 
law was one of the consignees of the East India Company's tea, which was 
destroyed in Boston Harbor in 1773, caused him to be classed among refugee 
loyalists. He was patronized by Benjamin West, then in the meridian glory of 
his renown; and in 1770, he was admitted a member of the Royal Academy, 
then lately established under the auspices of the young king. He visited Boston 
in 1771, where he remained several months, and then returned to England. In 
1774, he went to Italy; and on his return to England in 1776, he there met his 
wife and children, whom he had left in Boston. They had come with his fether- 
in-law, who was one of the many loyalists who fled to Halifex when Washington 
drove the British firom Boston in the Spring of that year. Copley devoted him- 
self assiduously to portrait painting, for a livelihood^ and occasionally produced 
an historical picture, which attested his fine talent for such composition. On 
the recommendation of West, he was employed to paint two pictures: one for 
the House of Lords, the other for the House of Commons. He chose for his 
subjects. The Death of Chatham^ and Charles the First tn Parliament These 
established his &m€^ and he secured a fortune by his profession. His name-sake 
son, who was bom in Boston, in 1772, he educated for the bar. It was a wise 
choice, for he became as eminent in the profession of the law, as his &ther had 
in painting. He was rapidly rising in honor when his father died, suddenly, 
on the 26th of September, 1815, at the age of seventy-seven years. Twelve 
years later, the Boston-bom son of Copley became Lord Chancellor of Snglanc^ 
•nd was elevated to the peerage, with the title of Lord Lyndhorst 
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WILLIAM WHITE. 

BECAUSE the Established Church of England was always inseparable from 
the throne, episcopacy was regarded with jealous fear by the great body 
of American colonists, and every attempt to establish it in the New World failed, 
until after the revolution. Episcopal ministers in America could obtain ordina- 
tion in England and Scotland, only, until 1785, when Dr. Seabury was consecrated 
a bishop. WiUiam White, the son of a sound Philadelphia lawyer, was the 
second who received that exalted honor in the church, in America. He was 
bom in Philadelphia, on the 4th of April, 1748, and entered the college in that 
city, at the age of fourteen years. He had serious religious impressions at the 
age of sixteen years, and these were greatly deepened by the persuasive elo- 
quence of Whitefield, in 1763. Young White was graduated at the age of 
eighteen, and soon afterward commenced the study of theology. In October, 
1770, he embarked for Europe, and with letters to the Bishop of London, he 
made application to that prelate for deacon's orders. He was successful ; and 
after remaining eighteen months in England, and becoming acquainted with Dr. 
Johnson, Goldsmith, and other men of letters, he received priest's orders. He 
was ordained in April, 1772, and in June embarked for America. In the Autumn 
of that year, he was settled as assistant minister in the parish of Christ Church 
and St Peter*8, in Philadelphia; and for sixty-four years he was a fisdthfiil pas- 
tor in the church of his choice. Nor were his pious labors confined to the 8e^ 
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vices of religion alone : he was always foremost in every benevolent work that 
commended itself to his judgment. 

Surveying the disputes between the colonies and Great Britain, with intel- 
ligent vision, he early perceived the right; and unlike too many of tiie episcopal 
clergymen at that time, he warmly espoused the republican cause. His only 
sister was the wife of Robert Morris (the patriot and financier), and the outwaid 
pressure of circumstances, as well as internal convictions, guided his actions. 
He did not " beat the ecclesiastical drum " before the Ded^tion of Indepen- 
dence was promulgated, but on the Sunday following, he ceased officially pray- 
ing for the king, and soon took the oath of allegiance to the United States. 
Already he had oflfered up prayers in the hall of Congress ;^ and when that body, 
at the close of 1776, convened at Baltimore, he was chosen one of its chaplains.^ 
In that capacity he continued to serve until the seat of government was removed 
to New York. When, again, under the Federal Constitution, the sessions of 
congress were held in Philadelphia, he acted as chaplain, and his labors in that 
field of duty ceased only when the seat of government was removed to Wash- 
ington city, in 1801. 

Mr. White was the only episcopal clergyman in Pennsylvania at the dose of 
the revolution, and the church seemed on the verge of dissolution. Yet he 
labored with increasing zeaL He was called to the rectory of Christ Church 
and St. Peter's; and in 1783, the University of Pennsylvania gave him its first 
issued degree of Doctor of Divinity. At about that time he proposed the estab- 
lishment of an American Episcopal Church, on such a basis, that ministers might 
be appointed by a convention of clergymen and laymen, without the aid of 
bishops. The proposition startled many who could not conceive of the existence 
of "a church without a bishop," but was warmly seconded by those who loved 
religion for its own sake. The acknowledgment of the independence of the 
United States, soon afterward, chwiged the aspect of affairs. Through the ex- 
ertions of Dr. White, a general convention of delegates from the churches^ 
met in PhUadelphia, in October, 1784. He presided; and then and there the 
broad foundations of the Episcopal Chiirch, in America, were laid. At the 
request of the American churches, Drs. White and Provost proceeded to England 
in the Spring of 1786 ; and on the 4th of February, 1787, they were consecrated 
bishops, the former for the diocese of Pennsylvania, and the latter for that of 
New York. From that time, episcopal consecration in the United States was 
performed at home ; and from Bishop White, nearly all of the American prelates, 
consecrated during his life, received the sacred office. For about thirty years 
he performed the duties of his episcopate without assistance; but in 1827, the 
diocese of Pennsylvania becoming very extensive, and as the infirmities of age 
were pressing hard upon the venerable prelate, an assistant bishop was elected. 
Yet he continued his labors until the last, as presiding bishop of the church in 
the United States. In 1835, when the church sent missionaries to Chin% he 
prepared instructions for them ; and that paper shows that his mental vigor was 
imimpaired, although the hand that wrote it was eighty-eight years old. It was 
among the last official labors of his long and useful life. Li June, the following 
year, that devoted patriarch preached his last sermon; and on the 17th of the 
next month, his spirit ascended to the New Jerusalem. In his writings, and in 
his example. Bishop White still lives, and the church yet feels his conservative 
infiuence. 

1. It has been erroneoosly stated that he was the first chaplain of the Contfaiental Ooogreas. 
honor belongs to Rev. Jacob Dnch^. 

2. The other was Rer. Patrick Allison, minister of the Presbyterian Church in Baltimora. Th^ 
chosen on the 2ad of December, 177& 
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GEOROE WASHINGTON. 

FIRST IN War — first in Peace — first in the hearts of his CouNTBTiasir 
— was a just sentiment uttered half a century ago by the foster-son* of the 
Great Patriot, when speakmg of the character of his noble g^uardian. And the 
hand of that son was the first to erect a moniunental stone in memory of The 
Pather of his Country, upon which was inscribed: Here, the 11th of Febru- 
ary [0. S.], 1732, George Washington was born. That stone yet lies on the 
site of his birth-place, in Westmoreland county, Virginia, near the banks of the 
Potomac. The calendar having been changed, 2 we celebrate his birth-day on 
the 22d of February. 

Greorge Washington was descended from an old and titled family in Lan- 
cashire, England, and was the eldest child of his father, by Mary Ball, his second 
wife. He died when George was little more than ten years of age, and the 
guidance of the fiiture Leader, through the dangers of youthhood, devolved upon 
his mother. She was fitted for the service ; and during his eventful life, Wash- 
ington regarded the early training of his mother with the deepest gratitude. 
He received a common English education, and upon that, a naturally thoughtful 
and right-conditioned mind, laid the foundation of fiiture greatness. Truth and 
justice were the cardinal virtues of his character.^ He was always beloved by 
his young companions, and was always chosen their leader in military plays. 
At the age of fourteen years, he wished to enter the navy, but yielded to the 
discouraging persuasions of his mother ; and when he was seventeen years old, 
he was one of the most accomplished land surveyors in Virginia. In the forest 
rambles incident to his profession, he learned much of the topography of the 
coimtry, habits of the Indians, and life in the camp. These were stem but 
useM lessons of great value in his future life. 

Young Washington was appointed one of the adjutants-general of his state at 
the age of nineteen, but soon resigned his conmiission to accompany an invalid 
hal^brother to the West Indies. Two years later, when the French began to 
build forts southward of Lake Erie, he was sent by the royal governor of Vir- 
ginia, to demand a cessation of such hostile movements. He performed the 
delicate mission with great credit ; and so highly were his services esteemed, 
that when, in IT 55, Braddock came to drive the French from the vicinity of the 
Ohio, Washington was chosen his principal aid. The young Leader had already 

1. George Washington Parke Custis, grandson of Mrs. Washington, and adopted son of the distin- 
goished patriot. 

2. In consequence of the difference between the old Roman year and the true solar rear, of a little 
more than eleven minutes, the astronomical equinox fell back that amount of time, each annual cycle, 
toward the beginning of the year. It fell on the 21st of March, at the time of the council of Nice, in 
323. Pope Gregory the Thirteenth reformed the calendar in 1582 (when the equinox fell on the 11th of 
March,) by suppressing ten days in the calendar, and thus restoring the equinox to the 2l8t of March. 
The Protestant states of Europe adhered to the old calendar, until 1700 ; and popular prejudice in Eng- 
land opposed the alterations, until 1762. when the Julian calendar, called Oid Style, was abolished by 
Parliament. The retrogression since Gregory's time made it necessary to drop 11 days, instead of ten. 
Now ihe diflference is about twelve days, so that Washington's birth-day, according to the I^eio Style, is 
«a the 23d of February. 

3. Young Washington was playing in a field one day with another boy, when he leaped upon an un- 
tamed colt belmiging to his mother. The firightened animal used such great exertions to get rid of his 
ridw, that he bmrst a blood vessel and died. Oeorge went immediately to his mother, and save bar %. 
traimhil relatkm of all that had happened. This is a noble exampla for all boyi. 
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been in that wilderness at the head of a military expedition, and perfonned his 
duty so well, that he was publicly thanked by the Virginia legislature. Brad- 
dock was defeated and killed, and his whole army escaped utter destruction only 
through the skill and valor of Colonel "Washington, in directing their retreat.* 
He continued in active military service most of the time, until the close of 1758, 
when he resigned his commission, and retired to private life. 

At the age of twenty-seven years, Washmgton married the beautiful Martha 
Custis, the young widow of a wealthy Virginia planter, and they took up theh* 
abode at Mount Vernon, on the banks of the Potomac, an estate left him by his 
half-brother. There he quietly pursued the business of a farmer until the Spring 
ofl7T4, when he was chosen to fill a seat in the Virginia legislature. The 
storm of the great revolution was then gathering ; and toward the close of Summer 
he was elected a delegate to the first Continental Congress, which assembled 
at Philadelphia, in September. He was a delegate the following year, when the 
storm burst on Bunker Hill, after the first hghtning flash at Lexington ; and by 
the unanimous voice of his compatriots he was chosen commander-in-chief of 
the army of freemen which had gathered spontaneously around Boston. 

For eight long years "Washington directed the feeble armies of the revolted 
colonies, in their struggle for independence. That was a terrible ordeal through 
which the people of America passed 1 During the night of gloom which brooded 
over the hopes of the patriots from the British invasion of New York, until the 
capture of Comwallis, he was the lode-star of their hopes. And when the 
blessed morning of Peace dawned at Yorktown, and the last hoof of the oppress- 
or had left our shores, Washington was hailed as the Dehverer of his people; 
and he was regarded by the aspirants for freedom in the eastern hemisphere as 
the brilliant day-star of promise to future generations. 

During all the national perplexities after the return of peace, incident to 
financial embarrassments and an imperfect system of government, Washington 
waa regarded, still, as the public leader ; and when a convention assembled to 
modify the existing government, he was chosen to preside over their delibera- 
tions. And again, when the labors of that convention resulted in the formation 
of our Federal Constitution, and a president of the United States was to be 
chosen, according to its provisions, his countrymen, with unanimous voice, called 
hun to the highest place of honor in the gift of a free people. 

Washington presided over the affjairs of the new Republic for eight years, and 
those the most eventftd in its history. A new government had to be organized 
without any existing model, and new theories of government were to be put in 
practice for the first time. The domestic and foreign poUcy of the country had 
to be settled by legislation and diplomacy, and many" exciting questions had to 
be met and answered. To guide the ship of state through the rocks and quick- 
sands of all these difficulties required great executive skill and wisdom. "Wash- 
ington possessed both ; and he retired from the theatre of public life without the 
least stain of reproach upon his judgment or his intentions. 

The great Patriot and Sage enjoyed the repose of domestic life, at Mount 
Vernon, in the midst of an affectionate family and the almost daily congratula- 
tions of visitors, for almost three years, when the effects of a heavy cold closed 
his brilliant career, in deaths He ascended to the bosom of his Grod on the 14th 
of December, 1799, when almost sixty-eight years of age.* 

1. Braddook persisted in fighting the Indians according to the military tactics of Knrope ; and whan 
Washingtonmodestly 5 uggested the policy of adopting the Indian method of warfare, it is said that 
Braddock haughtily r.aswered, " What 1 a proyincial boskin teach a British general how to fight !" 

8. Hi* body was placed In the old Taalt, at Moaat Vomon. Aflorwardt, In aceordaaco with his Inatniettoo*, a 
new Tault waa eoDsiniei<id, with a spaeloas ▼estibnie. In the latter may be seen two whiM marble eoOne eoatala* 
kBf the remains of WaehlaigtoA aad his wUb. 
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FRANCIS HOPKINSON. 

THE bud of a keen wit and zealous patriot appeared when, at almost midnight 
on the 3d of September, 1738, Francis Hopkinson waa born in the city of 
Philadelphia. His father was a fine scholar, and an intimate friend of Dr. 
Franklin; his mother was a woman of prreat refinement, and niece of the Bishop 
of Worcester. They came from England immediately after their marriage, 
settled in Philadelphia, and died there. When Francis was fourteen years old, 
his mother was left a widow with a large family of children. She discharged 
the holy duties of her station with fidelity and success. 

Francis Hopkinson was the first scholar and first graduate of the Cdfkgt of 
Philadelphia, of which his fether was one of the founders. He was an honor to 
the institution. The profession of the law was his choice, and he studied in the 
office of Benjamin Chew, afterward the eminent chief justice of Pennsylvania. 
He was fond of literary and scientific pursuits, and for the purpose of expanding 
and strengthening his faculties by contact with eminent men, he went to Eng- 
land, and resided with the Bishop of Worcester, about two years. Soon after 
his return, in 1768, he married Ann Borden, the accomplished daughter of a 
wealthy gentleman, the founder of Bordentown, New Jersey; and that beoame 
his place of residence. His country was then agitated by tie premonitions of 
the approaching Revolution, and his active mind often found powerful expressiwi 

3* 
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through his pen. His first publication, of moment, was a small pamphlet en^ 
titled, A PreU/y Story ^ which is said to have had great influence on the public 
mind, in quickening its perceptions of the true relations existing between Great 
Brit^ and her colonies. It abounds with fine specimens of imagination, com- 
position, and elegant wit. So in his conversation ; it was ever marked by great 
refinement. He was never known to use a profane word, or utter an expression 
that would make a lady blush. 

When the colonies had drawn the sword and cast away the scabbard, Mr. 
Hopkinson, who had been an unflinching patriot from the beginning, was chosen 
a delegate to represent New Jersey in the Continental Congress. In that ca- 
pacity he signed the BedarcUion of Independence, and soon afterward received 
the commission of Judge of Admiralty, for Pennsylvania. While in that station 
he wrote that exceedingly witty poem, entitled Tfie JBatUe of ike KegsA 

When the Federal Constitution was before the people, Judge Hopkinson be- 
came one of its most zealous and eloquent supporters, with tongue and pen ; and 
in 1790, President Washington appointed him a judge of the United States 
court, for the district of Pennsylvania, under the new organization of the judi- 
ciary. He did not bear the ermine and its honors long, for on the 9th of May, 
1791, he was suddenly smitten with epilepsy, which terminated his life in the 
course of a few hours. 

Mr. Hopkinson^s genius was versatile. He was proficient in the knowledge 
of music, mathematics, mechanics, and chemistry. As a satirical writer he has 
few peers; and he held a front rank as a statesman and jurist. His works, 
arranged by himself were published in three volumes, after his death, and are 
now exceedingly rare. 



THOMAS HUTCHINSON. 

MANY good men, whose actions have been governed by the purest and loftiest 
motives, have been made the targets of scorn by partisan writers; and it 
is diflScult, when perusing the pages of history, to judge correctly of the real 
characters of the prominent men whose actions make ap the sum of the record. 
Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts during some of the most excit- 
ing scenes of the early years of the revolutionary struggle, is generally regarded 
with contempt and indignation by readers of American hi^ry, because, like 
thousands of conscientious men, he chose the royal side in the controversy. He 
was bom in Massachusetts, in 1711, and was graduated at Harvard CoUege in 
1727. His father had been a public man, and Thomas studied English constitu- 
tional law, with the intention of becoming a statesman. He first embarked in 
commercial pursuits, however, but did not succeed. For ten consecutive years 
he was elected a member of the Massachusetts Assembly, and he was Speaker 
of that body for three years. In 1752, he succeeded his uncle as judge of pro- 
bate; and firom 1749 until 1756, he was a member of the governor's council. 
In 1758, he was elected Ueutenant-govemor of the province, and held that office 
until 1771, when he was appointed governor. In the meanwhile he had held 
the office of chief justice, after the death of Judge Sewall, in 1760. That office 

1. A man, named Bnshnell, of OonencticQt, Invented a sabmarin* explosive apparatus, bj which 
8h.*''s might be blown up. An ineffectual attempt was made to blow up the Eagle, Oeneral Howe's flac> 
sU, in the harbor of New York, in 1776. In 1778, while the British had possession of Philadelphia, 
ant everal of their ships were lying in the Delaware, some Whigs at Bordentown prepared several ken 
of owder with a similar machine, and sent them floating down the current of the river, toward tfie 
BkVish shipping. They caused great alarm, and in commemoration of that event the BcMe qf OU Ki§» 
IVM written. The author's son, Joseph, wrote the popular national song, BaU Cohmtda. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NATHANIEL GREENE. 69 

had been protnised to the elder Otis, and the disaj^pointment gave a keener 
point to the opposition of the younger Otis to the person and administration of 
Hutchinson, when the dispute between Great Britain and her colonies was pro- 
gressing. Other things had made Hutchinson unpopular with many of the people. 
In 1748, he was chiefly instrumental in abolishing the paper currency of the 
colony, and substituting gold and silver therefor ; and he favored the law granting 
writs of assistance, or general search-warrants for contraband goods, by which no 
man's house was safe from prying officials. He was also active, with Governor 
Bernard, in bringing troops to Boston, in IT 68, to awe the people; and much of 
the odium of the massacre in Boston, in March, 1770, was cast upon him. » These 
things created a strong popular feeling against him; and when, in 1772, certain 
letters which he had written to a former member of Parliament, were sent back 
from England to Boston by Dr. Franklin, and published, in which he gave 
advice, in disparagement of popular hberty in America, the people could scarcely 
be restrained fi*om manifesting their indignation by inflicting personal violence 
upon him. He was compelled to leave the country in 1774, when he went to 
England. He died at Brompton, in that realm, on the 3d of June, 1780, at the 
age of sixty-nine years. However much Governor Hutchinson sinned against 
our republican Mth, his memory deserves to be revered for his &ithful labors in 
the field of historical research. He prepared, with great care, a History of 
Massachusetts, from the earliest settlements in 1628, until 1760. The first volume 
was published in 1760, and the second in 1767. He had also prepared much 
more historical matter concerning the colony ; and his unpublished manuscripts 
were procured for publication in this country, thirty years after his death. His 
History of Massachusetts is standard authority. 



NATHANIEL GREENE. 

r[S ablest of Washington's generals was the son of an anchor-smith at War- 
wick, Rhode Island, where the future hero was bom, in 1740. Nathaniel 
was trained to his Other's business, and was taught to love God and his neigh- 
bor by his pious Quaker mother. While yet a boy, he acquired some knowledge 
of Latin ; and before his apprenticeship expired, his little earnings, judiciously 
used, had furnished him with a small library. Contrary to Quaker teachings, 
he loved the miHtary art, read much of military history with delight, and when 
the clang of arms came from Lexington and Concord, he went forth to act mili- 
tary history, in a nobler cause than warriors usually engage in. At the age of 
twenty-one years, he had been called to a seat in the Rhode Island legislature ; 
at the age of thirty-five years, he led to Roxbury, after the afl&ir at Lexington, 
the three regiments which formed the army of observaiion^ raised by his State 
for the defence of the country. The Quakers disowned him, and Washington 
and his country adopted him. His State had made him a Brigadier; Congress 
appointed him a Major-general in the Continental army. He was sick during 
the battle on Long Island, in August, 1776, but was in the engagements at 
Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, and Germantown, during the next fifteen 
months. He was honored with the important office of Quarter-master general 
in March, 1778, and in June he fought gallantly on the plains of Monmouth. 
In the Autumn of 1780, he took command of the remnant of the southern army 

1. A dispute between some of the people and the troops occurred. A Urge crowd gathered in the 
•treetsli; the troops were drawn up in line, and after being boffeted with words and missiles, for som'' 
time, some of tiie soldiers fired, 'fhrea persona la the crowd were killed. It was made the occasioa 
•f groat indignation agabist the troo>« jud £ove/nment officials. 
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which had been defeated and dispersed at Camden, under Greneral Gates ; and 
before the close of 1781, he had driven the British from every strong interior 
position, in the South, and confined them to the cities of Charleston and Savan- 
nah. During that year, his famous retreat before Lord Comwallis, across North 
CaroUna, and the battles at Guilford, Camden, Ninety-Six, and Eutaw Springs, 
were achieved ; and the following year he marched victoriously into Charleston, 
amid the booming of cannons, the waving of handkerchief in fair hands from 
balconies and windows, and shouts of welcome I from crowds of liberated free- 
men. At the same hour, the white sails of a British fleet, bearing the last hos- 
tile foot from our shores, south of New York, were glistening in the evening 
sun. And yet the last resting-place, on earth, of this patriot and hero, is un- 
known to this generation. The gratefril Georgians gave him a flne estate in 
that land of the orange and palm ;^ and while there, in June, 1786, he was over- 
come by the heat of the sun^ fell and expired. His remains were buried in a 
vault in Savannah, but there is nothing to distinguish them from the common 

1. In testimony of the mtefal appreciation of hit lenriees in the Sonth. the Legislatare of Sootb 
Carolina voted him fifty thonnad dollars : that of North Carolina, twentT«fiTe fhoiuand doUart ; mA 
of Georgia, twenty-firar thounnd acres of uuidq in the Ticixdty of SaTinnan. 
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relics of mortality around them. Even the particular vault wherein they were 
deposited is unlmown, and they are lost to humanity forever. His memory, 
however, shall bloom, ever fresh, in the hearts of his countrymen, and his fiune, 
less perishable than brass or marble, will endure while freedom has a temple or 
a worshipper. Congress ordered a monument to be erected to his memory at 
the seat of the Federsd Government, but the stone for it is yet in the quarry.^ 



ZABDIEL BOYLSTON. 

INOCULATION for the small-pox, so as to ward off the violence of that foul 
and &tal disease, was first practiced in England, in 1*721, by Lady Mary 
Wortley Montague, whose son had been successfully treated, in that way, at 
Constantinople. She tried the experiment upon seven capital convicts, and was 
successful. At about the same time, and while ignorant of the fiict of Lady 
Mary's operations. Doctor Boylston introduced the practice at Boston.^ He was 
a man of courage and benevolence ; a native of Brookline, Massachusetts, where 
he was bom in 1680. He studied medicine and surgery at Boston, and soon 
became an eminent practitioner and man of fortune. 

Dr. Boylston's attention was first called to the subject of inoculation by Dr. 
Cotton Mather, who had read an account of its successful practice at Smyrna, 
in the East. The small-pox was then raging with fearful fatality in Boston ; 
but of all the physicians there, Boylston was the only one who possessed suf- 
ficient courage to try the experiment. On the 26th of June, 1721, he inocu- 
lated his little son, aged six years, and two servants. He was successful, and 
began to enlarge the practice. The other physicians opposed him, and in the 
course of the next month the selectmen of Boston forbade its practice. At that 
moment six venerable clergymen of the city gave their influence in its fiivor, 
and benevolence and good sense triumphed over prejudice and ignorance. In 
the course of a year he inoculated two hundred and forty-seven persons in 
Boston ; and of two hundred and eighty-six inoculated by himself and physi- 
cians in neighboring towns, only six died, while of five thousand seven hundred 
and fifty-nine persons who had the small-pox the natural way, eight hundred and 
forty-four died. Notwithstanding this triumphant vindication of the utility of 
the practice, Dr. Boylston was mercilessly persecuted by other physicians ; and 
the common people became so exasperated against him, that it was unsafe for him 
to be seen out after dark. They went so far, at one time, as to parade the streets 
with halters, declaring their intention to hang him,^ and those who submitted 
to his practice were grossly insulted. Dr. Mather and others adhered to him, 
and he triumphed. 

Dr. Boylston went to England in 1*725. The fame of his practice preceded 
him, and he was honored with membership in the Royal Society. When he 
returned home, prejudice had given way to common sense ; and to the end of 

1. At Watt Point are two brass canoons, captnred from the British, and presented to General Greene. 
On them is the following inscription : " Taken from the British army, and presented, bv order of tha 
United States, in Congress assembled, to Major-general Greene, as a monument of their high sense of 
the wisdom, fortitude, and military talents which diBfingoished his command in the Southern Depart- 
HMot, and of the eminent services which, amid complicated dangers and difficulties, be performed for 
his country. October ye 18th, 1788." 

2. The safer preventiTe practice of vaccination, now universally used instead of inoculati m, was 
discovered by Edward Jenner in 1776. Among those who first introduced the new practice iato this 
•onntrv, was Doctor Eneas Munson, of Connecticut. He used vaccination in 1782. 

8. His alleged offence was the spreading of a loathsome disease throughout the community ; and it 
WW slso argued that the small-pox being a judgment sent upon the people tar their sini, any cndaaver 
to avert the blow vo«ld offnd Qod itiU mora 1 
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his days he stood at the head of his profession in America. Bodily infinnitj 
induced him to retire to his patrimonial estate at Brookline, where he engaged 
in literary and scientific pursuits in connection with agriculture. He hsA the 
pleasure of seeing inoculation uniyersally practiced. On the 1st of Hard), 
1766, he said to his friends, " My work in this world is done, and my hopes of 
futurity are brightening;" and lien closed his eyes forever. 



WILLIAM BRADFORD. 

" 'PHANK GU>d there are no free schools in this province, nor printing press*, 
1 and I hope we shall not have for these hundred years," said Berkeley, 
the royal governor of Virginia, in 16T1. His hope was almost realized in respect 
to the press ; but in other colonies that mighty worker, then in its childhood, 
began its labors early. More than thirty years before the utterance of these 
sentiments, a press had been established at Cambridge, Massachusetts; and 
sixteen years afterward, William Bradford, who came to America with William 
Penn, set up a press and printed an Almanac at Philadelphia, or in its imme- 
diate vicinity. 

Mr. Bradford was a Quaker, and native of Leicestershire, England. He learned 
the printer's trade in London, and married the daughter of his master, through 
whom he became acquainted with Greorge Fox, the founder of his sect* The 
Almanac printed by him was for the year 1687, and was made at Burlington, 
New Jersey. He printed several controversial pamphlets, and among them was 
one by George Keith agamst some of the Quakers of Philadelphia. It was 
deemed seditious, and Keith and Bradford were arrested and imprisoned, in 1692. 
They were tried and acquitted; but havihg incurred the ill-will of the dominant 
party of Quakers, Bradford took up his residence in New York the following year, 
where he was appointed government printer, and for a period of about thirty 
years he was the only practitioner of his art in that province. His first produc- 
tion was a folio volume of laws of the province. • 

In the Autumn of 1725, Bradford commenced the publication of the flnrt 
newspaper printed in that colony, which he called Tfie New York Oazette. John 
Peter Zenger, one of his apprentices, became a business competitor in 1726; and 
in 1733 he, too, published a newspaper, called Th£ New York Weekly Journal 
Much enmity existed between them, and their respective papers became the 
organs of the two political parties then existing in New York. Bradford al- 
ways supported the government party, while Zenger spoke boldly for the 



Bradford had two sons, Andrew and William, whom he instructed in his art, and 
made them partners in business. He owned a paper mill at Elizabetbtown, New 
Jersey, in 1728, which is believed to have been the first one established in America. 
At the age of seventy years, he retired from business, and lived with his son, 
Andrew, until his death, which occurred on the 23d of May, 1752, when he was 
ninety-four years of age. He had been printer to the government more than 
fifty years; and during his long life he had never been seriously sick. At the 
time of his death, it was announced in his Gaaette, that "being quite worn out 
with old age and labor, his lamp of life went out for want of oiL" 

1. Fox promnlnted his pecaliar tenets about 1660. He boldly condemned ttai in Wgh plMM ; and H 
WM while ttdmomshine Justice Bennet, of Derby, that he was first called a Qwikert beeaaae he toU 
Uukt magistrate to {MofooiMllrem&leottAe word Q^f^Xord. Fox came to Amnlea In UVtt, 
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LINDLEY MURRAY. 

" lifURR AY'S GRAMMAR " is as widely known as the EngUsh Unguage, and 
i" forms a part of the vision of school-days which comes up occasionally 
before the memory of every educated American. It emanated from an invalid, 
confined for sixteen years in a sick room. He was the son of an eminent Qua- 
ker merchant in the city of New York, but was bom at Swetara, near Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, in 1745, while his father was engaged in the vocation of a miller, 
there. 

"While yet a small boy, lindley Murray was placed in a school in Philadelphia, 
where he was thoroughly instructed in the EngUsh branches of education, by 
Ebenezer Kinnersly, a friend and correspondent of Dr. Franklin. He accom- 
panied his father to New York, and was eagerly engaged in the study of the 
Greek and Latin languages, preparatory to a collegiate course, when failing 
health compelled him to leave his books. He entered his father's counting- 
room, but the routine of service there, and the restraints of a stern parent, be- 
came exceedingly irksome to him. He thirsted intensely for knowledge to be 
derived from books ; and a punishment which he deemed unmerited, inflicted by 
his father's hand, was made an excuse for his sudden flight from home. For 
many weeks he was a close student in a boarding-school at Burlington, New 
Jersey, before his friends ascertained, by accident, his place of conce^ment. A 
reconciliation was effected, and Lindley returned to the drudgery of a merehant'i 
desk. 
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After much persnasioiif young Murray's father permitted him to enter the law 
office of Benjamin Eissam, as a student, where he enjoyed the fellowship of 
John Jay, then preparing for that brilliant public career upon which he soon 
afterward entered. His Cither gave him a fine law Ubrary, and Lindley Murray 
commenced the practice of his profession, in the city of New York, with prom- 
ises of great success. He married an amiable woman, and regarded himself 
as permanently settled for life, when feeble health admonished him to try a 
change of cUmate. He went to England, was greatly benefited, and sent for 
his fiunily ; but yearning for his native land, he returned in 1771. When the 
War for Independence broke out, he acted consistently with the principles and 
discipline of the Society of Friends, of which he was a valued member, and re- 
mained neutral and in retirement, at Islip, Long Island. His father died during 
the war,' and on the return of peace, Lindley went back to the city, resumed 
the mercantile business, which ho abandoned in youth, purchased a beautiful 
country-seat on the Hudson, and seemed about to take ra^ with the merchant 
princes. Again ill-health warned him away from the changeable climate of 
New York. He went to England, purchased a beautiful estate in Yorkshire, 
and there gradually sunk into the confirmed invalid's chair. His malady was a 
disease of the muscles, which finally deprived him of the use of his limbs. For 
sixteen years he was confined to his room, and it was during that long season 
of bodily affliction that he produced his popular English Grammar^ English 
Header J and several religious works. At his death, which occurred on the 16th 
of February, 1826, in the eighty-first year of his age, he left a fund, the interest 
of which was to be devoted to the diffusion of religious sentiments in America. 
The Trustees faithfully execute that provision of his will, and have gratuitously 
distributed many thousands of his '* Power of Keligion on the Mind." They have 
just published Dymond's "Inquiry into the Accordance of War with the Prin- 
ciples of Christianity," for the same purpose. 



JACOB LEISLER. 

rS pubhc life of Jacob Leisler, the first martyr to the democratic faith in 
America, presents a picture of the active development of repubUcan ideas 
which had taken root in the New World, and began to germihate, more thaa 
half a century before. He was a native of Frankfort, in Germany, and came to 
America in 1660. He first settled at Fort Orange (Albany), in New Netherland ; 
and about the time when the province passed into the hands of the English, and 
New Amsterdam became New York, he began commercial life in that city. 
While on a voyage to Europe, about the year 1675, he was made a prisoner by 
some Mediterranean pirates, and sold to a Turk, with seven others. He paid a 
high price for his ransom, and then returned to New York, where he became 
one of the most successful and influential merchants. In 1683, notwithstanding 
his well-known Protestant feelings, the Roman Catholic governor Dongan ap- 
pointed him one of the commissioners of the court of admiralty. He also had 
command of a militia corps, and was very popular. When, in the Spring of 
1689, the dethronement of James the Second was known, and changes took 
place in the governments of the several colonies, the people of New York imme- 
diately appointed a committee of safety, under whose direction Leisler was re- 

1. Robert Murray, the fatlicr of Lindley, owned one of the first three coaches introduced into the oitj 
of New York, about ninety years ago- Another, owned by Mr. Beekman, is yet well preserved, and &, 
possassion of his descendant, Hon. James W. Beekman. There was much prc;)udice againci coach«», 
when they were introduced, and Murray called his " a leathern conTenlency." His country Mat wmm 
ma land naw knoro hs Mntray Hill, in the city of New York. 
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quested to take charge of the fort, m the name of the new sovereigns, William 
and Mary. Nicholson, the successor of Dongan, fled on board a vessel and 
departed, and the people consented to Leisler's assuming the powers of governor 
until a new one should be appointed by the crown. This act offended the 
magistrates and the aristocracy; and when Governor Sloughter arrived in 1691, 
Leisler was accused of high treason. His son-in-law, Milbome, who acted as 
his deputy, was included in the charge. Although Leisler surrendered his 
authority into the hands of the legally-appointed governor, yet, when he went 
in person to deliver up the keys of the fort, both he and MUbome were seized 
Mid cast into prison by those who had resolved on their destruction. They were 
tried on a charge of treason, found guilty, find condemned to death, Sloughter 
felt the injustice of the sentence, and withheld his signature to their death- 
warrants. He was an inebriate, and at a dinner party, given for the purpose, 
he became drunk, and while in that state, was induced, imconsciously, to put 
his name to the fatal instrument. Before he became sober, Leisler and Milbome 
were suspended upon a gallows on the verge of Beekman's swamp, near the 
spot where Tammany Hall now [1854] stands. These were the proto-martyrs 
of liberty in America. Their death lighted an intense flame of party spirit ; and 
the pretence made by their enemies, that Leisler waa inimical to the Protestant 
King and Queen, had not the shadow of a foundation. The feet that in 1689, 
he purchased a tract on Long Island Sound, in Westchester county, for the per- 
secuted Huguenots (which they named New Rochelle), was a sufficient refuta- 
tion of the feise charge. Leisler's property, which the local government confis- 
cated, was afterward restored to his ^nily. 



JAMES BOWDOIN. 

FROM the stock of the Huguenots, or French Protestants, who fled from Prance 
on the revocation of the edict of Nantes, came many noble men who shine 
as stars in the firmament of our political and social history. James Bowdoin, 
the eminent statesman and governor, was of that stock. He was bom in Bos- 
ton on the 18th of August, 1727. His grandfether fled from France in 1685, 
and came to Anl^rica by way of Ireland, two years later, and settled at Fal- 
mouth (now Portland), in Maine. James was the son of an eminent merchant, 
and was educated at Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1745. He 
was remarkable for his application, while a student, and his deportment was 
always correct He had just laid the foundation of a good character, when, at 
the age of twenty-one years, his fether died, and left him an ample fortune. 
Yet that possession did not cause him to fi^ld his hands in idleness. His thirst- 
ing mind sought out the pleasant fountains of knowledge ; and soon aiter his 
marriage, in 1749, he commenced a system of literary and scientific research. 
He was elected to represent Boston in the General Court, in 1763, where his 
learning and eloquence soon made him a conspicuous leader. Three years after- 
ward, he was chosen to a seat in the Council, where he was a highly-respected 
member for many years. When grievances began to be complained of by the 
colonists, Bowdoi]> was found upon ihe side of the people, and for this offence, 
he was refused a seivt in the council, by Govemor Bemard, in 1769. Hutchinson, 
however, allowed him to take a seat at the council board, saying, " His opposi- 
tion to our measures will be less injurious here than in the house of represent- 
atives,'' to which the people had elected him. He was chosen a delegate to 
the first Congress in 1774, but the illness of his wife prevented his attendance. 
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The following year he was chosen president of the council of Massachusetts, and 
he held that important office most of the time until the adoption of the State 
Constitution in 1780. He was president of the convention which formed that 
instrument; and in 1785, when John Hancock resigned the chair of chief 
magistrate of the State, Bowdoin was chosen to succeed him in office. It was 
during his administration that the troubles, known as SJiay^s RebelMon, took place 
in Massachusetts. By his orders, four thousand troops were placed under the 
command of General Lincoln, to suppress the insurrection ; and he was one of 
the largest contributors to a voluntary subscription of money, which was raised 
in Boston, within a few hours, to pay the expenses of the troops. He was a 
member of the Massachusetts convention, called to deliberate on the Federal 
Constitution, and he gave that instrument his hearty support Governor Bow- 
doin was a patron of letters. He subscribed liberally for the restoration of the 
library of Harvard College, destroyed in 1764; and from 1779 till 1784, he was 
a fellow of the corporation. In 1780, he was instrumental in founding the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in Boston ; and his fostering care was 
given to other societies, humane and scientific. The University at Edinburgh 
conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws, and he was chosen a member 
of the Royjd Societies of London and Dublin. He was a benevolent Christian, 
in the highest sense of the term; and in all his numerous writings fundamental 
truths of Christianity were prominently recognized. This eminent man died ai 
Boston^ in 1790, at the a^^e of sixty-tluree years. 



SAMUEL KIRKLAND. 

** TJO^ beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of those " who carry the 
XI gospel of peace, love, and brotherhood to the dark-minded without the 
pale of civilization. Peerless among such fiiithful messengers, was Samuel 
Kirkland, who, for forty years, labored with untiring zeal among the pagans <^ 
central New York. He was bom at Norwich, Connecticut, on the 1st of Decem- 
ber, 1741, and through life exhibited the indomitable courage, energy, and per- 
severance of his Scotch lineage. Of his childhood we know very little. In 
early youth he entered Dr. Wheelock's school at Lebanon, and prepared to be a 
missionary among the Indians. There he was much beloved for his gentleness, 
a quality which endeared him to his fellow-students at Princeton, where he pur- 
sued a collegiate course of studies from 1762 until 1764. He left the institution 
before completing his education, and dwelt with the Seneca Indians from 1 764 
until 1766. He received his collegiate degree, however, in 1765 ; and in June, 
1766, he was ordained, at Lebanon, as a missionary to the Indians, under tho 
sanction of the Scotch Society for propagating the gospel among the heathen. 
He entered upon his work in August, and made his residence among tho Oneidas 
at their " council house," a little south-west of Fort Stanwix, now Roma There 
he built a house with his own hands, and labored day and night for the good 
of the poor Indians. Toil and exposure impaired his health, and he sought its 
restoration by passing the Summer of 1769 with his friends in Connecticut. In 
the Autumn he married a niece of Dr. "Wheelock, and soon afterward he returned 
to his post of duty in the wilderness, accompanied by his excellent wife, as tax 
as the house of General Herkimer, at the Little Falls of the Mohawk.* She re- 
mained there a few weeks, imtil her forest home was made comfortable ; and 

1. Early fhe following Summer, Mrs. Eirkland started to y^sit her mother In Conneetleut. She pco> 
ceeded on horseback, but went no further than the house of General Herkimer, where the sare blr& t» 
twin loiia, in ▲ugost, 1770. One of these was afterward President Kirkland of Hanrard C<Ml«g«. 
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then they commenced those joint missionary labors, which were exceedingly 
saccessful tmtil the preparations of the "War for Independence were commenced. 
Those disturbances deranged their noble plans ; and the growing insecurity of 
forest life caused Mr. Kirkland to fix the residence of his &mily at Stockbridge, 
in Western Massachusetts. Yet he did not desert his post, but labored on 
through all the dark scenes of the seven years' war that ensued, not only for the 
spiritual benefit of the dusky tribes, but in unceasing endeavors to keep the Six 
Nations* neutral. He succeeded with the Oneidas, only ; the other tribes be- 
came active allies of the British, for the influence of Sir William Johnson and 
his family was greater than that of the missionary. 

Mr. Kirkland was chaplain at Fort Schuyler (formerly Fort Stanwix, now 
Borne, in Oneida county) for some time, and in that capacity he accompanied 
G^eneral Sullivan in his expedition from Wyoming, agamst the Senecas, in 1778. 
After that, he was at Fort Schuyler and vicinity, or with his family at Stock- 
bridge, until peace was declared. In subsequent treaties with the Indians, he 
was very active and useful ; and when the field of his labors began again to 
whiten, under the blessed sun of peace, his family prepared to make their resi- 
dence in the Indian country. It was never accomplished, for Mrs. Kirkland 
sickened at the close of 1787, and late in January following, she died. The be- 
reaved missionary left her grave for his harvest field in the wilderness, and toiled 

1. The Iroqnois confederacy in the State of New Tork. It originally conslitted of five tribes, namely, 
Onondaga, Seneca. Oneida, Mohawk, and Cayuga. These were joined by their kindred in language, 
Ow Tnacaroraa of North GaroUna, in the early part of the last century. 
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on, year after year, in civil and religious duties. He accompanied a delegation 
of Senecas to Philadelphia, in 1790, and was rewarded by the conversion to 
Christianity of the great chie^ Complanter, with whom he travelled, instructed 
and convinced. In 1791, he made a census of the Six Nations, and at the same 
time he succeeded in establishing an institution of learning, which was incor- 
porated in 1793, under the title of T?ie Hamilton Oneida Academy. This was 
the origin of Hamilton College. Mr. Kirkland continued his labors among the 
Oneidas until his death, which occurred, after a brief illness, at his residence in 
Paris, Oneida county, on the 28th of February, 1808, in the sixty-seventh year 
of his age. 



ANN LEE, 



FOUNDERS of sects become famous by their fruits, whether they be good oi 
evil ; and in the consistent, upright character of followers, impostors have 
obtained canonization as saints. Of such as these was the immortal Ann Lee, 
the founder, in America, of the sect known as Shaking Quakers. She was bom 
in Manchester, England, about the year 1736. Her father was a blacksmith, 
and she was taught the trade of cutting fur for hatters. She married young, 
and had four children, who all died in infancy. At the age of twenty-two years, 
she became a convert to the doctrines of James "Wardley, a Quaker, who preached 
the holiness of celibacy, and the wickedness of marriage, and whose followers, 
because of the great agitations of their bodies when religiously exercised, were 
called Shakers.* After nme years of discipline, she opened her mouth as a 
teacher; and in 1770, while confided in prison as a half-crazed fanatic, she pre- 
tended to have had a revelation of great spiritual gifts. She declared that in 
her dwelt the " "Word ;" and her followers say, " the man who was called Jesus, 
and the woman who was called Ann, are verily the two great pillars of the 
church." She was acknowledged to be a spiritual mother in Israel, and is known 
by the common appellation of " Mother Ann." She came to New York in 1774, 
with her brother and a few followers; and in the Spring of 1776, they settled 
at Niskayuna (now Watervliet, opposite Troy), where the sect still flourifihee. 
Some charged Mother Ann with witchcraft ; and vigilant Whigs, knowing that 
she preached against war in every shape, suspected her of secret correspondence 
with her countrymen, the British. A charge of high treason was preferred 
agamst her, and she was imprisoned in Albany during the Summer of 1776. In 
the Autumn she was sent as far as Poughkeepsie, with the intention of forward- 
ing her to New York, within the British lines. She remained a prisoner at 
Poughkeepsie, until some time in 1777, when she was released by Governor 
Clinton. She then returned to "Watervliet. Persecution had awakened sym- 
pathy for her, and her followers greatly increased. A wild revival movement 
in the vicinity, in 1780, poured a flood of converts into her lap, and she deluded 
the silly creatures with the assertion that she was the " woman clothed with 
the sun," mentioned in the Apocalypse. She told them that she daily judged 
the dead of all nations, who came to her, and that no favor could be had, except 
through a confession of sins to her. She became a Pontiftx Maximu» — a second 
Pope Joan — ^and under her directions, the faithful discarded all worldly things, 
and gave into her hands all their jewels, knee-buckles, money, and other valu- 
ables. She excited their fear and admiration by mutterings, groans, and strange 

1. For a similar reason, George Fox (the founder of the Society of Friends) and hii followers were 
called Quakers. See note on page 62. 
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gestures; and introduced dancing, whirling, hopping, and other eocentricitiefl, 
into the ceremonials of pretended worship. Mother Ann declared to her deluded 
followers that she would not die, but be suddenly translated into heaven like 
Enoch and Elijah. Notwithstanding she did actually die at Watenrliet, on the 
8th of September, 1784, her followers believe that it was not real death. In a 
poetic "Memorial to Mother Ann," written by one of them, occurs the stanza: 

" How mach they are mistaken, who think that Mother 's dead, 
When throuffh her ministrations so muiy sonls are sared. 
In union with the Father, she is the second Eve, 
Dispensing fall salvation to all who do believe." 



THOMAS OODFREY. 

APL AIN mechanic was one day replacing a pane of glass in a window on the 
north side of Arch Street, Philadelphia, opposite a pump, when a girl, after 
lilling her pail with water, placed it on the side walk. The mechanic observed 
the rays of the sun reflected from the window, into the pail of water. This cir- 
cumstance produced a train of reflections in a highly mathematical mind, and 
led to an important discovery. That mechanic was Thomas Grodfrey, who was 
bom about a mile from Grermantown, in Pennsylvania, in the year 1704. 

Grodfrey's early education was limited ; and at a proper age he was appren- 
ticed to a glazier, in Philadelphia. He entered into the business on his own 
account in 1725, and was employed in glazing Christ Church and the State 
House,* both of which are yet standing in the old part of Philadelphia. From 
early boyhood Grodfrey exhibited great taste for figures; and, like Bittenhouse, 
he often exhibited his diagrams in his place of labor. A work on mathematics 
having fallen into his hands, he soon mastered the science, and then he learned 
the Latin language, so as to read the works of the best writers upon his &vorite 
subject. 

In the Summer of 1729, Grodfrey was employed by James Logan to glaze 
some windows in his library, and there he first saw Newton's Pnncipia. He 
borrowed the work; and early in 1730, he communicated his invention of the 
Quadfrant (an astronomical and nautical instrument, of great value) to that gen- 
tleman. His reflections on the Arch Street incident, with the perusal of New- 
ton's work, had resulted in this invention. Mr. Logan took great interest in 
the matter, and conveyed information of the invention to the Royal Society of 
London, through his friend, Sir Hans Sloane. That institution rewarded Mr. 
Grodfrey for his ingenuity, by presenting to him a quantity of household fur- 
niture, valued at one thousand dollars, but divided the honor of first discoverer 
equally between him and John Hadley, then vice-president of the institution. 

That the sole honor was justly due to Godfrey, there can be no doubt, for the 
fact appears to be well authenticated, that the first instrument made of brass, 
from Godfrey's wooden model, was taken by the inventor's brother, captain of 
a vessel in the West India trade, to the island of Jamaica, and there exhibited 
to some English naval officers. Among these was a nephew of John Hadley. 
He purchased the instrument of Captain Grodfrey for a large sum of money, and 
took it to his uncle, in London, who was a mathematical instrument maker. 
That gentleman made another instrument like it, except a few alterations, and 
presented it to the Royal Society, with an explanatory paper, as his invention. 

1. Independence Hall, wherein Congress was assembled when the Declaration of Independence was 
adcqrted on the 4th of Jiil7( 1776, is in this State House. The exterior of the bnildiog has been somewhat 
changed since then. 
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That presentation occurred on the 13th of May, 1731, just about the tune that 
Sir Hans Sloane called the attention of the Society to Godfrey's invention. The 
American inventor, like Columbus, lost the honor of having his name identified 
with the discovery, and the instrument is known as Biadley^s QuadrarU. Mr. 
Godfrey died in Philadelphia^ in December, 1749, at the age of forty-five years. 



PONTIAO. 



SAVAGE and treacherous as he is, the native Indian, in his forest home, has 
many generous and noble qualities, such as we have been taught to achnire 
when displayed by Roman warrior or Greek law-giver. Pontiac, the great 
chiefof the Ottawa tribe a hundred years ago, possessed these in an eminent 
degree ; and had his natural endowments been nurtured under the warm sun 
of civilization, no doubt his name would have been high among the great ones 
of earth. But he was forest bom, and forest bred, and history speaks of him 
only as a great chiefj filled with deadly hatred of the white man, and renowned 
for bloody deeds and bloodier intentions. 

Pontiac, when he first became known to the white man, was ruler of the 
whole north-west portion of our present domain. Where Cleveland now stands 
in its pride. Major Rogers first met the great chie^ one bright morning in the 
Autumn of 1760. He informed Pontiac that the Enghsh had taken Canada 
from the French, and then made a treaty of friendship with him. Though Pon- 
tiac had been the fast friend of the French during the war just ended, he now 
appeared upon the field of history, for the first time, in the full strength of 
mature manhood. He was doubtless sincere in his treaty with the English, but 
the non-fulfilment of their promises, and the infiuence of French emissaries, soon 
made him trample all compacts beneath his feet. He did more, &r more than 
any North American Indian ever effected before or since. He confederated all 
the Indian tribes of the North-west to utterly exterminate the English, or drive 
them from all their posts on the great lakes, and in the country around the head 
waters of the Ohio. Like Philip of Mount Hope, Pontiac viewed the approach 
of white settlements with jealousy and alarm; He saw, in the fiiture, visions 
of the displacement, perhaps destruction, of his race, by the pale^&ces; and he 
determined to strike a blow for life and country. So adroitly were his plans 
matured, that the commanders of the western forts had no suspicion of his con- 
spiracy until it was ripe, and the first blow had been struck. Early in the 
Summer of 1763, within a fortnight, all of the posts in possession of the English, 
west of Oswego, fell into his hands, except Niagara, Fort Pitt, and Detroit. 
Early the following Spring, Colonel Bradstreet penetrated the country to Detroit, 
with a strong force. The Indians were speedily subdued, their power was 
broken, and the hostile tribes sent their chiefs to ask for pardon and peace. 
The haughty Pontiac refused to bow. He went to the country of the lUinois 
tribe, where he was basely murdered, in 1769, by a Peoria Indian, who was 
bribed by an English trader to do the deed, for a barrel of rum. The place of 
his murder was at Cahokia, on the east side of the Mississippi, a little below St 
Louis. A great man fell, when Pontiac died. He was the greatest of all chiefe 
known to the white men, and deserved a better fate. It is said that during bis 
operations in 1763, he appointed a commissary, and even issued bills of credit, 
which passed current among the French inhabitants of the North-west When 
he died, he wore a uniform presented to him by Montcalm, who esteemed him 
highly. Pontiac was an actor in the last scene In the drama of the French and 
Indiaa War, 
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FISHER AMES. 

" TJAPPILY he did not need the smart of guilt to make him yirtuous, nor the 
JT regret of folly to make him wise," were the words uttered by one who 
knew Fisher Ames well, and appreciated his noble character. He was a son of 
Dr. Ames, a physician and a wit,* of Dedham, Massachusetts, where he was 
bom on the 9th of April, 1756. He was a dehcate child ; and so precocious was 
he in the acquirement of knowledge, that at six years of age he commenced the 
study of Latin. At the age of .twelve he was admitted to Harvard College, 
where he was graduated in 1TT4. That was a year of great gloom in Massa- 
chusetts, and indeed throughout the whole country; and as young Ames' mother 
was poor, and the times made a choice of business difficult, he taught a common 
school for awhile. He read and studied incessantly, and, finally, prepared for 
the profession of the law, under William Tudor, in Boston. He commenced its 



1. He kept » pablic-honse At DedhAm, and on one occasion, the colonial Jndtres having, as hethonght, 
decided a case against him anlawfally, he sketched their honors npon a sifrn-lioard in front of his 
tayem, in their fall-bottomed wigs, tippling, with their backs to an open rolnme, labelled ** ProTince 
Law." The Boston authorities sent some officers to Dedham, to remore the sign. The doctor was pre- 
pared for them ; and when they arrived, they fonnd nothing hanging but a board, on which was in> 
•dibed, " A wicked and adnlteroiu geomtion seeketb for a sign, bat no lign shall be given them." 
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1 1781, and soon stood at the head of the bar in . 
youth he had exhibited rare oratorical powers 

opportunities for expansion, and with pen an< 
•acted the attention of all classes of his countiyn: 
x)nvention for ratifying the Federal Constitution, 
ie gained him the heartiest applause. He was e 
}husetts Legislature the same year, and in 1789, 
B of his district, in the Federal Congress. There 
11 important debates. It is said that on one occa 
as so powerful, that a member, opposed to him 
rhich ho had spoken should be postponed until t 
1 not act uiider the influence of an excitement c 
light not approve." John Adams bluntly said, in 
was n't a dry eye in the house, except some of t 
the necessity of the oratory." 
luthor of the " Address of the House of Represen 
on, on his signifying his intention to withdraw frc 
ke, his own feeble health compelled him to decli 
kI partially from public life. He was a memb 
>r some years; and in 1800, he pronounced a e 
3 State Legislature. He was chosen President of 
le declined the honor. His powers of life gradus 
on the 4th of July, 1808, his pulse ceased to be 

the old church-yard at Dedham is a plain whi 
simple inscription — Fisher Abies. Mr. Ames wi 
', and his collected productions are among th( 



3SEPH GALLOWAY. 

it loyalists of Pennsylvania, who adhered to t 
rar had fairly begun, Joseph Galloway was, pe 
le was bom in Maryland, in 1730, and early 

practice law, in which profession he soon t< 
beautiful wife and a considerable fortune by ma 
Growdon, who was Speaker of the Assembly oi 

Mr. Galloway waa a member of that body in 
lifested by his words and actions, were always < 

1 convinced were the people of his staunch repu 
member of the first Continental Congress in 177 
nt in the debates in that body. He submitted 
Britain and the colonies, by which the Matter 
dent, with a president at their head, appoini 
ot adopted ; and when the Congress agreed u] 
mption, and non-exportation scheme, csdled the 
vay signed it. He was never in favor of a polii 
lin, yet he was always in fiivorof the most strinj 
Q government to redress the grievances of the 
how signs of wavering, by earnestly addng to I 

1. Speech oa Jay's Treftty, 
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fiom senring as a delegate in the Continental Congrees; and in 1776, when the 
qaestion of independence began to be agitated, he abandoned the Whigs, and 
became one oi the most violent and proscriptiTe Loyalists. Afraid to remain 
in Philadelphia, he joined the royal army m New York, where he remained 
imtil early in the Summer (^1788, when he went to England, accompanied by 
his only dau^ter.^ In 1779, he was summoned before parliament to teetii^ 
concerning the state of affiurs in America. He was severe upon Greneral Howe 
and other British officers, in relation to their stupid management He kept up 
an extensive correspondence with the Loyalists, in America, during the remain- 
der of the war, and wrote several pamphlets on subjects connected with the 
hostilities. Mr. Galloway's large estates in Pennsylvania were confiscated ; and 
when a conmiission was appointed, in London, for prosecuting the claims of the 
Loyalists, he was made a member of the board for Delaware and Pennsylvania. 
A large part of his property was afterward restored to his daughter, and is still 
in possession of his descendants. Mr. Galloway never returned to America. He 
died in England, in September, 1803, at the age of seventy-three years. During 
the war, all the Whig writers took delight in making him a target for their wit 
and scorn. TrumbuU, in his McFingaU, gave him many hard hits; and Philip 
Frenan, and other poets, scorched him severely. 



TIMOTHY RUGGLES. 

'r±LKKE were many able men who stood in opposition to the British govem- 
JL ment in the first revolutionary movements of the American colonies, but 
who timidly receded when the quarrel became fierce, and the government ut- 
tered its menacing thunders. Timothy Buggies, of Massachusetts, was of that 
class. He was bom at Rochester, in that province, in 1711, and was graduated 
at Harvard in 1732. He became a lawyer ; and at the age of twenty-five years, 
he was an influential member of the General Assembly. He rose rapidly in his 
profession, and was often called to measure forensic weapons with the Otises, 
&ther and son. He was fond of military life, and held the commission of colonel 
in the provincial forces under Sir WiUiam Johnson. At the battle at Lake 
Groorge, in 1755, he was second in command to Johnson ;2 and was active in the 
campaign of the two years following, under Amherst, when he held the com- 
mission of Brigadier-general He also served with distinction, under that 
officer, in 1759-'60, in his expedition against Quebec and Montreal. In 1762, 
he was appointed chief justice of the common _ pleas, and was Speaker of the 
Assembly at the same time. In 1763, he made Hardwick his residence, where 
he practiced his profession. The storm of the Revolution soon began to lower; 
and when, in the Autumn of 1765, a congress of delegates, from the different 
provinces, to consider the grievances of the people, was held at New York, 
General Ruggles was a delegate thereto, from Massachusetts, and was chosen 
president of the convention. He was unwilling to go as far as his colleagues, 
and refused his cooperation in the proceedings of the congress, for which he was 



1. It l8 rappowd that OaUoway's departure from PhUadelphia was hastened by the discovery that his 
dftoghter waa about to marry Judge GrUBn, a firm Whig, and afterward President of the Contineiital 
Congress. 

2. For his food conduct in that campaign, he was rewarded with the almost sinecure ofDce of 8nr- 
▼eyor-geceral of the king's forests. It was a lucrative office, with very little labor. " 
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greatly censured. Prom that time he ranked among the royalists, and in 1774^ 
was made a councillor, and accepted the ofl&ce. That act made him very ob- 
noxious to the patriots, and he was compelled to leave the country, and take 
refuge under royal military rule, in Boston. His large estates were confiscated, 
and he became a refugee, when the British were driven from Boston, by Wash- 
ington, in the Spring of 1776. He afterward returned to the vicinity of New 
York, and organized a corps of about three hundred loyalists, but seems not to 
have performed much active service. In 1779, he went to Nova Scotia, where 
he resided until his death, which occurred in 1798, when he was eighty-seven 
years of age. General Buggies was a scholar, but rude in manners and 6{>6ech. 
He has many descendants in Nova Scotia. 



JONATHAN CARVER. 

THE earliest American-bom traveller, of note, was Jonathan Carver, who first 
saw the light of life in Connecticut, in 1732. He was educated for the 
medical profession, but chose the military art as a vocation, and led a company 
of Connecticut provincials in some of the expeditions against the French in 
northern New York, from 1756 to 1759. He served with reputation until the 
peace in 1763, and soon afterward he formed the bold resolution to explore the 
continent of America from Lake Superior to the Pacific Ocean. He also hoped 
thereby to be instrumental in finding the long-sought north-west passage to 
India. 

Mr. Carver left Michillimackinac in the Autumn of 1766. That was the most 
westerly of the British military posts. Bearing a few gifts for the Indians, he 
penetrated the present Minnesota Territory to the head waters of the St Pierre, 
more than a thousand miles from the point of his departure. He was foiled in 
his grand design ; and after spending some time on the northern and eastern 
shores of Lake Superior, exploring its bays and tributaries, carefiilly observing 
the productions of nature and the habits of the Indians, he returned to the set- 
tlements, and laid his papers before the governor of Massachusetts, at Boston. 
He had been absent about two years, and had travelled over seven thousand 
miles. 

Havmg carefully arranged his journals and charts, Mr. Carver went to Eng- 
land for the purpose of publishing them. He petitioned the king for a re-im- 
bursement of funds which he had spent in the service of the government, in 
these explorations, but his claims were deferred. He received permission, how- 
ever, to publish his papers, and he sold them to a bookseller. Just as they were 
ready for the press, he was ordered to deliver all his charts and papers into the 
hands of the Commissioners of Plantations, and he was compelled to re-purchase 
them from the bookseller. Ten years elapsed before he was allowed to lay them 
before the public. In disappointment and poverty, he became a lottery clerk ; 
and finally, in 1779, his necessities induced him to sell his name to a historical 
compilation, published in folio, and entitled T?te New Universal Traveller. This 
act caused the loss of his clerkship, and many professed friends abandoned him. 
He died in the suburbs of London, in extreme want, in 1780, at the age of only 
forty-eight years. Such is sometimes the fate of geniu& An edition of big 
travels was published in Boston in 1797. 
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REBECCA MOTTE. 

rBi fortitude, courage, and un&ltering patriotism of the women of the Revolu- 
tion, were remarkably and universally displayed. Everywhere — ^in every 
province, they were actors as well as sufferers ; and many a scheme of British 
aggression was frustrated by the sisters, wives, and daughters of those who were 
in the camp or field. South Carolina presents many such bright examples, but 
none appear more brilliant than Rebecca Motte, whose unwavering courage and 
fidelity, as well as sacrifices, attest her ardent patriotism. She was the youngest 
daughter of Robert Brewton, who emigrated to America in 1733, and married, 
at Charleston, an accomplished young lady, a native of Ireland. He made 
Charleston his residence, and there Rebecca was bom on the 28th of June, 1738. 
At the age of twenty, she married Jacob Motte, a descendant of one of the 
Huguenot families of South Carolina. He owned a fine plantation near the 
banks of the Congaree, .and thero Mrs. Motte, the mother of six children, and a 
widow, resided during the War for Independence. 

After the fall of Charleston, in 1780, the British commander sought to hold 
military possession of South Carolina, by establishing fortified camps in the in- 
terior. The fine mansion of Mrs. Motte was taken possession o£ fortified for 
the purpose, and named Fort Motte. The garrison was commanded by Major 
McPherson, in May, 1781, when Marion and Lee appeared and commenced a 
gie^. Mrs. Motte had been driveQ firom her mansion by the British, and bad 
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taken up her abode in her farm-house, whither her mother^ (who resided with 
her) had carried a beautiful bow and bundle of arrows, presented to her son by 
an East India captain. Having but one cannon, the Aniericans could make but 
little impression on the British works. Lee^s fertile mind conceived the idea of 
dislodging the enemy by burning the mansion, that act to be effected by hurling 
ignited combustibles upon the dry roof; by means of arrows. He suggested the 
plan to Mrs. Motte. She heartily approved of it, notwithstanding it involved 
the destruction of her property ; and she presented Lee with the East India bow 
and arrows, for the service. The hoped-for result was accomplished ; and after 
the British had surrendered, Mrs. Motte regaled the officers of both armies with 
a sumptuous dinner. One of her daughters married Greneral Thomas Pinckney, 
one of the most valuable officers of the South. Mrs. Motte lived, greatly 
beloved by all, until the year 1815, when she died, at the age of seventy-seven 
years. " Her children " (and children's children) " rise up and call her blessed." 



SAMUEL ADAMS. 

** QITCH is the obstinacy and inflexible disposition of the man, that he can 
O never be conciliated by any office or gift whatever," was the unintentional 
eulogium of Samuel Adams, by the royal governor, Hutchinson, when asked 
why he did not purchase the patriot by offers of place and money. The eulogium 
was just, for a more inflexible patriot never bared his arm for conflict, than that 
scion of the old Puritan stock of Boston. He was bom in that city on the 21xh 
of September, 1722, and in 1*740, was graduated at Harvard College. His ideas 
of popular rights seem to have had an early growth, for in 1743, when he re- 
ceived the degree of Master of Arts, he proposed for discussion the question, "Is 
it lawful to resist the supreme magistrate, if the commonwealth cannot otherwise 
be preserved ?" He maintained the affirmative, with great vigor. His pen was 
early employed in political discussion, and the soundness of his judgment, and 
purity of his thoughts, made him very popular, even before public affairs odled 
his patriotism into activity. His earliest public office was that of tax-gatherer, 
by which he became personally acquainted with all classes of people. In 1765, he 
was chosen a member of the Massachusetts Assembly. He was also clerk of that 
body, and for almbst ten years he swayed a powerful influence in the Colonial 
Assembly, as a leading and bold representative of the republican party among 
the people. Step by step, inch by inch, Samuel Adams fought the enemies of 
popular Uberty during the dark hours which preceded the bursting of the storm 
of the Revolution ; and he was the most active of the patriots of Boston in ex- 
citing the people to acts like that of the destruction of the cargoes of tea, in 1773. 
When royal government was repudiated, in 1774, he was chosen a member of 
the provincial council; and when General Gage sent his secretary to dissolve 
the assembly, just previous to that popular congress, he found the door of the 
legislative chamber locked, and the key was in Samuel Adams' pocket Adams 

1. Mn. Brewton was remarkable for her boldness in the presence of danger, and for her keen wit. 
While in Charleston, when the British had possession of that city, her society was courted by the efite 
among the conquerors, notwithstanding she often made them feel the keenness of her sarcasm. On 
going into the city, an officer inquired,^* What news from the country?" "All nature smiles," she 
replied, " for ererything is Qreene, down to Monk's Comer." General Greene bad Just taken poeseesion 
of the State down to that point. Just before the siege of Fort Motte, a young British subaltern insulted 
the family, by giving the names of different American officers to pine saplings, and then cutting off tb«tr 
tops with his sword. After their surrender, Mrs. Brewton reouested him to amuse her i^gaio, in that 
way, and expressed her regret that the loss of his sword would deny her the privilege. Colonel Mob- 
orief occupied Governor Rutledge's house, in Charleston. Passing it with a British officer, Mrs. Brew« 
ton took a piece of a crape flounce accidentally torn from her dress, and tied it to the flront n^llng, ob 
serving that the bouse and friends of the govemoi ought to mourn for his absence. She wm trrestt^ 
ftnd sent to Philadelphia a few heart afterwsrd. 
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W'as chosen a delegate to the Ck)ntinental Copgress, in 1*774, and there he was 
an exceedingly usefii pubHc servant for several years. He was an earnest ad- 
vocate of the re&dlution which declared the colonies "free and independent 
states;" and when some members faltered through fear of fidlure, the stem 
Puritan txclaimed, " I should advise persisting in our struggle for Uberty, though 
it were revealed firom heaven that nine hundred and ninety-nine were to peri^ 
and only one of a thousand were to survive, and retain his liberty I One such 
free man must possess more virtue, and enjoy more happiness, than a thousand 
slaves; and let him propagate his like, and transmit to them what he hath so 
nobly preserved." Such was the temper of the man who originated the idea of 
a Colonial Congress, in IT 65, and was the earliest advocate of a Contmental 
Congress, in 1774. He affixed his signature to the Declaration of Independence 
in 1776; and in 1781, he retired from Congress, but not fh>m public life. He 
was a leading member of the Massachusetts convention to form a state consti- 
tution; and in 1789, he was chosen lieutenant-governor of his native State. In 
1794, he was elected governor, as the successor of John Hancock, and was an- 
nually re-elected, until 1797, when the infirmities of old age compelled him to 
retire from pubUc life. On the morning of the 2d of October, 1803, that noble 
patriot expired, in the city of his birth, at the age of eighty-two years. 



ROBERT ROGERS. 

rB French and Indian war developed much military genius among the 
American colonists, which was afterward brought into requisition by the 
demands of the revolutionary contest. It did not always take its place on the 
side of republicanism, as in the cas6 of Ruggles and many others. Major Robert 
Rogers, the bold commander of a corps of Rangers, and a oompanion-in-arms 
with Putnam and Stark, was another example of defection to the cause of free- 
dom in America. He was a native of Bunbarton, in New Hampshire, and hav- 
ing entered the military service in 1755, became an eminent commander of a 
corps which performed signal services as scouts, and executors of small but 
important enterprises, when not engaged with the main army. . After the peace 
in 1763, he returned to his native place, and received the half-pay of a regular 
British officer of his rank, until the War for Independence broke out. In 1766, 
he was made governor of Michillimackinac, in the for North-west, where he had 
confronted the confederates of Pontiac, a few years before. He was accused of 
a design to plunder his own fort, and was sent in irons to Montreal After his 
release he went to England, was presented to the king, and met with royal 
favor ; but extravagant habits led him into debt, and he was cast into prison. 
He finally returned to America, and when the revolutionary contest began, the 
color of his politics was doubtful. His movements, toward the close of 1775, 
gave reason to suspect him of being a spy; and in June, 1776, Washington had 
him arrested, at South Amboy, and brought to New York, where he professed 
great friendship for his native country. He was released on parole, by Congress, 
and directed to return to New Hampshire, which he did. He soon afterward 
boldly espoused the royal cause, raised a corps, which he called the Queen's 
Rangers^ and was with Howe, in Westchester, previous to the battle at White 
Plains. He soon afterward left his corps in command of Lieutenant-colonel 
Simcoe, and went to England. By an act of his native State, he was banished, 
and never returned to America. When, and where he died, is not on History's 
record. He was a brave soldier; but, according to his own confession, his hal& 
pay from the crown made him an adherent of royalty. 
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BENJAMIN RUSH. 

MANY fiiithful practitioners of the medical art have justly borne the honorable 
title given to St. Luke, of "beloved physician;" but none have better de- 
served it than Dr. Rush of Philadelphia. He was bom at Byberry, about twelve 
miles north-east from that city, on the 24th of December, 1745. When six 
years of age, death deprived him of his father, and his mother placed him under 
the care of his maternal uncle. Dr. Finley, who was at the head of an academy 
in Maryland. Desirous of giving him a classical education, his motlier sold her 
little estate in the country, engaged in trade in Philadelphia, with success, and 
in 1759, was able to place him in college at Princeton, where he was graduated 
at the close of 1760. The medical profession was his choice; and he studied 
the science under the eminent Doctors Redman and Shippen, until 1766, when 
he went to Edinburgh to complete his scientific studies there. In the Summer 
of 1768, he went to Paris ; and in the Autumn he returned home, bearing the 
diploma of Doctor of Medicine, which he had received at Edinburgh. He im- 
mediately commenced practice in Philadelphia, and never was success more 
brilliant. His skill, polished manners, inteUigence, and kind attentions to tiie 
poor, made him popiQar with all classes, and he soon found himself pooooniod of 
a very lucrative practice. 
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In 1769, Dr. Rush was appointed professor of chemistry in the Medical Col- 
lege of Philadelphia, yet his professional duties did not occupy his whole time. 
He espoused the patriot cause immediately after his return home, and his pen 
became a powerful instrument in arousing the people to enei^getic action in fiiTor 
of popmar freedom. He declined a proffered seat in the Gmitinental Congress 
in 1775*, but when, the following year, some of the Pennsylvania delegates were 
opposed to independence, and witiidrew, he consented to take the seat of one 
of then^ and his name was affixed to tiie g^reat Declaration, in August. The 
following year. Congress i^pointed him physician-general of the middle depart- 
ment; and from that time he declined all public employment, until 1787, when 
be was a member of the Pennsylvania convention which ratified the Federal 
Constitution. In 1789, he was made professor of the theory and practice of 
medicine in the Medical College of Philadelphia; and in 1796, he was made 
professor of the practice of medicine in the Medical College of Pennsylvania. 
He held his three professorships until his death. His lectures were of the highest 
order, and students from all parts of the United States flocked to Philadelphia, 
to attend them. Dr. Rush was also connected with the United States mint, for 
many years. 

When, in 1793, the yellow fever appeared in Philadelphia, of most malignant 
tyi>e, and many alarmed physicians fled, Dr. Bush remained at the post of duty, 
with a few &ithful students, and was instrumental in saving scores of lives. 
Some of his pupils died, and he was violently attacked by the disease, yet he 
did not remit his labors, when he could leave his bed. For his fideUty in that 
trying hour he was greatly beloved. Nor did his usefulness end with his life. 
The impress of his mind and energy is upon several institutions ; and the general 
s^preciation of his character was manifested by his being made honorary mem- 
ber of many literary and scientific societies, at home and abroad.^ In all stations 
be exhibited the dbaracter of a consistent Christian, and his principles remained 
nnscathed amid all the infidelity which French writers had infused into the 
minds of men in high places, toward the close of the last century. That g^reat 
and good man died peacefully at Philadelphia, on the 19th of April, 1813, when 
in the sixty-eighth year of his age. That event was the disappearance of a bright 
star from the social firmament 



SILAS DEANE. 

rB first diplomatic agent employed by the Continental Congress, in Europe, 
was Silas Deane, a native of Groton, Connecticut. The date of his birth 
is unknown. He was graduated at Yale College ih 1758, and being an active 
patriot, was chosen a delegate to the first Continental Congress, in 1774. Early 
in 1776, he was sent by that body, as a political and commercial agent, to the 
court of France, to sound the cabinet of Louis the Sixteenth on the subject of 
gfanting military suppHes to the revolted colonies. The French King, willing 
to injure England, listened to Deane's overtures with eager ears, and he obtained 
noble verbal promises. In the Autunm of 1776, when the colonies had been 
declared independent, Dr. Franklin and Arthur Lee were appointed commission- 
ers, with Mr. Deane, to negotiate treaties with foreign powers. They met at 

L He founded the Philadelphia Dispensary, in 1786 ; and he was also one of the principal fonnders of 
Diekinaon Coll^:e, at Carlisle, Pennsylvania. He was president of the American Society for the aboli- 
tion of slavery ; of the Philadelphia Medical Societv ; vice-president of the Philadelphia Bible Society; 
and osM of the vice-presidents of the American Philosophical Society. 
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Paris, in December of that year, but it was soon discovered by Deane's col- 
leagues, that his appointment was an injudicious one. He exceeded his instruc- 
tions concerning tlie employment of engineers for the continental army, and he 
was profuse in his promises of offices of high rank, to induce French gentlemen 
to go to America. 

Influenced by Deane's promises, many French officers came over, and Congress 
became very much embarrassed by their applications for commissions. Deane 
was recalled in the Autumn of 17 7 7, and John Adams was appointed in his 
place. Deane arrived at Philadelphia the following Spring, in company with 
Mr. Gerard, the first minister sent hither by France, after the treaty of amity 
between the two governments, in February, 1778. He was called upon to ex- 
plain his official course abroad, before the assembled Congress, but he did not 
entirely acquit himself of the suspicion that he had misappUed the public funds, 
while in office, and he evaded thorough scrutiny by pleading that his vouchers 
were left among his papers, in Europe. In order to mislead public opinion, he 
published an address, in which he arraigned members of Congress and those in 
charge of the operations of the office for foreign affairs, at Philadelphia. Thomas 
P^ne was at the head of that office, and in his reply to Deane, he revealed some 
secrets concerning transactions with the French government, and was requested 
to resign. In 1784, Deane published another address to the people of the 
United States, complaining of ill treatment by the government. Very little at- 
tention was paid to his complaints, and he soon afterward went to England. 
He died in extreme poverty at Deal, in England, in 1789, at the age of about 
fifty years. 



TENCH OOXE. 

AS we survey the labors of useful men, we are often compelled to regret the ' 
paucity of their personal history, left on record. We admire their deeds, 
and wish to know more of the men, but Time has drawn the veil of obliyion, 
even over the traditions of their private life. Such is the case in relation to 
Tench Coxe, one of the most indefatigable of the publiC'Spirited men of our 
country, and to whom the Cotton interest, especially, is vastly indebted, for he 
labored long, assiduously, and efficiently, in its behalf He was a grandson of 
Dr. Daniel Coxe, physician to the Queen of Charles the Second, and of Queen 
Anne, of England, who became one of the principal proprietors of the soQ of 
West Jersey. His son, William Coxe, married the daughter of Tench Francis, 
attorney-general of the province of Pennsylvania^ and these were the parents of 
Tench Coxe, who was born in Philadelphia, on the 2 2d of May, 1755. His chief 
distinction is that of a lucid and powerful advocate of the cultivation pf cotton 
in the United States, and of other industrial pursuita He says that as early 
as 1785, when he was but thirty years of age, he "felt pleasing convictions thai 
the United States, in its extensive regions south of Anne Arundel and Talbot 
counties, Maryland, would certainly become a great cotton producing oountrj." 
He made these suggestions public at that time ; and after the convention at 
Annapolis, in 1786, called to consider the business and general interests of the 
new Republic, the matter received considerable attention. While the conven- 
tion that framed the Federal Constitution was in session in Philadelphia, in 1787, 
Mr. Coxe delivered an admirable address on his favorite theme, before a large 
number of gentlemen who had assembled in that city, for the purpose of estab- 
lishing a society for the encouragment of manufactures and the UBeiol arts. 
That address thoroughly awakened the public mind. Before that time, not a 
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bale of cotton had eyer been exported firom the United States to any ooiintiy, 
and no planter had adopted its cultivation as a *^crop." What a change has 
taken pkbce within less than seventy years I That then neglected artide has 
now become a staple of several of the States of onr Union, and the source of 
great national wealtlL 

From 1787, until the death of Mr. Coxe, on the 17th of July, 1824, there was 
never any important movement in &vor of the introduction and promotion of 
manufactures, in which his name did not appear prominent. In 1794, he 
published a large octavo volume, which contained what he had previously 
written on the subject of the growth of cotton, and cognate topics. At that 
time he was commissioner of the revenue at Philadelphia, and his whole time 
was devoted to the investigation of the subjects of national industry and national 
prosperity. In 1806, he published an essay on naval power and the encourage- 
ment of manufactures. The following year he published a memoir on the culture 
and manufacture of cotton, and this was followed by other similar productions, 
at various times, until his death, when at the age of sixty-eight years. Tench 
Coxe is regarded by those who appreciate his usefulness, as a national bene- 
factor. 
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JOHN LEDYARD. 

rB world has never produced a more inde&tigable traveller and explorer, 
than J<^m Ledjard, the eldest son of a sea captain, who resided at Groton, 
Connecticut There John was bom in 1*761. His &ther died while he was yet 
a lad; and after his mother had married again, he was taken into the lamily of 
his grandfather, at Hartford, and treated as a son. His guardian died, when 
John was about eighteen years (^age, and he entered Dartmouth College as a 
divinity student He became dissatisfied, and resolved to leave the institution. 
He had already been a wanderer among the Five Nations in New York for 
three months, and had tasted the pleasures of exciting travel Having no money 
to pay travelling expenses to Hartford, he constructed a canoe, laid in " sea 
stores " contributed by kind firiends, and all alone he made a perilous voyage 
down the winding Connecticut and its numerous n^ids, to Hartford, a distance 
of one hundred and forty miles. This first adventure revealed the spirit within. 
He soon made his way to New London, and shipped as a common sailor, for 
Gibraltar. There he jomed the army, but being released, he made his way back 
by way of the Barbaiy coast and liie West Indies, in 1*111. He then sailed 
from New York to England, where he entered the navy, and as corporal of 
marines, accompanied Captain Cook in his third and last great voyage. Ever 
brave and resolute, young Ledyard became the &vorite of his commander, and 
he was frequently intrusted with little enterprises, which required skill and 
courage. He was with Cook when he was killed by the people of the Sandwich 
Islands, in 1778. Alter visiting the shores of Kamschatka, the expedition re- 
turned to England, and Ledyard came to America. He arrived after an absence 
of eight years, and took lodgings under his mother's roof at Southold, Long 
Island, without being recognized by her, for some hours. The war of the Revo- 
lution was then in progress, and Ledyard could not consistently remain among 
the enemies of his country, so he crossed over to Connecticut, joined his friends 
at Hartford, and there wrote an account of the voyage with Captain Cook. 

Ledyard now planned a voyage to the north-west coast of America, but re- 
ceived very little encouragement He sailed for Cadiz, thence to L'Orient, and 
g^ing to Paris, he had an interview there with Mr. Jefferson and La Fayette. 
They approved of his projected voyage, for commercial purposes, to the north- 
west coast, and Paul Jones, then in Paris, entered heartily into the scheme. 
The plan &iled. however, and Ledyard conceived the bold project of making a 
journey by land, through the Russian dominions, to Behring's Straits, by way of 
Kamschatka, and thus reach the north-west coast. He went to London, and 
Sir Joseph Banks and other scientific gentlemen contributed frinds to aid him 
in his enterprise. He proceeded to Hamburg, thence to Copenhagen and Stock- 
holm ; and without a companion he traversed the country north of the Gulf of 
Bothnia, under the Arctic circle, and made his way to St Petersburg. There 
he procured a passport from the Empress Catharine, and started for Siberia, over 
the Ural Mountains. After dreadful hardships, which few men could have en- 
dured, he reached Yakutsk, on the great Lena river, six thousand miles east- 
ward of St. Petersburg. He pushed on fiirther to the Kamschatkan Sea, but 
finding much ice, he returned to Yakutsk, to await the opening of Spring. 
There, for reasons unknown to him, he was suspected of being a spy, and was 
seized by two Russian soldiers, in the name of the Empress. In the depth of 
Winter he was conveyed throup:h the north of Tartary, by the way of Moscow, 
to the confines of Poland, and there his conductors wished him a pleasant jour- 
ney, and told him he would be hanged if he entered the Rua^an dominioDt 
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again. Ragged and penniless, he made his way to Eonigsberg, where a cor- 
respondent of Sir Joseph Banks gave him five guineas, with whi<3i he proceeded 
to England. There he found a project on foot, for exploring the interior of 
Afhca. Ledyard at once engaged, with enthusiasm, in the enterprise. When 
one of the managers of the association, which had been formed for the purpose, 
asked Ledyard how soon he would be ready to start, he promptly replied, '' To- 
morrow morning." After writing to his mother, he sailed from London, in June, 
1788, reached Cairo on the 19th of August, and then prepared to penetrate the 
interior. He joined a caravan for Sennaar, and was on die point of departure, 
with high hopes, when he was attacked by a bilious fever, which terminated 
his Ufe on the 17 th of January, 1789, at the age of thirty-seven years. Ledyard 
was a fluent and even elegant writer. He was a man of keen observatioo, and 
his notes of travel, truthful in the extreme, exhibited tales of romantic interest, 
such as the bndn of the most expert writer of fiction could never have conceived. 
His narrative of Captain Cook's voyage, published at Hartford, in 1783, is full 
of exciting interest From his papers in the possession of his relative, Br. Isaac 
Ledyard, Mr. Sparks, the historian, compiled an interesting life of the traveller, 
and published it in 1828. 



CORNELIUS HARNETT. 

ONE of the chief master spirits of the Revolution, in North Carolina, was Cor- 
nelius Harnett, of Wilmington. He was bom in England in 1723, and 
came to America in early life. He was a man of wealth and distinction before 
the disputes, which led to the Revolution, commenced ; and he was among the 
Earliest of the Southern patriots to denoimce the Stamp Act and kindred meas- 
ures. In 1770 and 1771, he represented the borough of Wilmington in the 
colonial legislature, and was chairman of the most important conmiittees of that 
body. In conjunction with Robert Howe (afterward a general in the Revolu- 
tion) and Judge Maurice Moore, Mr. Harnett was appointed by the Assembly 
to draw up a remonstrance against the appointment of commissioners, by the royal 
governor, to run the southern boundary of the province, and he was then known 
as one of the firmest Whigs* in all the South. Josiah Quincy, the young and 
ardent patriot of Boston, visited Mr. Harnett in 1773, and after describing the 
pleasures of a visit spent with him and Robert Howe, he spoke of Harnett's 
unflinching integrity, and called him " the Samuel Adams of North Carolina." 
Toward the close of that year, Mr. Harnett was made chairman of the committee 
of correspondence, of Wilmington District, and, throughout the Cape Fear region, 
he was the master spirit of the storm of the revolution, as it gathered and burst 
over the country. When a provincial congress was called, in 1775, he was then 
the representative of his old constituents ; and in that Congress at Halifax, on the 
Roanoke, in 1776, from which issued the first official voice in fevor of the inde- 
pendence of the colonies, Cornelius Harnett was a bold leader, and with his own 
hand drew up those noble instructions to the North Carolina delegates in the 
Continental Congress. When, in the Spring of 1776, Sir Henry Clinton appeared 
at Cape Fear, with a British fieet, Harnett and Howe were honored with an 
exemption from the terms of a general pardon, because, like John Hancock and 
Samuel Adams, they were considered arch-rebels. When, on the 26th of July, 

]. Th« terms WMg and Tory were copied from the political yocabniary of Great Britain, where they 
originated in the ti^e of Charles ^e Second. The term Whig denoted the oppoeers of goremment, and 
X h^ of Tory its adhefsnts. In that relation to public affairs, ther were first nsed in Amoica, about the 
jear 1770. The Bepnblicans were called Whiga, the Loyalists, Torie$. 
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1776, the Declaration of Independence arrived at Halifax, Harnett read it ta 
the people, who, when he had finished it, took him upon their shoulders, and 
bore him in triumph through the town. In the Autumn, he drafted a State 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. When, under that constitution, Richard Cas- 
well was made governor of the new State, Harnett was one of his council He 
was afterward a member of the Continental Congress, and his name is attached 
to the Articles of Confederatum.^ When, in 1780 and 1781, the British took 
possession of the country around the Cape Fear, Harnett was made a prisoner, 
and died while a captive. Upon a slab of brown stone, at the head of his grave 
in St. James' church-yard, Wilmington, is the simple inscription — ** CORNELini 
Harnett. Died 1781, aged fifty-eight years." 



PEYTON RANDOLPH. 

rE chroniclers of ancient dynasties are often foiled in their researches con- 
cerning early kings, and when they have lost the clue of regular descent, 
or find it leading back into the domains of mere myth, they conveniently con- 
clude that the first monarch of the line was begotten by a god. We have no 
such difficulty in this great republican empire of the West, for dynasties change 
with men, and eyes are yet undimmed which saw the first chief magistrate of 
this free nation. He was a Virginian — a native of the State called "&e mother 
of presidents " — and his name was Pejrron Randolph. He was bom in the year 
1723, and was a descendant of one of the oldest of the aristocratic families of 
Virginia who boast of having the royal blood of Powhatan* in their veins. 

According to a then prevailing custom, young Randolph was sent to England 
to be educated. He was graduated at ddford, with honor, and received the de- 
gree of Master of Arts. He commenced the study of law on his return home; 
and so rapid was his success in his profession, that he was made attorney-general 
of the colony of Virginia, in 1766, when thirty-three years of age. At that 
time, the French and Indian War was progressing, and the Indians, incited by 
the French, were desolating the Virginia frontier. Narratives of these outrages 
aroused the indignation of Mr. Randolph, and collecting a hundred men, he led 
them to the borders of the Indian country, and taught the savages some terrible 
retributory lessons. Toward the close of that contest, Mr. Randolph was elected 
to a seat in the Virginia Legislature, and he often presided over that body. 
There his influence was very great, and as the storm of the Revolution came on 
apace, his voice was ever heard on the side of fireedom. 

Mr. Randolph was elected a delegate to the first Continental Congress, which 
assembled in Carpenter's Hall, Philadelphia, on the 6tl of September, 1774. 
Charles Thomson recorded on that day: "The Congress proceeded to the choice 
of a President, when the Hon. Pe3rton Randolph, Esq., was unanimously elected." 
This vote made him really the first President of the United States, for then and 
there our Union had its birth. He was again chosen President when another 
Congress met at the same place, m May foUowiog, but feeble health compelled 
him to resign the office, fourteen days afterward, when John Hancock was 
chosen to fill his place. Mr. Randolph resumed his seat in Congress early the 
following Autumn; and on the 2 2d of October, 1776, he died at Philadelphia 
from the effects of apoplexy, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

1. These (brined » constitation of government for the United Stalee, vnttl |789, when the 
Federal Constitution went Into operation, m a substitate. 

2. See sketch of Pocahontaa. 
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MERCY WARREN. 

JAMES OTIS was a noble actor in the earlier scenes of the Revolution, ana 
his beloved sister, Mercy, equally patriotic in her more limited sphere, was 
a faithful recorder of those acts, and of the subsequent events which led to the 
founding of our republic. She was the third child of Colonel Otis, of Barnstable, 
Massachusetts, and was bom there on the 25th of September, 1728. As eldest 
daughter, much of her childhood and youth was spent in domestic employments, 
and her leisure was devoted to reading and study. Her opportunities for edu- 
cation were Umited, but she found a never-failing source of instruction in the 
conversation and the library of Rev. Jonathan Russell, the parish minister. 
There she read Raleigh's History of the World, and that gave her a taste for such 
practical and important knowledge. Her gifted brother, James, was also her 
aid and adviser in literary pursuits ; and so great was the attachment between 
them, that when the insanity which clouded his intellect, at the last, was mani- 
fested by ravings, her voice, alone, could calm his spirit. At the age of twenty- 
six years. Miss Otis became the wife of James Warren, a merchant of Pljrmoutii, 
and a man of congenial mind and temper. Her life passed happily in alternate 
employments in domestic duties, in needle-work, and in the use of the pen in 
prose and poetry, until the gathering storm of the Revolution disturbed the re- 
pose of all families. Her brother was then uttering his noble thoughts in the 
geoato ; and she too, fired with patriotic ard(»r, labored with her pen, in the greati 
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cause. She was in correspondence with most of the controlling spirits of that 
day, and her political opinions were consulted by many who gave them vital 
action in the councU and the field. Her roof was idways a free shelter to patriots 
of every condition, and there B'Estaing and other French officers spent many 
pleasant and instructive hours. In 1775, was published her satirical drama, in 
two acts, entitled The Growp^ in which she introduced many of the leading Toiy 
characters of the day. It had a powerful effect at the time. She early con- 
ceived the idea of preparing a &ithful chronicle of the war, and for that purpose 
she kept a journal, from the commencement to the end. After the war, her 
poetical pieces were collected into a volume, dedicated to General Washington. 
It contained her tragedies, The Sack of Borne, and The Ladies of CastUe. The 
first was so much esteemed, that John Adams, then United States minister in 
London, expressed a desire to have it performed upon the stage in that city, 
" before crowded houses, for the honor of America." Her History of ihe Bevotu- 
tion was published at Boston, in three volumes, in 1806, though completed several 
years before. She was then seventy-eight years of age, and yet possessed much 
of the personal grace and vivacity of mind, mentioned by Rochefoucault, who 
visited her seven years before. The pre&ce, written at that time, shows remark- 
able mental vigor. Her earnest prayer always was, to be spared the loss d 
her mental Acuities, while she lived, and the boon was vouchsafed. When, on 
the 19th of October, 1814, her spirit took its fiight, her reason was unclouded, 
though its earthly tenement was almost eighty^^ight years of age. 



WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON. 

ONE of the most brilliant and promising young men of South Carolina^ when 
the revolutionary contest began, was Judge Drayton, a scion of one of the 
oldest and best distinguished cavalier families of the South. He was a nephew 
of Governor Bull, and was bom in September, 1742. For about eleven years 
he was a student at Windsor and Oxford, m England ; and on his return to 
South Carolina, he prepared for the profession of the law. He went to England 
again in 1771, and there published the discussions between the friends and op- 
ponents of the government, in Charleston. He was introduced at court, and 
being fully impressed with the belief that Great Britain would speedily redress 
the grievances of the colonists, he accepted the appointment of a seat in the 
royal governor's counciL Being soon undeceived, he opposed government meas* 
ures with great energy, and was finally dismissed for his contumacy. 

In September, 1774, Mr. Drayton published a pamphlet, addressed to the 
Continental Congress, in which the grievances of ttie Americans were deariy 
stated, and an able Bill of Rights presented. He yet held the position of one 
of his majesty's justices, to which he had been appointed m 1771, and was the 
only native-bom citizen who had ever been honored with that office. He re« 
tained his position imtil the Spring of 1776, when the royal judges made their 
last circuit During the following Summer he labored manfully in the cause of 
freedom, as President of the Provincial Congress of South Carolina ; and in the 
Autumn, when the British sloops of war, Tamar and Cherokee^ menaced Gharlee* 
ton with bombardment, because of the rebellious movements of its citizens, he 
was appointed, by the committee of safety, to the command of the armed ship, 
Prosper, employed to oppose them. Commodore Drayton returned their firt 
promptly sevend times, and thus actual hoetOitieB at the South rMnmA^t*^ 
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In March, 1776, Judge Drayton was chosen chief justice of the then revolted 
colony of South CaroliiMfc, by tiie unanimous voice of his "Whig countrymen; and 
his admirable charge to the grand jury, delivered a month afterward, was hailed 
throughout the land as one of the noblest expressions of patriotic pubUc senti- 
ment yet uttered. It placed the author in the same honorable position as John 
Hancock and Samuel Adams, of Massachusetts, who were denounced as arch- 
traitors. Prom that time, until the close of his career, he was regarded as one 
of the chief leaders of the rebellion in the South, and yet he found time to 
chronicle, in minute detail, the preliminary and Qurrent events of the gpreat 
struggle. He became a member of the Continental Congress, and died suddenly 
while in the discharge of his legislative duties, in Philadelphia, on the 3d of 
September, 1779, at the age of thirty-seven years. "^ Memoir of (he American 
Bevohdion^ from its commencement to ihe year 1776," prepared by Judge Drayton, 
was revised and published by his son, Gk)vemor John Drayton, in 1821. 



JOHN ADAMS. 

Four Republic, where offices and titles are not hereditary, it is seldom that 
fitther and son both occupy the same post of honor; and it is still more 
rare, in any country, for both to be equally distinguished for talent and useful- 
ness, as in the case of the elder and younger Adams. They both occupied im- 
portant diplomatic stations, and both became chief magistrate of the United 
States. John Adams, the elder, was bom at Braintree, Massachusetts, on the 
30th of October, 1735, and was a lineal descendant of one who fled to America, 
to avoid the persecutions of Laud, during the reign of Charles the First His 
maternal ancestor was John Alden, of the May Flower, and thus he was an in- 
heritor of a love of freedom. He received a primary education at a conmion 
school in Braintree, and there he was prepared for a scholarship in Harvard 
College, where he was graduated at the age of twenty years. The law was his 
chosen profession ; and under Mr. Putnam, of "Worcester, he made rapid progress, 
not only in that study, but in the acquirement of general information, for he 
there had the free use of an extensive library, belonging to Mr. Gridley, the 
attorney-general of Massachusetts. The value of such a fountain of knowledge, 
to him, was soon apparent; and when, in 1768, he commenced the practice of 
law at Braintree, he gave ample assurance of speedy eminence, both as a pro- 
fessional and a public man. He was admitted ds a barrister, in 1761, and at 
the same time took part with Otis and others in denunciations of Writs of As- 
sistance. "When the tempest raised in America by the Stamp Act was at its 
height, Mr. Adams wrote and published his famous Essay on the Canon and 
fhtdal LaWj which at once placed him high the public esteem. 

Mr. Adams married in 1766, and soon afterward made Boston his place of 
residence. There he took front rank with the political agitators, and was one 
of the most prudent, yet decided of the popular leaders.* In 1770, he was elected 
to a seat in the Massachusetts Assembly; and m 1774, he was chosen one of 
five to represent that province in the First Continental Congress. He was again 
elected to the same office in 1775, and nominated Greorge "Washington for the 
important station of commander-in-chief of the armies of the United States. On 

L His popularity was pat to the severest test in 1770, when Captain Preston, and some of his soldiers 
who had fired npon a mob and killed three people [see note on page 09], were tried fbr mnrder. Adams, 
in the face of greatly-excited public opinion, consented, as a lawyer, to defend Preston, and he was 
acquitted. The faith of the people, in Adams, was so anwavering, that this nnnning tr«aM» to their 
caaM did not lenon bis character In their esteem. 
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the 6th of May, 17*76, he offered a resolution, m Congress, equivalent to a dec 
laratlon of independence, and when that subject assumed a more definite fonn, 
soon afterward, he was one of the ablest advocates of the measure. His signa* 
ture was affixed to the great instrument which declared the colonies "free and 
independent States." Mr. Adorns labored on assiduously in Cong^ress,* until 
appointed, by that body, to fill the place of Silas Deane at the French court 
Franklin had done all the necessary diplomatic work, and Mr. Adams returned 
in 1*779. He then assisted in framing a state constitution for Massachusetts, and 
while thus employed, was appointed a minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a 
peace, and form a commercial treaty, with Great Britain. He was very active 
while abroad, and at one time was intrusted with no less than six missions.^ 
In 1781, he was associated with Franklin, Jay, and Laurens, in various nego- 
tiations, and was the first of the American commissioners who signed the defin- 
itive treaty of peace, with G-reat Britain, in 1783. He was the first United 
States minister to the British court, and did not return home until 1788. He 
was elected the first vice-president of the United States, under the Federal 

1. In the conne of the eighteen months preceding his departure for Europe, Mr. Adams had been oa 
ninety different committees, and was chairman of heenly -five of them. 

2. To treat for peace with Great Britain; to make a commercial treaty with Great Britain ; to nego- 
tiate the same with the States General of Holland ; the same with the Prince of Orange ; to pledge the 
fUth of the United States to fhe An&ed Neutrality ; and to negotiate a loan of ten mflUoui of doUao. 
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Constitution, in 1789, and in 1796, he was elevated to the presidential chair. At 
the dose of his term, in 1801, he retired from public lifia, but lived to see his 
son occupy the chair of chief mag:i8trate, twenty-four years afterward. In 1824^ 
he was diosen president of the Massachusetts convention for revising the state 
constitution, which he assisted in forming forty-five years before, but he declined 
the honor. His powers of life were then foiling; and on the 4th of July, 1826, 
he expired, with the words '' Independence forever 1" upon his lips, in the ninety* 
second year of his age.^ 



WILLIAM RICHARDSON DAVIE. 

lI/UJfiN the first thunder-peal of the Revolution rolled over the South, hun- 
VV dreds of her gallant sons seized their arms, and rushed to the field ; and 
many, who were living in obscurity, then burst the chrysalis of comparative in- 
fflgnificance and became honored leaders of the popular mind. Among these 
was "William Richardson Davie. He was bom at Egremont, near White Haven, 
England, on the 20th of June, 1756. His father brought him to America when 
he was a smaU child, and on his return, left him with his maternal uncle. Rev. 
William Richardson, of South Carolina. At a proper age, he was placed under 
the care of Dr. Witherspoon, of the College of New Jersey, at Princeton, where 
he was graduated in 1776, a few weeks before Washington and his broken army 
passed through there, in their flight toward the Delaware. 

Young Davie returned to North Carolina, full of patriotic fire, and resolved on 
becoming a soldier. He could not then obtain a commission, so he went to 
Salisbury and studied law, supposing the war would not continue many months. 
But as the clouds thickened, young Davie became restive, and he induced a 
popular friend to raise a troop of dragoons, of which the fledgling hero was made 
Ueutenant They marched toward Charleston, and the command devolving on 
Lieutenant Davie, he procured the attachment of his corps to the legion of Count 
Pulaski In that capacity he fought at Stono Ferry, in June, 1779, where he 
was so badly wounded that he was confined for five months in a hospital 

In 1780, Davie was placed at the head of a legionary corps, with a commission 
of major fix)m the governor of North CaroUna He spent the last shilling of a 
bequest made by his lately-deceased uncle and guardian, in equipping this corps, 
and then went to the field to oppose the progress of the British troops tow^ 
the interior of the Caroiinas. He nobly aided Sumter in his operations in the 
vicinity of the Catawba, early in August, and was hastening to join the army of 
Grates, when it was defeated and dispersed near Camden. He was afterward with 
Rutherford at Ramsour's Mills, and nobly confironted the enemy at Charlotte, 
after a brilliant display of courage and skill at Wahab's Plantation. For his 
services during that campaign, he was rewarded with the commission of colonel 
commandant of the cavalry of North Carolina. 

When Greene took command of the southern army, he appointed Colonel Davie 
his commissary-general In all the important operations which followed, Davie 
was exceedingly efficient; and at the trying hour at Ninety-Six, in the Smnmer 
oi 1781, Crreene sent Colonel Davie to present the condition of his army to the 
legislature of North Carolina. He performed the service well; and prospects 

L Mr. AdaoDS sod Mr. Jefferson both expired on the same day, and at almost the same hour. TImj- 
irere both on ihe committee that framed the Declaration of Independence ; both voted for that instm- 
mentjoat fifty years before ; both signed it ; both had been foreign ministers : and both had been Prea- 
Idort of tilia BcpaUic tbey bad heqped to establish. The ooincidenoa of thebr daathf was thorafora 
•vita ramarkalde. 
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of peace appearing in the Automiif he left the army, married a daughter of 
General Allen Jones, in 1783, and in the town of Hali&x, on the Roanoke, com- 
menced the practice of law. In that pursuit he soon became eminent, and was 
chosen a delegate to the convention which framed the Federal (Constitution. In 
1197, he was commissioned a major-general of militia, and the next year, he was 
appointed a brigadier in the army of the United States. In 1798, he was elected 
governor of the State of North Carolina, and was soon afterward appointed, by 
President Adams, an associate envoy extraordinary to France, with Ellsworth 
and Murray. After his return, he went to reside at Tivoli, a beautiful estate on 
the Catawba river, in South Carolina. His wife died in 1803, and he remained 
in retirement until his own death, which occurred at Tivoli, in December, 1820, 
when he was in the sixty-fourth year of his age. Greneral Davie was one of the 
founders of the North Carolina University, at Chapel HilL He was chiefly in- 
strumental in procuring the erection of the buildings for that institution; and, 
as grand master of the masonic fraternity, he laid the comer-stone. 



ROBERT MORRIS. 

IT is an often demonstrated truth, that '^ money is the sinew of war." It was 
eminently so during the revolutionary struggle, when its strong^ and use- 
ftdness in the cause of freedom, were controlled by Robert Morris, a wealthy 
and influential merchant of Philadelphia. He was bom in Lancashu^ England, 
in January, 1733. His &,ther was a Liverpool merchant extensively engaged 
in the American trade, who came to America in 1744, and settled on liie eastern 
shore of Chesapeake Bay. His son, Robert, with his grandmother, followed in 
1746, and was placed in a school in Philadelphia, where an inefficient teacher 
wasted his time and patience.^ In 1749, young Morris was placed in the count- 
ing-room of Charles Willing, of Philadelphia ; and on the death of his employer, 
in 1754, he entered into a partnership with that gentleman^s son, which con- 
tinued thirty-nine years. That firm soon became tihe most wealthy and exten- 
sive among the importers of Philadelphia, and consequently they were the heaviest 
losers by the non-importation agreements, ^ which gave such a deadly blow at 
the in&nt commerce of the colonies, after the passage of the Stamp Act. Yet 
they patriotically joined the league, and made the sacrifice for the good of the 
cause of right 

In November, 1776, Mr. Morris was elected to a seat in the Continental Con- 
gress, ^ where his exceeding great usefulness was soon discovered. Its appreci- 
ation was manifested by placing him upon committees, having in charge the 
" ways and means " for carrying on the war. In the Spring of 1776, he was 
chosen, by Congress, a special commissioner to negotiate bills of exchange, and 
to take other measures to procure money for government At that time, no 
man's credit, in America, for wealth and honor, stood higher than that of Robert 
Morris. He was again elected to Congress after the Declaration of Independence 

1. Oo one occasion Robert's father censnred him for his tardiness in learning. His nplj and exeoM 
were, " Why, sir, I have learned all that the master could teach me." 

2. One of the measures adopted by the colonists to compel Great Britain to do them jnstioe, was tiiat 
of American merchants everywhere aipraeing not to import any more Roods from the mottier covntiy, 
until all obnoxious acts should be repealed. These leagues, recommended by the Continental Con gr e w 
in 1774, and generally subscribed to, had a powerful eflTect on Parliament, for in the Lower Hooae (Cooi- 
mons) the mercantile interest had a potential representation. 

S. When the news of the battle of Lexington reached Philadelphia, Mr. Morris and tome Menda, mitm- 
ben of the St. Oeorge^t Society, were celebrating their anniversMy. There the ni1it)eet was liJactmeil, 
•ad Morris and a few otheri, by solemn tow, dedicated themselves to the caoM of the BoTolvtkwu 



Digitized by 



Google 



J 



ROBERT MORRIS. 91 



"^^rthh 



bad been adopted, and being &yorable to that measure, he signed the document, 
with most of the others, on the second day of August following. Toward the 
close of that jear, when the half-naked, half-famished American army were about 
to cease the struggle, m despair, he evinced his faith in the success of the con- 
flict, and his own warm patriotism, by loaning for the government, on his own 
responsibility, ten thousand dollars.^ It gave food and clothing to the gallant 
little band under "Washington, who achieved the noble victory at Trenton, and 
a new and powerful impetus was thereby given to the Revolution. 

Mr. Morris was continually active in the great cause during the whole of the 
war. He fitted out many privateers. Some were lost, others were successful 
in bringing him rich prizes ; and at the return of peace he estimated that his 
losses and gains were about equal In May, 1181 about the gloomiest period 
of the struggle, Mr. Morris submitted to Congress a plan for a National Bank. 
It was approved, and the Bank of North America, with Robert Morris as its 
soul, was established, and became a very eflBcient fiscal agent He was assisted 
by Gouvemeur Morris ; and through the active agency, in financial matters, of 
these gentlemen, much of the success which resulted in the capture of Comwallis, 

1. "I want money.'* n!d Morris to a Quaker friend, " for the nae of the army." " What secnrity 
caaattiMm glTef' a^ed the lender. "My note and my honor," responded Morris. "Bobert, thorn 
ahatttoTo it," was the pmmpt reply. ' ' > »~ 
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at Yorktown, must be attributed.* During that year Mr. Morris accepted the 
office of Financial Agent (Secretary of the Treasury) of the United States. After 
the war, he was twice a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature, and he was 
one of the framers of the Federal Constitution. He was a senator in the first 
Congress convened under that instrument ; and "Washington appointed him his 
first Secretary of the Treasury. He declined the office, and named Alexander 
Hamilton as more capable, than himself; to perform the duties. At the close of 
his senatorial tenn, Mr. Morris retired from pubhc life, not so rich in money, by 
half; as when he entered the arena. Soon the remainder of his large fortune 
was lost by speculations in wild land, in the western part of the State of New 
York, afterward purchased by an association known as The BbUand Land Com- 
pany. On the 8th of May, 1806, Robert Morris, the great Financier of the 
Revolution, died in comparative poverty, at the age of a little more than seventy- 
three years. 



FRANCIS DANA. 

MASSACHUSETTS is pre-eminent among the States in the production of dis- 
tinguished men. Prominent among those of whom she may be justly 
proud, is the name of Francis Dana, who was bom at Charlestown, near Boston, 
in August, 1742. He was educated at Harvard University, and chose the law 
as his profession. In the midst of the confusion and distress incident to the 
closing of the port of Boston, by parUamentary decree, in 1174,2 Mr. Dana went 
to England, and passed a year with his brother, a clergyman, at Wroxeter. He 
returned to America at the close of 1775, took an active part, as a patriot, in 
the exciting poUtlcal proceedings of the time, and in the Autumn of 1776, was 
elected a delegate to the Continental Congress. In that important station he 
remained until November, 1779, when he accompanied John Adams to Paris, as 
Secretary of Legation. 

Toward the close of 1780, Congress appointed Mr. Dana minister plenipoten* 
tiary at the court of Russia. The Empress Catherine would not openly receive 
him, for fear of offending England, but he was allowed to remain in St Peters' 
burg until the close of the war, when he returned home, and was immediately 
chosen a delegate to the Congress of 1784. Mr. Dana was an efficient advocate 
of the Federal Constitution, in thp Massachusetts convention, and exerted great 
influence in the political affairs of his State. President Adams appreciated his 
worth, and offered him the office of envoy extraordinary to France, with Messrs. 
Marshall and Pinckney, in 1797. He declined the honor, an,d Elbridge Gerry, 
one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence, accepted it. Mr. Dana 
had then held the important office of chief justice of Massachusetts, for five years, 
to which he had been appointed by President "Washington. He retained his 
seat on the bench until 1806, when he retired to private life, but not to a life of 
inaction.* He was a thorough Federalist; and during the exciting poUtical 
period, from the election of Jefferson in 1800, until his death, his pen was often 
busy. Judge Dana died at his residence in Cambridge, near Boston, on th« 
25th of April, 1811, at the age of sixty-eight years. 

1. The Bank of North America did not {po into operation until December, ITSt. Yet Morris, on bis 
own personal responsibility, was acting as efficiently as the bank could then haTC done, in proTidins 
ftinds for the American army under Washington, in making its successful expedition i«|o Virginia. 

2. In consequence of the destruction of two cargoes of tea in Boston Harbor, in December, 177S, ard 
other rebellious movements, the British parliament ordered the port of that city to be closed, and all iis 
public offices to be removed. This blow at the business of that thriying town, was a retaliatory meas- 
nre, and produced great Irritation throughout the colonies. 
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JOHN FITCH. 

THE records of human inventions are full of instances of originators being 
deprived of the honors and emoluments due to them. John Fitch, an earij 
applicant of steam power to the propulsion of boats, is a remarkable instance of 
that kind. He was bom between Hartford and Windsor,' in Connecticut, on the 
21st of January, 1743. At the age of eight years, he was taken fh>m school, 
and put to labor on a &rm ; after which he had but one month in each vear to 
devote to study under instruction. But most of the leisure moments or child- 
hood were employed with his books ; and at the age of eleven years, he planted 
and raised some potatoes, for the express purpose of purchasing a complete 
Greography. His health was ilaturally feeble, and he appears to have been 
overworked on the &rm. He ran away from home, and was afterward appren- 
ticed to a clock-maker. He learned the business imperfectly, and abandoned 
it at his majority, for that of a brass-founder. He married a young lady, in 1767, 
but incompatibility of temper and views caused them to separate at the end of 
two years. They had two children, but a reconciliation never took place, and 
the cloud always deeply shadowed his path of life. 

Mr. Fitch was a silversmith in Trenton, New Jersey, when the British army 
entered it, and destroyed his shop and contents, in the Winter of 1776, because 
he was engaged in repairing American arms. He joined the army, and was 
with Washington at VaUey Forge. There he heard some officers speak of the 
fertility of Kentucky. He procured the appointment of deputy surveyor, and m 
the Spring of 1780, set out on foot, for that untraversed wilderness beyond the 
Alleghanies. He returned to Philadelphia the following year, the owner of six- 
teen hundred acres of fine land in the Ohio Valley, and filled with dreams of future 
opulence. Again he started for the great West, and while descending the Ohio, 
with some others, in the Spring of 1782, he was made a prisoner by the Indians, 
where Marietta now stands. He was redeemed fix)m captivity, at Detroit, by a 
British officer, went to Canada, and returning to Pennsylvania, he constructed a 
map of the Western Country. He now conceived the idea of " gaining a force 
by steam;" and in August, 1785, he presented the subject to the Continental 
Congress, and asked for aid to try experiments in applying the power to the 
propulsion of vessels, by means of wheels or paddles. At about this time, Mr. ' 
Rumsey, of Virginia, had conceived a similar idea, and Mr. Fitch, disappointed 
and exasperated by what he deemed the stupidity of Congress, went from State 
to State, in search of aid, but without success. He engaged in a bitter contro- 
versy with Rumsey, in relation to priority of invention; and in the meanwhile, 
new claimants appeared. Yet all seemed to have distmct plans, with identical 
aim — ^the moving of a boat by means of steam-power. Fitch and Rumsey pro- 
cured protective statutes fi*om different State legislatures. The former organ- 
ized a stock company, to carry out his designs, in 1786, but little was effected 
by it The State of Pennsylvania refused to lend him one hundred and fifty 
pounds, to procure an engine f^om England. With another mechanic, he suc- 
ceeded in constructing an engine and boat; and on the 1st of May, 1789, the 
first stecmboai was seen moving upon the waters of the Delaware. The boat 
went at the rate of eight miles an hour, and yet there was not confidence enough 
in the project, to sustain the persevering inventor. To him success was as 
"dear as any problem in Euclid;" and in a letter to Franklin, he expressed his 
full belief tl^ " steamboats would answer for sea voyages, as well as inkmC naviga- 

1. The house in which he was born stood upon the dividing line of thote towas, and it is said that his 
Urth occarr«d in fha Windsor portion of the dwelling. 
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^iitw." Despairing of gaining funds to perfect his invention, in America, Fitch 
went to France and England, in 1*792; but, disappointed and almost penniless, 
he returned home, and retired to Kentucky. He found a good deal of his land 
occupied; and in 1*797, he commenced ejectment suits. Soon after this his mind 
and body began to give way under the pressure of long-continued excitements, 
and, though temperate through life, he determined to shorten his days by the 
excessive use of spirituous liquors. He foretold the time of his death by a 
mathematical calculation, and on the 2d of July, 1798, he died at Bardstown, 
Kentucky, and was buried there. Had his countrymen appreciated his inven- 
tions, and sustained his efforts, the glory awarded to Fulton would doubtless 
have been due to John Fitch, Aill twenty years earlier than the success of the 
former established his own &me. 



JOHN ALEXANDER LILLINQTON. 

THE Cape Fear region of North Carohna abounded with true Republicanii^ 
when the party lines between Whigs and Tories were distinctly drawn, 
just before the war of the Revolution was hghted up. John A. Lilliugton was 
one of the truest stamp. He was the son of a British military officer, who was a 
member of the royal council of Barbadoes, in 1698. His son John, captivated 
by the glowing accounts given of North Carolina, emigrated thither, and settled 
within the present Umits of New Hanover county; and in 1734, built a fine 
mansion there, which he called LiUington HaU, It stands on the north branch 
of the Cape Fear river, about thirty miles from Wilmington. The proprietor 
inherited the military tastes of his &.ther ; and when the notes of preparation 
for the Revolution were heard all over the land, his skill was brought into re- 
quisition. He was also a member of the Wilmington committee of safety in 
1776 ; and when the Scotch Highlanders and others in the vicinity of Cross Creek 
(Fayetteville), took up arms for the king, under Donald McDonald, in the Winter 
of 1776, Colonel LiUington commanded one of the provincial corps which marched 
against, and defeated them, at Moore's Creek, under the general command <^ 
Colonel Caswell. It was the initial battle of the Revolution in the South, and 
the victory was hailed with delight. Colonel LiUington was made a brigadier ; 
and from that time, untU the approach of Gates, in 1780, he was active in the 
councU and field. Both he and his son joined the army of Gates, and partici- 
pated in the disgrace of defeat at Camden. 

General LiUington remained in service untU the close of the war, when he 
withdrew from pubHc Ufe, and sought repose in the bosom of his famUy at LiU 
lington HaXL, There appears to be no record of the birth or death of General 
LUlington. The slab over his grave, near his mansion, has an appropriate in- 
scription, but it bears no date, except that of his battle at Moore's (>eek. It 
tells us, however, that "To inteUectual powers of a high order, he united incor- 
ruptible integrity, devoted and self-sacrificing patriotism." Tradition avers, that 
he possessed a frame of Herculean proportions and strength, and that, in his 
generous kindness to all around him, must we find the reason of the salvation 
of LiUington HaU from the fiames, when all others in the neighborhood were 
desolated. The Tories loved him for his goodness of heart; the Whiga revered 
him for his stem patriotism. , 
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JOHN PAUL JONES. 

SOMEWHERE, in the great city of Paris, rest the remains of one of the bravest 
naval commanders known in history, but, like the sepulchre of General 
Greene, its identity is lost to this generation, and the reproach of that obhvion 
rests upon the government of the United States. John Paul Jones is the naval 
hero of the elder war for American independence ; and, like many of the patriots 
of that struggle, whom we delight to honor, he was bom beyond the Atlantic. 
His birth occurred on the 6th of July, 1747, at Arbigland, on the Frith of Sol- 
way, Scotland. At the age of twelve years he was apprenticed to a ship-master 
in the Virginia trade. In 1766, he became mate of a Jamaica " slaver " (as 
vessels engaged in the importation of negroes, from Africa, were called), and 
two years afterward, while on his way to Scotland, in another vessel, he became 
master by the death of the two chief officers. In that position he was retained, 
though only twenty-one years of age. On the death of his mother, in 1773, he 
gettleid in Virginia.^ When the Revolution broke out, he offered his services to 



1. He went there to take charge of some property belonging to a deceased brother. His original 
name was John Panl, bat, for reasons not known, he added the name of Jones, after settling in Vir* 
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Congress, and received the commission of a lieutenant in the navy, near the 
close of 1775. He soon afterward became commander of a vessel, with which 
he took sixteen prizes. In 1777, he was ordered to Paris, to arrange some naval 
operations with the American commissioners there; and in the Spring of 1778, 
he was spreading universal alarm along the coasts of Scotland, by his bold ex- 
ploits. At Whitehaven, he captured two forts with thirty cannon; and at 
another time, almost succeeded in making the Earl of Selkirk, at Kirkcudbright, 
a prisoner. After a very successful cruise in the British waters, he returned to 
Brest, with two hundred prisoners of war and much booty. At the close of the 
Summer of 1779, he made another cruise, with a little squadron, his flag-ship 
being the Bonhomme Richa/rd; and on the evening of the 23d of September, he 
had an engagement with the Serapis and Countess of Scarborough^ two strong 
English vessels that were convojdng the Baltic merchant fleet. He had already 
captured thirteen vessels during the cruise, and boldly attacked these. It was 
one of the most desperate sea-fights that ever occurred. At one time the Richard 
and Serapis were side by side, lashed together, and thus poured broadsides into 
each other, while with pike, cutlass, and pistol, the combatants fought hand to 
hand upon both vessels. After a conflict of two hours, the British vessel sur- 
rendered ; but Jones' flag-ship was so shattered, that, sixteen hours after the 
victory, it went beneath the deep waters of Bridlington Bay. This victory gave 
Jones great ecUxt^ both in America and Europe. King Louis of France presented 
him with an elegant gold-mounted sword, with appropriate emblems and motto 
upon its blade ; and Congress then voted special thanks to the victor, and had 
a gold medal struck in his honor, and presented to him, eight years afterward. 
Captain Jones returned to Philadelphia, in 1781 ; and when peace was estab- 
lished, he went to Europe as agent for the recovery of prize money. He re- 
turned to America in 1787, and the following year he was solicited to join the 
Russian navy, with the commission of rear-admiral. He served against the 
Turks, in the Black Sea, for awhile, but disliking the position, he retired to 
Paris, on a pension from the Empress Catharine, in 1789. There he resided 
most of the time, until his death, which occurred on the 18th of July, 1792, a 
few days before the arrival of a commission for him, from President Washington, 
to treat with Algiers. Though the minute circumstances of his death have been 
related, and the French National Assembly noticed it by an eulogistic resolution 
— ^though it is said that his body was placed in a leaden coflftn to be conveyed 
to the United States, if asked for, yet "the place of his sepulchre is not known 
unto this day.'' 



RICHARD CASWELL. 

THE first victory of republican troops in North Carolina, was won by those 
under the command of a lawyer in the prime of life ; and the first incum- 
bent of the chair of chief magistrate of that State, after it became a sovereign 
commonwealth by the act of the people, waa that same lawyer, Richard Cas- 
well. He was a native of Maryland, where he was bom on the 3d of August, 
1729. In 1746, he went to North Carolina, where, through influential letters 
of introduction, he found employment in one of the public ofBces. He became 
deputy-surveyor of the colony; and in 1753, was made clerk of the county court 
of Orange. He studied law with William Heritage (his second &ther-in-lawX 
obtained a license, and practiced with great success. He was chosen a member 
of the Colonial Assembly from Johnston county, in 1754, and oontinaed to rep- 



Digitized by 



Google 



JOHN LOVELL. 97 



resent that district until 11*11. During the last two years of his legislative 
duties in the Colonial Assembly, he was Speaker, and at the same time he held 
the office of colonel of the militia of his county. In that capacity he commanded 
the right wing of Governor Tryon's forces at the battle of the AUamance, ^is re- 
gard for law and order causing him to condemn the rebellious movements of 
the Regulators.' He was one of the delegates of North Carolina, in the Con- 
tinental Congress, in 1*774, and was re-elected the following year ; but being 
chosen treasurer of the southern distoict of his State, he resigned his seat in the 
Autumn, and returned home. 

In February, 1776, Colonel Caswell was the commander of the provincial 
forces who defeated the Scotch Loyalists in a battle upon Moore's Creek, in New 
Hanover county. North Carolina; and in April following, the Provindal Con- 
gress gave him the commission of a brigadier, for the district of Newbem. Ho 
was chosen president of the Provincial Council, which framed a constitution for 
the State, in the Autumn of 1776, and was elected the first governor under that 
instrument. During the stormy period of the three succeeding years, he held 
that oflfice, performed his duty with rare feithfulness and abihty, and refused 
compensation for his services. He led the troops of North Carolina, under Gates, 
in 1780, and was a participant in the disastrous defeat of the Americans at Cam- 
den. From 1782 to 1784, he was Speaker of the State Senate, and controller- 
general. Then he was again elected governor of the State. He filled that ofi&ce 
until 1786, when he became ineligible, according to the provisions of the con- 
stitution. The following year, he was chosen a delegate to the convention which 
formed the Federal Constitution in the city of Philadelphia ; and when the General 
Assembly of his State met, he was chosen Speaker of the Senate. But his 
course on earth was nearly finished. Domestic bereavements had clouded his 
life with melancholy ; and while presiding in the Senate, on the 5th of Novem- 
ber, 1787, he was prostrated by paralysi& He lingered in almost insensibility, 
until the tenth, when he expired, in the sixtieth year of his age. 



JOHN LOVELL. 

" 'PHE Master " of many of the leading men of the "War for Independence, in 
1 New England, was John Lovell, a descendant of one of the first settlers 
in the Massachusetts colony. He was bom in 1708, and was graduated at 
Harvard College, at the age of twenty years. He succeeded Jeremiah Gridley 
as assistant in the South Grammar School of Boston, and in 1738, was placed at 
its head, where he exercised pedagogue authority for almost forty years. He 
wrote several political and theological pamphlets; and in 1743, he delivered a 
funeral oration, on the death of Peter FaneuU, the founder of Faneuil Hall, which 
was pubhshed. Unlike a great proportion of his earlier pupils, Master Lovell 
was a Loyalist, and left Boston, with other refugees, when the British were driven 
from that city in March, 1776. He died in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1778, at 
the age of seventy years. 

1. The people of the interior of North Carolina, were chiefly of Scotch-Irish descent, and thorouichly 
imbued with independence of spirit. They warmly sympathised with their brethren of the sea-board in 
opposing the Stamp Act ; and in 1771. an association of the principal inhabitants of Orange and adjacent 
counties, was formed to resist the growing rapacity of olUce holders, and regnlate the political affairs 
of their section. They called themselves Regidatorn. Tryon, then governor of the colony, led an armed 
foree against them, and in May, 1771, they had a bloody skirmish on the AUamance Creek. The Rwt- 
latar» were overpowered, and six of the prisoners then captured, wete hang at HUlsborough. There, 
reaUy, the/rsC Hood ef tiie Bavolution was shed. 
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ISAAC SHELBY. 

IP being a hero in two wars, with a long interval of usefiil service in civil life, 
shoald command the reverence of posterity, surely Isaac Shelby, of Ken- 
tucky, may worthily make claim to such reverential regard. He was bom a few 
miles from Hagerstown, Maryland, on the 11th of December, 1760, and inherited 
from his Welsh ancestors that courage and perseverance for which he was so 
distinguished. He became a professional surveyor ; and, at the age of twenty- 
one years, he settled in Western Virginia. He was with his father, Evan Shelby, 
in the battle at Point Pleasant, in 1714, and was afterward employed by Hen- 
derson and others, as a surveyor, in Kentucky. In July, 1776, he waa appointed 
to the command of a company of minute-men, by the Virginia committee of 
safety ; and the following year, Governor Patrick Henry appointed him commis- 
sary of supphes. In 1778, he was attached to the Continental commissary de- 
partment; and in the Spring of 1779, he was elected to a seat in the Virginia 
Legislature, from Washington county. Governor Jeflferson gave him the com- 
mission of major, in the Autumn of that year, about which time he was engaged 
in defining tiie boundary line between Virginia and North Carolina^ whidi 
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placed his residence in the latter State. A new county of Sullivan was formed, 
and Governor Caswell appointed him colonel of that district He took very little 
part in military affairs, until the Siunmer of 1780, when Charleston fell into the 
hands of the British, and the subjugation of the whole South seemed inevitable. 
Colonel Shelby was then locating lands for himself in Kentucky. His country 
needed his services, and they were freely given. He hastened home, raised a 
corps of three hundred mounted riflemen, crossed the mountains, and joined 
Colonel McDowell, on the Broad River. He was very active in that vicinity ; 
and with Colonels Campbell, Sevier, and other brave officers and soldiers, be 
fought the decisive and successful battle, with Major Ferguson, on King's Moun- 
tain, in October, 1780. He suggested to Greneral Greene that expedition which 
resulted so brilliantly for Morgan, and his country, at the Cowpens. In the cam- 
paign of 1781, Shelby was under the command of Marion, for awhUe; and the 
following year, he was elected to a seat in the North Carolina Legislature. He 
alterwai5 made Kentucky his residence, and was one of the framers of its con- 
stitution, in 1792. He was elected the first governor of the new State, and after 
an interval of comparative repose, he was again the incumbent of that import- 
ant office, in 1812. Another war with Great Britain was then impending. The 
fire of 1776 still warmed his bosom, and he called his countrymen to arms, when 
the proclamation of war went forth. Henry Clay presented him with a sword, 
voted by the legislature of North Carolina for his gallantry at King's Mountain, 
thirty-two years before, and with that weapon he marched at the head of four 
thousand Kentucky volunteers, toward the Canada frontier, in 1813, though the 
snows of threescore and three Summers were upon his head. He fought gal- 
lantly upon the Thames, in Canada; and for his valor there, Congress honored 
him with a gold medal President Monroe appointed him Secretary of War, in 
1817, but he declined the honor, for he coveted the repose which old age de- 
mands. His last pubhc act was the holding of a treaty with the Chickasaw 
Indians, in 1818, with General Jackson for his colleague. His sands of life wer» 
now nearly exhausted. In February, 1820, he was prostrated by paralysis, yet 
he lived, somewhat disabled, untQ the 18th of July, 1826, when apoplexy ter- 
minated his life. He was then almost seventy-six years of age. 



JOHN ASHE. 



rB resistance to official oppression in some of the interior comities of North 
Carolina^ in 1771, known as ^ Begtdator movement^ was not viewed, by 
many good men, as a legitimate part of the general opposition to government 
measures, then rampant throughout the colonies; and some who were the most 
earnest in denouncing the Stamp Act,' zealously assisted Governor Try on, in his 
measures for suppressing these insurgents. Of these, John Ashe was conspic- 
UOU& He was bom in England, in 1721, and at the age of six years, he accom- 
panied his father to America, and grew to manhood near the banks of the Cape 
Fear river, in North Carolina. He was a representative in the Colonial Assem- 
bly for several years, and from 1762 to 1766, he was Speaker of that body. He 

1. In order to raise a revenue from the American colonies, to replenish the exhausted treasnry of 
Eofirlsnd after the French and Indian War, the Parliament decreed that everv "piece of paper, parch- 
ment, or TMom," on which any legal instrument was written, should bear the government stamp, to 
make it valid, for which certain prices were to be paid, according to the character of the instrument. 
The Americans Jnttly regarded it as a scheme to tax them, indirectly, without their consent, and they 
reaiated. The eonnt^ was neatly excited, and ihe colonies were on the eve of rebellion, when the ob- 
ooocioos net was repealed. It became a law in 1765, and was repealed in 1706. 
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family opposed the Stamp Act, and, with Hugh Waddell and others, he exer* 
dised his authority as colonel of the militia of hJjs county, and led an anned force 
« Wilmington, to compel the stamp distributer* to resign. He commanded a 
part of the troops in Governor Tiyon's expedition against the BegtdatarSy in 1771. 
On one occasion, during that expedition, while he was out reconnoitring, he was 
caught by some of the insurgents, tied to a tree, and severely whipped. He 
afterward became convinced of the justice of the seemingly rebeUious movement, 
and was one of the most zealous of the revolutionary patriots of the South. In 
the Colonial Assembly, he advocated republicanism ; and as a member of the 
Provincial Congress, and of the committee of safety at Wilmington, he was ex- 
ceedingly active. He first suggested a Provincial Congress ; and at the head 
of five hundred men, he destroyed Fort Johnson, in 1775. For this he was 
denounced as an arch-rebel, but the republicans were more numerous than ad- 
herents of the crown, and he was unhiamed. With eloquent words and ener- 
getic acts, he aroused the whole country around Wilmington, early in 1776; and 
he also raised and equipped a regiment He was made a brigadier, and was 
active in his section until he joined Lincoln on the Savannah, in the Autumn of 
1778, with regiments from Halifiix, Wilmington, Newbem, and Edenton. With 
these he pursued the British down the right bank of the Savannah, fix>m Augusta, 
early in 1779, but in a battle at Brier Creek, was defeated, with great loss. He 
then returned home; and when the British took possession of Wilming^n, in 
1781, Goneral Ashe was made a prisoner, and his family suffered much. Daring 
his captivity he was attacked by the small-pox. While sick, he was released 
on parole, but died while accompanying his fiunily to a place of quiet in October, 
1781, at the age of sixty years. 



WILLIAM JOHNSON. 

ONE of the "baronial halls'' yet in existence in the United States, is that of 
Sir William Johnson, at Johnstown, a few mUes north of the Mohawk 
river. Its first proprietor, William Johnson, was a native of Ireland, where he 
was bom about the year 1714. He was a nephew of Su* Peter Warren, a dis- 
tinguished naval commander in the British service. Sir Peter married Miss 
Watts, of New York, and purchased an extensive tract of land upon the Mo- 
hawk. When about twenty years of age, young Johnson came to America to 
look after his imde's possessions in the ^demess. He learned the Indian 
language, and soon acquired a great influence, especially over the Mohawk tribes, 
within whose domains he resided. He built a large stone mansion on the Mo- 
hawk, near the present village of Amsterdam, caUed it Fort Johnson, and i^ 
sided there twenty years before he built Johnson Hall, above alluded ta He 
was shrewd, cunning, and licentious. Many of the half-breed warriors of the 
Mohawks, who took sides against the Republicans in the War for Independence, 
were his children, for he had numerous Indian concubines, among whom was a 
sister of the famous Mohawk chie^ Joseph Brant He idso had a white wife, 
the pretty daughter of a Gtormtm emigrant, by whom he had a son and two 
daughters.^ 

1. Men were appointed in all the colonies to sell the stamps, or stamped paper. The oAc« w» to 
obnoxious to the people, that none were allowed to exercise it. 

2. In those dajs, emigrants were often sold to service, bj their own consent, to pay their pensaae 
money to America. The girl alluded to had been purchased by a man named Pnillips, in tba Mohawk 
▼alley. She attracted the attention of Johnson ; the sequel was told to a neighbor by Pblltlpa hlMailf 
<• Johnson, that tammed Irishman, came todder day and offered me fire poondi fbr W. *hrsat— li% ta 
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In 1755, Johnson was intrusted with the command of the provincial troops of 
New York, in an expedition against the French and Indians on Lake Champlain. 
He had a severe battle with them at the head of Lake Greorge, in which he was 
early wounded, and the command devolved on General Lyman. The provincials 
were victorious, and Johnson received the honors of knighthood, and five 
thousand pounds sterling, because of the victory. He was also appointed super- 
intendent of Indian affairs, with a handsome salary, and continued to hold his 
military commission. In 1759, he was again in the field ; and his superior officer 
(Prideaux) being killed in an attack upon Fort Niagara, he became commander- 
in-chie^ and was successful. Such was now his influence over the Indians, that 
when Lord Amherst was at Oswego, in 1760, preparing to proceed against Mon- 
treal, Sir William furnished him with a thousand Iroquois warriors. He died 
at Johnson Hall, on the 11th of July, 1774, at the age of about sixty years. He 
had commenced a powerful opposition to the republican movements in the 
Mohawk Yalley, and the mantle of his influence fell upon his son, Sir John 
Johnson, who succeeded to his title, office, and estates 



DAVID BRAINERD. 

r leave the endearments of home and the pleasures of civilized life, ana spend 
the strength of manhood among pagans, with the sole aim of doing good to 
the needy, is true heroism — an exhibition of chivalry, worthy of the honors of 
knighthood. Prominent on the list of such self-sacrificing champions, is the 
name of David Brainerd, eminent as a missionary among the Indians of our land. 
He was bom at East Haddam, Connecticut, on the 20th of April, 1718. In 
1739, he entered Tale College, as a student; and in 1743, he was expelled from 
that institution, first, because he had disobeyed orders, in attending prohibited 
meetings of those who were attached to the preaching of Whitefield and Tennant, 
and secondly, because he indiscreetly questioned the piety of one of the tutors, 
and would not acknowledge his error. He then commenced theological studies, 
with a view of becoming a missionary, for he ardently desired to be a teacher 
of the poor Indians, in the knowledge of the gospel At the age of twenty- 
five years he began his labors among the Stockbridge Indians, in the vicinity 
of Kinderhook, New York. He lived in a wigwam, slept on straw, and ate 
boiled com, hasty-pudding, and samp. Though feeble in body, and often ill, he 
persevered; and when, in 1744, his "fiock" agreed to go to Stockbridge, he 
went with his glad tidings to the Delaware Indians. He continued in tJie vi- 
cinity of Easton nearly a year, during which time he visited the tribes on the 
Susquehannah in the Wyoming Valley and vicinity. Then he returned, and 
took up his abode among the New Jersey Indians at Crosswicks, where he was 
remarkably successful. In less than a year, he baptized seventy-seven converts, 
and the whole tribe became thoroughly reformed in their morals. His health 
gradually gave way, and he was compelled to leave the field of duty, where his 
heart lingered. He went to Boston in July, 1747, and returning to Northamp- 
ton, he took up his abode with Jonathan Edwards. In the family of that great 
and good man his fiower of life faded, and when the leaves began to fall in 
Autumn, he fell, like an apple early ripe, into the lap of the grave. His spirit 
went fix)m earth on the 9th of October, 1747, when he was only twenty-nine 
years of age. 

honewhip me and iteal her, if I would not sell. I tot five pounds pether m ft flogglni;, took it, and he '• 
got the gel." 
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OLIVER ELLSWORTH. 

NEVER was the harmony between private and pubKc virtue more complete^ 
than that exhibited in the character and career of one of the most beloved 
of New England patriots and jurists, OUver Ellsworth, He was bom at Wind- 
sor, the point of earhest settlement in Connecticut, on the 29th of April, 1745. 
His father was a respectable farmer, and with the strong common sense of his 
class, he prepared OUver for the stem duties of life, by habits of labor, applica- 
tion, and frugality. His mental superiority was early discovered, and his father 
alternated the lad's daily life, between vigorous phjrsical labors, and studies 
preparatory to a collegiate course of education. Ho entered Tale College at the 
ago of seventeen years, but greater advantages appearing at Princeton, he com- 
pleted his studies there, where he was graduated in 1*766. His talents were not 
briUiant, and precocity did not show blossoms of promise as precursors of the 
fruit of disappointment. Slowly but strongly his intellect unfolded, while ho 
labored with unceasing energy upon a rough farm, where his toil was sweetened 
by the sympathies of a charming wife, one of the Wolcott family. His evenings 
were devoted to the study of the law, and at the age of about twenty-five, he 
commenced its practice in the vicinity of Hartford. His ambition soared not to 
place and honor, and the farmer-lawyer, at that time, gave but little promise 
of being a chief justice of the United States. The electric spark of vitality to 
his latent greatuesfs aad lo^er aspu^ations was commuiucated by a stranger, iv 
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court, whom Ellsworth heard remark, and mquire, after one of his forensic efforts, 
" Who is that young man ? He speaks welL" Young Ellsworth pondered these 
words, and bright visions of fiune broke upon his mind. 

Increase of legal business induced Ellsworth to make Hartford his residence, 
and there he received the appointment of State's Attorney. As the quarrel with 
Grreat Britain progressed, he was always found on the side of the people. He 
even went to the field with the miUtia of his State, when the war broke out. 
In 1*777, he was chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress, and in 1780, 
took a seat in the council of his native State. He continued a member of that 
body until 1784, when he was {^pointed a judge of the superior court of Con- 
necticut. Judge Ellsworth was a warm friend of the Federal Constitution, did 
much toward effecting its ratification, in his State, and in 1789, was elected tho 
first representative of Connecticut in the Senate of the United States. There ho 
became greatly distinguished for his legislative quaUties, stem integrity, and 
faithM devotion to the public interest For seven years he served his country 
nobly in the national councils. In the Spring of 1796, he was appointed chief 
justice of the United States. He was now in the full prime of life, and his mind 
in its utmost vigor. He bore the ermine with majesty, and cast it off in unsul- 
lied purity when, toward the close of 1799, President Adams appointed him, 
with Davie and Murray, an ambassador to the French court, at the head of 
which was the youthful Bonaparte. After negotiating a treaty for which they 
were sent, Judge Ellsworth visited other parts of the Continent, and England. 
While lingering in Great Britain for the benefit of the health of himself and an 
invahd son, he resigned the oflBce of chief justice. He returned home early in 
1801, and was immediately elected to the council of his State. His health was 
now becoming impaired by a distressing internal disease ; and when, in May, 
1807, he was appointed chief justice of Connecticut, he declined the office, for 
he was conscious that his death was near. Six months afterward, his prophecy 
was fulfilled. He died on the 26th of November, 1807, at the age of sixty-two 
years. 



BENJAMIN HARRISON 

'* TITE are about to take a very dangerous step, but we confide in you, and are 
11 ready to support you in every measure you shall think proper to adopt," 
were the significant words of the constituents of Benjamin Harrison, as he was 
about to proceed to take his seat in the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, 
in 1774, as a delegate from Virginia. They were the words of men who knew 
their servant well, and allowed no shadow of distrust to cloud their hopes. He 
was a patriot of the truest stamp. The exact time of his birth is not certainly 
known. It occurred at Berkeley, the seat of his fiither, on the James River, a 
few miles above the residence of Colonel Byrd, at Westover. He was educated 
at the college of William and Mary, at Williamsburg, but on account of the sud- 
den death of his father,* and some difficulty with one of the professors, he was 
not graduated, and never took his degree. In 1764, young Harrison was elected 
a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses, where he soon became an in- 
fluential leader. He was chosen Speaker of that body, and when the Stamp 
Act excitement shook royal power in Virginia, the governor tried to win him to 
the support of government, by offering hun a seat in his counciL Harrison re- 

l. The renenble man and two of hia fonr daughters were killed by lightning, in his hotiBe, at Ber* 
tele/, dnrins a terrible thnnder-storm. 
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jected the offer, boldly avowed his republican principles, and from that time 
became identified with the reyolutionary party in Virginia. He was one of the 
representatives of Virginia in the first Continental Congress, when his relative, 
Peyton Randolph, was chosen its president. In the Autumn of 1715, he was 
one of a committee of Congress who visited the American army at Cambridge, 
to devise plans for the future, with Washington; and the following year he 
wfumly supported, and affixed his signature to, the Declaration of Independence. 
He was a member of the Foreign CkmmiUee until its dissolution in 1*7 7*7, and at 
that time he returned to Virginia^ and took his seat in the House of Burgesses. 
He was chosen speaker, and held that station until 1782, when he was dected 
governor of Virginia. As military lieutenant of his coimty, he was very active 
in endeavors to capture Arnold, the traitor, and with Nelson, kept the militia 
disciplined and vigilant, until the great victory at Yorktown. Mr. Harrison 
served as governor, two terms, and then retired to private life. He was again 
brought into the public service by being chosen governor, in 1791. On the day 
afler the election, he invited a party of friends to dine with him. He had re- 
cently recovered ft*om a severe attack of gout in the stomach; indulgence on 
that occasion invited its return, and the day following was his last on earth. 
He died in April, 1791. William Henry Harrison, the ninth President of the 
United States, was his son. 



JEREMY BELKNAP. 

AMONG- the writers of New England, Jeremy Belknap, D.D., holds a high 
rank. He was a descendant of one of the early inhabitants of Boston, and 
was bom in that city on the 4th of June, 1744. He was prepared for college in 
the grammar school of the celebrated John Lovell, and was graduated at Har- 
vard, in 1762. While a lad, he was remarkable for the beauty and chasteness 
of his compositions, and his Mends saw in him the germ of an elegant writer. 
He was equally fluent and correct in his conversation ; and the profession of a 
gospel minister being consonant with his seriousness of thought, he applied him- 
self to the study of theology. In 1767, he was ordained pastor of the church at 
Dover, New Hampshire, where he passed twenty years of his ministerial life, in 
the enjoyment of the cordial esteem of men of every class. He wrote consider- 
able in favor of the colonies, before the war, but took very little part in public 
affairs during the Revolution. Toward the close of his labors in Dover, he wrote 
a history of New Hampshire, in two large volumes, which gained him great 
reputation as an accurate chronicler. In 1787, Dr. Belknap was called to the 
pastoral charge of a congregational church in Boston, and there he spent the 
remainder of his years, a faithful minister and an assiduous student. The fields 
of literature had great charms for him, and in pursuit of the pleasures to be found 
therein, he spent much time. The last literary labor of his life was an American 
Biography, in which he exhibited much patient research and careful analysis. 
He did not live to complete it, for, in June, 1798, he was suddenly prostrated 
by paralysis of the whole system, and died on the 20th of that month, at the 
age of fifty-four years. He experienced the " privilege " for which he aspireot 
as expressed in the following lines, found among his papers: 

*' When fiilth and patience, hope and love, 
Have made ns meet for heaven above, 
How blest the privilege to rise, 
Snatched, in a moment, to the skies t 
UnconscloaB to resign oar breath. 
If or taste the bitterness of death.*' 
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ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON. 

VERY few of the American settlers were descendants of aristocratic famiKes, 
except the cavaliers of Virginia, and as a general rule, they were staunch 
republicans when the great political question of right and power was to be de- 
cided between the colonists and Great Britain. Robert Livingston, the first of 
the name who emigrated to America, was a lineal descendant of the Earl of 
Livingstone,* of Scotland. From him descended the family of that name so 
numerous at the period of the Revolution, and since, and who were all remark- 
able for their unflinching patriotism during the great struggle. Robert R. 
Livingston was a great grandson of the first "lord of the manor. "2 To the care- 
ful research and accurate pen of John "W. Francis, M.D., we are indebted for a 
record of the chief events of his life. He was born in the city of New York, in 
1747, and was educated at King's (now Columbia) College, where he was grad- 
uated in 1764. He studied law under the guidance of William Smith, chief 
justice of New York, and became an eminent practitioner of that professioa 

1. He was hereditary governor of Linlithgow Castle, in which Mary, Queen of Scots, was born, and 
his daaghter was one of the four ladies who accompanied that unfortunate Queen to France. 

2. The Manor of LiTlngston, in Columbia county, New York. It was one of those manorial estates, 
•stsbUshed under the patroon priTflegea of the Dntch rale in that prorince. See note 1, page 280. 

5* 
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His zeal for popular liberty was thoroughly awakened during the excitement 
incident to the Stamp Act, and he was an early participant in those movements 
which resulted in revolution. The brave General Montgomery, who fell at 
Quebec, had married his sister, and that event intensified his devotion to the 
republican cause. In 17 "7 6, he was elected a member of the Continental Con- 
gress, at the same time holding the office of delegate in the Provincial Congress 
of New York. He was appointed one of the conunittee to draft a Declaration 
of Independence, but, being called to duties at home, before the final vote was 
taken, his name does not appear upon that instrument. 

Mr. Livingston was made Secretary of Foreign Affairs (Secretary of State) 
when the new organization of government, under the Articles of Confederation, 
was completed ; and performed the duties of that station with rare ability, until 
1783, when he was appointed Chancellor of the State of New York. He was a 
warm supporter of the Federal Constitution, in the New York convention held 
at Pouglieepsie in 1788, to consider it; and on the 30th of April, the following 
year, he administered the oath of office to Washington, the first President of the 
United States. In 1801, Mr. Jefferson appointed him resident minister at the 
court of Napoleon, and he successfiilly negotiated the purchase of Louisiana, 
from the French, for fifteen miUions of dollars. By his enlightened patronage 
of Robert Fulton, in his experiments in steam navigation, he conferred a lasting 
benefit on mankind, and his name will always be honorably associated with that 
inventor, and the wonderful results of those experiments. Chancellor Livingston 
died at his seat, at Clermont, in Columbia county, on the 26th of February, 1813, 
in the sixty-sixth years of his age. "His person," says Dr. Francis, who knew 
him intimately, "was tall and commanding, and of patrician dignity. Gentle 
and courteous in his manners, pure and upright in his morals, h^ benefactions 
to the poor were numerous and unostentatious. In his life, he was without 
reproach — ^in death, victorious over its terrors." 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER. 

ONLY one, of all the American officers of the Revolution, bore a title of nobility 
by descent of patent, and his was disputed and denied. That officer was 
William Alexander, who claimed the title of Earl of Stirling. He was the eon 
of James Alexander, of Scotland, who took refuge in America, in 1716, after a 
warm participation in the cause of the son of James the Second, " pretender" to 
the rightful heirship of the throne of England. William was bom in the city of 
New York, in 1726. His mother was the widow of David Provoost, a bold 
smuggler in the early part of the last century, and well known by the name of 
" Ready Money Provoost." Young Alexander joined the army in the French 
and Indian war, and was secretary to General Shirley. He accompanied that 
officer to England, in 1755, and there made the acquaintance of some of the 
leading men of the realm. By their advice, he instituted proceedings to obtain 
the title of Earl of Stirling, to which his fe-ther was heir-presumptive when he 
left Scotland. Although he did not obtain a legal recognition of the title, his 
right to it was generally conceded, and fi-om that time he was addressed as Baii 
of Stirling. He returned to America in 1761, married the daughter of Philip 
Livingston (sister of Governor Livingston, of New Jersey), and built a fine man- 
sion, on his estate, at Baskenridge. Ho was a member of the New Jersey 
Provincial Council for a number of years; and when the choice between repub- 
Ucanism and royalty had to be made, he was found on the side of the people* 
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In 1775, the Provincial CJonvention of New Jersey appointed him colonel of the 
first raiment of militia^ and in March, 1776, Congress gave him the commission 
of a brigadier. General Lee left him in command at New York in April, and in 
Angost, he fought valiantly in the battle near Brooklyn, and was made prisoner. 
He was exchai^d; and in February foUowing, Congress made him a major- 
general He performed active and varied services imtil the Summer of 1781, 
when he was ordered to the command of the northern army, with his head- 
quarters at Albany. An invasion from Canada was then expected. Indeed it 
was commenced under St Leger, but the vigorous preparations of Stirling in- 
timidated him, and the scheme was abandoned. Late in the Autumn, he took 
command in New Jersey, and had jurisdiction and general supervision of military 
afl&irs, in that State and in New York, to Fishkill above the Hudson Highlands. 
Lord Stirling was again in command at Albany, in 1782, where he died, on the 
16th of January, :^ 7 83, in the fifty-seventh year of his age. It is a singular fact, 
that during the War for Independence, Lord Stirling h^ command, at different 
times, of every brigade of the American army, except those of South Carolina 
and Georgia. 



TIMOTHY DWIOHT. 

'TwJiNTY days after the Declaration of Independence was adopted by the 
X Continental Congress, a young man, twen^ four years of age, addressed 
the students of Yale College on the subject of the future of the States then just 
declared "free and independent," in language truly prophetic." That young 
prophet was Timothy Dwight, a grandson of the celebrated Jonathan Edwards, 
and many years the honored president of that ancient institution of learning. 
He was bom at Northampton, Massachusetts, on the 14th of May, 1752. He 
was educated at Yale College, where he was graduated in 1769. From that 
period, until 1771, he taught a granmiar school, in New Haven, and at the same 
time he devoted eight hours each day to severe study. At the age of nineteen 
years he was chosen a tutor in Yale College, and performed the duties of his 
station with great satisfaction for six years. It was while he was engaged in 
that vocation that he delivered the address above alluded to. He took his 
second degree in 1772, and, on that occasion, he delivered a learned dissertation 
on the history, eloquence, and poetry of the Bible. At about that time he com- 
menced his sacred epic, T?ie Conquest of Canaan^ and finished it at the age of 
twenty-two years. Severe application and want of bodily exercise now seriously 
affected his health, but it was speedily restored by a change of habits, and sick- 
ness was a stranger to him during the next forty years.^ 

Mr. Dwight married in the Spring of 1777 ; and in June following, he was 
licensed to preach the gospeL In September, he withdrew from the college, 
was appoint^ chaplain to General Parson's brigade, and joined the Continental 

1. After spMking of the esUbllshment of a republican groyemment, havJoR for its basis the Tirtne and 
intelligence of the people, he referred to the necessarv influence which Fuch a g^ovemmept wonld hare 
on the general advancement of mankind. He spoke of the yet undeveloped resources of the soil and 
ndnee, the organisation of new States, the vast increase of population : and then referred to the condition 
of that portion of the Continent nnder Spanish mle, from which daring the last twenty years, we have 
received snch vast accessions of territory. After speaking of the vices and degradation of the people, 
ha says, " ike moment our iiUereH demandg U, thete extenHve region» wUl he our own ; the present rsci 
of inhabitants will either be entirely exterminated, or revive to the native human dignity, by the gen' 
erons and beneficent inflnence of Jast laws and rational freedom." 

2. He was always aflUeted with a painftil disease of the ejes, canied b7 kii Intent^'uf of t)iein in 
t^j too 890D mr rocoT^rlng ftrom the BiMll-pox. 
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, on the Hudson. There he wrote several pj 
unencing, 

ambia I Colnmbla ! to glory arise. 

I queen of the world, and the child of the skies, " 

ted. That, too, like his address the year befo 
Ing the news of his father's death, he left the 

Northampton, and with filial regard cherisl 
jars. He preached occasionally in the neighl 
school at Hadley. In 1781, he was elected c 
Mature, but he soon abandoned civil employ 
9 was ordained pastor of a church at Greenfie 
lere he opened an academy, and labored inc 
md education, for twelve years. The building 
reenfield HQl," is yet [1854] standing. In 1 

first published, three thousand subscribers 
LT94, another poem, called Oreenfidd HiU, wi 
ae as an epic poet. Higher and more arduou 
9 death of Dr. Stiles, in 1795, he was chosen 
- ten years performed the duties and receive 
Theology, m that institution, by annual appoii 
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the office became pennanent In 1800, he completed his reyision of Watts' 
Psalms and Hymns, to which he added thirty-nine of his own; and in 1809, he 
published ahnost two hundred of his most important sermons, in five volumes. 
From 1806 until 1815, he spent his college vacations in travelling through New 
England and the State of New York, taking Ml notes of what he saw and heard 
These formed the basis of his published Travels^ in four volumes. After suffer- 
ing for nearly a year from an acute disease, he died, on the 11th of January, 
1817, at the age of ahnost sixty-five years. Dr. Dwi^it was the author of a 
great many published discourses and pamphlets on various subjects, chiefly of a 
theological and philosophical character. 



CHRISTOPHER GADSDEN. 

TORIES, or those who adhered to Great Britain when the War for Independ- 
1 ence commenced, were very numerous in South Carolina, and it required 
greater courage on the part of the Whigs, or opposers of government, to avow 
Sieir principles, than in communities where such loyalists were exceptions. ^ Bold 
among the boldest, was Christopher Gadsden in denouncing British oppre'ssion, 
even as early as the period of the Stamp Act* He was a native of Charleston, 
South Carolina, where he was bom in 1724. He was sent " home," as England 
was called, to be educated, and remained several years with his relatives in the 
west of England. He returned to Charleston at the age of sixteen years, and was 
soon afterward apprenticed to a merchant in Philadelphia, where he remained 
till he was twenty-one years of age. He then went to England; and on the 
death of the purser of the vessel in which he returned, he was appointed to fill 
his place. He retained that situation two years, and then engaged in mercantile 
business in Charleston. 

Gadsden's fiither owned a large property in Charleston, but lost it all in play 
with Lord Anson, a celebrated admiral in the British navy, who visited that 
city in 1733. That portion of the town still bears the name of Ansonborough. 
Christopher was successful, purchased all the property that once belonged to 
his fiither, and lived in the " Anson house," as it was called, till his death. 
Henry Laurens was his nearest neighbor and dearest friend, and they always acted 
shoulder to shoulder as unflinching patriots. Gadsden was appointed a delegate 
to the Congress which assembled at New York in 1765, in consequence of the 
passage of the Stamp Act ; and from that period, through all the storms of the 
Revolution, until the fall of Charleston, in 1780, he was regarded as the most 
reliable of the patriot leaders, both civil and military. He was chosen a delegate 
to the first Continental Congress, in 1774; and in that body, urged an imme<fiate 
attack upon G^eneral Gage at Boston, before he should be reinforced by fresh 
troops firom Great Britain. He was considered rash, but the measure was only 
delayed a few months. 

In 1775, Mr. Gaasden was elected senior colonel of three regiments raised at 
Charleston, and wasr subsequently made a brigadier. He was active at the time 
of the attack on Charleston, in 1776; and two years afterward he gave his 
efficient aid in forming a republican constitution for his native State. He re- 
gigned his military commission in 1779, and was lieutenant-governor of the State, 

1. Under a wide-roreading live oak. a little north of the residence of Mr. Gadsden, the patriots used 
to assemble during the Summer and Autumn of 1765, and even the next Summer, after the Stamp Act 
was repealed, to discuss the political question of the day. From that circumstance, the green oak, like 
the famovs Boston elm, was called Liberty Tree. Under that tree, Gadsden boldly warned the people, 
In 1770> not to rejoice too much, for the repeal was only a gJuno of justice. 
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when Charleston was captured by Sir Henry Clinton, in May, 1780. A few 
weeks after the capitulation, he was treacherously taken from his bed at night, 
and, with others, was conveyed on board prison eMps, in violation of the solemn 
stipulations contained in the articles of capitulation. They were taken to St. 
Augustine; and because the venerable patriot would not submit to indignities 
at the hands of Governor Tonyn, he was cast into a loathsome prison, where he 
remained until exchanged in June, 1781, eleven months afterward. From St. 
Augustine he sailed to Philadelphia, with other prisoners. On his return to 
Charleston, he was elected a member of the State legislature, where, notwith- 
standing his bad treatment, he generously opposed the confiscation of the prop- 
erty of the Loyalists. He was elected governor of his State, in 1 7 82, but declined 
the honor. He remained in private life until his death, on the 28th of Aug^ust, 
1805, at the age of eighty-one years. 



SAMUEL SEAB»URY. 

rE) first Protestant Bishop, in the United States, was the son of a Congprega- 
tional minister who preached at Groton, Connecticut, and afterward became 
an episcopal clergyman at New London. That son, Samuel Seabury, was bom 
at New London, in 1728 ; was graduated at Yale College, in 1761, and was or- 
dained a priest, in London, England, in 1753. He had previously commenced a 
course of medical study, in Scotland, but circumstances caused him to choose 
the ministry as a profession, and he studied theology, in London. On his return 
to America, he was settled in the ministry at New Brunswick, New Jersey, for 
a Uttle while, and then he comphed with a call to Jamaica, Long Island, where 
he remained from 1757 until the dose of 1766. From Jamaica he went to West 
Chester, in Westchester county. New York, and there he was settled when the 
war of the Revolution broke out Like many of his clerical brethren, he adhered 
to the crown ; and in consequence of his signing a protest against the measures 
of the Whigs, he became very obnoxious to the republican party. 

In the Autumn of 1775, a party of horsemen, led by Isaac Sears, of New 
York, came from Connecticut, entered the city at nooii-day, destroyed the prints 
ing-press of James Rivington (the editor of the Royal Gazette), carried off his 
types, to the tune of Yankee Doodle, and made bullets of them. On their way 
back to Connecticut, they seized Mr. Seabury, conveyed him to New Haven, 
kept him a prisoner there, for some time, and then paroled him to Long Island. 
He had kept a school at West Chester, for some time. That was broken up, and 
his church was converted into a hospital Finding no peace within the limits 
of his parole, he fled to the arms of the British in New York, after they had 
taken possession of that city in the Autumn of 1776. He served as a chaplain 
to Colonel Fanning's corps of Loyalists, toward the close of the Revolution, and 
when peace came, he returned to his native town. In 1784, at the request of 
his clerical and lay brethren in the East, Mr. Seabury went to London, to seek 
episcopal consecration. Some difficulties prevented the accomplishment of his 
wishes, and he went to Scotland, where, on the 4th of November, of that je^r, 
he was consecrated a Bishop, by three non-juring prelates of the Scottish Church. ' 
He presided over the diocese of Connecticut and Rhode Island, with great dig- 

1. Those who r^rarded the deposition of James the Second, in 1688, as illegal, and refoaed to iiraar 
nllegiance to the new sorereigns, William and Mary, his snccessors. Among these were seyeral Sootdi 
Bishops, who were deprived of their sees, in 1690. The Scotch Bpiscopal Chuieh has always difltevd 
from tnat of England, in ecclesiastical matters, and its ministers have been caU«d con4aror8, eTea n fff 
now. 
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nity and energy, for about twelve years, when he was called to give an account 
of his stewarSship to his heavenly Master. He was buried at New London, 
where he expired, and over his grave is a plain, elevated slab, upon which it is 
recorded that he died on the 25th of February, 1798, in the sixty-eighth year 
of his age. The piety and benevolence of Bishop Seabury endeared him to all, 
oi whatever name or creed, for he was a true Christian. 



THOMAS NELSON, JR. 

SELF-SACRIFICING patriotism was frequently exhibited during the revolu- 
tionary struggle, and oftentimes private property was cheerfully given for 
the public good. Everywhere, personal ease and family endearments were 
abandoned for the hardships of public life. Thomas Nelson, jr., of Yorktown, 
Virginia, was of that class of patriots. He was bom at Yorktown, on the 26th 
of December, 1738. According to the common practice among the wealthy, in 
Virginia, at that time, he was sent to England to be educated, where he remained 
untU 1761, when he returned home. He watched the progress of difficulties 
between Great Britain and her colonies with lively interest, and his sympathies 
were always with the latter. He first appeared in public life, in 1774, when he 
was elected a member of the House of Burgesses, of Virginia, and he was one 
of eighty-nine members of that assembly who, when dissolved by the royal 
governor (Dunmore), met at the Raleigh tavern, organized, and appointed dele- 
gates to the first Continental Congress. He was a member of a provincial con- 
vention held in the Spring of 1776, in which Patrick Henry uttered those sublime 
words, " Give me liberty or give me death I" and was one of the boldest patriots 
therein. He there first proposed the organization of the militia of the colony, 
for the defence of its Hberties, and he was appointed to the command of a regi- 
ment after such organization was effected. He was elected to a seat in ti^e 
Continental Congress, in 1775, and the following year he signed the Declaration 
of Independence. In J. 7 7 7, severe and protracted illness compelled him to resign 
his seat and return home. By activity in military life, for awhile, Mr. Nelson's 
health was improved, and he was again elected a delegate to Congress, in 1779. 
But ill health compelled him to resign in April following. "When British dep- 
redators by land and sea menaced that portion of the country, General Nelson, 
at the head of the militia of Lower Virginia, was active in its defence. In 1781, 
he succeeded Jefferson, as governor of the State ; and in both civil and military 
capacities, he was exceedingly active and efficient. He even pledged his private 
fortune as security for the State, in order to raise funds to keep the militia in the 
field ; and the combined French and American armies found him a powerful 
auxiliary in the siege of Yorktown, in the Autumn of 1781. During that siege, 
his own fine mansion, situated within the enemy's lines, was occupied by British 
officers. He observed that in the storm of balls which the besiegers were pom*- 
ing upon the town and the British works, his own house was spared. He begged 
the cannoniers not to regard his property with favor, and actually directed a 
piece himself, so that the balls would fall upon his mansion. It had the effect 
to drive the officers from that strong retreat, and no doubt hastened the sur- 
render of Comwallis. A month after the surrender, Greneral Nelson heeded the 
warnings of declining health, and retired to private life. The remainder of his 
days were spent in quiet, alternately at his mansion in Yorktown, and upon his 
estate at Offiey. He died at the former place on the 4th of January, 1789, in 
the fifty-third year of his age. 
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MASON L. WEEMS. 

IT is a singular fact that Dr. Weems, the earliest biographer of Washington 
and Marion, a man extensively known in the world of letters, and who oc- 
cupied a large place in the public attention, while he liyed, should be almost 
without a record in his country's annals. I have never met with a notice of the 
time and place of his birth. He received a good plain education, studied the 
science of medicine, as a life avocation, but became a preacher of the Grospel, in 
communion with the Protestant Episcopal Church, in Virginia* He officiated, 
for awhile, in Pohick church, a few miles from Mount Vernon, of which Wash- 
ington was vestryman previous to the Revolution, and who was also one of 
Weems' parishioners afterward. Mr. Weems was a man of very considerable 
attainments as a scholar, physician, and divine; and his philanthropy and be- 
nevolence were unbounded. He used wit and humor freely; and his eooentric- 
ities and sometimes singular conduct, lessened the esteem of people for his 
character as a clergyman. He wrote lives of Washington, Penn, Franklin, and 
Marion, when an increasing family, and the operations of benevolence, made 
heavy drafts upon his income. He also became an agent for the sale of a 
quarto Bible, published by the eminent Mathew Carey, of Philadelphia, at the 
commencement of the present century, in which business he was wonderfully suc- 
cessful. He always preached, when invited, during his travels, and harangued 
people at public gatherings at courts and fairs, where he offered his Bibles, and 
other good books, for sale. His fund of anecdote was inezhaostible; and after 
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giving a promiscuous audience the highest entertainment of fun, he found them 
in good mood to purchase his books. In his vocation, he accomplished a vast 
amount of good ; and a large &inily and numerous friends lamented his death 
with the most earnest grief. He died at Beaufort, South Carolina, on the 23d 
of May, 1825, at an advanced age. 



PHINEAS LYMAN. 

ASSURANCE, supported by titled influence, often wears an epaulette and a 
star, while true merit is rewarded with Mnt praise and an honorable scar. 
Such a lesson of life did experience teach Phiueas Lyman, a brave officer of 
provincial troops, during the French and Indian war. He was bom in Durham, 
Connecticut, in the year 1716. He was one of the Berkeley an scholars in Yale,* 
and received his first degree in 1738. The following year he was appointed a 
tutor in that institution, in which avocation he was engaged for three years, at 
the same time he wa8 studymg the theory of law. He commenced its practice 
at Suffield, in 1743, and he soon arose to the front rank at the bar of Hampshire 
county. He was elected a member of the Colonial Assembly, in 1750, and in 
1753, was chosen to a seat in the council. At the age of thirty-nine years, be 
was appointed major-general of the Connecticut forces, and took the field in the 
Spring of 1755. He concentrated between five and six thousand troops on the 
upper waters of the Hudson, built Fort Edward, and there awaited the arrival of 
his commander-in-chief, Greneral William Johnson, who was to lead the provin- 
cials against the F'^uch on Lake Champlain. The fortress was first called Fort 
Lyman, in honor of the Connecticut general, but its name was changed in defer- 
ence to a scion of royalty. In the severe battle with the French and Indians, 
near the head of Lake George, in September of that year, General Lyman bore 
the most conspicuous part, and yet Johnson, jealous of his merits, withheld 
praise. Through the agency of titled friends at court, Johnson received the 
patent of a baronet, and twenty thousand dollars to support its dignity, as a 
reward for a victory won chiefly through the skill and bravery of General Ly- 
man. The patriotic hero did not allow personal considerations to stand in the 
way of public duty, and he served with distinction during the whole war. He 
was the commander of the expedition which captured Havana, in 1762; and 
after the peace in 1763, he went to England, as agent of a company called The 
MiUiary Adventurers — soldiers of the war — who asked for an appropriation of 
land for a colony in the Mississippi and Yazoo country. The same company had 
purchased an extensive tract of land on the Susquehannah, and General Lyman 
was intrusted with the management of matters connected with that purchase. 
Deluded month after month by idle promises from the changing ministry, in 
England, he at length came back, after wastinj? eleven years abroad, and almost 
losing his mind. He returned in 1774, and at about that time, a tract of land 
havmg been granted, in the Mississippi and Yazoo country, he went thither, 
with his eldest son. Both died in "West Florida," in 1775, and the following 
year, his wife and all her family, except her second son, went thither. She 
soon died ; and a few years afterward, difficulties with the Spaniards caused the 
whole company of settlers, near Natchez, to fly for their safety across the country, 
a thousand miles, to Savannah. The history of General Lyman's femily is a 
melancholy one. He died at the age of fifty-nine years, a victim of ingratitude 
and injustice. 

1. From Btahop Berk«l«7, who wiu a pfttrou of Yal« College. He endowed a profeuonhip knows m 
the Berkeleyan. 
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JOHN MANLEY. 

rB naval operations of the United States during the Revolution were &r 
more extensive and important than is generally supposed, especially in the 
privateer department. It is asserted, by good authority, that the number of 
vessels captured by American cruisers, during the war, was eight hundred and 
three; and that the value of merchandise obtained, amounted to over eleven 
millions of dollars. Among the earlier and most intrepid of the naval com- 
manders of that period, was John Manley, who received his commission fix>m 
Washington, at Cambridge, on the 24th of October, 1775,* and was put in com- 
mand of the schooner Lee, with instructions to cruise in Massachusetts Bay. 
He made a great many captures, and his services became the theme of eulogimn 
throughout the whole country. Among his prizes was an ordnance brig, which 
contained heavy guns, mortars, and intrenching tools, of great value to Qie army 
then besieging the British, in Boston. When Congress organized a navy, the 
services of Captain Manley were appreciated, and he was raised to the command 
of the Hdricock, thirty-two guns. He cruised with success, but on the desertion 
of a colleague, while engaged with the Raitiow (afterward the flag-ship of 
Admiral Collier, in the Autumn of 1777, when on our coast with a small fleet), 
he was made a prisoner, on the 8th of July, 1777. Manley suffered a long and 
rigorous confinement in the Rainbow^ and at Halifex, and his services were lost 
to the country for almost the entire remainder of the war. He was released in 
1782, and the frigate, Hague, was placed under his command. While cruising 
in the West Indies, he was chased by a British seventy-four, and driven on a 
sand bank. Three other ships of the line attacked him, but after sustaining their 
heavy fire for four days, he got his vessel off", hoisted the continental flag, fired 
thirteen guns as a parting sSute, and escaped. On his return to Boston, he was 
tried on some charges made against him by one of his officers, and his reputation 
was under a partial cloud, for a time. He died in Boston on the 12th of Feb- 
ruary, 1793, at the age of fifty-nine years, and was buried with military honoia 



GILBERT CHARLES STUART. 

IN the beautiful region of Rhode Island, at a place called Narraganset, the 
handsome wife of a Scotch snuff-maker gave birth to a son, who became the 
most distinguished portrait-painter in America. His father's name was Stuart, 
and his loyalty to the young claimant of the English throne,^ made him ad I 
Charles to the name of Gilbert, given to his boy. Gilbert Charles Stuart was 
born in 1754, and at a very early age manifested great energy of character and 
a decided talent for art. At the age of thirteen years he practised drawing 
likenesses with black-lead pencil, and at the age of eighteen he commenced a 
course of instruction, in painting, under an amateur artist, named Alexander. 
He was pleased with the lad, took him with him on a tour in the Southern States, 

1. Washington caused «1x vessels to be fitted out for the purpose of cruising on the New Enfind 
coast. These were very efHcient. They made many prizes, from which the American army, early i» 
1776, was quite well supplied with cannon, mortars, balls, ammunition, and stores. The siege of BestM 
and expulsion of the British therefrom, could not have been accomplished without those supplies tnm 
captured British vessels. Toward the close of 1775, the Continental Congress adopted measures fflr 
ommising and employing a navy. 

1 Charles Edward Stuart, a grandson of .Tnmen the Second, who was driven from the throne In W^ 
His son made an effort to gain the throne of his father, in 1716. The effiurts of hia ccaadMn were f# 
forth in 1746, but after the great battle at Cnlloden, he became a ftigitive. 
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and finally invited him to go to Scotland with him. Mr. Alexander died soon 
after his arrival at Edinburgh, and left his pupil in the care of Sir Greorge Cham« 
bers. He, too, died, and yoimg Stuart returned to Newport, as a competent 
portrait-painter. The late Dr. Benjamin "Waterhouse was Stuart's intimate friend, 
through life; and in the Winter of 11T3-'4, they practiced the drawing of the 
human figure from life, by procuring a muscular blacksmith for a model. This 
was the first "Life School of Design," in America, and Stuart and his friend 
Waterhouse were the only students. 

The troubles of the Revolution affected Stuart's business, and in the Autumn 
of 1776, he went to England. Being a skilful musician, as well as painter, 
Stuart gained a subsistence by practicing both arts.* His friend Waterhouse 
was then in London, perfecting his medical studies, and he procured Stuart 
some sitters, but his eccentric habits were a continual bar to permanent pros- 
perity. After two years' residence there, he became acquainted with West, and 
found in him a friend and benefactor. In the studio of that great artist he be- 
came an industrious pupil, and there he first became acquainted with TrumbuU. 
In 1781, he set up an easel for himself, had continual and highly-remunerative 
employment, and might have become the successor of Reynolds, as the first 
portrait-painter in Great Britain, had not mtemperate habits, which were increasing 

1. While in extreme poverty, in London, Stuart was attracted by the sound of an organ in an open 
church. He went in, ascertained that several persons were exhibiting their skill as candidates for or-* 
pmiat, and boldly asked permission to enter the lists. It was granted, and tlw young stranger mm 
chotan at a salary quite rafBdent to meet his wants. 
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in proportion to his prosperity, thwarted the aspirations of his genius. He went 
to Dublin, where he was courted for his wit and conviviality, and finally re- 
turned to America, in 1793. His fame had preceded him, and his studio in New 
York was thronged with sitters and admirers. Filled with an ardent desire to 
paint a portrait of Washington, he visited Philadelphia, and there he produced 
that great picture of the Patriot, which is regarded as the perfect model for all 
correct likenesses of the revered Father of his Country. Stuart was so pleased 
with Pennsylvania, while residing in Philadelphia and at Grermantown, that he 
contemplated purchasing a farm at Pottsgrove, and making that his permanent 
residence. His irregular habits, as usual, interfered with his plans, and we find 
him in Washington City, after the removal of the seat of government thither. 
In 1805, he settled in Boston, where he continued in the practice of his pro- 
fession, until his death, which occurred in July, 1828, at the age of seventy-four 
years. The original portrait of Washington, from his pencil, is the property of 
the Boston Athenaeum. His last work is a head of John Quincy Adams, in- 
tended for a full-length portrait of that statesman. 



WILLIAM TENNENT. 

MEN sometimes become moro distmguished by their connection with remark- 
able circumstances, than for any achievements of their own, and their real 
fine gold of character is lost in the gUtter of extraneous events. At this day, 
that powerful preacher and indefatigable servant of Christ, William Tennent, is 
better known to the world "as a man who lay in a trance," than as a laborer 
for the good of his feUow-men. He was born in Ireland, on the 3d of June, 
It 05, and came to America when in the fourteenth year of his age. Under the 
care of his brother, Gilbert, he studied theology so ardently, at New Brunswick, 
in New Jersey, that his health gave way, his body became emaciated, and one 
morning, while conversing with his brother, in Latin, on the state of his soul, 
he fainted, and seemed to expire. He was prepared for burial, and the funeral 
procession was about to move, when his physician, who had been absent, re- 
turned, and thought he discovered indications of lingering life. But his body 
was cold and stiflF, and his brother insisted upon his burial. The funeral, how- 
ever, was postponed for awhile, and just as they were about to start again for 
the grave, Mr. Tennent opened his eyes, gave a groan, and again appeared life- 
less. He revived, slowly recovered, but for a long time he was totally ignorant 
of every past transaction of his life. Suddenly his faculties began to resume 
their functions, and in 1*733, he was ordained a minister of the church at Free- 
hold, New Jersey. That church, and the house in which he lived, are yet 
[1854] standing. He never forgot the scenes of that cataleptic state in which 
he lay when his friends thought him dead. He seemed to have been wafted to 
a region of ineffable glory, where he heard things unutterable. He was accom- 
panied by a heavenly conductor, and on asking permission to join the hi^ppy 
throng of beings before him, the guide tapped him upon the shoulder, and fnid, 
^' You must return to earth." That was the moment when he opened his eyes, 
and saw his brother disputing with the doctor. Although he had been inaen' 
Bible for three days, the time did not seem to him more than twenty minutea 
After a life of great usefiilness as pastor of the flock at Freehold, for forty-three 
years, the storm of the Revolution disturbed him, and with his fiunily, he went 
to reside with his son, in South Carolina. On his journey firom Charleston to 
the interior, when about fifty miles from the sea-board, he sickened and died. 
Elias Boudinot was his executor, but he could never discover any traoe otText- 
nent's papers. Hia death occurred on the 8th of Miffch, 1777. 
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JOEL BARLOW. 

F Barlow, the youngest of the triad of American poets during the straggle 
for independence,^ it might have frequently been said, 



" The Minstrel Boy to the war ha* gone, 
In the ranks of death yon '11 find him," 



for during his vacations at Yale College, he would shoulder his musket, offer 
himself as a volunteer, at the nearest camp, and fight bravely when opportunity 
occurred. Joel Barlow was the youngest of the ten children of a respectable 
farmer, and was bom at Reading, in Connecticut, in the year 1754. He was 
graduated at Yale, in 1778, when he bore a slight scar, received in the battle 
at White Plains two years before. Pour of his brothers were in the Continental 
army, and his whole being was thoroughly imbued with republicaa principles. 
He married a sister of Abraham Baldwin, a distinguished statesman of Connec- 
ticut, and in 1783, he settled at Westford, and commenced the publication of a 
paper, called The Mercury. Although, at the close of his collegiate course, he 
had studied theology six weeks, and was licensed to preach, he preferred the 
profession of the law; and in 1785, he was regularly aximitteicl to the bar, as a 
jM^ctitioner. His poetic talents ware now widely known and appreciated; and 
that same year, at the request of several congregational ministers, he prepared 
and published a revised edition of "Watts' poetic version of the Psahns,* and 
added to them a collection of hymns, several of them from his own pen. In 178Y, 
he published his most ambitious poem hitherto attempted, entitled, " Vision of 
GoluTnbtts,^^ which was dedicated to Louis the Sixteenth of France, and was re- 
published in London and Paris, with applause from the critics. With Trumbull, 
Humphreys, D wight, and others, he published a satirical poem, called T?ie An- 
archiad. Others soon followed; when, becoming enamored with the principles 
of the French Revolution, he went to Paris, was honored by the gift of citizen- 
ship, made France his home for many years, and by successful commercial pur- 
suits, he amassed a large fortune. During the worst of the Revolution (whose 
horrid scenes disgusted him), he travelled over portions of the Contment, and in 
Piedmont he wrote his celebrated poem, called Hasty Pudding. On his return 
to Paris, in 1795, Washington appointed him consul at Algiers, with power to 
negotiate a treaty with that government, and those of Tunis and Tripoli. After 
an absence of seventeen years, he returned to America, with his fortune, and 
built an elegant mansion on the east branch of the Potomac, near Washington city, 
which he jftfcerward called " Kalorama" He enlarged his original " Vision of 
Columlms" and in 1807, it was published under the title of T?ie Gohmibiad^ in a 
splendid quarto volume, richly illustrated, and inscribed to his friend, Robert 
Fulton. Li 1 8 1 1, he commenced the preparation of a History of ifie United States^ 
when President Madison appointed him minister plenipotentiary to the French 
government The following year, the Duke of Bassano invited him to a con- 
ference with Napoleon, at Wilna, in Poland. The call was. urgent, and he 
travelled thither, night and day, without rest. The fatigue and exposure brought 
on a disease of the lungs, which terminated his life at Zamowica, near Cracow, 
on the 4th of December, 1812, wheninthesixty-eighthyear of his age. 

1. John Tnunhull, David Hnmphreys, and Joel Barlow. 

8. On one occasion Mr. Barlow met Oliver Arnold, a cousin of the traitor, in a book-store in New 
Haven, and asked htm for a specimen of bis talent for making extempore rhymes. Oliver at once said, 
i» allanon to Barlow's version of the Psalms : 



" Ton 've proved yourself a sinful cre'tnT ; 
Ton 've murdered Watts and spoiled the meter ; 
Ton 've tried the word of Ood to alter, 
And for your pains deserve a baiter.'* 
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SAMUEL BARD. 

rB medical profession in the United States has included many of our noblest 
citizens, distinguished alike for their patriotism, learning, and benevolence. 
Samuel Bard, who adorned the profession by the exercise of all these qualities, 
was the son of an eminent physician, in Philadelphia, where he was bom on 
the Ist of April, 1142. His early moral and intellectual training was thorough, 
and the associations of his chUdliood cuid youth were favorable to the develop- 
ment of his genius. While residing a short time in the family of Doctor Cad- 
wallader Golden, he acquired a taste for botany, under the teachings of an ac- 
complished daughter of that gentleman. A genius for drawing and painting 
enabled him to make beautifiS copies of plants, some of which are yet in his 
family. He was graduated at Columbia College, in 1161, and the same year he 
went to Europe, to obtain a thorough medical education. He was absent in 
France, England, and Scotland, five years ; and such was his skiU in botany, 
that he obtained the annual medal given by Professor Hope, at Edinburgh, for 
the be^ collection of plants, in 1165. He there received his d^ree, returned 
home, entered into partnership with his father, and in 1168, married his becuiti- 
ful cousin, Mary Bard. He made New York his residence the same year, and 
there he formed and executed the plan of founding the Medical School of New 
York, where degrees were conferred in 1769. He delivered a course of chemical 
lectures in 1114, but the breaking out of the Revolution deranged all his plans 
for the improvement of his professioa His father was then residing at Hyde 
Park, in Dutchess county. New York, and thither he took his &mily, for safety. 
By special permission of the British commander, he went to New York, in 1117, 
and engaged anew in his business. But his old friends, who were chiefly Whigs, 
had all fied, and he did not obtain practice sufficient to pay his expenses. He 
returned to the country, and remained there until the British evacuated the dty 
in the Autumn of 1183, when he again resumed his practice there. He did not 
remain long. Four of his children died by prevailing scarlatina, and at the same 
time the health of his wife began to fail He withdrew from business to attend 
upon her; and at her recovery, in 1184, he again commenced the practice of his 
profession, in New York. He was very successful, and with his own means, he 
liquidated all the debts of his father, which misfortune had burdened him with. 
Having acquired a competency, he resolved to retire from active business, and 
for that purpose he formed a partnership with the late Dr. David Hosack, on the 
1st of January, 1196. This connection continued four years, when Dr. Bard 
withdrew wholly from the practice of his profession, and left the extensive busi- 
ness in the hands of his skiHul young partner. At his beautiful seat, near the 
residence of his father at Hyde Park, he sat down in the retirement of private 
life ; but when, three years afterward, the yellow fever appeared in New York, 
he yielded to the calls of duty, and was "the beloved phjrsician " of the rich and 
poor during that trying time. He finally took the disease himself, but the care- 
ful nursing of his wife, and his own skilful prescriptions, carried him safely 
through. Then again he left the field of active duty as a physician, never to 
return to it. In 1813, he was elected president of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, of New York, and held that office until hi's death, which occurred on 
the 24th of March, 1821, at the age of seventy-nine years. His disease was 
pleurisy. He and his wife had often expressed a desire to both die at the same 
time. The privilege was vouchsafed to them. The fidthful wife died the day 
preceding the death of her husband, of the same disease, and they were buried 
in one grave. 
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MARTHA WASHINGTON. 

TtHB reflected glory of Washington's character gave distinction to all who were 
X connected with him by domestic ties or the bonds of consanguinity. There 
were many matrons of his day, equally noble and virtuous as she who bore him, 
yet "Mary, the mother of Washington," appears the most illustrious of them all. 
Beauty, accomplishments and noble worth belonged to Martha Dandridge as a 
maiden, and Martha Custis as a wife and mother, but her crowning glory in the 
world's esteem is the feet that she was the bosom companion of the Father of 
his Country. Martha Dandridge was bom in New Kent county, Virginia, in 
May, 1732, about three months later than her illustrious husband. In 1749, 
she married Daniel Parke Custis, of New Kent, one of the wealthiest planters 
of Eastern Virginia, and settled, with her husband, on the banks of the Pamun- 
key river, where she bore four children. Her husband died when she was about 
twenty-five years of age, leaving her with two surviving children and a large 
fortune in lands and money.* She became acquainted with Colonel Washington, 
in 1758, when his greatness was fast unfolding; and on the 6th of January, 
1759, they were married. By the bequest of his half-brother, Lawrence Wash- 
ington, he owned the beautiful estate of Mount Vernon, on the Potomac, and 

I. He left ber thirty thoasand pounds •terlins (aboat $148,000) in certificates of deposiu in the Bank nf Eneland. 
These were in an iron chest, in tlie possession of her only surviTing grand-child, George Washington Parke Custis, 
Esq., of ArliBfton House, Virginia, nnUl the beginning of the laU Crvil War. 
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there they made their home during the remainder of their liveb. Occasionallj, 
during the War for Independence, Mrs. Washington visited her husband in 
camp, and shared his honors, his anxieties, and his hopes. Ahnost at the very 
hour of his great victory at Yorktown, her only son, who was Washington's aid, 
expired a few miles distant from the scene of carnage ; and with the shout of 
triumph, that filled his mother's heart with joy, came a stem messenger with 
tidings that poured it full of woe.* 

While her husband was President of the United States, Mrs. Washington 
presided with dignity over the executive ihansion, both in New York and Phil- 
adelphia ; but the quiet of domestic life had more charms for her than the pomp 
of place, and she rejoiced greatly when both sat down again, at Mount Vernon, 
to enjoy the repose which declining age coveted. But that pleasant dream of 
life soon vanished, for her companion was taken away by death a little more 
than two years afterward. When she was certified of the departure of his spirit, 
she said, " 'Tis well; all is now over; I shall soon follow him; I have no more 
trials to pass through." In less than thirty months afterward the stricken widow 
was laid in the tomb, at the age of almost seventy-one years. In marble sar- 
oophigi their remains now lie together, at Mount Vernon — ^that Mecca of many- 
pilgrims. 



JOSHUA BARNEY. 

SEVERAL of the naval commanders who won glory for themselves and coun- 
try during the war with England in 1812-15, commenced their nautical 
career, and learned their earliest nautical lessons, during the War of the Revo- 
lution. In that earlier naval school, Joshua Bafney was educated for his pro- 
fession. He was born in the city of Baltimore, on the 6th of July, 1*759. Ho 
made several sea voyages while yet a lad, and at the beginning of the War for 
Independence, he entered the sloop, Hornet^ as master's mate, and accompsmied 
the fleet of Commodore Hopkins to the West India seas, in 1775. Ho was at 
the capture of New Providence, 2 and for his bravery there was promoted to a 
lieutenantcy. After being made prisoner and released three different times, ho 
assisted in conquering a valuable prize, in the Autumn of 1779, which was taken 
into Philadelphia. The following year he married the daughter of alderman Bed- 
ford of that city, spent the honey-moon with his bride, and then repaired to Bal- 
timore to resume his naval duties. He was soon afterward made a prisoner, 
and sent to England, where he escaped from a cruel confinement and returned 
to America. In 1782, he was placed in command of the Hyder AUy, of sixteen 
guns, belonging to the State of Pennsylvania. In AprU, of that year, ho cap- 
tured the British ship, Greneral Monk, after an action of twenty-six minutes. 
This vessel was bought by the United States, and in September, it sailed for 
France, with Barney as commander, who bore dispatches for Dr. Franklin, at 
Paris. In that vessel he brought back the French loan to the United States in 
chests of gold and barrels of sOver. Peace soon came, and he left the service, 
for awhile. 

1. Mr. Custis died at Eltham, about thirty-five miles from Yorktown, from the effects of camp tern. 
WashinRton hastened thither as soon as public affairs at camp would allow him. Mrs. Washington and 
Dr. Gralk were already there. The latter informed the chief, that his beloved step-son had Just ex- 
pired, on his arrival. He wept like a child ; and when ho recovered himself, he said to the wec^dnf 
mother, " I adopt his two younger children as my own, f^om this hour." These were the present ^t>- 
prietor of Arlington House, and the late Eleanor Parke Custis, wife of Major Lawrence Lewis, the 
favorite nrahew of Washington. 

2. One of the Bahama Isunds. They took possession of the town now called Nassau, and made the 
governor nrisoner. He was afterward exobanfed for Lord Stirling, who itm made vtiaomt fit tlM batUt 
near Brocddin, at the cloM of Augnit, 1778. 
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In 1796, Captain Barney went to France, with Mr. Monroe, as the bearer of 
the American flag to the National Convention. He there accepted an invitation 
to take command of a French squadron, but resigned his commission in 1800, 
and returned to America. Commodore Barney was among the most efficient 
commanders in service, when the United States declared war against England, 
in 1812 ; and the following year, he had charge of a flotilla in the Chesapeake 
Bay for the protection of the coast. When the British invaded Maryland, and 
pressed forward toward Washington city, near the close of the Summer of 1814, 
Barney abandoned his flotilla, and with his marines, engaged in a battle with 
the enemy at Bladensburg, where he was wounded in the thigh by a musket ball, 
which was never extracted. In May, 1816, he was sent on a mission to Europe, 
and on his return in the ensuing Autumn, he retired to private life, after having 
been in service forty-one years, and fought twenty-six battles and one duel. He 
visited Kentucky, in 1817, and started to emigrate thither the following year. 
When about to embark on the Ohio, at Pittsburg he was taken ill, and died 
there on the 1st of December, 1818, at the age of fifty-nine years. 



JOHN BARRY. 

"T^HB first commodore in the American Navy," was not the brave John Barry, 
-I as is generally asserted. Yet he was in active service as commander, 
about as early as Esek Hopkins, to whom that honor, conferred by Congress, 
properly belongs. Barry was a native of Wexford, in Ireland, where he waa 
bom in 1745. He was educated for the sea, and at the age of fifteen years he 
came to America, and was employed as commander in the merchant service, 
until the Revolution commenced. When, in February, 1770, Commodore Hop- 
kins sailed with a small squadron against the fleet of I)unmoro, then committing 
depredations on the Virginia coast, Barry left the Delaware, in the Lexington, or 
sixteen guns, to dear the Virginia waters of the numerous small cruisers of the 
enemy which infested them. Ho performed that service well; and prior to the 
promulgation of the Declaration of Independence, he was promoted to the frigate, 
Effingham. Circumstances prevented his departure in that vessel from the Del- 
aware, and at the head of a volunteer company, under the command of General 
Cadwalader, he assisted in somo of the operations which resulted in the capture 
of the Hessians at Trenton, near the close of 1776. Ho was with the army 
during the succeeding Winter;, and when, the next Autumn, the British took 
possession of Philadelphia, he went up the Delaware with the Effingham, and 
endeavored to save her, at the same tune indignantly refusing an offered bribe 
to employ her in the king's service. He greatly annoyed the British shipping 
in the Delaware, by secret night enterprises in small boats. In September, 1778, 
his sphere of usefulness was enlarged by being appointed to the command of the 
RaUigJif of thirty-two guns, in which he sailed from Boston. He fell in with a 
Briti^ fleet, and after a severe action of many hours, he was compelled to run 
his vessel aahore, upon a barren island. He had terribly handled his antagonists, 
and but for the treachery of one of his men, he would have burned the Raleigh, 
and deprived the enemy of all advantage. A court-martial honorably acquitted 
him of all blame. 

Early in 1781, Captain Biarry took command of the frigate AUiance, and in 
that vessel he conveyed to L'Orient, Colonel John Laurens, a special ambassador 
to the court of Prance. In May he had an engagement with two English ves- 
sels, in which he was severely wounded. He was victorious, and his anta^- 

6 
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oniflts became prizes. In the Autumn, Captain Barry conveyed La Fayette and 
Count Noailles to France, in the Alliance, and then he cruised successfully among 
the West India islands, until March, 1782, when he encountered a British 
squadron. His skill, coolness, and bravery, were eminently displayed in that 
engagement. He fought chiefly in defence of the American sloop-of-war, Luzerne, 
which was conveying a large amount of specie. It was saved, and contributed 
to found the Bank of North America,* the first institution of the kind in the 
United States. After the dose of the war. Captain Barry continued in the ser- 
vice, and he was efficient in protecting our commerce from the depredations of 
French vessels, when war between France and the United States commenced 
on the ocean, in 1191, Captain Barry died at Philadelphia, on the 13th of 
September, 1803, at the age of fifty-eight years. 



RICHARr> GRIDLEY. 

TTERY few Americans directed their attention to military engineering, previom 
T to the Revolution, and therefore those French engineers who profiered 
their services to the Continental Congress, were eagerly accepted and commis- 
sioned. At the opening of the war, near Boston, in 17 76, Richard Gridley was 
the only efficient American engineer in the army. He was a native of Boston, 
where he was bom in 1711. His brother, Jeremy, was the able attorney-general 
of Massachusetts, who defended the Writs of Assistance,^ and other government 
measures, against the patriotic attacks of James Otis, and his compatriots. We 
have no record of the early life of Richard. His first appearance before posterity 
was as an engineer in the provincial army, sent to capture the strong fortress 
of Louisburg, on Cape Breton, in 1745. After that event, he entered the reg- 
ular army, and in 1755, he was lieutenant-colonel of infantiy, and chief engineer. 
He accompanied General Winslow, in that capacity, to Albany, in the Summer 
of 1756, preparatory to an expedition against Crown Point, on Lake Champlain. 
He proceeded to erect fortifications at the head of Lake George. The expedi- 
tion fiuled, through the tardiness of Lord Loudon. In 1758, Colonel Gridley 
served under General Amherst, and was with Wolfe, at Quebec When the 
War for Independence began at Lexington and Concord, the patriotism and 
skill of Colonel Gridley caused his appointment of chief engineer of the army 
that soon gathered around Boston ; and under his directions, all the fortifications 
erected during the Summer of 1775, and Winter of 1776, in that vicinity, were 
constructed. Up to that time he had received the half-pay of a British officer, 
and possessed Magdalen Island as a gift for his services under Wolfe. He was 
wounded in the battle on Breed's [" Bunker's "] Hill, yet not so as to disable 
hiuL In September, 1775, Congress gave him the commission of a mi\jor- 
general, and made him commander-in-chief of the Continental artillery, to which 
office Ci>lonel Henry Knox succeeded in November following. After the British 
left Boston, in March, 1776, General Gridley was engaged in throwing up for- 
tifications at several points about the Harbor. He died at Stoughton, Massa- 
chusetts, on the 21st of June, 1796, in the eighty-fifth year of his age. 



1. See sketch of Robert Morris. 

2. aeneral search-warrants, which allowed the officers of the Ung to break open any cltben's abat «r 
dwelling to search for contraband merchandise. It opened a way to many abaaes, and ttie peepte 
Tiolently opposed the measure. This was among the first of those government mearares whieh drov* 
the Amerieans into rebellion. 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

THE only material memorials of the author of the Declaration of Independence, 
in our country, are a dOapidated granite obelisk over his neglected grave 
at Monticello;* a bronze statue in front of the President's House at Washington 
city, erected hy private munificence ; a fine statue upon a monument to Wash- 
ington, erected by the State of Virginia, at Richmond, and a few busts. The 
nation has quarried no stone for his monument, nor is it requisite. The Dec- 
laration OP Independence, written on parchment, and preserved in the mem- 
ory of generations, is a nobler monument than can be wrought from brass or 
marble. 

Thomas Jefferson was bom at Shadwell, Albemarle county, Virginia, on the 
13th of April, 1T43. He was of Welsh descent. When his father died, his 
mother was left with Thomas and another son, and six little daughters. They 



1. It is within an enclosed family bniial-frronnd, Just in the edge of the forest which coTers the western 
portion of Moctlcello. Visitors, with Vandal hand, have 8o broken off pieces of the obelisk, to carry 
awfty with them, that it now presents a sad appearance. To preserve the marble tablet, on which is the 
following inscription, written by Jefferson himself, the present [1856] proprietor has removed it to his 



* Here lies bnried, Thokas Jefubrboit, Author of the Declaration of American Independence ; of 
ttM Statate of Virginift for Religious Freedom ; and Father of tbe University of Virginia." 
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were blessed with a handsome estate, and that portion of it called Monticello 
(httle moontain), near the then hiunlet of Charlottesville, fell to Thomas when 
he reached his majority. He was a student in William and Mary CoU^e, at 
Williamsburg, about two years, and then conmienced the study of law with 
George Wythe, afterward Chancellor of Virginia. While yet a student, in 1Y65, 
he heard Patrick Henry's fiunous speech against the Stamp Act, and it lighted 
a flame of patriotism in young Jefferson's soul that burned brighter and brighter^ 
until the hour of fearless action arrived. In 1767, he commenced the practice 
of law; and in 1769, he first appeared in public life as a member of the Virginia 
Assembly. He was one of the most active workers in that body, until called to 
more influential duties as member of the Continental Congress, in 1775. He 
was always remarkable for his ready pen ; and as a member of the committee 
of correspondence, and by pamphlets and newspaper paragraphs, from 1773, 
until the culmination of pubUc sentiment in the Dedaration of Independence, he 
labored intensely and potentially.^ When Hichard Henry Lee's resolution in 
favor of independence was under consideration, early in the Summer of 1776, 
and a committee of five were appointed to prepare a preamble in the form of a 
Declaration, Mr. Jefierson, the youngest of the committee, was chosen to make 
the draft, chiefly because of his fkcile use of the pen in elegant and appropriate 
expressions of sentiment At his lodgings, in the house of Mrs. Clymer, in Phil- 
adelphia, that &mous document was written, and aftier some modifications, it 
was adopted on the 4th of July, 1776. The author's name is appended to it, 
with fifty-five others. Soon afterward, Mr. Jefierson resigned his seat in Con- 
gress, and became a leading actor in the civil events of the Revolution in Vir 
ginia, from that time until the peace in 1783. He assisted in revising the la,wB 
of Virginia; and in June, 1779, he was elected governor of the State, as suc- 
cessor of Patrick Henry. From about the beginning of that year, until the dose 
of 1780, the British and Grerman troops, captured at Saratoga, were quartered 
in his vicinity, and he greatly endeared himself to them by his uniform kindness. 
During his administration, Ajmold, the traitor, invaded Virginia, and Comwallis 
and his active officers overran portions of the State along the James river, from 
Richmond to its mouth. The fiery Tarleton attempted the capture of Governor 
Jefierson, in June, 1781, and almost succeeded.^ It was a most trying time ft>r 
Virginia, and Jefferson, sagaciously perceiving that a military man was needed 
in the executive office, declined a re-election, and was succeeded by General 
Nelson, of Yorktown. 

Mr. Jefferson now sought the retirement of private hfe, to indulge in the ge- 
nial pursuits of literature and science.^ He was not permitted to find happiness 
in repose there. His wife died, and his heart was terribly smitten.. Then caaxe 
a call from his countrymen to represent them abroad, and at the close of 1782, 
he departed for Philadelphia, to sail for France, to assist the American com- 
missioners in their negotiations for peace with England. Intelligence of the 
accomplishment of that duty reached him before his departure, and he returned 
home. He was at Annapolis when Washington resigned his commission, in 
December, 1783, and the Address of President Mifflin to the chief was from Mr. 
Jefferson's pen. In 1784, he went to France, as associate diplomatist with 
Franklin and Adams, and the same year he wrote his essay on a money-unit, to 
which we are mainly indebted for our convenient coins. He succeeded Dr. 
Franklin as minister at the French court, in 1785 ; and on his return to America, 



1. HlB pamphlet ^titled " A Summary View of the Rights of British America," was ao mncb ad> 
mired, that Edmund Burke caused it to be reprinted in London, with a few alterations. 

2. Jefferson was advised of the approach of Tarleton, when he was within half a mile of his ] 
and escaped by fleeing to the dark recesses of Carter's Mountain, lying southward of MmtlceUo. 
ton captured some members of the Virginia Legislature, then in session at Chadottoerille. 

S. His^otason Ftr^infoisthemOBt&nportaatof theTarimiiprodactioiitofhiapra. 
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in 1789, before he reached his home at Monticello, he received fh)m Washington 
the appointment of Secretary of State. lie resigned that office in 1793, and be- 
came tiie head of the republican party, in opposition to Washington's adminis- 
tration. In the Autumn of 1796, he was chosen vice-president of the United 
States, and in the Spring of 1801, he took his seat as chief magistrate of the 
nation. After eight years of faithful service in that exalted office, he retired 
forever, from public life. With untiring perseverance he succeeded in establish- 
ing that yet flourishing institution, the University of Virginia ; and until the 
last, his life was spent in pursuits of public utility. The latter years of his life 
were clouded by pecuniary embarrassment. He sold his library to the Federal 
Government, in 1815, consisting of six thousand volumes, for twenty-four thousand 
dollars. He survived that great sacrifice eleven years, and then his spirit took 
its flight, while his countrymen were celebrating the flftieth anniversary of the 
independence of the United States. He died on the 4th of July, 1826, at the 
age of eighty-three years.* 



THOMAS CHITTENDEN. 

rBRE ore crises in the history of States, sometimes occiirring in their infancy, 
at other times in their maturity, when the concentration of influence iu one 
man has made him instrumental in conferring great benefits upon the public. 
Thomas Chittenden, the first governor of the independent State of Vermont, was 
an illustration of this fact. He was bom at East Guilford, Connecticut, on the 
6th of January, 1729; received only the meagre rudiments of an English educa- 
tion, then furnished by the common schools, and married at the early age of 
twenty years. Then he made his residence at Salisbury ; and his natural abil- 
ities, combined with a pleasing person and address, soon made him popular. He 
was chosen commander of a miUtia regiment, and for several years he represented 
hisdistrictin the leg^lature of Connecticut. Unlearned as he was, he became 
a leading man ; and by performing the duties of a justice of the peace for Litch- 
field county, for several years, he became acquainted with the laws and the 
proper manner of administering them. Agriculture was his delight, and every 
day spared from his official duties was devoted to a personal engageinent in the 
afl&irs of his farm. His fiimily had a rapid growth, and he emigrated to the 
borders of the Onion river, « in 1774, on what was known as the New Hampshire 
Grants^ on the east side of Lake Champlain, for the purpose of laying the foun- 
dations of a fortune for his children. There, separated by an almost trackless 
wilderness from his early friends, he opened many fertile acres to the blessed 
sunlight, and invited settlers to come and form the nucleus of a State. Soon, 
political agitations disturbed his repose; and, in 1776, he was appointed one of 
a committee to visit the Continental Congress at Philadelphia, and ask political 
advica The threatening aspect of affairs in the North, toward the close of the 
Summer of 1776, caused the settlers to flee southward, and Mr. Chittenden took 
up his abode in Arlington, in the present Bennington county, where he was 
made president of the committee of safety. He warmly espoused the cause of 
the people of the New Hampshire Grants, in their controversy with New York.^ 

1. See iketch of John Adams. 

2. The Indian name of this river was OuinoogJce. His location was in the present town of Williston, 
Vermont, sonth-east from Burlington. 

3. The State of New York claimed Jurisdiction over the present territory of Vermont, then known as 
ihe New Hampahire Grants, and a very warm dispute arose, bloodshed was often threatened, hnt tbe 
matter was ttnaUy settled hy a purchase of the claims of New York fin- 980,000. 
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fle was one of the committee who drafted a declaration of the independence of 
Vermont,' adopted on the 15th of January, 1777. He also assisted in the fin> 
mation of a State constitution, in July, 1777, and was elected the first governor 
under it. That office he held until his death, with the exception of one year. 
When, in 1780, the British authorities in Canada supposed the people of Ver- 
mont to be royally inclined (because they would not join the confederation of 
States), and appointed a commission to confer with the dissatisfied colonists, 
Governor Chittenden was chosen one of the committee on the part of the Ver- 
mont people. ' That whole matter was so adroitly managed by Chittenden, Allen, 
and others, for three years, that the authorities of both Canada and the United 
States were deceived. They thus secured Vermont from easy British invasion 
untU peace was sure, when that State became a member of the great confederacy. 
The course of the Vermont leaders, though highly patriotic, was regarded with 
suspicion, until the mask was removed. At the close of the war, Grovemor 
Chittenden returned to Williston, with his fjEimily, where he passed the remain- 
der of his days. He resigned the office of governor in the Sununer d 1797, and 
on the 25th of August, of t^t year, he died, in the sixty-ninth year of .his age. 



PATRICK HENRY. 

" rirVB me Liberty, or give me Death 1" were the burning words which fell 
\J from the Ups of Patrick Henry, at the beginning of the War for bidepend- 
ence, and aroused the Continent to more vigorous and united action.* He was 
the son of a Virginia planter in Hanover county, and was bom on the 29th of 
May, 1736. At the age often years he was taken from school, and commenced 
the study of Latin in his father's house. He had some taste for mathematics^ 
but a love of idleness, as manifested by his frequent hunting and fishing excop- 
sions, for sport, and utter aversion to mental labor, gave prophecies of a useless 
life. At twenty-one years of age, he engaged in tmde, but neglect of business 
soon brought bankruptcy. He had married at eighteen, and passed most of his 
time in idleness at the tavern of his father-in-law, in Hanover, where he often 
served customers at the bar. As a last resort, he studied law diligently for six 
weeks, obtained a license to practice, but he was twenty-seven years of age be- 
fore he was known to himself or others, except as a la^ pettifogger. Then he 
was employed in the celebrated Parsons^ cauae,^ and in the old Hanover court- 
house, with his father on the bench as judge, and more than twenty of the most 
learned men in the colony before him, his genius as an orator and advocate 
beamed forth in that awful splendor, so eloquently described by Wirt From 
that period he rose rapidly to the head of his profession. In 1764, he made 
Louisa county his residence, and his fame was greatly heightened by a noble 
defence of the right of suflfrage, which, as a lawyer, he made before the House 
of Burgesses, that year. In 1765, he was elected to a seat m that house, and 
during that memorable session, he made his great speech against the Stamp 

1. Partly owing to the troubles with New York, Vermont would not join the confederacy in 1777, t«t» 
at a convention at Westminster, it was declared an Independent State. It was admitted into tlie Uahm 
In February, 1791/ 

2. In the Virjrinia convention, held in St. John's church at Richmond, in March. 1776. !*«<»••' 
the most powerfnl speeches ever made by the great orator, and ended with the word* qoolad abor^ 
They were afterward placed on flags, and adopted as a motto under many circumstances. 

3. This wa^ a contest between the clergv and the State legislature, on the question of an annual sUpiai 
claimed by the former. A decision of the court had left nothing undetermined bnt the amoant of 
damage. Henry's eloquence electrified Judge, jnrv, and people. The Jury brought in a Terdiet of mm 
penmy damagm, and the people took Henry upon their shoulders, and earried him In trinnqib alwat ttft 
coart>hoaM yard. 
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Act* In 1769, he was admitted to the bar of the general court, and was recog- 
nized as a leader, in legal and poUtical matters, until the Revolution broke out. 
He was a member of the first Continental Congress, in 1774, and gave tbe first 
impulse to its business ;2 and when, in 1775, Governor Dunmore attempted to rob 
the colony of gunpowder, by having it conveyed on board a British war-vessel, 
Patrick Henry, at the head of resolute armed patriots, compelled him to pay its 
value in money. In 1776, Henry was elected the first repubUcan governor of 
Virginia, and was reelected three successive years, when he was succeeded by 
Thctoas Jefferson. During the whole struggle, he was one of the most efiScient 
public officers of the State; and in 1784, he was again chosen governor. 

Patrick Henry was a consistent advocate of State Rights, and was ever jealous 
of any infringement upon them. For that reason, he was opposed to the Fed- 

1. He had Introduced a series of resolutions, highly tinctared with rebellions doctrines, and supported 
them with his wonderful eloquence. The bouse was greatly excited ; and when, at length, be alluded 
to tyrants, uid said, " Cesar had his Brutus, Charles the First his Cromwell, and George the Third— " 
there was aery of "Treason! treason!" He paused a moment, and then said, *' may profit by their 
example. If that be Treason, make the most of it. " 

2. When all wns doubt and hesitation at the opening of the session, and no one seemed ready to take the 
first step, a plain man, dressed in ministers' grey, arose and proposed action. " Who is it? who is itf ' 
Mked several members. " Patrick Henry," replied the soft voice of his colleague, Peyton Bandolph. 
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oral Oonstitation, and in the Virginia convention, called in 1788, to consider It, 
he opposed its ratification with all the power of his great eloquence. He finally 
acquiesced, when it became the organic law of the Republic, and used all his 
efforts to give it a fair trial and make it successful. Washington nominated him 
for the office of Secretary of State, in 1T95, but Mr. Henry declined it. In 1799, 
President Adams appointed him an envoy to France, with l*.llsworth and Mur- 
ray, but feeble health and advanced age compelled him to decline an office he 
would have been pleased to accept A few weeks afterward, his disease became 
alarmingly active, and he expured at his seat, at Red Hill, in Charlotte county, 
on the 6th of June, 1799, at the age of almost sixty-three years. Governor 
Henry was twice married. By his first wife he had six children, and nine by 
the second. His widow married the late Judge "Winston, and died in Halifax 
county, Virginia, in February, 1831. 



ETHAN ALLEN. 

^ jTHE name of Green Mountain Boys is always associated with ideas of personal 
X valor and unflinching patriotism ; and Ethan Allen has ever been regarded 
as the impersonation of the proverbial independence of character, of the early 
settlers along the eastern shores of Lake Champlain. He was bom in Litchfield 
county, Connecticut, near the borders of New York, and at an early age emi- 
grated to the region above alluded to, known as the New Hampshire Grants^ 
now Vermont At about the year 1770, a violent controversy arose between 
the settlors of tliis tract and the civil authorities of New York, respecting ter- 
litorial claims. Ethan Allen took an active part in the controversy, and became 
a leader of the Green Mountain Boys, as the settlers were called, against the 
alleged usurpations of the New York government^ The latter finally declared 
Allen and his associates to be outlaws, offered fifty pounds colonial currency for 
his apprehension,' and contemplated an armed invasion of the territory. Allen 
believed himself in the right, and boldly maintained his position, until a common 
danger alarmed all the colonies, and made them unite as brethren for common 
defence. When the news of the affair at Lexington reached those remote 
settlers, they were electrified with zeal for the maintenance of freedom ; and in 
less than thirty days afterward, we find Colonel Allen and some of his Green 
Mountain boys and Massachusetts militia, in concert with Colonel Benedict 
Arnold and some Connecticut men, wresting the strong fortresses of Ticonderbga 
and Crown Point from the British.^ Early in the following Autumn, Colonel 
Allen was sent to Canada, to ascertain the temper of the people there; and in 
an attempt, with Colonel Brown, to capture Montreal, with a small force, he was 
made a prisoner, put in irons on board a vessel, and sent to England, with the 
assurance that he would be hanged. Great crowds flocked to see him, oij his 
arrival, for the fame of his exploits had reached England. His grotesque garb 
attracted great attention. He was regarded almost as a strange wild beast of 
the forest, and for more than a year he was kept a close prisoner. 
In January, 1776, Colonel Allen was sent, in a frigate, to Hali&x, where he 

1. See Notes, p. 125. 

2. He came very near being captured by a party of New Yorkers, while on a visit to his friend* in 
Salisbury. They intended to seize him, and ccuvey him to the iail at Pooghkeepsie. 

3. When Allen thundered M the door of the commander of the garrison of Tiocmd«rogm, afl«r tfa* 
soldiers were subdaed, and that affright ed official asked by what anthority he dema * ' ' -* 
colonel's reply was, " by the Great Jehovah and the ConunoUal Congress I" It i 
th» day when Congress was to assemble at Philade^hia. 
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remaiiied in jail until the following October, when he was oonveyed to New 
Yoric, then the British head-quarters. There he was kept, part of the time on 
parole on Long Island, and part of the time in the Provost and other prisons in 
New York, until May, 17*78, when he was exchanged for Colonel Campbell of 
the British army. !ffis health had suffered much during his imprisonment, yet 
he repaired to head-quarters, and offered his services to Washington, when his 
strength should be restored. He arrived at Bennington, his place of residence, 
on the evening of the last day of May, and he was welcomed by booming can- 
nons and the huzzas of the people. The civil authorities of the now independent 
State of Vermont commissioned him major-general of the State militia, but an 
opportunity for the exercise of his bravery and military skill did not again occur. 
He was active, with Governor Chittenden and others, in the adroit political 
game played by Vermont with the authorities of the United States and of Can- 
ada; and his patriotism ever burned pure, even at a time when G^eneral Clinton 
wrote to Lord George Germain, " There is every reason to suppose that Ethan 
Allen has quitted t£e rebel cause." General Allen continued active in public 
affiurs after the war, until his death, which occurred suddenly at Colchester, on 
the 13th of February, 1789, when he was about sixty years of age. Colonel 
Allen was the author of several political pamphlets; a tiieological work, entitled 
Orades of Reason, and a Narrative of his Observations during his captivity.* 



WILLIAM FRANKLIN. 

Fis worthy of note, that one of the most distinguished Loyalists during the 
War for Independence, was the only son of one of the noblest Patriots in 
that struggle. That Loyalist was William, the first-bom child of Benjamin 
Fr^iklin. He was bom in Philadelphia, in 1731, and was carefully educated 
by his &ther, for professional life. He was postmaster of the city of Philadel- 
phia; clerk of the Assembly for awhile; and entered the provincial army as 
captain, early in the French and Indian war. He was warmly commended for 
his services at Ticonderoga. After the war, he went to England with his father, 
and in Scotland he became acquainted with the Earl of Bute, who, for almost ten 
years, had great influence in the councils of George the Third. Li 1763, William 
Franklin was appointed governor of New Jersey, and was very popular for a 
time. lake all other royal govemors, he soon assumed undue personal dignity, 
and quarrelled with the legislature. He was a thorough monarchist in principle, 
and when the disputes between the colonists and the imperial government com- 
menced in earnest, he did not hesitate in taking sides with the crown, in opposi- 
tion to his distinguished father. At the beginning of 1774, all intercourse be- 
tween father and son was suspended, and as the political troubles thickened, the 
breach widened. Month after month the breach between the governor and the 
New Jersey Assembly also widened ; and finally a Provincial Congress at Tren- 
ton assumed political authority, and royal government ceased in tiiat province. 
A State Constitution was adopted in July, 1776, and William Livingston became 



on, ukl his Iftwyer, in order to postpone the matter, denied the gennineness of the rignature. To prove 
it, it would be necessarr to tend to Boston for a witness. Allen was in a remote part of the conrt-room, 
when the lawyer denied the sisnature. With lone strides Allen mshed through the crowd, and, stand- 
ing before his adyooate, he said, in angry tone, ** Mr , I did not hire yon to come here and lie. That 

is a true note— I signed it— I '11 swear to it— and I '11 pay it. I want no shnfDlng— I want time. What 
I employed yon for was to get this business put over to the next court, not to come here and lie and 
juKia about it." The time was given, and Allen paid the note 
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Franklm's successor, by the choice of the people. The Whigs went still fiirtheiv 
Franklin was declared to be an enemy of his country, and was sent, a prisoner, 
to East Windsor, Connecticut He was kept under the eye of Governor Trum- 
bull, until 1*7 7 8, when he was exchanged, released, and took r^uge with the 
British army in New York. There he was secretly active in fomenting discon- 
tents among the people, wherever he could make an impression. He was pres- 
ident of the Board of Loyalists, who had their head-quarters near Oyster Bay, 
Long Island, but went to England before the dose of the contest In the picture 
of the Beception of the American Loyalists by Greai Britadn^ m 1783, painted by 
Benjamin West, Governor Franklin appears at the head of a group of figures. 
After an estrangement of ten years, he solicited and obtained a reconciliation 
with his fikther. Although Dr. Franklin accepted the olive branch thus filially 
held out, and proposed " mutually to forget " the past, he seems to have re- 
membered the estrangement, when he made his will, for, after making a com- 
paratively small bequest to William, he remarks, " The part he acted against me 
in the late war, which is of public notoriety, will account for my leaving him 
no more of an estate he endeavored to deprive me oV^ Grovemor Fnmklin 
continued in England until his death, and enjoyed a pension, from the British 
government, of four thousand dollars a year. He died in November, 1813, at 
the age of about eighty-two years. His wife died of grie? while he was a pris- 
oner, in 1*778, and a monumental tablet was erected to her memory in St Paul's 
Qhurich, New York dty. 



JOSEPH GREEN. 

Fthe same year when Dr. Franklin first saw the light, a genuine wit and poet 
was bom in the same city of Boston. His name was Joseph Green. He 
was first instructed in the South Grammar School, and then entered Harvard 
College, where he was graduated in 1726. He became an accomplished sdidar, 
and man of business; and by successful mercantile life, for a few years, he ac- 
quired a competent fortune. Generous, polite, elegant in deportment, and ex- 
ceedingly popular with all classes, Mr. Green might have acquired almost any 
mark of public distinction, but he loved private life, and could never be prevailed 
upon to accept office. He took very littie part in politics, yet when Hutchinson 
left the government of Massachusetts, he was one of those who signed a com- 
pliment^ address to that fimctionary. This act offended the republicans, and 
the royal party claimed him; but when, in 1774, Massachusetts was deprived 
of her charter, and a mmiber of counsellors were appointed by mandamus, Green 
refused to serve, and sent his resignation to G^enersd Grage. Yet the tendencies 
of Mr. Green were so decidedly loyal, that he was included in the act of banish- 
ment, of 1778. He had been absent from Boston about three years already, and 
he never returned to his native country. He died in London, on the 11th of 
December, 1780, at the age of seventy-four years. Mr. Greenes poetry was 
generally humorous. He wrote a burlesque on a psahn written by his fellow 
wit. Doctor Byles. Also a burlesque on the Free Masons, and a " L^entatioQ 
on Mr. Old Tenor " (paper money), which gained him great applause. He was 
a member of a club of sentimentalists, who published several pamphlets ; and he 
attacked the administration of Governor Belcher, exposed its anti-repnblicsn 
tendencies, and ridiculed the chief magistrate by putting his speeches into rhyme. 
Mr. Green was a Loyalist of the milder stamp, and was ^vemed by a poit 
heart and dear head in his choice of government 
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JAMES JACKSON. 

T17HEN the British army was about to leave Savannah, in July, 1782, General 
If "Wayne, then in command in Georgia, chose an accomplished young man 
W)f twenty-five, whose valor was the theme for praise in the Southern anny, to 
receive the keys of the city from a committee of British officers. That young 
officer was Major James Jackson, a native of Devonshire, England, where he 
was bom on the 21st of September, 1757. He came to America, with his father, 
in IT 7 2, and studied law in Savannah. He loved his adopted country, and in 
ITT 6, shouldered his musket, and was active in repelling an invading force that 
menaced Savannah. In ITT8, he was appointed brigade major of the Georgi]^ 
militia, and was wounded in a i^kirmish on the Ogeechee, in which General 
Scriven was killed. At the close of that year he participated in the unsuccess- 
ful defence of Savannah ; and when it fell into the hands of Colonel Campbell, 
he was among those who fled into South Carolina and joined Moultrie's brig- 
ade. His appearance was so wretched and suspicious, during that flight, that 
he was arrested by some Whigs, and tried and condemned as a spy. They were 
about to hang him, when a gentleman of reputation, from Georgia, recognized 
him, and saved his life. He was active in the siege of Savannah by Lincoln 
•nd D'Estaing, in October, 1TT9, and in 1T80, he ,7as in the battle at Black- 
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gtocks under Colonel Elijah Clarke, of G^rgia. Greneral Andrew Pickens made 
him his brigade miy'or, in 1781, and his fluent speech expressing his ardent 
patriotism, infused new zeal into that corps. He was at the siege of Augusta, 
in June, 1781, and when the Americans took possession, Jackson was left in 
command of the garrison. Subsequently he performed more active and arduous 
services, as commander of a legionary corps; and at Ebenezer, on the Savannah, 
he joined General Wayne, and was the right arm of his force until the evacua- 
tion of the Georgia capital, in 1782. As some reward for his patriotic services 
during the war, the legislature gave him a house and lot in Savannah. He 
married in 1785, and the next year was commissioned brigadieF-general of the 
State militia. In 1788, he was elected governor of Georgia, but modestly de- 
clined the honor on account of his youth and inexperience, being then only little 
more than thirty years of age. He was one of the first representatives of Gfeoigia 
in Congress, after the organization of the Federal Gk)vemment ; and from 1792 
to 1795, was a member of the United States Senate. In the meanwhile he was 
promoted to major-general, and never &iled in the fiuthful performance of his 
duties, civil and militanr. The State Constitution of Georgia, framed in 1798, 
was chiefly the work of his bndn and hand. From that year until 1801, he 
was governor of the State, when he was again chosen United States' senator. 
He held that office until his death, which occurred at Washington city, on the 
19th of March, 1806, at the age of forty-nine years. His mortal remains lie 
beneath a neat monument in the Congressional burial-ground, upon which is an 
inscription, written by his personal friend and adnnrer, John Randolph, of 
Roanoke. Governor Jackson made many powerful enemies in the South, be- 
cause of his successful exposures of stupendous land frauds, but his course in- 
creased the zeal and number of his friends. There never lived a truer patriot or 
more honest man, than General James Jackson. 



ELI WHITNEY. 

EVERY labor-saving machine is a gain to humanity; and evory Inventor of 
such machine is a public bene&ctor. High on the list of such worthies is 
the name of Eli Whitney, the inventor of a machine for cleaning cotton to pre- 
pare it for the bale, known by the technical term of gin. He was bom at West- 
borough, Massachusetts, on the 8th of December, 1763. His mechanical genius 
was early manifested; and while yet a mere child, he constructed many things 
with great skill He entered Yale College in 1789, and was graduated in 1792. 
He then engaged to go to Greorgia as a private tutor in a &mily, and on hia way, 
he fell in with the widow of General Greene, who was returning to Savannah, 
with her &mily. On his arrival, he found himself without occupation and with 
very little money, for the person with whom he had made an eng^agement had 
hired another preceptor. Mrs. Greene had become much interested in young 
Whitney, and at once invited him to make her house his home, to pursue what 
studies he pleased. He commenced the study of law, but his mind was much 
on mechanics. Several distinguished visitors at the house of Mrs. Greene, from 
the interior, on one occasion, expressed their regret that there was not some 
machine for cleaning the green seed cotton,* as its culture, with such aid, would 

L This labor wu then performed chiefly by female servants. To separ»t« <me ponnd of olwaataplt 
ooNoB from the seeds was considered a good day's work for one person. 
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be very profitable at the South. The great mechanioal genius of young Whitnej 
was known to Mrs. Greene, and she said, " Apply to my young friend here, he 
can make anything." Although he had never yet look^ upon a cotton seed, 
his mind began to plan. He procured a small quantity of undeaned cotton, and 
with such rude tools as a plantation afforded, he went to work and constructed 
a machine, imder the kind auspices of Mrs. Greene and Phineas Miller, who be- 
came her husband. The machine was examined with delight, for it would do 
the work of months in a single day. "With it, one man could do the work of a 
thousand. It opened a way to immense wealth to the Southern planters. Great 
excitement prevailed; and when the people found that they could not see the 
great invention until it was patented, they broke open the building in which it 
stood, carried it away, and soon many similar machines were in use. Whitney 
went to his native State, patented lus invention, and in partnership with Mr. 
MiQer, commenced the manufacture of machines for Georgia. Before he could 
secure a patent, it was in common use;^ and to complete his misfortunes, his 
shop with all its contents, and his papers, were consumed. He was made a 
bankrupt ; and the inventor of the cotton giriy which has been worth hundreds 
of millions of dollars to the people of the South, never received a sufficient amount 
of money from it, to reimburse his actual outlays and losses. He was treated 
with the utmost un&imess by some southern legislatures, as well as by individ- 
uals ; and everywhere among those who were profiting immensely by the in- 
vention, his rights were denied. Even Congress denied his application to extend 
his patent. Disappointed, and disgusted with the injustice of his fellow-men, 
Mr. Whitney turned his attention to other pursuits. He commenced the manu- 
&cture of fire-arms, in 1798, for the United States. But misfortune seemed to 
be uniformly his lot in life, except in his choice of the excellent Henrietta, 
daughter of Pierpont Edwards, for his wife. After great sufferings from disease, 
he died near New Haven, on the 8th of January, 1825, at the age of fifty-nine 
jeara 



ELIAS BOUDaNOT. 

rB American Bible Society, whose labors have accomplished a vast amount 
of good, in the dissemination of the Holy Scriptures, was established in 
1816 ; and Elias Boudinot, one of its founders, and a warm patriot of the Revo- 
lution, was its first president He was bom in Philadelphia, on the 2d of May, 
1740. He inherited a love of freedom and religious devotion from his Huguenot 
ancestors, and when the colonists began to question the right of Great Britain 
to tax them without their consent, he took a stand for his countrymen. He had 
received a classical education, studied law with Richard Stockton, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence, and married that patriot's sister. 
Boudinot practiced his profession in New Jersey, and soon rose to distinction. 
In ITTT, he was appointed commissary-general of prisoners, by Congress, and 
the same year he was elected to a seat in the Contmental Congress. In Novem- 
ber, 1782, he was elected president of that body, and in that capacity he signed 
the preliminary treaty of peace with Great Britain. ' At the close of the war he 
resumed the profession of the law, but was again called into public life in 1*789, 



1. On one occMlonf when 111118 for the infringement of the patent In Georgia were conunenoed, Mr. 
lOUer wrote. " ^le Jurymen »t Angntta have come to an understanding among tbemielves, that thej 
will never gire a cause in our favor, let the merits of the case be as they may." 
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bj an election to a seat in Congress, under the Federal Constitution. He was 
a member of the House of Representatives six years, when Washington appointed 
him Director of the Mint, on the death of Rittenhouse. He held that position 
until 1805, when he retired from public life, and made his residence the re- 
mainder of his days, at Burlington, New Jersey. In 1812, he was elected a 
member of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, to which 
he made a donation of five thousand dollars ; and when he was elected president 
of the American Bible Society, in 1816, he gave that institution ten thousand 
doUars. He was a trustee of the College at Princeton for many years, and there 
founded a cabinet of natural history, at a cost of three thousand dollars. His 
whole life was one of useftilness ; and at his death, he bequeathed a great por- 
tion of a large fortune to institutions and trustees, for charitable purposes. The 
remainder of his estate he left to the Greneral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, of which he was a member. He died at Burlington, on the 24th of 
October, 1821, at the age of eighty-one years. 



JOSEPH HABERSHAM. 

GEORGIA may boast of many noble patriots, but she had none, in the War 
for Independence, of truer stamp, than Joseph Habersham, the son <k a 
merchant of Savannah, where he was bom in 1T50. He was one of the earliest 
advocates of popular rights in the Georgia capital, and, with other young men, 
acted, as well as spoke, against unjust royal rule. Early in the Summer of 1*775, 
a letter from Sir James Wright, the royal governor of Georgia, to General Gage, 
was intercepted by the vigilant Whigs of Charleston, who had seized the mails. 
It contained a request for that officer to send some troops to Savannah, to sup- 
press the rismg rebellion there. The letter was sent to the conmiittee of safety 
at Savannah, and aroused the fiercest indignation of the Whigs. At about that 
time, a British vessel arrived at the mouth of the Savannah, with many thousand 
pounds of powder. It was determined to seize the vessel and secure the powder, 
for the use of the patriots. On the night of the 10th of July, thirty volunteers 
under young Habersham (then holding the commission of colonel) and Commo- 
dore Bowen, captured the vessel, placed the powder, under guard, in the mag- 
azine at Savannah, and sent five thousand pounds of the ammunition, to General 
Washington at Boston. In January, 1T76, Colonel Habersham was a membo' 
of the Georgia Assembly; and on the 18th of that month, he led a party of 
volunteers, to the capture of Governor Wright. They paroled him a prisoner in 
his own house, from which, on a stormy night in February, he escaped, made 
his way to the British ship, Scarborough^ and went to England. Thus Colonel 
Habersham put an end to royal rule, in Georgia. He was active in the council 
and field, during the whole war, and held the commission of lieutenant-colcmel 
in the Continental army. In 1*785, he was chosen a member of Congress, to 
represent the Savannah district; and in 1*795, President Washing^n appointed 
him Postmaster-general of the United States. He resigned that office in ih» 
year 1800, and two years afterward, was made president of the Branch Bank of 
the United States, at Savannah. He filled that office with distinguished sA»htj 
until a short time before his death, which occurred in November, 1816, at tbe 
age of sixty-five years. 
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BENEDICT ARNOLD. 

" TIT® accept the treason, but despise the traitor," was the practical ezpressloii 
IT of British sentiment when Arnold, one of the bravest of the American 
generals, was purchased with British gold, and attempted to betray the liberties 
of his country. He was a native of Norwich, Connecticut, where he was bom 
on the 3d of January, 1740. He was a descendant of Benedict Arnold, one of 
the early governors of Rhode Island, and was blessed with a mother who, ac- 
cording to her epitaph, was " A pattern of patience, piety, and virtue." But he 
was a wayward, disobedient, and unscrupulous boy; cruel in his tastes and 
wicked in his practices.* He was bred to the business of an apothecary, at 
Norwich, under the brothers Lathrop, who were so pleased with him as a young 
man of genius, that they gave him two thousand dollars to commence business 
with. Prom 1763 to 1767, he combined the business of bookseller and druggist, 
in New Haven, when he commenced trading voyages to the West Indies, and 

1. Whfle yet a mere youth, he attempted murder. A young Frenchman was an accepted raitor of 
Arnold's sister. The yonnc tyrant (for Arnold was always a despot among his play-fellows) disliked 
tiim, and when he conid not persoade his sister to discard him, he declared ne would shoot the French- 
man if he ever entered the house again. The opportunity soon occurred, and Arnold discharged a 
loaded pistol at him, as he escaped through a window. The young man left the place forever, and 
Hannah Arnold lived the life of a maiden. Arnold and the FrenchmaQ afterward met ftt Hondnraa, aad 
fought ft duel. Tbe Frenckman was seTerely wounded. 
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horse dealing in Oanad& He was in command of a volunteer company, in New 
Haven, when the war broke out, with whom he marched to Cambridge, and 
joined the army under Washington. Then commenced his career as the bravest 
of the brave. His first bold exploit had been in connection with Ethan Alien 
in the capture of Ticonderoga, in May, IT 76. In September following he started 
from Cambridge for Quebec, by way of the Kennebeck and the wilderness be- 
yond its head waters, in command of an expedition ; and after an unsuccessful 
attempt to take the capital of Canada, he joined Montgomery, and participated 
in the disastrous siege of that walled town on the last day of the year. There 
he was severely wounded in the leg, but escaping up the St Lawrence, held 
command of the broken army \mtil the arrival of General Wooster in April fol- 
lowing. Arnold retired to Montreal, then to St Johns, and left Canada alto- 
gether, in June, 1*776. During the Summer and Autumn of that year, he was 
active in naval command on Lake Champlain. He assisted in repelling the in- 
vasion of Connecticut, by Tryon, in April, 111*1; and during the latter p&t of 
that Summer, he was with. General Schuyler, in Ms preparations £br opposing the 
attempt of Burgoyne to penetrate beyond Fort Edward, or Saratoga. 

While the American army was encamped at the moutii of the Mohawk, Arnold 
marched up that strewn, and reUeved the beleagured garrison of Fort Schuyler 
(or Stanwix), on the site of the present village of Eome.^ He was in the battles 
at Stillwater; and despite the jealous efforts of Gates to cripple his movements, 
his intrepidity and personal example were chiefly instrumental in securing the 
victory over Burgojme, for which tiie commanding general received the thanks 
of Congress and a gold medal, while Arnold was not even mentioned in the 
official despatches from Saratoga. This was one of the first affronts that planted 
seeds of treason in his mind. He was again severely wounded at Saratoga, and 
suffered much for many months When, in the Spring of 1778, the British 
evacuated Philadelphia, Arnold was appointed military governor there, becaoae 
of his incapacity for active field service, on account of his wounds. There he 
lived extravagantly, married the beautiful daughter of Edward Shippen, a lead- 
ing Tory of Philadelphia, and commenced a system of fraud, peculation, and 
oppression, which caused him to be tried for sundry offences by a court-martial^ 
ordered by Congress. He was found guilty on some of the diarges, and deli- 
cately reprimanded by Waslnngton. Indignant and deeply in debt, he brooded 
upon revenge on one hand, and pecuniary reUef on the other. He opened a 
correspondence with the accomplished Major Andr4, adjutant-general of the 
British army, and after procuring the command of the fortresses at West Point, 
on the Hudson, and vicinity, he arranged, with Andr6, a plan for betraying them 
into the hands of Sir Henry Clinton, the British commander at New York. His 
price for his perfidy was fifty thousand dollars and a brigadier's commission in 
the British army. After a personal negotiation with Arnold, Andr6 was 
captured,^ the treason became known, but the traitor had fled to his new friends 
in New York. He soon afterward went on a marauding expedition into Vir- 
gmia,3 and then on the New England coast, near his birth-place, everywhere 
exhibiting the most cruel spite toward the Ajnericans whom he had sought to 
injure beyond measure. The war ended, and he went to England. There he 



1. While Burgoyne penetrated the State fk^om the North, St Leger, with Tories aod Indiana, attempted 
to take Fort Schuyler, and then sweep the Mohawk Valley. 

2. Andre was hanged as a spy, at Tappan, on the west side of the Hudson, in October, 1780. He had 
been drawn into that position by the viUany of Arnold, and conld the traitor hare been c«aj^ Andre 
would hare been saTed. 

8. In a skirmish between Biohmond and Petersbnrf . some Americans were made prisoners. One of 
them was asked by Arnold, what his countrymen would do with him, if they should catch him. Th* 
Tonng man promptly replied, " Bury the leg that was wounded at Qnebec and Saratoga, wfOi military 
honors, andhang tt»e jest^ /on." Onat efforts were made to capture tha tnitor, wifle he ma te 
Tirghila. That was the chief object of La Fayette's expedition to that State. 
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was everywheFe shunned as a serpent, and he made his abode m St Johns, New 
Bronswidc, from 1786 until 1793. He went to the West Indies, in 1794, and 
from thence to England. He died in Gloucester Place, London, on the 14th of 
June, 1801, at the age of sixty-one jears. Just three years afterward, his wife 
died at the same place, aged forty-three.^ 



WILLIAM BARTON. 



* What h»th the gray-haired prlaoner done? 
Hath murder stabied his hand with gore? 
Al^ no I hlB crime 's a fouler one — 
€fod made the old man poor /" 



rUS indignantly did the gifted pen of Whittier refer to the brave Colonel 
Barton, in his noble protest agamst imprisonment for debt. Barton was a 
worthy sdon of old Rhode Island stock, and was bom in Providence in 1750. 
Of his early life we know nothing, but when the War for Independence appealed 
to the patriotism and romance of the young men of America, we find him among 
the most daring of those who gave the British great annoyance after they had 
taken possession of Rhode Island, in 1776, and were encamped at Newport and 
vicinity. Young Barton had passed through the several grades of oflfice, until 
the opening of 1777, when we find him holding the commission of lieutenant- 
colonel of militia, and performing good service in preparations for driving the 
British from Rhode Island. General Prescott, an arrogant, tyrannical man, was 
the commander-in-chief of the enemy there, and the people suffered much at his 
hands.^ They devised various schemes to get rid of him, but all failed until a 
plan, conceived by Colonel Barton, was successfully carried out. Prescott's 
head-quarters were at the house of a Quaker, five miles north of Newport On 
a sultry night in July, 1777, Barton, with a few trusty followers, crossed Nar- 
raganset Bay from "Warwick Point, in whale boats, directly through a British 
fleet, and kmded in a sheltered cove a short distance from Prescott*s quarters. 
They proceeded stealthily in two divisions, and secured the sentinel and the 
outside doors of the house. Then Barton boldly entered, with four strong men 
and a negro, and proceeded to Prescott's room on the second floor. It was now 
about midnight. The door was locked on the inside. There was no time for 
parley. The negro, stepping back a few paces, used his head as a battering- 
ram, and the door flew open. Prescott, supposing the intruders to be robbers, 
sprang from his bed and seized his gold watch. The next moment Barton's 
hand was laid on his shoulder, and he was admonished that he was a prisoner, 
and must be silent Without giving him time to dress, he was conveyed to one 
of the whale-boats, and the whole party returned to Warwick Point, undis- 
covered by the sentinels of the fleet Prescott's mouth was kept shut by a pis- 
tol at each ear. The prisoner first spoke after landing, and said, " Sir, you have 
made a bold push to-night." Barton coolly replied, " We have been fortunate." 
At sunrise the captive was in Providence, and in the course of a few days he 
was sent to the head-quarters of Washington, in New Jersey.^ For this brave 

1. Their son, Jamei Robertson Arnold, bom at West Point, became a distinguished o£Bcer In the 
British army. He passed through all the grades of oflBce, from lieutenant. On the accession of Queen 
Victoria, he was made one of her alds-de-camp, and rose to the rank of major-general, with the badge 
of a Knight of the Royal Hanoverian Ouelphic Order. 

2. This was the same Prescott who commanded at Montreal, in 177S) and treated Colonel Ethan Allen 
so cruelly when he was made prisoner. 

S. Prescott's haughty demeanor waa not laid aside in his captivity. On his way to Kew Jersey, he 
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•ervice, Congress presented their thanks and an elegant sword, to L'eutenani- 
oolomd Barton, and in December following, he was promoted to the rank and 
pay of oolond in the Ck>ntinental army. He was also rewarded by a grant of 
land, in Vermont In the action at Butt's Hill, near Bristol Fenj, in August, 
1778, Colonel Barton was so badly wounded, that he was disabled for the re- 
mainder of the war. In after years, the land in Vermont proved to be an un- 
fortunate gift. By the transfer of some of it he became entangled in the meshes 
of the law, and was imprisoned for debt, in Vermont^ for many years, in his old 
age. 

" For this he shares • felon's cell, 
The fittest earthly type of heU ! 
For this, the boon for which he ponred 
His jonng blood on the invader's sword, 
And counted light the fearftil cost— 
His blood-gained liberty is lost" 

When La Fayette was " our nation's guest," in 1826, he heard of the situation 
of his old companion-in-arms, paid the debt and set Mm at liberty! It was a 
significant rebuke, not only to the Shylock who demanded the "pound of flesh," 
but to the American people. Colonel Barton died at Providence, in 1831, at the 
age of eighty-four years. 



OEORQE ROQERS CLARKE. 

ONE of the most interesting episodes in the history of our country, is that 
which relates to the conquest of the region long known as the North- 
western Territory,* from the motley masters of the soil — English, French, and 
Indians. The chief actor in those events, was Greorge Rogers Clarke, a hardy 
Virginia borderer, whose youth was spent in those physical pursuits which give 
vigor to the frame and activity to the mind. He was bom in Albemarle county, 
Virginia, on the 19th of November, 1752, and first i^peared in history as an 
adventurer beyond the Alleghaniea in 1772. He had been engaged in the 
business of land-surveyor, for some time and that year he went down the Ohio^ 
in a canoe, as far as the mouth of the Great Kanawha, in company with Rev. 
David Jones, then on his way to preach the gospel to the western tribes.* He 
was captain of a company in Dunmore^s army, which marched against the In- 
dians on the Ohio and its tributaries, in 1774.^ Ever since his trip in 1772, he 
ardently desired an opportunity to explore those deep wildernesses in the great 
vaJlies; and in 1775, he accompanied some armed settlers to Kentucky, as their 
commander. During that and the following year, he traversed a great extent 
ot country south of the Ohio, studied the character of the Indians, and made 
himself master of many secrets which aided in his friture success. He beheld a 
beautiful country, inviting immigration, but the pathway to it was made dan- 

and his escort dined at the tayem of Captain Alden, at Lebanon, GonnecHcnt. The common dish of 
com and beans was set before him. He supposed the act to be an intentional insnlt, and strewinit the 
aueoMash on the floor, exclaimed, " Do yon treat me with the food of hogs." Captain Alden hated the 
tyrant, and for this act he horsewhipped him. After Prescott was exchanged for General Cbarlea Lee, 
and was again in command on Rhode Island, he treated a gentleman, who called npon him oo barineaa, 
with mnch discourtesy. He said in excnse, " He looked so much like a cnrsed Connecticnt man thai 
horsewhipped me, that I conld not endnre his presence." 

1. It embraced the present States of Ohio, Indiana, Hlinols, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

2. See sketch of Oayid Jones. 

8. The Shawneea and other tribes had committed many depredations on the Virgini* fhtnttar fbr 
MTeral years, and in 1774, Lord Dnnmore, then goyemor of (hat province, led quite a larg« Ibfoe acaini* 
them. A serere battle was fotaght at Point Pleasant, at the month of the great Kanawha ; and ixCUk 
llootbe, Dwunore made a treaty of peace and friendship with them. 
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gerous by the enemies of the colonists, who sallied forth from the British posts 
at Detroit, Kaskaskia, and Vincennes, with Indian allies. Convinced of the 
necessity of possessing these posts, Clarke submitted the plan of an expedition 
against them, to the Virgmia legislature, and early in the Spring of 1778, he was 
at the Falls of the Ohio (now Louisville), with four companies of soldiers. There 
he was joined by Simon Kenton, another bold pioneer. He marched througli 
the wilderness toward those important posts, and at the close of Summer all but 
Detroit were in his possession. 

Clarke was now promoted to colonel, and was instructed to pacify the western 
tribes, if possible, and bring them into friendly relations with the Americans. 
While thus engaged, he was informed of the re-capture of Vincennes. With his 
usual energy, and followed by less than two hundred men, he traversed the 
drowned lands of Illinois, through deep morasses and snow-floods, in February, 
17 79; and on the 19th of that month, appeared before Vincennes. To the 
adtomshdd garrison, it seemed afl if those rough Kentuddans had dropped from 
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the douds, for the whole countiy was inundated. The fort was speedily sur- 
rendered, and oommander Hamilton (governor of Detroit), and several others, 
were sent to Virginia as prisoners. Colonel Clarke also captured a quantity of 
goods, under convoy from Detroit, valued at $50,000; and having sufficiently 
garrisoned Vincennes and the other posts, he proceeded to build Fort Jefferson, 
on the western bank of the Mississippi, below the Ohio. 

When Arnold invaded Virginia, in 1781, Colonel Clarke joined the forces 
under the Baron Steuben, and performed signal service until the traitor bad 
departed. He was promoted to the rank of brigadier, the same year, and went 
beyond the mountains again, hoping to organize an expedition against Detroit 
His scheme failed, and, for awhile, Clarke was in command of a post at the Falls 
of the Ohio. In the Autumn of 1782, he penetrated the Indian country between 
the Ohio and the Lakes, with a thousand men, and chastised the tribes severely 
for their marauding excursions into Kentucky, and awed them into comparatively 
])eacefbl relations. For these deeds, John Randolph afterward called Clarke the 
" American Hannibal, who, by the reduction of those military posts in the wil- 
derness, obtained the lakes for the northern boundary of our Union, at the peace 
in 1783." Clarke made Kentucky his future home; and during Washington's 
administration, when Genet, the French minister, attempted to organize a force 
in the West, against the Spaniards, Clarke accepted from him the commission of 
major^neral in the armies of France. The project was abandoned, and the 
hero of the north-west never appeared in pubhc life afterward. He died near 
Louisville, Kentucky, in February, 1818, at the age of sizly'Six years. 



DAVID JONES. 

rB! ministers of the "church militant " frequently performed double service iA 
the righteous cause of truth, during the War for Independence, for they 
had both spiritual and temporal enemies to contend with. Among these, the 
Rev. David Jones was one of the most faithful soldiers in both kinds of warfiune. 
He was bom in New Castle county, Delaware, on the 12th of May, 1736, and, 
as his name imports, was of Welsh descent He was educated for the gospel 
ministry under the Rev. Isaac Eaton, at Hopewell, New Jersey, and for many 
years was pastor of the Upper (Baptist) Freehold church. Impressed with a 
desire to carry the gospel to the heathen of the wUdemess, he proceeded to visit 
the Indians in the Ohio and Illinois country, in 1772. On his way down the 
Ohio river, he was accompanied by the brave Greorge Rogers Clarke, whose 
valor gave the region, afterward known as the North-western Territory, to the 
struggling colonists, toward the close of the Revolution. Mr. Jones' mission 
was unsuccess^ and he returned to his charge at Freehold. Because of his 
zealous espousal of the republican cause, he became very obnoxious to tikie 
Tories, who were numerous in Monmouth county. Believing his life to be in 
danger, he left New Jersey, settled in Chester county, in Pennsylvania, and in 
the Spring of 1775, took charge of the Great Valley Baptist church. He soon 
afterward preached a sermon before Colonel Davie's regiment, on the occasion 
of a Continental Fast, which was published, and produced a salutary effect It 
was entitled. Defensive War in a Just Cause, Sinless, In 1776, Mr. Jones 
was appointed chaplain to Colonel St Clair's regiment, and proceeded with it to 
the Northern Department He was on duty at Ticonderoga, when the British 
approached, after the defeat of Arnold on the Lake below, and there preached a 
characteristic sermon to the soldiers, which was afterward published. He aeryed 
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through two campaigns tinder G^eneral Gates, and was chaplain to General 
Wayne's brigade in the Autumn of 1111. He was with that officer at the Paoli 
Massacre,' where he narrowly escaped death, but lived to make an address at 
the erection of a monument there, over the remains of his slaughtered comrades, 
forty years afterward He was in the battles at Brandywine and G«rmantown, 
suffered at White Marsh and Valley Forge, and continued with Wayne in all 
his varied duties from the battle at Monmouth in June, 1778, until the surrender 
of Oomwallis, at Yorktown, in October, 1781. Such was his activity as a sol- 
dier, that General Howe offered a reward for him, while the British held pos- 
session of Philadelphia ; and on one occasion, a detachment of soldiers were sent 
to the Great Valley to capture him.^ At the dose of the war, he returned to 
his form, and resumed his ministerial labors. 

When Greneral Wayne took command of the army in the North-western Ter- 
ritoTy, in 1794, Mr. Jones was appointed his chaplahi, and accompanied him to 
the field; and when, again, in 1812, a war between the United States and Great 
Britain commenced, the patriotic chaplain of the old conflict entered the army, 
and served under Generals Brown and Wilkinson, until the close of the contest 
He was then severUysix yea/rs of age. When peace came, he again put on the 
armor of the gospel, and continued his warfiwe with the enemy of souls until 
the last. His latest public act was the deUvery of the dedicatory address on 
laying the comer-stone of the Paoli Monument, in 1817. On the 5th of Feb* 
^ruary, 1820, this distinguished servant of God and of the Republic, died in peace, 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age, and was buried in the Great Valley church- 
yard, in sight of the pleasant little village of Valley Forge. 



JOHN EAGAR HOWARD. 

MARYLAND may boast of many lovely sons, but she cherishes the memory 
of none more warmly than that of John Eagar Howard. He was bom in 
Baltimore county, on the 4th of June, 1752. He was a veiy young man when 
the War for Independence commenced, and entered eagerly into the plans of the 
republicans. He became a soldier in 1776, and commanded a company of militia 
in the service known as The Flying Camps, under General Hugh Mercer. In 
that capacity he served at White Plains, in the Autumn of that year; and when, 
*n December, 1776, that corps was disbanded, he accepted the commission of 
<Q^or in one of the Continental battalions of his native State. Then conmienced 
his useful military career. In the Spring of 1777, he joined the army under 
Washington, at Middlebrook, in New Jersey, but returned home in June, on 
account of the death of his fether. He again joined the army, a few days after 
the battle on the Brandywine, in September; -distinguished himself for cool 
courage in the engagement at Grermantown ; and afterward wrote a graphic 
account of the whole affair. He was also at the battle on the plains of Mon- 
mouth the following year; and in June, 1779, he was commissioned a lieuten- 
ant-colonel ui the 5th Maryland regiment, "to take rank from the 11th day of 
May, 1778." In 1780, he went to the field of duty, in the South, when De Kalb 

1. Near the Paoli Tavern, in Chester countv, Pennsylyania, General Wayne waa rarprised a tew 
nights after the battle on the Brandywine, by General Grey of the British army, and a large number of 
his command were slain. That event is known in history as the Paoli Massacre. 

2. WhUe reconnoitring alone one night, Chaplain Jones saw a dragoon dismount, and enter a house 
tat refreshments. Mr. Jones boldly approached, seized the horseman's pistols, and going into the house, 
claimed the owner as his prisoner. The unarmed dragoon was compelled to obey hu caj ^ r^s orders, to 
mount and ride into the American camp. The event produced great merriment, and Wayne lao^^ed 
immoderately at the idea of a British dragoon being captured by his chaplain. 
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marched thither with Maryland and Delaware troops, with the vain hope of 
aiding the besieged Linooln, at Charleston. He served under Grates until after 
the disastrous battle near Camden, in August, and his corps formed a part of 
the Southern army, under General Greene, at the dose of that year. In January 
following, he won un&ding laurels by his skill and bravery at the Cowpens, 
imder Morgan, and received a vote of thanks and a silver medal Irom Congress. 
At Guilford, a month afterward, he greatly distinguished himself when Greeno 
and Comwallis contended for the mastery. There he was wounded, returned 
home, and did not engage in active military services afterward. When peace 
came, the intrepid soldier was conquered by the charms of Margaret, daughter 
of Chief Justice Chew, around whose house, at G^rmantown, he had battled 
manfully, and they were married. He sought the pleasures of domestic life, but 
in the Autumn of 1788, he was drawn from his retirement, to fill the chair of 
chief magistrate of his native State. He held that office three years. In IT 94, 
he declined the profifered commission of major-general of militia^ and the follow- 
ing year he also declined the office of Secretary of "War, to which President 
Washington invited him. He was then a member of the Maryland Senate ; and 
in 1796, he was chosen to a seat in the Senate of the United States, where he 
served until 1803. Then he retired from public life forever; yet when, in 1814, 
the British made hostile demonstrations against Baltimore, the old veteran, un- 
mindful of the weight of threescore years, prepared to take the field. The battle 
at North Point rendered such a step unnecessary, and he sat down in the midst 
of an afiectionate &.mily, to enjoy thirteen years more of his earthly pilgrimage. 
His wife was taken firom him, by death, early in 1827 ; and on the I2th of 
October, of that year, he followed her to the spirit land, at the age of seventy- 
five years. Honor, wealth, and the ardent love of friends, were his lot in life; 
and few men ever went down to the grave more truly beloved and lamented, 
than John Eagar Howard. 



RICHARD BLAND. 

AMONG the galaxy of patriots who composed the real strength of tde Vliginia 
A. House of Burgesses, in 1774, no one was more beloved and reverenced, 
than Richard Bland, who was bom early in the last century. He was a mem- 
ber of the colonial legislature of Virginia many years, and a leader of the pop- 
ular branch, or House of Burgesses. Although a true republican, he was not 
prepared, at the moment, to stand by Patrick Henry in his denunciations of 
British tyranny, in 1765, yet he did not flinch, soon afterward, when duty de- 
manded bold action. He was one of the committee to prepare a remonstrance 
with parliament, in 1768 ; and in 1773, he was one of the first general committee 
of correspondence, proposed by Dabney Carr. He was chosen a delegate to the 
first Continental Congress in 1774, but declined the appointment the following 
year, because, as he said, he was " an old man, almost deprived of sight" Francis 
Lightfoot Lee, who signed the Declaration of Independence the following year, 
was appointed in his place ; and three years afterward, the aged patriot went to 
his final rest. Mr. Wirt speaks of him as ^' one of the most enlightened men in 
the colony ; a man of finished education, and of the most unbending habits of 
application. His perfect mastery of every fact connected with the settlement 
and progress of the colony, had given him the name of the Virginia Antiquary. 
He was a politician of the first class, a profound logician, and was also considered 
as the first writer in the colony." 
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CHARLES COTESWORTH PINOKNEY. 

" MILLIONS for defence, but not one cent for tribute," were the noble words 
ItL uttered by Charles Cotesworth Pinckney when, as an ambassador to the 
French government, some unaccredited agents demanded a loan from the United 
States, as a prerequisite to a treaty whida. he had been sent to negotiate. That 
sentiment expressed the national standard of independent mtegrity, ever main- 
tained in our intercourse with foreign nations.* The author of it was bom in 
Charleston, South Carolina, on the 25th of February, 1746. His father was 
chief justice of South Carolina, and held a high social position there. At the 
age of seven years Charles, with his brother Thomas, were taken to England by 
their fether, to be educated. He was first at "Westminster, then at Oxford, and 
when his ooUegiate course waa completed, he studied law in the Temple. On 
his return to Charleston, in 1769, he commenced a successful professional career, 
and at the same time became an active participator in the popular movements 
against the imperial government. He had taken a part against the Stamp Act, 
in England, and he was a full-fledged patriot on his arrival home. When, In 
1775, Christopher Gktdsden became colonel of a regiment raised by the Provin- 

1. Jackson'! instrnctioos to foreisn mlnisten were, " Aek nothing but whM ii right, and ■ubmit to 
nottikic that ia wrong." 
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cial Oongrefls, Pinckney received the appointment of captain of one of its com- 
panies, and he went up into North Carolina, as &r as Newbem, on recruiting 
service. He wtis active in the defence of his native city the following year, and 
remained in service until the fidl of Charleston, in 1780. He accompanied Gren- 
eral Robert Howe in his unfortunate expedition to Florida, in 1778, and assisted 
in the repulse of Prevost, fix>m Charleston, the following year.< When, early hi 
1780, the British fleet, bearing General Clinton and an invadmg army, appeared 
ofif Charleston, Pinckney, now holding the commission of colonel, was appomted 
to the command of the garrison at Fort Moultrie, in the harbor. ' When the city 
and its defences finally yielded to superior numbers, and were surrendered, 
Colonel Pinclmey was made a prisoner. He suffered much from sickness and 
ill-treatment during a captivity of ahnost two years, and was not allowed to par- 
ticipate in the stn^le in the field during that time. In February, 1782, he 
was exchanged, and was soon afterward breveted brigadier-genend. On th« 
return of peace he resumed the practice of his profession, and was a membei 
of the convention which framed the Federal Constitution, in 1787. He declined 
a proffered seat in Washington's Cabinet, but in 1796, he accepted the appoint- 
ment of minister to the French Republic, then controlled by a Directory.* It 
was while in the midst of personal peril there, that he uttered the noble senti- 
ment just quoted. When war with France seemed inevitable, in 1797, and 
Washington was chosen conunander-in-chie^ Pinckney was appointed the second 
major-general 'm the army.s He retired from active Hfe at about the year 1800, 
and for a quarter of a century lived in elegant ease, though taking much in- 
terest in the progress of public affiurs. He found exquisite enjoyment in the 
bosom of his fiunily and the companionship of books, untQ the latest hours of hii) 
long life. He died on the 16th of August, 1825, in the eightieth year of his age^ 



B-A.RON VOTQ^ STB3TJBB3N. 

rCH of the success of the Continental army in its more skillful achievement^ 
during the greater portion of the War for Independence, was due to tho 
science and valor of several foreign officers engaged in its service ; and the names 
of La Fayette, Steuben, De Kalb, Pulaski, Eoskiusczko, and Du Portail, will 
evor be held ui gratefiil remembrance by the American people. To Fi^erick 
William Augustus, Baron Von Steuben, the army was indebted for that superior 
discipline displayed on the plains of Monmoutli, and afterward. He had been 
an aid-de-camp of Frederick the Great of Prussia; and the Prince Margrave, oif 
Baden, in whose service he afterward engaged, gave him the commission ot 
Ueutenant-general, and decorated him with the Order of Fidelity, as a special 
mark of favor. He received titles and emoluments firom other monarchs, and 
splendid offers Ibr the foture, but. he left them all, came to America to help a 
struggling young people in their efforts to be free, and joined the Continental 
army, as a volunteer, at Valley Forge. Congress appointed him inspector-gen* 
end, with the rank and pay of major-genend, in May, 1778, and his Uiorough 

1. OenerftI Prerost mArched firom SsTannah, with » strong Britiih fbree, to attack Charleston, is 
1779, and appeared befbre the city. The r^id approach of Oeneral Lincohi oanaed him to retreat Mid> 
denly by way of the numerous islands along the shore from Charleston to Savannah. 

2. The OirectOTT was the execntlTe power of the French govemmrat, after the Barototton, and waa 
established in ITw. It consisted of five persons elected for Ibur yean, and ruled in connection with twa 
xepresentatiTe Chambers, called respectlTely The CouneaqfAnetmta, and rhe Oomtett i^Fktelhmdnd, 

8. Oneof hia aids. George Waahiiigton Parke Cnstis, of ArUngton Hoom^ TlKiiila, died in ISSI^ 
Ha waa the father-in-law of Bobertfi. Leew 
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discipline prepared the Americans for more efficient action in future. As a 
volunteer, he fought at Monmouth ; and his services throughout the war were 
of the greatest benefit. He was active in Virginia from the invasion of Arnold, 
in January, 1781, until the capture of Comwallis, in October following. At the 
siege of Yorktown, his skill and valor were particularly conspicuous, for he 
fought bravely and well in the trenches there.* At the close of the war, he 
remained in America. The State of New Jersey gave him a small fSsmn; that 
of New York presented him with sixteen thousand acres of wild land, in Oneida 
coimty; and the Federal government granted him a pension of twenty-fiv« 
hundred dollars a year. He took up his abode on his New York domain, gave 
one-tenth of the whole to his aids (North and Walker) and servants, and par- 
celled the remainder among twenty or thirty tenants. He built himself a log 
hut on the site of the present Steubenville, New York; and there the once 
courted companion of kings and nobles — ^the ornament of gay courts — ^lived in 
chosen obscurity, dming the Summer months. BKs Winters were spent in the 
best society m the city of New York. He died suddenly of apoplexy, at his 
log-built residence, on the 28th of November, 1795, at the age of sixty-four years. 
His neighbors buried him in his garden ; but afterward, according to his written 
request, he was wrapped in his military cloak, placed in a plain coffin, and buried 
in the woods near by. When a public road passed over the spot, his remains 
were taken up and buried a third time, in the town of Steuben, a few miles 
from Trenton Falls. There a plain mommientj erected in 1826, covers his 
grave.^ 



JOHN BROOKS. 

FBOM many a district school-house in our &vored land have issued youths 
of humble origin, who, by their virtues and attainments, have adorned 
society, and honored their country. John Brooks, one of the most eminent chief 
magistrates of Massachusetts, was a graduate of one of those "colleges for the 
people," and his boyhood and early youth were spent in the obscure labors of a 
&jrm. He was bom at Medford, in 1762. At the age of fourteen years he was 
apprenticed to Dr. Simon Tufts, and his fellow-student in medicine was Benjamin 
Thompson, afterward the celebrated Count Rumford. He alwajrs evinced a 
fondness for military exercises, and organized the village boys into train-bands, 
with himself as commander. He commenced the practice of medicine at Bead- 
ing, and then, in 1774, be took command of a company of minute-men. With 
these, he assisted in anno3ring the British forces in their retreat from Concord, 
on the 19th of April, 1776, and soon afterward he was commissioned a major in 
the army that gathered around Boston. He assisted Prescott in throwing up 
the redoubt on Breed's Hill, but was absent on duty during the battle the next 
day. He remained with the Continental army at Boston until the following 
year, and then participated in the battles on Long Island and at White Plains. 
He was with Arnold in his expedition against St. Leger, at Fort Schuyler, on 
the Mohawk, in 1777, and bore the commission of lieutenant-colonel. At the 

1. On one occuion. when a bomb-shell wm about to bnrst, the Baron leapt Into a ditch, followed by 
Wayne, who fell on him. ** Ah, my dear fellow," said the Baxon, ** I know yon are always good at 
eoTering a retreat" .„ . 

9. 0«Mntl WlUUm North, <mi« of Um elds, erected a moral nunrament to the memory of St«ab«n, in a Oormen 
church in Nmmo Street, New York. It wm efterwsrda in the clinreh edi6c6 of that coDfrefetion, in Forsyth 
Street. Geaerei North wes United Stetee eenator, end wea twice Speaker of the New York AaiemblY. He puMd 
the latter yeers of hit llUe ia New London, Conneeticat, bet died in the ei^ of New York, on the dth of Janoary, 
liie, at the age of eiffhty-thiee years. 

.10. 
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battles at Saratoga, in September and October following, he performed signal 
services at the head of a regiment, and he is a conspicuous person in Trumbull's 
picture of the Surrender of Burgoyne. At the battle of Monmouth he was acting 
adjutant-general; and during the whole war he was a most valuable officer, 
especiallj while assistant mspector, under Baron Steuben. Washington always 
had the greatest confidence in his integrity and patriotism ; and in the crisis at 
Newburgh, in the Spring of 1783, when sedition and mutiny appeared rife, the 
commander-in-chief made Brooks his special confldantJ 

At the dose of the war, Colonel Brooks, poor in purse but rich in character, 
resumed the practice of his profession, at the same time he held the office of 
major-general of militia. He was a zealous friend of the Federal Constitution, 
and received local offices under it, from the hands of Washington. When war 
with England was declared in 1812, Greneral Brooks was appointed adjutant- 
general of Massachusetts, by Grovemor Strong ; and in 1816, he succeeded that 
gentleman as chief magistrate of his native State. For seven consecutive years 
he performed the duties of governor with dignity and fidelity; but declined a 
reelection in 1823, and retired to private life. He continued to evince mudi 
interest in societies to which he belonged, especially that of the Massachusetts 
Medical Society, of which he was president. Admiring his abilities as a states- 
man, the Faculty of Harvard University conferred upon him the honorary degree 
of Doctor of Laws. Oovemor Brooks died on the 1st of March, 1825, at the age 
of about seventy-three years. 



CHARLES CARROLL. 

rB last survivor of the glorious company of those who signed the Declaratioii 
of Independence, was Charles Carroll, who, to enable Sie British minlst^B 
to identify him as an arch-rebel, and not mistake his cousin of the same name, 
added "of Carrollton" to his signature on that great instrument He was cf 
Irish descent,^ and was bom at Annapolis, in Maryland, on the 20th of Septem- 
ber, 1737. His father was a Roman Catholic gentleman of larpe fortune, and 
sent Charles to the Jesuits' College at St Omer, in France, when he was 
eight years of age. There he remained six years, when he was tran^erred to 
another seminary of learning at Rheims. He was graduated at the College of 
Louis the Grande at the age of seventeen years. He then commenced the study 
of law at Bourges, remained there a year, then went to Paris and studied until 
1757, and finaUy completed his professional education in London. After an 
absence of twenty-two years, he returned to Maryland, in 1765, a finished scholar 
and well-bred gentleman. He found his countrymen in a state of high excite- 
ment on account of the Stamp Act, and at once espoused the popular cause with 
great zeal. He held a fluent and poweiiRil pen; and as early as 1771, Mr. Car. 
roll was known throughout the colonies as an able advocate of popular liberty. 

1. The remnant of the Conttnentsl army, stationed at Newburgh In 178S, became much discontented 
by the prospect of being soon disbanded without being paid the amount of arrears due, or any moriklM 
for the future being made fbr them. An anonymous writer (afterward acknowledged to be Ht^ 
Armstrong), called a meeting of the officers to adopt measures to compel Congress to maxe a satisfaetwy 
arrangement, or else to take redress in their own bands. Washington took immediate steps to prercM 
the convention, and called a meeting, himself, of the officers. It resulted in a noble exhibition of patrlnt- 
inn on the part of the great body, and the army was saved the disgrace of a motiDy, after so mmA 
■nffering in the glorious cause. 

2. EQs grandnther, Daniel Carroll, was a native of Littemouma, in Ireland. He was • clerk In ih» 
•See of Lord Fowls, and under the patronage of the third Lord Baltimore, principal proprietor et Ifary 
land, he emigrated to that colony in the reign of James II. 
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In 1772, he engaged in an anonymous newspaper discussion with the secretarj 
of the colony, in which he opposed the assumed right of the British government 
to tax the colonies without their consent. The unknown writer was thanked 
by the Legislature, through the public prints, for his noble defence of popular 
rights. When the author became known, he was at once regarded as the favorite 
of the people. 

Mr. Carroll early perceived, and fearlessly expressed the necessity of a resort 
to arms, and he was among the most zealous advocates for the political inde- 
pendence of the colonies, even before that question assumed a tangible form in 
the public mind. He was chosen a member of the first committee of safety, at 
Annapolis, and in 1775, took his seat in the Provincial Congress. The Mary- 
land convention had steadily opposed the sentiment of independence which was 
taking hold of the public mind, and that fact accounts for the delay in sending 
Mr. Carroll to the Continental Congress. He visited Philadelphia early in 1776, 
and Consjess appointed him one of a committee, with Dr. Franklin and Samuel 
Chase, to visit Canada on a political mission.^ Soon after his return, the views 
of the Maryland convention having changed, he was elected to a seat in the 
Continental Congress, too late to vote for independence, on the 4th of July, but 

1. See sketch of Archbishop CarrolL 
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in time to aflfix his signature to the instrament on the 2d of August. ^ Ten d&ja 
lifterward he was appointed a member of the Board of War, and held that posi- 
tion during the remainder of his service in Congress. He assisted in framing a 
constitution for his native State, in It 7 6, and in 1778, he left the national coun- 
cil to take a more active part in the public affairs of Maryland. He was a mem- 
ber of the Maryland Senate, in 1781, and in 1788, he was elected one of the first 
senators from that State in the Federal Congress. There he remained two years 
when he again took his seat in his State Senate, and retained it for ten conseo 
utive years. He then retired from public life, at the age of sixty-four years, an<? 
in the quiet seclusion of a happy home he watched with interest the progress of 
his beloved country for more than thirty years longer. When Adams and 
Jefferson died, in 1826, Mr. Carroll was left alone on earth, in the relation which 
he bore to his fifty-five colleagues who signed the Declaration of Independence. 
He lived on, six years longer, an object of the highest veneration ; and finally, 
on the 14th of November, 1832, his spirit passed peacefully and calmly firom <*arth, 
when he was in the ninety-sixth year of his age. 



EBENEZER STEVENS. 

MANY of the meritorious officers of the artillery service in the War for Inde- 
pendence have not found that prominence in history which they deserve. 
Among those thus overlooked was Greneral Stevens, who, firom the earliest until 
the latest period of the contest, was one of the most efficient and patriotic sol- 
diers of the time. He was bom in Boston, in 1752, and at an early age became 
thoroughly imbued with the principles of the Sons of Liberty.^ He was one of 
those who "made Boston Harbor a tea-pot, "^ in December, 1773, when fearing 
unpleasant consequences, he withdrew to Rhode Island. He went with the 
Rhode Island Army of Observation to Roxbury, under General Greene, in 1775, 
and his skill in the artillery and engineering department was such, that early in 
December of that year, Washington directed him to raise two companies of ar- 
tillery in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and proceed to join Montgomery in 
his attack on Quebec. The commission was speedily executed by ttie young 
soldier, and after great fatigue in dragging cannons through snow and over rough 
hills, the little expedition reached Three Rivers on the St. Lawrence, and heard 
of the disastrous blow given to the Americans, at Quebec. Stevens returned to St 
.John's on the Sorel, and rendered efficient service in the Northern Department 
during 1776. He was in command of the artillery at Ticonderoga> in 1777, and 
shared in the mortifications of St. Clair's retreat before Burgoyne, in July. He 
joined General Schuyler at Fort Edward, and was so distinguished as the com- 
mander of the artillery in the battles which resulted in the capture of Burgoyne, 
that Trumbull, in his picture of that scene, introduced Captdn Stevens in a con- 

1. Mr. Carroll was elected on the 4th of July, and took his seat on the 18th of the same monUi. He 
afflf ed his slgnattire to the Declaration, with most of the others, a little more than a fortnight aflenraxd. 
See.sketch of John Carroll. 

2. Daring the excitement incident to the Stamp Act, the patriotic opposers of the measure flamed 
associations for the purpose In the different colonies, and styled ihemselres Soru of JAberty. In Hkt 
manner a large association of ladies was formed in Boston, who pledged themselves not to use t«a. while 
an obnoxious duty was upon it, and called themselves Daughtertt of Liberty. A ftill account or ihtm 
associations will be found in Losslng's Pictorial Fidd Book ofihe Revolution. 

S. The people of Boston and other sea-ports resolved that cargoes of tea, which the East India Cqm- 
pany had sent to consignees in America, should not be landed so long as an Impost duty was lerted on 
the article. An attempt to land two cargoes in Boston caused a large company, some of Iham In tbt 
disguise of Mohawk Indians, to go on board of the vessels on a moonlight night, in December, 177S, toA 
break open and cast into the waters of the harbor, all the chests of the obnozioos artlde. 
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epicaous position. He continued in command of the artillery, at Albany, until 
the Autumn of 1*7 7 8, when he became attached to Colonel I^Vs regiment, in 
the New York line. He was made lieutenant-colonel, by brevet, in April, 1778. 
For the contemplated invasion of Canada, La Fayette selected him as the chief 
of his artillery; and early in 1781^ he accompanied the Marquis into Virginia, 
to oppose Arnold. Greneral Knox, the commander-in-chief of the artillery, had 
the highest confidence in his excellence, and invested him with full powers, in 
the Autumn of 1781, to collect and forward artillery munitions for the siege of 
Yorktown. In the decisive actions which resulted in the capture of Comwallis 
and his army. Colonel Stevens was eminently efficient ; and in Trumbull's pic- 
ture of that event, he is seen mounted, at the head of his regiment From th#t 
time until the close of the war, he was with Colonel Lamb at West Point and 
vicinity ; and when peace came, he commenced mercantile life in the city of 
New York. He accepted office in ihe military corps of his adopted State, and 
rose to the rank of major-general, commanding the division of artillery of the 
State of New York. In 1800, he superintended the construction of the fortifi- 
cations on Governor's Island, in the harbor of New York. He held the office 
of major-general of artillery when another war with England occurred, in 1812^ 
and he was called into the service of the United States, in defence of the city 
of his adoption. He was senior major-general until the return of peace, in 1816. 
For many years he was among the most distinguished merchants of the com- 
mercial metropolis, and died at the green old age of about seventy-one years, on 
the 2d of September, 1823. 



ISAIAH THOMAS. 

PRINTINGr, "the art preservative of all arts," haa been represented, at aU • 
times in its history, by men eminent for their intellectual greatness and 
extensive social and political infiuence. Philosophers, statesmen, and theolo- 
gians, of the highest order of genius, have been fellows of the craft. Eminent 
among the best was Isaiah Thomas, the historian of the art. He was bom ii^ 
Boston, in 1749, and at six years of age, being the son of a poor widow, he was 
placed in charge of Zechariah Fowle, a ballad and pamphlet printer, to learn the 
great art After an apprenticeship of eleven years, he went to Nova Scotia, 
where he worked for a Dutch printer, awhile. There, as well as in the other 
colonies, the Stamp Act was just beginning to create much opposition to the 
imperial government, and young Thomas, who had been nurtured in the Boston 
school of politics, took a prominent part against the measure. He was threat- 
ened with arrest, but the repeal of the act lulled the storm, and in 1767, he 
returned to New England. He afterward went to Wihnington, North Carolina, 
and also to Charleston, in search of employment, but without success. Disap- 
pointed and poor he returned to Boston, in 1770, and formed a business partner^ 
ship with his old master. It continued only three months, when Thomas pur- 
chased the printing establishment of Fowle, on credit, worked industriously and 
well, and in March following he issued the first number of " T?ie Massachusetts 
Spy ;^ a weekly political and commercial Paper; open to all Parties, but influ- 
enced by None." It gave the ministerial party a great deal of uneasiness, and 
vain efforts were made to control or destroy it.2 When the British held martial 

1. Fowle A Thomss had issued a trl- weekly paper wUh this name the previous year, but it did not 
continue long. The new weekly paper was printed on a larger sheet than any yet published in Boston. 

2. An article against the goremment, which appeared in the Spy toward the close of 1771. caused 
QoTetnor Hutchinson to order Thomas before the council, to answer. Tbe bold pnnt«r rtftased com- , 
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rule in Boston, in 1775, Thomas took his establishment to Worcester, and forff>- 
teen days after the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, he commenced the 
publication of the i^py, there. He continued in Worcester after the war, and 
was blessed with prosperity. He formed a partnership, in 1788, and opened a 
printing-house and book-store in Boston, under the firm of Thomas and Andrews. 
They planted similar establishments in other places, to the number of ei^t; 
and in 1791, they published a fine folio edition of the Bibla By industry and 
economy, Thomas amassed a handsome fortune, and was an honored citizen of 
his adopted town. He was one of the principal founders of the Antiquarian 
Society at Worcester, and was its president and chief patron. In 1810, he 
ppinted and published his History of PrivUing in America^ in two octavo volmnes, 
which has ever been a standard woric on the subject. He lived more than 
twenty years afterward, the Patriarch of the Press. His death occurred at 
Worcester on the 4th of April, 1831, when he was eighty-two years of age. 



RUFUS KINO. 

ALMOST every young man of talent, at the commencement of the War for 
Independence, engaged in the public service, civil or military, and often* 
times in both. Young men of every profession and from every class became 
soldiers, as volunteers or levies, or took part in the public councils. These 
were sdiools of the highest practical importance to those who were to be pai^ 
tidpants in the founding of the new republican confederation. Among the 
worthiest and most active oi' these, was Riifiis King, son of an eminent merchant 
.of Scarborough, Maine. He was bom in the year 1755, and received a good pre- 
paratory education under Samuel Moody, of Byfield. He entered Harvard College, 
in 1773, and remained there imtil the students were dispersed when the American 
army gathered around Boston. Young King resumed classical studies with his 
f^d teacher in the Autumn of 1775. He returned to college in 1777, and was 
graduated with great reputation as a classical scholar and expert orator. He 
studied law imder Judge Parsons, at Newburyport, after having served as aid 
to Greneral Olover, for a short time, in Sullivan's expedition against the British 
on Rhode Island, in the Summer of 1778. In 1780, he was admitted to the 
bar, and his first effort, as a pleader, was as adverse counsel to his eminent law- 
tutor. It was an effort of great power, and opened at once the high road to 
proud distinction in his profession. The people appreciated his talent; and in 

1784, he was elected to a seat in the legislatiu'e of Massachusetts. He was 
chosen a representative of Massachusetts, in Congress, the same year; and in 

1785, he introduced a resolution, in that body, to prohibit slavery in tiie terri- 
tories north-west of the Ohio river. In 1 787, he was chosen a delegate to tiie 
Federal Convention, and there he was one of the most efficient and ssealoos 
friends of the constitution framed by that body. In the Massachusetts conven- 
tion called to consider that instrument, he nobly advocated its high d^ms to 
support He soon afterward made New York city his residence, for there he 
had married Miss Alsop, daughter of one of the delegates in the first Continental 
Congress; and there was a wider field for his extraordinary mental powera 
He was chosen a member of the State Legislature, in 1789, and in the Sammer 



pliance ; and the attorney -Renentl tried, but in vair., to hare him indicted br the irrand J1117. Bach 
reaistance was made to these measorca, thai the govenimant at langth deemed it proteit to oatia iftrti 
10 lilanoe hia seditioiM roice. 
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of that year, he and Greneral Schuyler were elected the first senatortj in Congress, 
from New York. On the promulgation of the treaty made by Jay, with the 
British government, in 1794, there was much excitement, and King and Hamil- 
ton warmly defended it, in a series of papers signed CamiUus^ all of which, ex- 
cept the first ten, were written by the former. In the United States Senate, he 
was one of the most brilliant of its orators, and his influence was everywhere 
potential. 

In the Spring of 1796, President "Washington appointed Mr. King minister 
plenipotentiary to Great Britain, where he continued to represent his country 
with great dignity and ability during the whole of Mr. Adams' administration, 
and the first two years of Mr. Jefferson's. During his sojourn in London, he 
successfully adjusted many difficulties between his own government and that of 
Great Britain, and he possessed the warmest personal esteem of the first men in 
Europe. Afl;er his return home, in 1803, he retired to his farm, on Long Island, 
and remained in comparative repose until aroused to action by the events im- 
mediately preceding the war declared in 1812. While at the court of Great 
Britain, he had made unwearied efforts to induce that government to abandon 
its unjust and offensive system of impressing seamen into the naval serrice, and 
lie took an active part in public af&irs during the first year of the war. i[e was 
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elected to the United States Senate, for six years, in 1813, and in 1820, he was 
reelected for the same length of time. Hoping to be useful to his conntay in the 
adjustment of some foreign relations, Mr. King accepted the appointment of 
minister to Great Britain, from Mr. Adams, in 1825, and took up his residence 
in London. Severe illness during the yo3rage disabled him for active duties, and 
after being absent about a year, he returned home. His health gradually &iled, 
and on the 29th of April, 1827, he died at his seat, near Jamaica, Long Island, 
at the age of seventy-two years. 



HENRY LEE. 



rES right arm of the Southern army, under General Gree^ne, was the legion 
of lieutenant-oolonel Henry Lee, and its commander was one of the meet 
usef\il officers throughout the war. He was bom in Virginia, on the 29th of 
January, 1756. His early education was intrusted to a private tutor under his 
other's roo^ and his collegiate studies were at Princeton, under the guidance 
of the patriotic Dr. Witherspoon. There he was graduated in 1774; and two 
years afterward, when only twenty years of age, he was appointed, on the nom- 
ination of Patrick Henry, to the command of one of the six companies of cavalry 
raised by his native State for the Ck)ntinental service. These were at first under 
the general command of the accomplished Colonel Theodoric Bland.^ In 1777, 
Lee's corps was placed under the immediate command of Washington, and it 
soon acquired a high character for discipline and bravery. Its leader was pro- 
moted to major, with the command of a separate corps of cavalry; and with 
this legion he performed many daring exploits. In July, 1779, he captured a 
British fort, at Paulus's Hook (now Jersey City), for which Congress gave him 
thanks and a gold medaL He was at Tappan when Andr^ was tried and con- 
demned, in the Autumn of 1780; and from his corps Washington selected the 
brave Sergeant Champe to attempt the seizure of Arnold, in New York, so as 
to punish the really guil^, and let the involuntary spy go free.2 

Lee was promoted to lieutenant-colonel, in November, 1780, and early in 1781, 
he joined the army under Greene, in the Carolinas. In connection with Marion, 
and other Southern partisans, he performed efficient service for many months, in 
the region of the Santee and its tributaries. He was active in Greene's fiunous 
retreat before Comwallis, from the Yadkin to the Virginia shores of the IHm, 
and in the battles at Guilford, Augusta^ Ninety-Six. and Eutaw Springs, the 
services of his legion were of vast importance, for Lee was always in the fitmt 
of success as well as of danger. Soon after the latter battle, he left the field^ 
returned to Virginia, and married a daughter of Philip Ludwell Lee, of Stratford. 
He bore to civil life the assurance of his Southern commander, that his services 
had been greater than those of any one man attached to the army. 

Mr. Lee resided with his fkther-in-law, and in 1786, was elected to a 



1. He was a natiye of Virginia, qnallfled himaelf for the practice of medicine, but cast it aside for tbe 
duties of a soldier, when the war broke out. He performed many brilliant serrloes with his corps of 
drMOons, and he was In command of the British and GeVman captives, taken at Saraton^ while on 
thfl& march to, and residenoe in Virginia. In 1780, he was elected to a seat in Congress. He was cp- 
posed to the Federal Constitution, but acquiesced in the will of the majority, and represented his district 
fai the Federal Congress. He died at New York, in Jnne, 1790, while attending a sessira of Congrssa 
at the age of forty-eight years. 

2. Washington was anxions to save Andre, and made great efforts to secure the poaon of Arnold. 
Sergeant Champe went to the British in New York, as a deserter, enlisted in Arnold's eorps, and Jut 
as his scheme for seising the traitor and couTeying him across the Hudson, on a dark nint, was p«r- 
f ected, that co^s embarked for Virginia, with Champe. He afterward deserted, and Joined Lee's kpoft 
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the Contmental Congress, where he served his constituency fiiithfiilly until the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution. In 1791, he succeeded Beverly Randolph 
as governor of Virgmia, and held that office three consecutive years. When, in 
1794, resistance to excise laws was made in Western Pennsylvania, and the 
speck of civil war, known as The Whiskey Inmrrectiorij appeared, Washington 
appointed Governor Lee to the command of the troops sent to quell the rebellion. 
He performed his duty well, but made many bitter enemies among the con- 
temners of the law. In 1799, he was a member of the Federal Congress, and 
was chosen by that body to pronoimce a funeral oration, on the death of Wash- 
ington, in the hall of the House of Representatives. He retired to private life, 
in 1801, and for many years was much annoyed by pecuniary embarrassments. 
It was while restrained within the limits of Spottsylvania county, by his creditors, 
in 1809, that he wrote his interesting i&TTwir* of the War in the Southern Depart- 
ment of the United States. He was active in attempts to quell a political mob, 
in Baltimore, in 1814, and was so severely wounded, that he never recovered. 
Towards the close of 1817, he went to the West Indies, for his health, but foimd 
no sensible relief On his return the following Spring, he stopped to visit a 
daughter of General Greene, on Cumberland Island, on the coast of Georgia, 
and there he expired on the 25th of March, 1818, at the age of sixty-two yes^^ 



JOHN RUTLEDOE. 

LIKE Governor Trumbull in New England, John Rutledge was the Boul of 
patriotic activity in South Carolina, during the darkest period of the Revo- 
lution, whether in civil authority or as general director of military movements. 
He was a native of Ireland, and came to America with his fother. Doctor John 
Rutledge, in 1735. After receiving the beat education that could be obtained 
in Charleston, he went to London, and prepared for the profession of the law, at 
the Temple.^ In 1761, he returned to Charleston, became an active and highly 
esteemed member of his profession, and stood shoulder to shoulder with Gadsden, 
Laurens, and others, in defence of popular rights. He was chosen one of the 
representatives of his adopted State, in the first Continental Congress, with his 
brother, Edward, as one of his colleagues. When, in the Spring of 1776, tlw» 
civil government of South Carolina was revised, and a temporary State Consti- 
tution was framed, Rutledge was appointed president of the State, and com- 
mander-in-chief of its military. Under his efficient administration, Charleston 
was prepared for the attack made in June, by Clinton and Parker, and the enemy 
was repulsed. His patriotism was never doubted, yet, like many others of the 
aristocracy, he had not entire feith in the wisdom and integrity of the people. 
When, therefore, in 1778, a permanent constitution for South Carolina was 
adopted, he refused his assent, because he thought it too democratic. His preju- 
dice yielded, however, and in 1779, he was chosen governor under it, and waa 
invested with temporary dictatorial powers by the legislature. He took the 
field at the head of the militia, and managed both civil and military affairs with 
^•eat skill and energy, until affcer the fall of Charleston, in 1780.2 When Greene, 
aided by the southern partisan leaders, drove the British from the interior, to 

1; TM« WM the most celebrated place for law students in London. The bnilding or buildings were so 
called, because they formerly belonged to the Knights Templars. They are designated as the Inner 
m. the Middle Temple. The original Temple-hall, or house of the Templars, was erected in 1672; aod 
Temple-bar was built Just one hundred years afterward. 

2. Charleston was besieged in the Spring of 1780, by a combined land and naval force, under General 
Sir Henry Clinton and Admiral Arbuthnot. It was defended by Lincoln, with a feeble force, for aearlr 
three moniha. On the 12th of May, 1780, it was surrendered to tiie Britisii. 

7* 
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the sea-board, in 1781, Rutledge convened a legislative assembly at Jackson- 
borough, and thoroughly re-established civil government. After the war he 
was made judge of the Court of Chancery. He was a member of the convention 
that framed the constitution of the United States; and in 1*789, was elevated to 
the bench of the Supreme Court of the Eepublic, as associate justice. He was 
appointed chief justice of South Carolina, in 1791 ; and in 1796, he was called 
to the duties of chief justice of the United States. In every official station he 
displayed equal energy and sterling integrity; and while yet bearing the robes 
of the highest judicial office in the Republic, he was summoned from earth. Wa 
death occurred in July, 1800, when he was about seventy years of age. 



JOHN LANODON. 

" VOUR head will be a button for a gallows rope," said Secretary Atkinson to 
X young John Langdon, toward the close of 1774, after he and others, 
among whom was the ftiture Greneral Sullivan, had seized the fort at Portsmouth, 
and carried off a hundred barrels of powder, and a quantity of small arms, before 
Governor Wentworth even suspected such a daring enterprise.^ That brave 
hero and future statesman was bom in the town of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, in 1740. He was educated at a public grammar school, prepared himself 
for mercantile life, and prosecuted business upon the sea until the great ocean 
of public feeling began to be agitated by the tempest of the Revolution. Then 
he espoused the republican cause, and his first overt act of rebeUion and treason 
was tiie seizure of the powder and arms, above alluded to. In January, 1775, 
he was chosen a delegate to the Continental Congress. There he remained 
until 1776, when affairs in his own State demanded his presence there. He also 
served as a volunteer in some military expeditions. In 1777, he was Speaker 
of the New Hampshire Assembly ; and when Burgoyne was approaching the 
Hudson with his invadmg army, and the whole Nortii and East were in com- 
motion, Langdon offered to loan the State three thousand hard dollars, and the 
avails of his silver plate and some West India goods, to equip men for the anny 
under Gates, remarking that if the American cause shoi:Qd triiunph, he would 
get his pay, if not, his property would be of no value to him. He did more, for, 
with many members of the New Hampshire legislature, he served as a volunteer 
in the battles at Saratoga, which resulted in the capture of Burgoyne. Mr. 
Langdon was president of the New Hampshire convention that framed the State 
Constitution, in 1779; and the same year he was appointed Continental agent 
to contract for building some ships for the service of Congress. He was agaih 
elected to a seat in Congress, in 1783, and in March, 1785, he was chosen ^d 
magistrate of his native State. He represented New Hampshire (with Nicholas 
Gilman) in the convention which framed the Federal Constitution, was its zeal- 
ous supporter, and after serving another term as governor, or president of his 
State, was chosen to a seat in the United States Senate, where he served about 
ten years. He was afterward an active member of the State Legislature, and 
was governor of the State almost four years. He retired into private life, in 
1812, whither he carried the most profound respect of his countrymen. That 
venerable patriot died at his birth-place, on the 18th of September, 1819, at the 
age of seventy-eight years. 

*v^'^ Atkinson was Langdon's personal friend, and was In earnest The crowd present assured Lamrdos 
that they would protect him at all hazards. Atkinson advised him to flee from the coantrr, but tba 
jgg« Pjg^w«Ml«»d» «Ml In aU tha trying scenes that soon foUowed he was noWy rastained by his 
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ROBERT FULTON. 

TTHB genius of Fulton was of no ordinary mold. It began to unfold in less 
1 than ten years after his birth, which occurred at Little Britain, Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, in 1765. His parents were industrious and virtuous 
natives of Ireland, in easy but not affluent circumstances, and Protestants in 
religious faith. His early education was meagre, but application in after life 
supplied all deficiencies. At the age of seventeen years he was painting land- 
scapes and portraits in Philadelphia, and educating his mechanical faculties by 
observations in the workshops of that capitol. Pleased with his love of art, his 
friends sent him to London, at the age of twenty-one years, to receive instruc- 
tion in painting, from the eminent Benjamin West. He formed one of that 
artist's femily for several years ; and then, for a season, he resided in Devon- 
shire, and enjoyed the society of the Duke of Bridgewater and Earl of Stanhope,* 
whose tastes for mechanics developed and encouraged those of Fulton. 

Internal navigation by canals, and improvements in machinery, now engrossed 
his attention, and having heard of Fitch's experiments in the appUcation of 



I. R 'nhope w«« ihe inventor of the printing presB, known by his name, and which was in geneiai 
%fe oiitll ■ accwdad by tlw liiTantiim of AndMw r 
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steam to the propulsion of boats, a new and glorious vision Med his mind with 
its splendors. He abandoned the profession of a painter, and became a civil 
engineer. In the Summer of 1797, he entered the family of Joel Barlow, in 
Paris, and there, for seven years, he assiduously pursued the study of the nat^ 
ural sciences and of modem languages. There he became acquainted with the 
wealthy and influential Robert R. Livingston. That gentleman fired the zeal 
of Fulton, by representing the immense advantages to be derived fix)m the us^ 
of steam in navigating the inland waters of the United States. Wealth, talent, 
and genius joined hands, and Fulton and Livingston navigated the Seine, by q 
steam-boat, in 1803. They came to America, and in L^fJ^^ Hie steamer Cfer. 
TTMrU, Fulton's experiment boat, made a voyage i5:om New York to Albany, one 
hundred and fifty miles, in thirty-six hours, against wind and tide I His triumph 
was complete and his fkme was secured. 

Fulton received his first patent in 1809, and for several years he was engage<} 
in the perfection of steam-boat machinery, and in the improvement and con- 
struction of submarine explosive machines, called TbrpedoeSy to be used for blow* 
ing up vessels of war. He was successful in the construction of submarine 
batteries; and his great heart was delighted, in 1814, by the appropriation by 
Congress of three hundred and twenty thousand dollars, for the construction of 
a steam ship-of-war, under his directions. The FuUon was launched in July of 
that year; and he who saw in her another triimiph of his own genius and skill, 
was marching onward in the pathway of renown to great emoluments, when h^ 
was suddenly laid in the grave. He died on the 24th of February, 1815, at the 
age of fifty years. Six steam-boats were then afloat on the Hudson, and the 
honor of first crossing the ocean by steam power was just within his grasp, for 
he was building a vessel, designed for a voyage to St Petersburg, in Russia. 



HUGH WILLIAMSON. 

ONE of the most distinguished of the adopted sons of North Carolina, both for 
his intellectual acquirements, and his varied public services, was Hugh 
Williamson, a native of Nottingham, Pennsylvania^ where he was bom on the 
6th of December, 1735, the eldest of ten children. He was educated at the 
University of Pennsylvania, where he was graduated in 1757, and then prepared 
himself for the gospel ministry. He was licensed to preach, but ill he^th com- 
pelled him to abandon that vocation, and in 1760, he was appointed Professor 
of Mathematics, in the institution where he was educated. He resigned his 
professorship in 1764, and went to Edinburgh to study the science of medicine. 
He pursued the same studies, for awhile, at Utrecht; and in 1772, he returned 
to Philadelphia, and conmienced the successful practice of his profession. He 
took much interest in the subject of popular education, and near the dose of 
1773, he sailed from Boston for England, with Dr. Ewing, to solicit aid for an 
academy at Newark, in Delaware. The vessel in which they sailed conveyed 
the first intelligence to Europe of the destruction of tea in Boston Harbor. As 
Dr. Williamson saw the occurrence, he was summoned before the Privy Council, 
in February, 1774, to give information on the subject He gave a lucid account 
of the public feeling in America, and assured the Council that a persistance in 
enforcing parliamentary measures offensive to the colonists, would result in 
civil war. Soon after this he went to Holland and the Low Countries, and le- 
snained on the Continent until intelligence of the Declaration of Independency 
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by the Conlinental Congress reached him, when he sailed for America. Off the 
capes of the Delaware the vessel was captured by a British cruiser, but Dr. "Wil- 
Jiamson escaped in an open boat, with some important despatches. 

In I'ZTT, Dr. Williamson went to Charleston, and with a younger brother 
engaged in mercantile speculations. To avoid capture, he ordered his vessel, 
which h© had laden with merchandise for Baltimore, to proceed to Edenton, 
North Carolina, where he disposed of the cargo, and settled as a practising 
physician. The following year, he served as surgeon under Colonel Richard 
Caswell, and was at the head of the medical staff of that officer in the disastrous 
battle at Camden, in August, I'ZSO. He was permitted to attend his wounded 
countrymen within the British lines, and waa instnmiental in relieving much 
suffering. He resumed his profession, at Edenton, when peace was promised; 
and in 1782, he represented that district in the North Carolina legislature He 
was elected to Congress, in 1784, where he represented his adopted State for 
three years; and in 1787, he was a member of the convention that framed the 
Federal Constitution. That instrument was not regarded with fiivor, in North 
Carolina, and because of his zealous advocacy of it. Dr. WilUamson lost mudh 
of his popularity, for awhile. The cloud soon passed away, and from 1790 until 
1792, he represented the Edenton district in the Federsd Congress. He then 
retired to private life, and devoted himself to Uterary pursuits, making the city 
of New York, (where he married his wife in 1789), his place of residence. His 
most important production was a History of Norlh Carolina^ in two volumes, 
published in 1812. Two years afterward, he was associated with Dewitt Clinton 
in establishing the Literary and Philosophical Society of New York; and he 
was active in social life until the last. Dr. "Williamson died suddenly, while 
taking an evening ride, on the 22d of May, 1819, at the age of eighty-four 
years. 



RICHARD MONTGOMERY. 

IN September, 1759, the accomplished General Wolfe perished in the arms of 
victory on the Plains of Abraham, at Quebec, at the early age of thirty-two 
years. Near him, when he fell, was a handsome young soldier, ten years his 
junior, who, a little more than sLx:teen years later, was t£e commanding general 
in a siege of the same city, and also perished in the midst of his troops. That 
young soldier was Richard Montgomery, who was bom in the north of Lreland, in 
1736, and entered the British army at the age of twenty years. After the con- 
quest of Canada, he was in the campaign against Havana^ under Greneral Lyman ; 
and at the peace in 1763, he took up his residence in New York. He finally left 
his regiment, returned to England, and made unsuccessful attempts to purchase 
a majority. He sold his commission in 1772, came to America, and purchased a 
beautiful estate on the Hudson, in Dutchess county. New York. He soon after- 
ward married a daughter of Robert Livingston. It was a happy union, but 
those dreams of long years of domestic peace were soon disturbed by the gather- 
ing tempnest of the Revolution. Montgomery, with all the ardor of the people 
of his birth-land, espoused the patriot cause, joined the army under General 
Schuyler, destined for the invasion of Canada, and was second in command, in 
the Autumn of 1776, bearing the commission of a brigadier. Illness of the chief 
devolved the whole duty of leadership upon Montgomery, and he went on suc- 
cessftiUy until St. John, Chambly, and Montreal, were in his power. Congress 
gave him the commission of major-general, and amid the snows of December, he 
pressed forward to join Arnold in an assault upon Quebec For three weeks h» 
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besieged that city; and early on the morning of the 31st of December, while 
snow was fest falling, an attempt was made to take the town by storm. Mont- 
gomery was killed while leading a division along the shores of the St. Lawrence, 
benea^ the precipitous Gape Diamond. Arnold was also woimded at another 
point of attack, and the great object of the expedition failed. For forty yean 
the remains of Montgomery rested within the walls of Quebec. At the request 
of his widow, in 1818, they were disinterred, conveyed to New York, and placed 
beneath a mural monument, erected by order of Congress, on the external wall 
of the front of St Paul's church, in that city. Millions of people, passing along 
Broadway, have looked upon that monument, the memorial of one whose praises 
were spoken in Parliament by the great Chatham and Burke, and of whom Lord 
North said, " Curse on his virtues ; they have undone his country." He was in 
the fortieth year of his age when he feU.* 



JOSEPH BRANT. 

TTHAYENDANEGrEA, one of the most renowned of the warrior of the Six 
1 Nations of Indians in the State of New York, was a Mohawk of the pure 
native blood. His fe-ther was an Onondaga chie^ and Thayendanegea (which 
signifies a bundle of sticks, or strength), was born on the banks of the Ohio, in 
1H2. There his father died, and his mother returned to the Mohawk Valley 
with her two children — ^this son, and a sister who became a concubine of Sur 
William Johnson. She married a Mohawk, whom the white people called Barents 
which, in abbreviation, was pronounced Brant. Sir William Johnson placed tiie 
boy in Dr. Wheelock's school, at Lebanon, in Connecticut, where he was named 
Joseph, and was educated for the Christian ministry among his own people. Sir 
William employed him as secretaiy and agent in'public affidrs, with &e Indiana, 
and his missionary labors never extended much beyond the services of an in- 
terpreter for Mr. Kirkland and others. He was much employed in that businesB 
from 1762 to 1766. Under the stronger influence of Johnson and his &mily, 
Brant resisted the importunities of Mr. Eirkland to remain neutral when the 
war of the Revolution approached, and he took an active part with the British 
and Tories. In 1775, he left the Mohawk Valley, went to Canada, and finally 
to England, where he attracted great attention, and found free access to the 
nobility. The Earl of Warwick caused Romney, the eminent painter, to make 
a portrait of him, for his collection, from which the prints of the great chief 
have been made. Throughout the Revolution, he was engaged in predatoiy 
warfexe, chiefly on the border settlements of New York and Pennsylvania, with 
the Johnsons and Butlers ; and he was generally known as Captain Brant, though 
he held a colonel's commission, from the king. Brant again visited England, in 
1783, to make arrangements for the benefit of the Mohawks, who had left their 
ancient country, and had settled on the Grand River, west of Lake Ontario, in 
Upper Canada. The territory given them by the government embraced six 
miles 0^1 both sides of the river from its mouth to its source. There Brant was 
the head of the nation until his death. He translated a part of the New TeefeA- 
ment into the Mohawk language, and labored much for the spiritual and tem- 
poral welfare of his ruined people. There he died on the 24th of November, 
1807, at the age of sixty-five years. One of his sons was a British officer on the 
Niagara frontier, in the war of 1812 ; and a daughter manied W. J. Kerr, Eaq^ 
of Niagara, m 1824. 

1. The inscription on his monument says that he was thirty-seven yean old. This Is a miataka. 
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JOHN HANCOCK. 

EVERY American reader is familiar with the name and the bold, clerkly sig- 
nature of the president of the Continental Congress, in 17 7 6.* With a hand 
as firm as his heart, he affixed that signature to the Declaration of Independence, 
saying, "The British ministry can read that name without spectacles; let them 
double their reward."^ He was bom at Braintree, Massachusetts, in 173*7, and 
at an darly age was left to the care of a paternal uncle, a wealthy merchant of 
Boston, who cherished his future heir with great affection. At a proper age, 
John was placed in Harvard College, where he was graduated in 1764, when 
only seventeen years old. He then entered his uncle's counting-room as derk ; 
and such was his integrity and capacity, that in 1761, he was sent to England 
on a business mission. There he saw the coronation of George the Third, and 

1. The fac-simile above given is a third smaller than the original. It was reduced to accommodate it 
to Uie page. 

2. This was In refsrence to a large reward that had been oflTered for the apprehension of John Hancock 
aod Samuel Adama, early in 1776» they being considered arch-rebels. 
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became aoquainted with some of the leading men in London. When he wa» 
twenty-fiix years of age, his nnde died, and l^ft him a large fortune — the largest 
in New England — and he became not only one of the most eminent of the Boston 
merchants, but a leader in the best society of Massachusetts. Fond of popularity 
and the excitements of pubUc life, he entered the arena of politics, and became 
a leader of the repubhcan party in New England. He represented Boston in 
the Greneral Assembly, in 1766, and was much esteemed by those noble col- 
leagues, Otis, Gushing, and the Adamses. He stood shoulder to shoulder with 
those patriots in resistance to the obnoxious measures of parliament, which suc- 
ceeded the Stamp Act;* and one of the earhest of the popular outbreaks in 
Boston was in consequence of the seizure of one of Mr. Hancock's vessels by the 
officers of the customs.* He was an abettor of the tea-riot, in 1*7 73; and in 
March following, he boldly delivered the annual oration, in commemoi^on of 
the "Boston massacre."^ The same year he was chosen president of the 
Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, and also a delegate to the Conti- 
nental Congress, which convened in Philadelphia, in September. He was 
a member of that body the following year, and on the resignation of its 
president, Peyton Randolph, Mr. Hancock was chosen to fill that exalted seat. 
He performed his arduous duties with dignity and fideUty; and when, in 
July, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted, it was sent forth to 
the world with the names of only President Hancock and Secretary Thomson 
attached.^ 

Mr. Hancock's health became impaired, in 177t, by the ravages of gout, a 
disease hereditary in the fiunily, and he resigned his seat in Congress, and re- 
turned home, with a hope and desire for happiness in the repose of domestic 
life.s But his fellow-citizens soon sought his aid in the preparation of a constitu- 
tion for the new repubhcan State of Massachusetts. He assisted them with 
cheerfulness, and he was honored by an election to the chief magistracy of 
the commonwealth under its new organization. He held the office five con- 
secutive years, and then declined a reelection. In 1787, he was again elected 
governor, and held that position, by the annual choice of the people, until his 
death, which occurred on the 8th of October, 1793, at the .age of fifty-six years. 
From the first appearance of Mr. Hancock in public life, until his death, a period 
of about thirty years, no man was more popiilar in New England. He did not 
possess extraordinary talent, but was endowed with great tact, a dear percep- 
tion of human character and the secret of its control, and made a liberal and 
judicious use of his large fortune in acts of benevolence, and for pubUc good. 
He was beloved by all his cotemporaries for his courtesy and kindness of heart, 
and his enemies were only those who foolishly allowed political difierences to 
engender ill-will in their own hearts. 

1. In 1767i Mr. Hancock was elected a member of the execntiTe conncO, Irat the goTemor nifected 
him. He was again and again elected, and as often r^ected. At last the governor, who knew his 
eharacter well, and feared his, popularity, admitted him to a seat Previous to his first election to the 
council, the governor, hoping to win him to the cause of the crown, presented him with a Uentenant's 
commission. Mr. Hancock perceived the bribe in the proffered honor, and tore up the commisdon in 
the presence of the people. 

2. His sloop Liberty was seized by the officers of customs, under a charge of concealing amteaband 
goods. The people turned out, beat the officers, burned the government boat, and drove tEe olHcials to 
tiie fort in the harbor, for safety. 

8. See notes on pages fiO and Si. For several years a public oration was pronounced on the amdvosary 
of the event alluded to. 

4. The other signatures were attached to the document on the 2d of August following, when the Dec- 
laration was duly engrossed on parchment 

5. When, in 1778, Oeneral Sullivan prepared to attack the British on Rhode Island, and called upon 
the New England militia for aid. Mr. Hancock took the field, for a short time, as commander <tf tiK»« 
of his own State. He was a participator in the stirring events near Bristol Fenr. at tiaa nnHlwra end 
•f Rhode Island, in August, 1778. 
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HENRY LAURENS. 

THE descendants of the Huguenots, or French Protestant refligees, who fled 
to America toward the close of the seventeenth century, were all faithful 
to the principles of their ancestors when the War for Independence was kindling, 
and almost to a man were found on the side of the republicans. Of these, 
Ilenry Laurens, of South Carolina, was one of the most active and uncompromis- 
ing patriots of that period. He was bom in Charleston, in 1*724, became a sue- 
p cessful merchant, and in 1*7*70, retired from business with a large fortune. He 
had already taken part in the political movements in the province, and when lie 
went to England, in 1771, for the pleasure of change, he there heartOy espoused 
the patriot cause, in the d^utes then growing warmer and wanner. He even 
justified the people of Boston, in the destruction of the tea, in 1773, for he per- 
sisted in regarding it in its poUtical aspect only ; and in the British metropolis 
he was looked upon as a rebel, though he had not yet committed an overt act 
of rebellion. Mr. Laurens returned to Charleston, in 1774, and presided over 
the first Provincial Congress, held in that city in January, 1775. "When the 
Congress appointed a council of safety to act in its stead, Mr. Laurens was chosen 
president of that body. It was an office equivalent to that of governor, and 
ccmsequently he may be regarded as the first republican chief magistrate of 
South Carolina. When a temporary constitution for the new State was framed 
in 1776, he was made vice-president under it; and the following year he was 
elected to a seat in the Continental Congress. He was chosen its president, in 
November, 1777, but resigned the office in December, 1778. In 1779, Congress 
appointed him minister plenipotentiary to Holland, to negotiate a commercial 
treaty with that power, but he did not sail for Europe until the Summer of 1780. 
The vessel that conveyed him was captured by a British frigate. Mr. Laurens 
cast his papers into the sea, but as they did not sink immediately, they were 
recovered, and disclosed the &ct that Holland had already been in secret nego- 
tiation with the revolted colonies. That discovery led to a declaration of war 
by Great Britain against Holland. Laurens was taken to London, and imprisoned 
In the Tower about fourteen months, under a charge of high treason. Por some 
time he was not allowed the solace of conversation, books, pen, ink, paper, or 
the receipt of letters. That rigor was abated, yet his confinement made terrible 
inroads upon his constitution. At length public sentiment expressed its dis- 
pleasure because of his treatment, and the ministry, fearing retaliation on the 
part of the Americans, desired an excuse to release him. One of his friends was 
instructed to say, that he should be pardoned, if he would write a note to Lord 
North, and express his sorrow for what he had done. "Pardon!" exclaimed 
Laurens indignantly. "I have done nothing to require a pardon, and I will 
never subscribe to my own in&my and the dishonor of my children." He could 
never be induced to make the least concessions ; and finally, when public clamor 
fjr his release became too vehement to be longer disregarded, the ministry had 
him admitted to bail' on security procured by themselves, and he was discharged 

1. In tlMt eeremonj, when the words of the recofniiMnce, "Onr Sovereign Lord the King," were 
read, Mr. Laurens immediately said, " Not my sovereign I'' On another occasion, when he was requested 
to write to his son, John, then on amission to Prance, and advise him to leave that country, Mr. Laurens 
replied, ** My son is of age, and has a will of his own ; if I should write to him in the terms you request, 
it would have no elfect/he would only conclude that confinement and persuasion had softened me. I 
know him to be a man of honor. He loves me dearly, and would lay down his life to save mine ; but I 
am sore he would not sacrifice his honor to save mine, and I applaud him." That son was worthy of such 
a father. He was sent to France to solicit a loan. He was assured by Vergennes, the French minister, 
that his king had every disposition to favor the Americans. Toung Laurens withdrew to the opposite 
side of the room, and said, with emphasis, " Fawr, sir I The respect which I owe to mv country will 
not admit the term. Say that the obligation is mutual, and I cheerfully subscribe to the obligation. 
Bat as the last argument I shall offnr to your excellency, the sword which I now wear in dafsnce of 
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before the allotted time of trial. Lord Shelbume was then premier, and he 
solicited Mr. Laurens to remain in Europe, and assist in the pending negotiations 
for peace. Laurens complied; and in November, 1782, he signed the prelimin- 
ary treaty between the United States and Great Britain. Soon after that eyent, 
he returned home, suffering much from the effects of his rigorous confinement. 
His constitution was shattered beyond recoyery, and he steadily refused the 
honors of official station frequently offered him by his grateful countrymen. His 
health gradually failed, and on the 8th of December, 1792, he expired, when 
almost sixty-nine years of age. The following remarkable injunction, expressed 
in his Will, was literally complied with : "I solemnly enjoin it on my son, as an 
indispensable duty, that as soon as he conveniently can after my decease, he - 
cause my body to be wrapped in twelve yards of tow-cloth, and burnt until it 
be entirely consumed, and then, collecting my bones, deposit them wherever he 
he may think proper." 



JAMES OTIS. 



" ATIS ^ 
U ofi 



\ was a flame of fire. With a promptitude of classical allusions, a depth 
" research, a rapid summary of historical events and dates, a prc^usion 
of leg^ authorities, a prophetic glance of his eyes into futurity, and a rapid tor- 
rent of impetuous eloquence, he hurried away all before him. American Inde- 
pendence was then and there born." Such was the expressed estimate of the 
power and infiuence of James Otis, by John Adams, when writing of that early 
patriot's great speech against Writs of Assistance,* before the General Court of 
Massachusetts. He was the son of Colonel James Otis, of Barnstable, and was 
bom there on the 5th of February, 1725. He was educated at Harvard Coll^^e, 
where he was graduated in 1743. Choosing the law for a profession, he studied 
it under the eminent Jeremy Gridley, and commenced its practice at Plymouth 
when he was twenty-one years of age. Two years afterward, he went to Boston 
to reside, where his talent and integrity soon raised him .to a front rank in his 
profession. It was in 1761 that he made the powerfol speech above alluded to, 
on which occasion he was opposed by his law-tutor, Mr. Gridley, then attorney- 
general of the province. " Every man of an immense crowded assembly," wrote 
John Adams, "appeared to go away, as I did, ready to take up anns against 
Writs of Assistance." The following year Mr. Otis was elected to a seat in the 
Massachusetts General Assembly, and he became the head and front of opposi- 
tion to aggressive ministerial measures, in New England. In the Colonial Con- 
gress of delegates at New York, in 1765, gathered in consequence of the passage 
of the Stamp Act, Mr. Otis was an efficient member ; and the same year ho 
wrote and published, in pamphlet form, a powerful vindication of the rights of 
the colonies. It was re-published in London, and awakened the ire of ministers 
to such a degree that they threatened the author with arrest on a charge of 

France, as well as my own country, unless the saccor I solicit Is immediately accorded, I may be eon- 
pelled, within a short time, to draw against France as a British snhJect I must now inform your ex- 
cellency that my next memorial will be presented to his midesty, in person." Thia bold reply had (reat 
effect upoD Vergennes, for he most dreaded a reoonciliafvm between the United States and (treat BritaiD. 
True to his promise, Laurens attended at the audience chamber of the kinflr, the next day, and pr meets d 
his memorial, in person, to his majesty. It was handed to (lount Segur, and on the following day Lmdvm 
was oScially informed that the required aid should be given. The succor came, and in the AntUBB, by 
the assistance of French funds, and French soldiers and seamen, Comwallia was captured, and the death 
blow to British power in America was given. That noble young man was killed in a At>twi»«fc oa tte 
banks of the Combahee, at the close of TiostiUtfes, in August, «&, when he was only twenty-nine yean 
tvFr' 5^ 1^ ° Washington's aid, and that chief loved him m a child. Greene wrote, ** The Biaia 

Will lOdl tli8 loss* 

1. See note 2, page 122. 
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sedition. For several years, Hr. Otis held the office of judge advocate. Becom- 
ing disgusted with the continually developing government schemes to enslave 
the colonies, he determined to dissolve all personal connection with the crown 
party, and resigned that lucrative office, in 1767. 

Mr. Otis was sometimes unnecessarily caustic in the use of his tongue and 
pen. In the Summer of 1769, he published some severe strictures upon the 
conduct of the commissioners of customs, and early in September, he had a per- 
sonal affi-ay with one of them, named Robinson, and others. Robinson struck 
Otis a severe blow on the head, with a bludgeon, from the effects of which he 
never recovered. His brain was injured and his reason was dethroned. A jury, 
in a civil suit against the ruffian, awarded a verdict of ten thoifsaud dollars, 
damages. Otis had lucid intervals, and during one of them, he magnanimously 
forgave his destroyer when he craved the boon, and generously refused to re- 
ceive a dollar of the sum awarded to him. For many years afterward the patriot 
lived on, with his great intellect in ruins, a comparatively useless man and a 
deep grief to his relatives.* None loved him more devotedly, or grieved more 

1. The following anecdote is related of Mr. Otis aa llliistratiTe of his ready nre of liitin even dnring 
moments of mentis aberration. Men and boys, heartless and thoughtless, woald Fomctimes make them- 
selves merry at his expense when he was seen in the streets afflicted with lunacy. On one occasion he 
was passine a croclcery store, when a young man, who had a knowledge of Latin, sprinkled some water 
upon him from a sprinkling-pot with which he was wetting the floor of the second story, at the same 
time saying, Phdt Uuttmn. neteio quantum, Scis netuf "It rains so much, I know not how much. Do 
yoa know t" CMa immMilately picked up a missile, and, hurling it throngh the window of the crockery 
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bitterly, than his gifted sister, Merpy Warren, and to her hand and voice his 
occasionallj turbulent spirit lent a quick and willing obedience. When, at 
times, the doud was lifted from his reason, he talked calmly o[ death, and often 
expressedadesire to die by a stroke (^lightning. His wi& was gratified. On 
the 23d of May, 1783, he stood leaning on his cane, in the door of a friend^s 
house at Andover, watching the sublime spectacle of a hovering thunder-cloud, 
when suddenly a bolt leaped fh)m it like a swift messenger from God to his spirit, 
and killed him instantly.^ 

All through the great struggle for independence, to which his eloquence bad 
excited his countrymen, James Otis was like a blasted pine on the mountains — 
like a stranded wreck in the midst of the billows. It was just as the sunlight 
of peace burst upon his disenthralled country, that his spirit departed for the 
realm of unclouded intelligence. 



0" 



JAMBS ORAIK. 

)F the &mily physician of the great Washington, and the companion-in-arms 
of that beloved Leader in his earlier military career, there are but few rec- 
ords left, and these cluster like parasites around the huge proportions of the 
biography of the Father of his country. Dr. Craik was a native of Scotland, and 
settled in Virginia, while yet quite a youth. He accompanied lieutenant-colonel 
Washington in his expedition against the French and Indians in Western Penn- 
sylvania^ in 1754, and was a surgeon in one of the provincial corps, under Brad- 
dock, the following year. He dressed that officer's fatal wounds on the night 
of the battle of the Monongahela, and stood by Colonel Washington when he 
read the impressive funeral service of the Church of England, over the body of 
the fallen commander. Fifteen years afterward, while Br. Craik was exploring 
some wHd lands near the mouth of the Great Kenhawa, he met a venerable 
chie^ who said, that in the battle when Braddock was killed, he fired his rifle 
at Washington fifteen times, but could not hit him I His young warriors did 
the same, with a like result, and all believed that the Great Spirit specially pro- 
tected the young hero. 

Dr. Craik served in his professional capacity during portions of the War fbr 
Independence ; and at the siege of Yorktown, he was director-general of the 
hospital there. He accompanied Washington to the death-bed side of Mr. Custis 
—one of the children of Mrs. Washington ; and at the close of the war, he settled 
near Mount Vernon, by invitation of the Chief, and became his family physi- 
cian. When the good Patriot was suddenly prostrated by the disease which 
terminated his life, a servant was dispatehed, in great haste, for Dr. Craik. With 
all the attention of a dear fnend, and the skill of a good physician, he watched 
his noble patient until the last He lived to take an interest in another war for 
independence, but died in the midst of its tumult It was on the 6th day of 
February, 1814, when the spirit of the family physician of Washington left earth 
for the world of light and immortality. He was then in the eighty-fourth year 
of his age. 

store, it smashing ererything in its waj, exclaimed, Fr^ M, nmoio qmdt 8et$ ns fnf ** I ha>r* hnikm 

so many, I know not how many. Do yon knowf' 

_ 1. Honorable Thomas Dawes wrote a oommemoratlTe ode, tn whSeh he fhiu nftiied to Hip waaaamm 

Otte'deMh: 

*' Hark I the deep thunders echo 'round tbe iklee t 

On wings of flame the eternal errand lUes ; 

One chosen, charitable bolt is sped, 

' ' ^ - , glorfros dead.'* 



And Otis mingles with the | 
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TIMOTHY PIOKERINQ. 

' Through Salem strait, without delaj. 
The bold battalion took ita waj ; 
Marched o'er a bridfe, in cn>en sight 
Of several Yankees armed for flght ; 
Then, without loss of time or men, 
Yeer'd 'romid for Boeton, baek ai^in. 
And found so well their projects thriTO, 
That every soul got back auTe." 

rUS wrote Trumbull, in his McFingal,^ concerning an event at Harblehead, 
in Massachusetts, in which Colonel Timothy Pickering, one of the most 
useful of the military and civil officers of the Republic in its earlier days, was 
chief actor. Pickering was a native of the ancient town of Salem, intEssex 
county, Massachusetts, where he was bom on the ITth of July, 1745. He en- 
tered Harvard College, as a student, at the age of fourteen years, and was grad- 
uated at nineteen, with the usual college honors. He studied law, and entered 
upon its practice at the moment when the tempest of popular indignation, raised 
by the Stamp Act, was sweeping over the land. He entered the arena of polit- 
icaX discussion, and was at once the avowed champion of popular freedom. For 
several years he was register of Salem, and colonel of the Essex militia; and 
when, in 1774, the people of Salem resolved to address General Gage on the 
subject of the Boston Port-Bill, Colonel Pickering was chosen to prepare it, and 
present it in person to the governor.^ A few months afterward, he had the 
honor of making the first resistance to the invasion of the province by British 
troops. He was informed that a body of them had landed at Marblehead, for 
the purpose of marching through Salem to seize some American stores in the 
interior. It was Sunday, the 25th of February, 1775. The ministers of the 
churches dismissed their congregations. The men gathered at the call of Colonel 
Pickering, and when the invaders approached the Salem drawbridge, these 
minute-men boldly confronted them. Perceiving prudence to be the better part 
of valor, the British marched back to Marblehead, and returned to Boston. This 
was the event alluded to by the poet. 

Early in the Spring of 1775, Colonel Pickering was chosen judge of the Court 
of Common Pleas, of Essex; and when, on the 19th of April, intelligence of the 
skirmish at Lexington reached him, he hastened, at the head of his regiment, to 
intercept the invaders. After that he exercised the duties of his judgeship, until 
the Autumn of 1776, when, at the head of seven hundred Essex men, he joined 
the army under "Washington, near New York, and was with him in his memorable 
retreat across the Jerseys, toward the close of that year. He continued with 
the chief until the Winter of 1777-'8, when he was appointed, by Congress, a 
member of the Board of War. In the battles at Brandy wine and Germantown, 
he had acted as adjutant-general, and his miUtary skill and experience, com- 
mended him highly to his commander and the national council. In 1780, he 
succeeded General Greene in the important office of quartermaster-general. He 
performed the duties of that office efficiently until the close of the war, and then 
he made Philadelphia his residence. Difficulties soon afterward occurred among 
the Connecticut and Pennsylvania people, in the Wyoming Yalley, and Mr. 
Pickering was appointed by his adopted State, to attempt a settlement of the 

1. See sketch of John Tmmbnll, the poet. 

2. For the purpose of punishing the people of Boston for the destmction of the cargoes of tea, In 1773, 
parliament decreed that theport of that city should be closed-^hat no Tessels should enter or cleat 
there, and tiiat the Custom Etouse and other public offices should be removed to Salem. , The act took 
eflTect on the 1st of June, 1774. Great distress ensued. The people of Marblehead gare the Bostonians 
free use of their docks, and in the Address alluded to In the text, the people of Salem rfftued ta reo«lTt 
mnj fkTora at the expense of tiieir neighbors of Boston. 



Digitized by 



Google 



166 WILLIAM GOEDON. 



troubles. There he suffered personal ill-treatment, his life was endangered, and 
he finally returned to Philadelphia. In 1790, he was a member of the conven- 
tion to revise the constitution of Pennsylvania; and the following year Wash- 
ington appointed him Postmaster-general, as successor to Mr. Osgood. He con- 
tinued in that office until the resignation of General Knox, almost four years 
afterward, when he succeeded that officer as Secretary of War. The same year 
he was appointed Secretary of State, and held the position until 1800, when Mr. 
Adams removed him for poUtical causes. Mr. Pickering was then fifty-five years 
of age, poor in purse, but rich in integrity. He built a log cabin for his &mily 
on some of his wild land in Pennsylvania^ and commenced the arduous task of 
clearing it for cultivation. Generous friends purchased the tract at a liberal 
price, and he returned to his native State, out of debt and possessing a moderate 
competence. The legislature of Massachusetts chose him to represent that State 
in the tlnited States Senate, in 1803; and, in 1805, he was reelected for six 
years. He was a member of the Board of War, of Massachusetts, in 1812, and, 
in 1814, he was elected a member of the United States House of RepresentativesL 
Old age now began to demand repose, and he retired from public life, in 181*7. 
He was permitted to live about twelve years longer ; and on the 29th of January, 
1829, he died at Salem, when almost eighty-four years of age. 



WILLIAM aORDON. 

rB most faithful and impartial History of the American Revolution, by a 
cotemporary author, was written by William Gordon, an English independ- 
ent clergyman, who was in America during the struggle of the colonists fiw 
civil and political freedonu He was bom in Hertfordshire, England, about the 
year 1T40, and at an early age was pastor of an Independent congregation at 
Ipswich, where his faithfulness in reproving Sabbath-breakers, made him manj 
enemies, and gave him an uneasy place. He became successor to Dr. Jennings 
as pastor of a church at Wapping, and was so much beloved, that he might have 
passed his life pleasantly there. But he had long yearned to make America his 
home, and, in 1770, he sailed for Boston. For about a year he preached in one 
of the churches at Bozbury; and in July, 1*7*72, he was chosen its pastor. He 
was a republican, and soon became identiiSed with the popular party, in Massa- 
chusetts, in opposition to the crown. When the Provincial Congress of that 
colony was formed, in 1774, Dr. Gordon was chosen its chaplam, and he con- 
tinued a faithful adherent to the patriot cause, After the promulgation of the 
Declaration of Independence, in 1776, he conceived the idea of writing a history 
of the progressing struggle, and be kept full notes during the entire war. When 
it was ended, he was allowed free access to public records, and to the papers 
of Washington, Greene, Gates, and other distinguished officers. In 1786, ho 
returned to his native country, completed his history, and published it in Lon- 
don, in 1788. It was soon afterward re-published in New York, in three volumes. 
The work is now very scarce. The author received about fifteen hundred 
dollars lor his service in its preparation. In 1793, he was settied as a pastor at 
St. Neots, in Huntingdonshire, but his unpopularity as a preacher, on account 
of evidentiy failing intellect, caused his fiiends to persuade him to resign. He 
afterward made his residence at Ipswich, where he preached a few occasional 
sermons. Soon his memory became a blaiik, he sunk into imbedlity, and thus 
remained, until his death, on the ].9th of October, 1807, when nbout oereii^ 
i^vea years of age. 
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DAVID RAMSAY. 

THB authors of our country are indebted to Dr. David Ramsay, of South 
Carolina, one of the earliest historians of the "War for Independence, for the 
first suggestions and efforts in relation to a copyright law.^ He was bom of 
Irish parents, in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the 2d of April, 1749, and 
at a suitable age was placed in the College at Princeton, New Jersi y. There 
he was graduated in 1765, and after performing the duties of tutor in a private 
femily in Maryland for about two years, he commenced the study of medicine,, 
in Philadelphia. In 1772, he entered upon its practice there, but, at the solicit- 
ation of friends, he made the city of Charleston his residence, the following year. 
There he soon took a front rank as a physician and scholar, and being an ardent 
patriot, he became a poUtical leader by the side of Gadsden, Laurens, and others. 
His pen and tongue were ever busy in the good cause; and he also attended 

1. Soon after the assembline of the first Federal Corgregs, under the new Congfitntlon, In 17P9. Dr. 
Ramsaj nent in a petition, asking for the passage of a law fhr securing to him and his heirs the exclusive 
right to vend and dispose of his books, respectively entitled. The Higtory of the Revolution, in South 
OamHna and A History of the American RevciaHon. A bill for that purpose was ft-amed and discussed. 
Finally, In August, It was "postponed until the next Congress." A similar bill was Introduced in 
January ^790, and on ttie SOtb of April fpUowing, tb« first CQpyrfght l»w re(Pr49cl op fb? 9t#tute book* 
ff Gongdwii, WM passed, 
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the republican army as a surgeon much of the time until after the siege of 
Savannah, in which he participated. 

Dr. Ramsay was an efficient member of the Council of Safety, and also of the 
Legislative Assembly of South Carolina, and became a distinguished object of 
British and Tory hatred. He was in Charleston during the memorable siege in 
1780 ; and when it fell into the hands of the British, he was made a captive, and 
with many other eminent citizens, suffered banishment to, and imprisonment at, 
St. Augustine, in Florida. After an absence of eleven months, he returned, 
resumed his seat in the legislature at Jacksonborough, in the early part of 1782, 
and therein, after all his sufferings, he was one of the most earnest advocates 
of leniency toward the Tories. He was elected a member of Congress that same 
year, and continued to represent his adopted State, in that body, until after the 
close of the war. He was again elected to Congress, in 1785, and in November, 
1786, he was chosen its president, pro teinporey during the protracted absence of 
President Hancock. His first historical work, mentioned in his petition referred 
to in the note on the preceding page, was published in 1785, and his History of 
the American Revolution was issued in 1790. He now declmed all official stations 
and honors, and devoted himself to his profession, and to Hterary pursuits. He 
wrote a life of Washington, and published it in 1801 ; and in 1808, he published 
a History of SotUh Carolina.^ He then wrote a History of the United States ; 
and he continued the employment of all of his leisure hours in the preparati<»i 
of a series of historical works, intended to illustrate the state of society, literature, 
religion, and form of government of the United States of America, by a general 
historical view of the world. These he did not live to complete, accor^Ung to 
his original intention, yet they were sufficiently perfect to warrant their pub- 
lication, in twelve octavo volumes, in 1819. His History of the United States 
was brought down to the treaty of Ghent, in 1814, by the reverend Samuel 
Stanhope Smith, and .other literary gentlemen, and published in three octavo 
volumes, in 1817. In the midst of his useful and unwearied labors,* literaiy 
and professional. Dr. Ramsay was snatched from earth. He was shot by a 
maniac, near his residence, and on the 8th of May, 1815, his labors and his 
mortal life closed forever, when he was little more than sixty-six years of age. 



ROGER SHERMAN. 

IT is said that " Love laughs at locksmiths." So true Genius laughs at im- 
pediments, and gathers strength for conquests in proportion to the severity 
of* its conflicts. The life of Roger Sherman, a humble shoe-maker, illustrates 
the fact. He was bom in Newton, Massachusetts, on the 19th of April, 1722. 
While Roger waa an infant, his parents removed to Stonington, where they 
resided until the death of his father, in 1741. Roger was then nineteen years 
of age. He had been apprenticed to a shoemaker, but now the necessities of 
his mother required him to take charge of a small farm that her husband had 
left. They sold the estate in 1744, and went to reside in New Milford. Connec- 
ticut, where Roger's elder brother had married and settled. The journey waa 
performed on foot by Roger, and he carried his "kit" of shoemaker's tools, on 
his back. There he worked industriously at his trade, and at the same time he 
applied himself assiduously to study, for his early education was exceedingly 

1. This WAS an extension of a worlr, published in 1796, entitled, " A sketch of the loll, cUmat*, irtrtfair 
and diseases of South Carolina." 

2. Dr. Bamsay aeldom ilept mora tbaa t9V boon of tk» tweoty-fonr, Meh dtjr. 
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limited. He learned rapidly, for his mind was quick, comprehensive, and logical, 
and at his bench he acquired a vast amount of knowledge from books.* After 
awhile, he became a partner of his brother, in mercantile business, and employed 
his now more numerous leisure hours in the study of the law, but without a 
tutor or gmde. He soon became proficient in the requisite knowledge, and at 
the close of 1764, he was admitted to the bar. His talents at once drew public 
attention toward him, and in 1755, he was plocted to a seat in the General As- 
sembly of Connecticut. He was appointed a justice of the peace the same year ; 
and liter a law-practice of about five years, he received the appointment of 
judge of the court for Litchfield county. He made his residence in New Haven, 
in 1761, where he received the same official honors and emoluments. Ho was 
also chosen treasurer of Yale College ; and that institution conferred upon him 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts. In 1766, he was elected to the State 
Senate, and he fearlessly took part with the people in their opposition to the 
Stamp Act. He was a leading patriot in Connecticut, until the commencement 
of the Revolution ; and all through that struggle he was ever at his post of duty, 
for he regarded eternal vigilance as the price of liberty. He was elected a 
delegate for Connecticut in the first Continental Congress, in 1774, and he held 
a seat there during a greater portion of the war. He advocated independence, 
and signed the great Declaration. In 1783, he assisted in the revision of the 
laws of Connecticut, and he was a representative of that State in the convention 
that fVamed the Federal Constitution. In his State convention called to act 
upon it, he ably advocated its ratification, and for two years after the organiza- 
tion of our present government, he represented Connecticut in the Federal 
Congress. He was then promoted to a seat in the Senate of the United States, 
and occupied that honorable position at the time of his death, which occurred 
on the 23d of July, 1793, when in the seventy-third year of his age. He then 
held the office of mayor of New Haven, having been the first chosen to that 
port of duty, after the borough was organized as a city. 



RICHARD PETERS. 

THE first Secretary of War, of the United States, was Richard Peters, an em- 
inent jurist and agriculturist of Pennsylvania. He was bom near Phila- 
delphia, on the 2 2d of August, 1744, and was educated at the college in that 
city, where he was graduated in 1764. He had acquired a thorough knowledge 
of the Greek and Latin languages, and spoke the French and German fluently. 
He chose the profession of law as a pursuit, and his knowledge of the German 
language was of essential service to him in the management of property cases 
in the interior of Pennsylvania. He was distinguished for wit and humor, and 
when he accompanied a delegation to confer with some of the Six Nations of 
Indians, his vivacity so pleased the children of the forest, that he was formally 
adopted as a son, by the Senecas. At the opening of the Revolution he appeared 
in the field as captain of a company of volunteers; and when, in June, 1776, a 
Board of War was appointed by Congress, Mr. Peters was chosen its Secretary, 
and thus became the first incumbent of that office, now one of the cabinet 
bureaus. He held that position imtil 1781, and performed the duties of his sta- 

1. He always had an open book by bit side, on the bench, and read at Intervals, when bin eyes were 
not reqaired upon his work. He thus acquired a fair knowledg* of mathematics, and before he was 
Iwtiit^-oiM years of age he made astronomical calcuUtions for im Alwanaft published in New York. 
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tion with great ability.' He was succeeded by Greneral Lincoln, and retired 
with the expressed thanks of Congress. He was then elected a member of that 
body, and was a representative of his State therein for several years. On &e 
organization of the Federal Oovemment, in 1*789, Mr. Peters declined a fiscal 
office tendered to him by "Washington, but accepted that of judge of the United 
States District Court of Pennsylvania. He bore the ermine with great hancu' to 
himself and country, for thirty-six years, and was always zealous in the promo- 
tion of the material interests of his State. In the construction of public worics 
of utility he was always foremost; and to him the. country is indebted for the 
use of gypsum in agriculture, and the introduction of clover. The subject of 
&rming occupied much of his attention, and he was one of the founders, and for 
a long time president of the Philadelphia Agricultural Society. Judge Peters 
died at Blockley, near Philadelphia, on the 21st of August, 1828, at the age of 
eighty-four years. 



EDMUND RANDOLPH. 

AMONG the most important members of the convention which firamed the 
Constitution of the United States, was Edmund Bandolph, the only son of 
John Randolph, attorney-general of Virginia. Of his birth and youthfol career 
History bears no record. He was quite a young man when the Revolution 
commenced, and was one of Washington's aids, at Cambridge, in 1*7*75. He left 
the army in November following, and returned to Virginia, on account of the 
death of his relative, Peyton Randolph, president of the Continental Congress. 
Four years later he was elected a member of that body, and represented his 
native State there until March, 1782. He succeeded Patrick Henry as gov- 
ernor of Virginia, in 1786, and it was chiefly through his agency that Waslung- 
ton was per^iaded to represent that State in the Federal Conventiim, in 1787. 
Randolph was very active in that convention, but, like Patrick Henry, he was 
so jezJous of State Rights, that he declined to affix his name to the Constitution, 
desiring to be free to act upon it afterward, as his judgment or the opinions of 
his constituents might dictate.'^ When the time came to act, his desire for union 
overcame his narrower scruples ; and in the Virginia State Convention he elo- 
quently advocated the adoption of the Federal Constitution. Washington made 
him the first attorney-general of the United States, under that compact ; and in 
1794, Randolph succeeded Mr. Jefferson as Secretary of State. He resigned 
that office in August, 1795, and turned his attention to his embarrassed private 
affairs. His resignation was in consequence of some misunderstanding with the 
administration; and in the Autumn of that year he published a Vindieaiitm. 
He then withdrew from public life, and never again entered the arena. He died 
in Frederick county, Virginia, on the 12th of September, 1813. 

1. Next to Robert Morris, Mr. Peters wm one of the most efficient men of the ReTOlnlloB, lo prorldiBC 
the •* ways and means " of carrTlng on the war. In the Summer of 1781, Washlrirton prepared to attark 
the British in New York, and was expecting the aid of Count De Grasse, with his sqaadron of Fraaek 
ships of war. He received notice that De Grasse's aid conld not he friTen. Wasbington wm greatly 
disappointed, but instantly he conceived the expedition to Virginia, which resulted in the captva •« 
Comwallis. Peters and Morris were then both in Washington's camp, on the Hudson. At tbe m am nt 
when he conceiTed the Virginia expedition, he turned to Peters, and said, " What can jtn do tir wmT* 

With money, ererythlng— without it, nothing," Peters replied, at tbe same time casting an muskm 
look toward Morris, the great flnanoler. "Let me know the sum yon deabe," said Iforrin. Bcftve 
noon Washington had completed his plans and estimates. Morris promised tbe money, and laiMd it 
upon his individual security. 

2. He endeavored to procure a Tote in the couTentlon, antboiWng amendmenta to be soboiittod by lh« 
BtateconventJoni, »p4 tQ b^ Uwlly 4ecid^ on by aootlker ffwnn Qonvvntkn, Tbli pt oyoB m cm ▼•• 
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JOHN JAY. 

AMONG the man j tnousands of the Huguenots of France who fled to England 
and America toward the dose of the seventeenth century, to escape fiery- 
persecutions, was Augustus Jay, a young merchant. He landed at Charleston, 
in South Carolina, but soon proceeded northward, and settled in the city of New 
York. There he married the daughter of Balthazar Bayard, one of the refugees 
who came with the New Bochelle colony.* These were the g^nd-parents of 
John Jay, the venerated American patriot and statesman. He was bom in the 
dty of New York, on the 12th of December, 1145. At eight years of age he 
was placed in a boarding school at New Rochelle, and at fourteen he entered 
King's (now Columbia) College, as a student. He was an apt scholar, and gave 
early promises of his subsequent brilliant career. He was graduated in 1764, 
bearing the highest honors of the college, and commenced the study of law 
tinder Benjamin Kissam. He was admitted to the bar in 1*768, and ascended 
rapidly to eminence in his profession. In 1774, he was married to the daughter 
of that sturdy patriot, "William Livingston (afterward governor of New Jersey^ 
and entered the politioal field, with great ardor, as the champion of popular 

\, See fk«tc1) of Jtcob UUltr. 
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ri^lito. llo was one of the most prominent members of the New Yofk committee 
of correspondence, in the Spring of 1774, and in September following, he took a 
seat in the first Continental Oongress. He was the youngest member of that 
body, being less than twenty-nine years of age, and he was the latest survivor. 
His genius as a statesman was exhibited in the Address to the People of Great 
Britain^ put forth by Congress. Jefferson, ignorant of its authorship, said, " It 
is the production of the finest pen in America." From that time Mr. Jay was 
identified with most of the important civil measures in his native State; and ho 
also performed much duty in the Continental Congress, imtil the Summer of 
1776, when all his energies were devoted to public business in New York. 
With tongue, pen, and hand, he was inde&tigable ; and as a member of tho 
convention at Kingston, in the Spring of 1777, he was chosen to draft a Stato 
Constitution. Under that instrument he was appointed chief justice of New 
York, and held his first term at Kingston, in September, 1777. He was an 
efficient member of the Council of Safety, appointed to act in place of the'legis- 
lature, when not in session. In the Autumn of 1778, he was again elected to 
Congress, and three days after taking his seat there, he was chosen its president. 
He filled the chair with dignity and vigor, until September, 1779, when he was 
appointed minister to Spain to obtain the acknowledgment of the independence 
of the United States, to form a treaty of alliance, and to borrow money. We 
cannot even refer to his numerous and efficient diplomatic services from that 
time until 1782, when he was appointed one of the commissioners for negotiating 
a peace with Great Britain. In all of them he exhibited consummate skill and 
statesmanship ; and to his vigilance we are indebted for advantages obtained by 
the treaty, of which the artful French minister attempted to deprive us. He 
signed the preliminary treaty, in November, 1782, with Adams, Franklin, and 
Laurens, and the foUowing year he affixed his signature to the definitive 
treaty. 

Mr. Jay returned to the United States, in July, 1784, and immediately entered 
upon the duties of chief of the foreign department of the government, to which 
he was chosen before his arrival. He occupied that station until the new or- 
ganization of government under the Federal Constitution, when he was appointed 
the first chief justice of the United States. He was a zealous advocate of the 
Constitution, with his pen,' and in the verbal debates in the State convention 
called to consider it. In 1794, Mr. Jay was appointed an envoy extraordinary to 
negotiate a commercial treaty, and settle some disputes between the United States 
and Great Britain. The treaty was not satisfactory to a great portion of his ooun- 
trymen, and as it also offended France and the "lYench party" here, intense ex- 
citement prevailed throughout the country. Yet he was sustained, and <m his 
return home, in 1795, he found the office of governor of his native State awaiting 
him. He was chief magistrate of New York until 1801, when he withdrew from 
public life to enjoy repose at his beautiful seat at Bedford, in Westchester county, 
although he was then only fifty-six years of age. He succeeded Elias Bondinot 
as president of the American Bible Society, and he was a generous patron of 
every moral and religious enterprise. Greatly beloved by all his firiends, and 
respected for his many virtues by his political enemies, that patriarch dT the 
Republic went peacefully to his rest, on the I7th of May, 1829, in tho eighty- 
fourth year of his age. 

1. He WM a oollwarae with Msdlaon and Hamilton, in writing the leries of papen known, in tha 
collected fonn. as Ths FederaU$L In that labor he was intermpted, for some uma, an acoomit of a 
seTcre wonnd ia the head, from a stone, hnrled daring a riot in Hew York, known at !%• JtoctsiV 
Mob, 
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ROBERT HOWE. 

BECAUSE of the excess of their patriotic zeal, Samuel Adams and John Han- 
cock, of Massachusetts, were denounced as arch-rebels, and were excluded 
from the offered advantages of a general amnesty. In Uke manner, Sir Henrj 
Clinton denounced Robert Howe and Cornelius Harnett, of the Cape Fear region, 
in North Carolina, in the Spring of 1176, and they were honored with the ban 
of outlawry because of their patriotism. Howe was bom iii Brunswick, North 
Carolina, but, strange to say, history bears no record of his private life, and both 
it and tradition are silent respecting the time of his birth and his death. W'hcn 
Josiah Quincy was in Wilmington, m 1773, he made the acquaintance of Mr. 
Howe, and said in a letter, descriptive of an evening spent in political discussion: 
" Robert Howe, Esq., Harnett, and myself made the social triumvirate of the 
evening." So bitter were the Tories agdnst Howe, that his property was several 
times injured ; and when Clinton appeared in the Cape Fear region, early in 1776, 
ne sent Comwallis, with nine hundred men, to indulge his petty spite by ravaging 
that patriot's plantation, near old Brunswick village. 

Howe was appointed colonel of the first North Carolina regiment, in 1775, 
and in December of that year, he joined Woodford, of Virginia, at Norfolk, in 
opposition to Governor Dunmore and his motley army.' For his gallantry there, 
Congress appointed him a brigadier in the Continental army, and ordered him 
to Virginia. He was with the army, at the North, during portions of 1776 and 
1777 ; and in the Spring of 1778, he was promoted to major-general, and placed 
in chief command of the Southern army. At his head-quarters at Savannah, 
he planned a campaign against the British and Tories in Florida, in the Summer 
of 1778. It fidled in its execution; and at the close of that year, he was driven 
from Savannah, by a British force under lieutenant-colonel Campbell. These 
reverses caused mm to be censured unjustly;' and when General Lincoln 
took command of the Southern army, Howe attached himself to that of the 
northern department, the following year. He cooperated with Wayne in his 
attack upon Stony Point, on the Hudson, in 1779. He was on duty in the 
vicinity of West Point and the Hudson Highlands from that time until near the 
close of the war. Washington appointed him, in two instances, to discharge 
the important duty of quelling a mutiny, first in the New Jersey line, and then 
in that of Pennsylvania. He always had the unbounded confidence of the eom- 
mander-in-chief. Though always a very useftil oflBcer, Howe never became 
distinguished for any great achievement. Like the actions of General Heath 
and many others, his line of duty lay in the useful rather than the l)riUiant — 
their military history is an epic, not an epigram. 



1. Danmore, the royal governor of VlrfrfnU, baring been driTen from Williainsbtirg, by the people, 
jommence 1 a depredatory V * * - - - « »•• - _ . ^.^ ^ * 

and negroes, yet, with the i 



commence 1 a depredatory warfare npon the coast of that State. His force consisted of Tory reAigees 
and negroes, jet, with the aid of some British ships, he succeeded in burning Norfolk, on the 1st of 
January, 1770. 



2l Among those who raised their voice against General Howe, was Christopher Gadsden, of Charles- 
ton. Howe required him to deny or retract. Gadsden would do neither, and a duel ensued. All the 
damage sustained by the parties, in the fight, was a scratch upon Oadiden's ear, br Howe's baU. Midor 
Andre wrote a humorous account of the duel, in eighteen stanxaa, to the tune of Tamkee DoodU. Ht 
•MMsladcs by layliic ; 

" Such honor did they both display, 
They highly were commended, 
And thus, In short, this gallant fray, 
'Vnthoui mischance, was ended. 

Ko f^b dispute, we may suppose. 

Will e'er by them be started ; 
And now the chiefe, no longer foes, 

'"" ": hands, and so they parted." 
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EDWARD LIVINGSTON. 

THE Livingston fomily in America, an off-shoot of a stock noted among the 
Scotch nobility of Queen Mary^s time,* has always been remarkable for fine 
specimens of talent, pubUc spirit, and genuine patriotism. Among the later 
members, Edward Livingston appears conspicuous as a statesman and jurist 
He was truly "to the manor bom," for his birth occurred at Clermont, Columbia 
county, New York, on the feudal estate known as Livingsion^a Manor , in the 
year 1764. He was at school in Kingston, Ulster county, when that village was 
burned by the British, in 1777, and two years afterward he entered Princeton 
College, and pursued his studies in the midst of alarms and interruptions inddent 
to the war then in progress. He graduated, in 1781, with only three othera 
Two of these were associated with him, thirteen years afterward, as membws 
of the House of Representatives, at "Washington. He studied law under Chan- 
cellor Lansing, at -Aibany, and was admitted to the bar in 1785. 

Mr. Livingston was called into public life, in 1794, by being elected a repre- 
sentative of the counties of New York, Queen's, and Richmond, in the Federal 
Congress, where he soon became a distinguished leader of the Republican party. 



1. See sketch of Bobert R. Livliicitoii. 
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He maintained a seat there until 1801, when he declined a reelecticxi, and resumed 
tha practice of his profession. President Jefferson soon afterward appointed him 
United States Attorney for the District of New York. He had filled the office 
with great ability, until the yellow fever broke out in the city of New York, in 
1803, when he was called to the performance of holier duties. Thousands fled, 
but Edward Livingston remained amid the pestilence, to visit the sick and bury 
the dead. He was finally smitten by the destroyer, but his useful life was spared. 
His public and private business had suffered greatly, and the un&ithfulness of 
some of those unto whom he had entrusted the performance of public duties, 
placed upon his shoulders almost crushing pecuniary responsibilities. He re- 
signed his office, took up his residence in New Orleans, and by assiduous atten- 
tion to his profession, was enabled to liquidate every debt, with interest. 

"When the British attempted the invasion of Louisiana, in 1814, Mr. Livingston 
offered his services to General Jackson, and they were accepted; and his pen 
wrote the noble defence of Jackson, when that officer was unjustly arraigned 
before the civil tribunal for alleged military tyranny. Mr. Livingston was the 
principal of a commission appointed to codify the laws of Louisiana; and he is 
the sole author of the penal code of that State, adopted in 1824. On the very 
. night when the last page of manuscript was prepared for the press, a fire con- 
sumed the whole, and he was two years engaged in reproducing it. That work 
is his noblest and most enduring monument. 

Mr. Livingston was chosen a delegate to the Federal Congress, in 1823 ; and 
in 1829, the legislature of Louisiana appointed him United States Senator. He 
became one of the brightest ornaments of that higher house, but after serving 
two sessions, he was called to the cabinet of President Jackson, as Secretary of 
State. In 1833, he was appointed minister to France, an office held, thirty 
years before, by his distinguished brother, Robert R. Livingston. His health 
failed soon after his arrival in Paris, and he returned to America, not, however, 
until he had satisfied his countrymen that he was fUlly competent to perform 
any duty to which they might call him. He was with his relatives in Redhook, 
Dutchess coimty, N«w York, when, on a bright morning in May (23d), 1837, the 
spirit of this laborious public servant departed for the l^d of rest. 



WILLIAM PRESOOTT. 

Lj ISTORI ANS have disputed concerning the chief command at the earliest 
Xl regular battle of the Revolution, known as that of "Bunker's Hill," some 
awarding that honor to Greneral Israel Putnam, and others to Colonel William 
Prescott. Documentary evidence is conclusive in fovor of the claim of Prescott, 
and its justice is not questioned at the present day. He was born in Goshen, 
Massachusetts, in 1726. Of his early life we have no reliable record. His fether 
was for some years a member of the Massachusetts counciL We first find a 
notice of William's public life, in his commission of lieutenant, under Oeneral 
Winslow, in the expedition against Gape Breton, in 1758. There he was dis- 
tinguished for his bravery. On his return, he left the service, and settled at 
Pepperell, as the inheritor of a large estate. He took quite an active part in the 
popular movements while the Revolution was ripening, and had command of a 
regiment of minute-men, in the Spring of 1776. The events at Lexington and 
Concord called him to the field, and he was very active in assisting General 
Ward in the organization of the impromptu army thaX gathered around Boston, 
in May and June following. Confidant in his military skill, General Ward 
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selected Colonel Preseott to fortify and garrison Bnnker's Hill, and on the even- 
ing of the 16th of June, 1776, he crossed Gharlestown Neck, for that purpose, 
with a thousand men, and intrenching tools, after an impressive prayer in theii 
behalf was offered up on the green at Cambridge, by Ihresident Langdon, of 
Harvard College. Breed's Hill being nearer Boston, Preseott proceeded to for- 
tify that, and at early dawn the next morning, the British in the city and on the 
shipping m the harbor,' were astonished and alarmed by the apparition dT a 
strong redoubt, ahnost finished, in a position which commanded their most im- 
pressible points. In the action that ensued, the following day — the memorable 
itth of June— Preseott was chief commander. Putnam was on Bunkei^s Hill, 
urging forward reinforcements, and General Warren was in the redoubt, as 
volunteer. Though driven from the Charlestown peninsula, the gallant colonel 
wished to attack the conquerors the next day, but was overruled by prudent 
counsellors. 

Colonel Preseott continued under the command of Washington until after the 
battle at White Plains, in the Autumn of the following year; and he served as 
a volunteer under Gates, until the surrender of Burgoyne, in October, 1777. 
After the war, he represented his district in the State legislature, and he was 
acting magistrate of Pepperell fh>m 1786 until his death. That event occurred 
on the 13th of October, 1796, when he was about sixty-nine years of age. 



CHARLES WILSON PEALE. 

" pBAY tell me, Mr. Hesselius," said a saddler's apprentice — ^a handsome 
1 young man of twenty — to an eminent portrait-painter in AnnapoliB, 
Maryland, as he stood before him with a good specimen of his mechanicid skill 
— " pray tell me how you mix such beautiful tints for your canvas.'' That 
saddler's apprentice was Charles Wilson Peale, afterward one of the most eminent 
painters in our country. He was bom at Charlestown, Maryland, in 1741, and 
in Annapolis he successively learned the trades of saddler, watch-maker, silver- 
smith, and carver. From the day when he asked Hesselius that Important 
question, his artist life began, for the generous painter cordially complied with 
his wishes. Peale studied the art and practised his mechanicsd trade, until aa 
opportunity offered for him to go to England and place himself under the tuto^ 
ship of the great West. He 'remained with that famous artist during the yean 
1770, and 1771, when he returned to America, and practiced his art, as a portrait- 
painter, without a rival for fifteen years. When the Revolution broke out, he 
joined- the army and was at the head of a company in the battles at Trsnton, 
Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. While at Valley Poige, in the 
Winter of 1777-8, he conceived the grand design of making a gallery of portraits 
of all the distinguished actors in the Revolution, American and foreign, and 
commenced the task with vigor.* In the Spring of 1778, when the army moved, 
he gathered up his art materials, and, at the head of his company, he fou^^t gal* 
lantly at Monmouth. He had commenced a fiill-length portrait of Washingtcm, 

1. One of the Tessels, named Faleon, anchored within short cannon shot of Breed's Hin, was ctm- 
manded by Captain Linxee, of the British navy. It is a slngnlar fact in the cnrlomhlilory of eeta- 
eidences, that William H. PresootL the eminent historian, and grandson of Col<m«l Uniliaai Pnteott, 
married a grand-daughter of Captau Linzee. The swords nsed by Ck>Ionel Preeoott and Captain filaws, 
at the time of the battle on Breed's Hill, are crossed in a eonspienoos place in tiie Hbnxy of «h« Sa* 
ionan. 

1. H« also painted many in minlatare,s<nn« of which I hare Men In tha po m a ti on of hk Martha late TWaa 
B.P«ala. 
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at Valley Forge ; after the Monmouth battle, he had another sitting, and at 
Princeton he completed it.' Mr. Peale paid much attention to the preservation 
of animals after death, and possessed a decided antiquarian taste. After the 
war, he opened a picture gallery, for exhibition, in Philadelphia, and then estab- 
lished a museum of Natural History and miscellaneous curiosities. He also 
practiced dentristry, invented machinery, and in various ways was one of the 
most active and industrious of men. He lectured on Natural History, and was 
a zealous supporter of the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts. He lived tem- 
perately and firugally, and practiced his art in colons when past eighty years of 
age.2 He died in February, 1827, at the age of almost eighty-six years. His 
fion, Rembrandt Peale, a worthy successor of his father in the line of art, is yet 
[1855] living, in Philadelphia, at the age of seventy-six years. 



JONATHAN EDWARDS. 

rE most acute metaphysician and sound theologian which our country has 
yet produced, was Jonathan Edwards, who was bom at East Windsor, 
Connecticut, on the 5th of October, 1*703. The remarkable analytical powers of 
his mind were developed in early childhood, and at the age of ten years he read 
vnth delight the profound essay of Locke on the Human Understanding. A few 
days before the completion of his thirteenth year, he entered Yale College, as a 
student, and was graduated there before he was seventeen years of age. He 
remained in that then infant institution for two years longer, in the eager study 
of theology, preparatory to the assumption of the Christian ministry as his pro- 
fession. He received a license to preach, in the Summer of 1*722, and almost 
immediately aftierward, he was selected by several New England ministers to 
preach to a small body of Presbyterians in the city of New York. In 1724, he 
tvas appointed a tutor in Yale College, where he remained until called to a pas- 
toral charge in Northampton, Massachusetts, in the Summer of 1*726. There he 
was ordained as a colleague of his grandfather, the Rev. Solomon Stoddard, who, 
for more than fifty years, had been the pastor of the Congregational church in 
that town. That continued to be the home-field of labor, of Mr. Edwards, for 
twenty-three years, when an increasing dislike of his pure church discipline 
alienated his people from him, and, in June, 1750, he was dismissed by an ec- 
clesiastical council.^ 

In 1751, Mr. Edwards was appointed ii missionary to the Stockbridge Indians, 
in Berkshire county, Massachusetts, aiid in that field he labored for about six 
years. His duties being comparatively light, he devoted much of his time to 
theological and metaphysical studies, and in that comparative returement he 
wrote his great work on The Freedom of the Willj which has been considered by 
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the most learned men in Europe and America, to be one of the greatest efforts 
of the human mind. In 1754, a severe iUness, and the troubles incident to the 
French and Indian war, then progressing, interrupted his labors, and, beyond 
the efforts of his pen, his field of usefulness was very limited. It was soon en- 
larged. In the Autumn of 1757, his son-in-law. Rev. Aaron Burr, president of 
the college of New Jersey, at Princeton, died, and Mr. Edwards was invited by 
the Trustees of that institution to take his place. He was formally elected 
president, toward the close of September, 1757. He reluctantly accepted the 
call, for he knew there were more delights to himself in the quiet pursuits m 
which he was engaged, than in the duties of such official station, and he re- 
garded his labors with his pen as more useful than any others in which he might 
engage at that 'time of life. He was inaugurated in February, 1758. Five 
weeks afterward, that great and good man was laid in the grave. The small- 
pox was prevalent in Princeton at the time of his arrival, and a skilful physician 
was brought fh)m Philadelphia to inoculate^ President Edwards and his family. 
He seemed to do well, but when all danger appeared to be over, a secondary 
fever supervened, his throat became so obstructed that medicines could not l» 
swallowed, and the disease, gathering increased strength, terminated his life on 
the 22d of March, 1758, when he was in the fi%-fifth year of his age. The 

1. See Note 2, page 81« 
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published theological writings of President Edwards are yoluminous, and are 
ranked among the most valuable uninspired contributions to religious literature, 
of an J age. 



JOHN WITHERSPOON. 

IN the fiunilj circle, the temple of worship, the hall of learning, and the forum 
of legislation, few men ever performed their whole duty more faithfully than 
did John Witherspoon, of New Jersey, m whose veins ran the blood of the great 
Scottish reformer, John Knox. He was bom in the parish of Tester, near 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on the 6th of February, 1722. His fether was a Scottish 
minister, and the loveliness of his mind and temper was transmitted to his son. 
He educated the intellectual and moral faculties of that promising boy with the 
greatest care, for he designed him for that gospel ministry which he afterward 
adorned. At the age of fourteen yews he was placed in the University of 
Edinburgh, wh^« he became a close student, especially of sacred literature. 
He went through a regular course of theological studies, and at the age of 
twenty-two he was graduated, with a license to preach. He accepted a (»11 to 
Beith, in the west of Scotland; and in 1*745, while, with some others, he was 
gazing upon the battle of Falkirk, where the troops of the Scotch Pretender to 
the throne of England' were victorious, he was made a prisoner, and was con- 
fined in the castle of Donne, for some time. He afterward took charge of a 
parish in Paisley; and the fame of his learning and piety caused him to receive 
invitations to settle in Dundee, Dublin, and Rotterdam in Holland. In 1*766, 
the trustees of the College of New Jersey, at Princeton, invited him to accept 
the presidency of that institution, and through the influence of Richard Stockton 
(afterward Witherspoon's colleague in the Continental Congress), then in Scot- 
land, he was persuaded to accept the office. He came to America, in 1768, was 
inaugurated in August of that year, and under his efficient administration the 
affairs of the college prospered wonderfully. Its useftilness had been greatly 
impaired by party feuds ; these were soon healed, and that seminary, which 
seemed past resuscitation, was becoming one of the most flourishing in the land, 
when the blight of the Revolution fell upon it. Its pupils were then scattered, 
its doors were closed, and early in 1776, Doctor Witherspoon employed his 
talents and influence in another field of usefulness. He assisted in forming a 
republican constitution for New Jersey, and in June he was elected to a seat in 
the Contmental Congress, where he nobly advocated independence, and signed 
his name to the Declaration thereof.^ He was a faithful member of Congress 
until 1782, and took a conspicuous part in military and financial matters. In 
1783, he endeavored to revive the prostrated College at Princeton, and found 
an efficient co-worker in his son-in-law, Vice-President Smith. Contrary to the 
dictates of his own judgment. Dr. Witherspoon went to Great Britain for pecu- 
niary aid to the institution, and he collected scarcely enough to pay the expenses 
of the journey. He came back with a heavy heart but determined purpose, and 
labored on faithfully in the pulpit and in the college, while his powers of life 
remained active. About two years before his death he lost his eye-sight, yet he 
maintained his place in his pulpit with unabated zeal, until a few weeks before 
his departure. His useful life closed on the 10th of November, 1794, at the age 
of almost seventy-three years. 

1. Charles Edward, grandson of James the Second, who was dethroned in 1688. 

2. In tiie eonrse of debate on the subject of independence, John Dickenson, of PennsyWanla. Tentnred 
to assert fliat the people were not " ripe for a declaration of independence." Doctor Withwnpomi 
wannlj obserred, "In mj Judgment, sir, we are not only ripe, but rotting." 
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RICHARD HENDERSON. 

ALTHOUG^H Daniel Boone may be considered the first thorough explorer «jf 
the wilderness of Kentucky, and James Harrod built the firet log-house in 
all that beautiful land, yet Colonel Richard Henderson must be regarded, polU- 
icaUy, as the father of that commonwealth. He was a native of Virginia. He 
was bom in Hanover county, on the 20th of April, 1736. His father emigrated 
to G-ranville county, North Carolina, in 1746, and being appointed sheriff of 
that district, Richard had an opportnni^ of learning many usefiil lessons in mat- 
ters pertaining to law. He prepared hunself for the legal profession, arose rap- 
idly to the highest rank, accumulated a competent fortune, and, when the in- 
surrectionary movements in that section of the county, known as the Regulator 
War^^ occurred, he was a judge of the superior court As such, he was driven 
from the bench at Hillsborough, by the Regulators, in the Autumn of 1771, and 
the courts of justice, in that region, were closed. He was an ambitious and 
ostentatious man. By extensive speculations, at about this time, he had become 
somewhat embarrassed in pecuniary affairs, and had gained the ill-will of the 
common people. Bold, ardent, and adventurous, he resolved to go beyond the 
mountains, and there, in the beautiful country traversed by Boone, he commenced 
a scheme of land speculation, in 1774, more extensive than any known in the 
history of our coimtry. He formed a company, of which he was chosen pres- 
ident, and by a treaty held at Wataga with the heads of the Cherokee nation, 
he purchased the whole land lying between the Cumberland river and mountains, 
and the Kentucky river, which comprised more than one-half of the presoit 
State of Kentucky. Henderson took possession of the country in the name of 
tiie company, in the Spring of 1776. Governor Martin, of North Carolina, pro- 
claimed the purchase to be illegaL The legislature of Virginia did the same^ 
but Judge Henderson paid no regard to their fulminations against him, and pro- 
ceeded to establish a proprietary government, in imitation of the old odloniesL 
Its capital was Boonesborough, and its titie was Transtlyania. Under a largo 
elm tree near Boone's fort, the first legislature of the new State met on the 2§d 
of May, 1776.« The session was opened with prayer by the Rev. John Lytbe; 
and Colonel Henderson in his verbal " message " as president, expressed the 
very essence of republican government, when he said, "If any doubts remain 
among you, with respect to the force and efficiency of whatever laws yon now 
or hereafter make, be pleased to consider that aU power is originally in the 
people ; make it their interest, therefore, by impartial and beneficent laws, and 
you may be sure of their inclination to see them enforced." 

The State of Transtlyania as an independent republic did not long exist, 
for Virginia and Carolina took efficient means to destroy it The trea^ witii 
the Cherokees, and the purchase of their lands, were declared nulL Yet they 
did not deprive the company of all advantages. North Carolina and Virginia 
each granted to them two hundred thousand acres. Relinquishing all political 
claims. Judge Henderson opened a land office on the site of Nashidlle, in 1779, 
for the sale of this legally-granted domain. The following Summer he returned 
to Q-ranville county, and sought repose in the bosom of his fiunily. Old diffi- 
oolties were forgotten, for the great question of independence was then in ] 



1. Sae note on page 97 ; also sketch of John Ashe. 

S. It wat composed of Sqolre Boone, Daniel Boone, William Ooke, Samuel Headenoa, Biohard Umm, 
Bichard Calloway, Thomas Slaoffhter, John Lythe, YalenUnc Hammond, James Doui^m, Jaaee Bar- 
red, Nathan Hammond, Isaac Eflte, Aiariah Davli, John Todd, Alexander S. Daadrldie, John Floyd, 
and Samuel Wood. Thomas Slanghter was chosen ehairuan, Mathew Jewett. elerk. and Joka Lyttis 
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of solution by the whole people of the newly-proclaimed Union. Judge Hen- 
derson did not take part in public affairs, but lived on in quiet untU the 30th of 
January, 1*786, when he died at the age of fifty years. Henderson county, 
K^entucky, was named in his honor. 



ALEXANDER WILSON. 

WE may justly claim Alexander Wilson as an American, though bom in 
North Britain, for here the genius which has made him world-renowned, 
OS The American Ornithologist, was developed, and cultivated, and bore fruit. 
He was bom in Paisley, Scotland, and in a grammar school, in that large town, 
he acquired a rudimental knowledge of the classics. His father designed him 
for the clerical profession, but the expansive mind of the youth would not allow 
him to be a sectarian, and the scheme was abandoned. Prom earliest boyhood 
he loved the fields and the sky; and he regarded the towering mountains and 
grand old forests as the most appropriate temples wherein man should worship 
the Creator of aU. Pecuniary misfortune compelled his father to suspend Alex- 
ander's literary pursuits, on which he had entered with enthusiasm, and finally 
the necessity of learning some mechanical trade seemed imperative. The ardent 
youth coiild not brook the idea of having his powers confined to such a narrow 
sphere, for he felt a great soul stirring within ; yet he reverently bent his in- 
clinations to his father's wishes. Every leisure moment, however, was employed 
in study, and in the midst of his mechanical employment, he composed articles, 
in prose and verse, which attracted public attention, before he was nineteen 
years of age. He soon became the life of a select literary circle, yet his daily 
avocations, so repugnant to his nature, burdened his spirit with gloom. He saw 
no chance for expansion in his native country; and in 1794, he embarked for 
America, to profit bv the free air rnd as free institutions. For more than a 
dozen years afterward he was engaged in the humble but honorable employment 
of a district school teacher. His lot seemed a hard one, but he found consolation 
in poetry, music, and his favorite study of birds. The latter became a passion 
with him, and he had the good fortune, at length, to form an acquaintance with 
William Bartram, of Philadelphia, the celebrated American Botanist.* From 
him he obtained a standard work on ornithology, the perusal of which was the 
commencement of a new era in Wilson's life. He found the work quite inao- 
curate in many particulars concerning the birds of the United States, and he 
formed the idea of making a complete system of American Ornithology. He at 
once applied himself successfully to the study of drawing and coloring from 
nature. At about this time, he became clerk to a bookseller in Philadelphia, 
with a liberal salary, and to him he disclosed his scheme of a work on American 
birds. Mr. Bradford was delighted with the idea, and at once gave Wilson every 
fiwjility for preparing that magnificent work, TTie American Ornithology, in seven 
volumes, which appeared in 1808. Every portion of our country, from the 
Atlantic to the Mississippi, and from the St Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico, 
was traversed by Wilson, all alone, with the sublime ardor of a man conscious 
of performing a great work. His splendid volumes at once attracted the earnest 
attention of the learned in both hemispheres, and &me and fortune awaited him. 
But he did not live long to enjoy either. The hardships and privations to which 
he had been exposed, impaired a never mgged constitution, and on the 23d of 
August, 1813, he died, peacefully, at Philadelphia, when at the age of about 
for^ years. . 

1. 8Msk«tohorBwtnm. 
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RUFUS PUTNAM. 

rB! name of Putnam is suggestive of bold daring border exploits, and tnie 
patriotism, notwithstanding of the eighty males of that name, living in 
America, in 1740, only two (Israel and Rufus) appear conspicuous in ourcounfay's 
annals. Rufus was bom at Sutton, Worcester county, Massachusetts, on tiie 
9th of April, 1*738. On the death of his father, in 1746, he went to live with 
his maternal grandfather, in Danvers, where he attended a district sdiool fiv 
two years. His mother married again, and Rufiis lived with her until his step" 
father died, in 1753. That illiterate man denied the lad all opportunities for 
education. At the age of sixteen he was apprenticed to a mill-wright. At ibaX 
time the French and Indian war was kindling brightly, and the campaign rf 
Braddock, and the bold exploits of his kinsman, Israel, warmed a martial spirit 
within him. At the age of nineteen years he entered the provincial army as • 
private soldier; and he mentions, in his journal, the note-worthy fiust, that tite 
captain of his company* prayed with the men every night and morning during 
the campaign. He remained in service until 1761, when he resumed his em- 

1. Captain Ebcnezer Learned, who was a colonel in the army under General Gates at tlM 
Bui^oyne, In 1777, and afterward a brigadier in the GontbflntJ mj. "*'"'"" ""^ "* ™ 
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ployments of mill-building and farming. Having acquired a knowledge of sur- 
veying, he practiced it successftdly for several years before the clarion of the 
Bevolution called him again to the field. He was one of the miUtary land com- 
pany, who sent General Lyman to England, in 1763 ;* and 1773, he accompanied 
Colonel Israel Putnam and others to the " Yazoo coimtiy." 

Mr. Putnam joined the revolutionary army at Cambridge, in 1775, and there 
his knowledge of surveying was brought into requisition. He assisted efficiently 
in the construction of thos^ works on Dorchester Heights, which caused the 
British to prepare for leaving Boston. After that, he was employed elsewhere 
vL the engineering department; and in August, 1776, he was appointed by 
Congress, an engineer, with the rank of coloneL In February, 1778, he succeeded 
Colonel Grreaton in command of troops in the northern department, and during 
the remainder of the war he was actively connected with the engineering corps 
of the army. On the 8th of January, 1783, he was commissioned a brigadier- 
general in the Continental army, but peace was now exchanging the olive 
branch for the laurel and the palm, and he soon afterward retired to his &rm. 

From 1783 to 1788, he was engaged in organizing a company for emigrating 
to and settling in the Ohio country, and thither he went, as the general agent, in 
the Spring <^ 1788. He was accompanied by about forty settlers. They pitched 
their tents at the mouth of the Muskingum river, formed a settlement there, and 
called it Marietta. Suspecting hostiUty on the part of the neighboring Indians, 
he built a fort near by, and called it Gamgnjis Mariius. That year they planted 
one hundred and thirty acres of com. This was the beginning of that tide of 
emigration to Ohio which soon flowed so deep and broad; and Greneral Putnam 
lived to see a flourishing State organized, and having, at the time of his death, 
seventy counties, and three-quarters of a million of inhabitants. In 1789, Pres- 
ident Washington appointed him judge of the supreme court of the Northrwest 
TeirrUory\ and, in 1792, he was appointed a brigadier, under General Wayne. 
In 1796, he was made surveyor-general of the United States, and held that offico 
until after the accession of Mr. Jefierson to the presidency. He was a membe: 
of the convention that framed a constitution for the State of Ohio, in 1802, ant 
this was his last public service of much moment He made Marietta his resid 
ence, and enjoyed the repose of private life until the first day of May, 1824 
when he died. No individual did more for securing the benefits to be derivect 
from the conquests of G^rge Rogers Clarke north of the Ohio,^ than G^nerax 
Bufus Putnam, and he has been ji^y styled the Father of Ohio. 



MESHEOH WEARE. 

'* TTE dared to love his country and be poor," was the epigramatic encomium 
n bestowed upon Meshech Weare, the first repubUcan governor of New 
Hampshire, by one who knew and estimated his worth. He was not possessed 
of briUiant genius, superior intellect, nor extraordinary abiUties of any kind, but 
^xhibited a happy combination of good sense, stem integrity, pure heart, and 
clear intelligence. He was precisely the man for the place and times in which 
his lot was cast Mr. Weare was a native of Hampton, New Hampshire, where 
he was bom in 1714. He was educated at Harvard College, where he was 
graduated in 1736. In the disputes between Governor Wentworth and the 

1. Sm aketoh of General L711UU1. 2. See sketch of George Sogers CUurke. 
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Colonial Asaemblj, Mr. Weare, (for a number of years a member of that body), 
was alwajra found on the side of the people. In 1*762, he was chosen Speaker 
of the house. When, in 1764, delegates from the several oolonies assembled at 
Albany to discuss plans for mutual defence, and to consider the expediency of a 
political union, Mr. Weare represented New Hampshire in that body, and warmly 
approved a plan of confederation, proposed by Dr. FrankUn. And when, ten 
years later, the disputes between the colonies and Great Britain grew warm, Mr. 
Weare was a staunch supporter of all republican measures. 

In January, 1776, a hastily-prepared Constitution went into operation in New 
Hampshire, and Mr. Weare was chosen to an office equivalent to that of gover- 
nor of the embryo State. He was also appointed chief justice of the supreme 
court; and in such high estimation was he held by his fellow-citizens, that they 
virtually invested him with dictatorial prerogatives, for he wielded the powers 
of the highest offices in their gift, legislative, executive, and judicial In 1779, 
a new Constitution was framed by a convention, of which John Langdon was 
president, but the people rejected it. Again, in 1784, a convention framed a 
Constitution, and it was accepted. Again, Meshech Weare, the &ithful servant 
of the people, was elected chief magistrate, but the duties of public life, combin- 
ing witii the decay of age, had now produced great feebleness in his vital powers, 
and before the expiration of the year, he was compelled to resign the office 
which he had held with so much dignity for nine years. He retired to private 
life, a worn out public servant, and died at Hampton Falls, on the 16th of Jan- 
uary, 1786, at the age of seventy-two years. His voluminous papers, comprised 
in several large manuscript volumes, are now in the custody of the New York 
Hiitohcal Society. 



FRANCIS MARION. 

THERE is scarcely a plantation within thirty miles of the banks of the Con- 
garee and Santee, from Columbia to the sea^ that has nol} some local tradi- 
tion of the presence of Marion, the great partisan leader in South Carolina during 
the Revolution. He was a descendant of one of the Huguenots who fled from 
Prance toward the close of the seventeenth century, and was bom at Winyaw, 
near Georgetown, South Carolina, in 1732, His Infancy gave no promise of 
mature life, much less of greatness in achievements; for, according to Weems, 
he was as " small as a New England lobster, at his birth, and might have been 
put into a quart pot." His education was very limited, and, except a few 
months at sea, while a youth, his life was spent in agricultural pursuits, untQ 
his twenty-seventh year. Then the hostilities of the Indians on the western 
frontiers called the young men of th'e Carolinas to arms, and Marion became a 
soldier, with Moultrie and others, who afterward fought nobly for fr^eedom. In 
the wild Cherokee country he obtained great applause for his bravery; uid 
when the Revolution broke out, he was offered a captain's commission, which 
he accepted. He was successful in the recruituig service, early in 1776; and 
during the attack on Charleston) in the Summer of that year, he fought bravely 
under Moultrie, in the Palmeto fort, in the harbor. He was afterward engaged 
in the contest at Savannah, and was in Charleston while the siege of that wy, 
by the British, in the Spring of 1 7 89, was progressing: Disabled by an araidenV 

1. Marion was dining with some friends at a house in Tradd Street, Charleston, when, on an attempt 
being made to cause hun to drink wine contrary to his practice and desire, he Ieu>ed ftmn a window, 
and sprained his aaUt, The Americans yet kept the country toward tht SfiatM. raw. aod Mazloii w« 
conveyed to his home. — 
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he left the city before its surrender, and made his way home, where he remained 
until just before the defeat of Gates near Camden, in August following. Then, 
notwithstanding he was quite lame, he mounted his horse, collected a score of 
volunteers, and offered his services to Gates. They were not readily accepted 
by that proud general, because of the uncouth appearance of the men.^ Soon 
afterward, being called to the command of the militia of the Williamsburg Dis- 
trict, in the vicinity of the Black and Pedee rivers, he formed his famous Brigade^ 
with which he performed such wondrous feats during the remainder of the war. 
I need not stop to detail his exploits during the two years succeeding the forma- 
tion of his brigade, for they are, or ought to be, familiar to every American 
reader, young or old. Suffice It to say, that to Marion^a Brigade, more than to 
any other corps in the South, the credit of the expulsion of the British from the 
Carolinas and Georgia, is due ; and General Greene regarded him as his strong 
right arm, especially after the siege of Ninety-Six, hi the Summer of 1181. 

I, According to Colonel Willi«m8, they mast have appeared worse than FalttaiPa *' ragged ctgimfnt." 
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Just before the war, Marion had occupied a scat in the legislature of South 
Caraiina, aad early in 1*782, when that body was reorganized by Grovemor Rut- 
ledge, he was again elected to the Senate. Circumstances soon called him from 
the council to the field, and he did not relinquish his sword until the British 
evacuated Charleston toward the close of 1782, and the sun of peace arose. 
Then he disbanded his Brigade, and retired to his farm near Eutaw Springs, on 
the Santee. There all was utter desolation; and at the age of fifty, he com- 
menced the world anew, as a planter, with scarcely money enough to purchase 
utensils for his laborers. An almost sinecure office— commander of Fort John- 
son, in Charleston harbor — was created for him, and the emoluments were of 
essential service to the veteran. At length a Desdemonia, enamored of the hero 
because of his exploits, offered him her hand and fortune, through the kind 
mediation of friends. She was a Huguenot maiden of forty years, comely and 
rich. The hitherto invincible soldier was conquered, and his home at Pond 
Bluff was made happy during the remainder of his life, by a loving wife and the 
means for dispensing a generous hospitality to his friends. He enjoyed these 
pleasures for about ten years, alternating them occasionally with legislative 
duties, and then went to his rest, without having a child to peipetuate his name 
or blood. He died on the 29th of February, 1795, at the age of about sixty- 
three years, and was buried in the chmxih-yard at Belle Isle, whete a neat marine 
slab denotes the resting-place of his remains. 



richaUd henry lee. 

IN ihe midst of the doubt, and dread, and hesitation, which for twenty days 
had brooded over the Continental Congress, after the first step had been 
taken in the direction of poUtical independence of Great Britiun, a clear, musical 
voice was heard uttering a resolution, " That these united colonies are, and of 
right ought to be, free and independent States ; that they are absolved from aU 
allegiance to the British Crown ; and that all poUtical connection betwe^i them 
and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." It was 
the voice of Richard Henry Lee, a delegate fh)m Virginia. He was a scion of 
one of the early cavalier &milies of that State, and was bom at Stratford, in 
Westmoreland county, on the 20th of January, 1*732. According to the &8hion 
of that time, his father sent him to England to be educated. He was in a school 
at Wakefield, in Yorkshire, for several years, where he was a thoughtful student, 
and lover of ancient classic and historical Uterature. At the age of nineteen 
years he returned to Virginia, and his time was spent in athletic exercises and 
study. He formed a military corps among his youthful companions, was elected 
to the chief command, and first appears in history at the council called at Alex- 
andria, by Braddock, in 1*765.* There young Lee appeared and offered the sot- 
vices of himself and volunteers, in the proposed expedition against the Frendi 
and Indians on the Ohio. The proud Braddock refused to accept the services 
of these plain young provincials, and the deeply-mortified Lee returned home 
with his troops. Then was planted in his bosom the first seeds of hatred and 
disgust of the insolence of British officials, and it germinated and bore abundant 
fruit twenty years afterward. 

1. Qeneral Braddock called a council of colonial Kovernors, at Alexandria, on the Potonwc, toeoasalt 
upon a campaign against the French and Indians. Several of those magistrates, with Admiiml KflMsl, 
met there, arranged satisfiftctory plans, and Braddock started on his unibrtnnate march tmnoii At 
▲Ueghftnies. 
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In It 5 7, Groveraor Dinwiddie appointed Mr. Lee a justice of the peace. At 
about the same time he was elected to a seat in the House of Burgesses of Vir- 
ginia, though only twenty-five years of age. He was extremely diffident, but 
at times his zeal would master his bashfulness, and then those powers of oratory, 
afterward so conspicuous in the Continental Congress, would beam out in won- 
drous splendor. He was one of the earliest opposers of the Stamp Act, and was 
the first man in Virginia to stand forth in public as its avowed opponent From 
that time until the war broke out, he was a leader among the patriots in his 
State ; and long before the idea became general, he spoke of the necessity of 
independence. He was a member of the first Continental CoogreaB, in 1*7 14, and 
while in that body he was always upon the ixiost imp(Hrtant committees. In 
June, 1776, he fearlessly offered the resdntion above quoted, and took upon 
imiBKif the feaifiil responaibility of being branded by the imperial government as 
aa arch-traitor.* After considerable debate, that resolution was made the special 
order of the day for the 2d of July following, ' and a committee of five were ap- 
pointed to draw up a preamble or declaration, in accordance with it. On the 
day when the resolution to appoint a committee was proposed, Mr. Lee was 
summoned, by express, to his home in Virginia, on accoimt of illness in his 
family, and for that reason he was not a member of that committee. He after- 
ward affixed his signature to the Declaration, and thus became one of the im- 
mortal Fifty-Six. He was active in Congress, in the Virginia Assembly, or in 
the field at the head of militia, until the close of the war. In 1783, he was again 
elected to Congress, and was chosen president of that body. He was opposed 
to the Fed^al Constitution, because he reverenced State rights ; but, like Patrick 
Henry, he yielded dteelful aoqniesoence when it became the organic law of the 
Bepublic. He was chosen the first United States Senator, from Virginia, under 
it, and held that office until the infirmities of premature age oompe&ed him to 
retire to private life, at his beautiftd seat at Chantilly, in his native county. He 
was greatly beloved by his relatives. Wends, and the whole people, and he was 
sincerely mourned by the nation, at his death. Mr. Lee went to his rest on the 
19th of June, 1794, when in the sixty-third year of his age. 



JOSIAH QUINOY, JR. 

" T ET me tell you one very serious truth, in which we are all agreed ; your 
Li countrymen must seal their cause with their blood." So wrote a young 
man of thirty, from London, toward the close of 1774. He was Josiah Quincy, 
junior, grandson of Judge Edmund Quincy, and the child of a wealthy Boston 
merchant. He was bom in Braintree, Massachusetts, on the 23d of February, 
1744. Eagerness for knowledge, and assiduity in study, marked his whole col- 
legiate career in Harvard University; and when he was graduated, in 1763, he 
entered upon the study of the law, under Oxenbridge Thacher, of Boston, with 
equal eagerness. Aiter two years' close study, he was admitted to the bar, and 
was soon regarded as one of the most promising 'young men in the profession. 
His attention was soon drawn to the agitation of the political waters of his 



1. At that time, a son of Mr. Lee was at school at St. Bees, in England. One day, while standing 
near his tutor, a gentleman asked, " What boy is this f" The professor replied, " He is the son of Richard 
Henry Lee, of America." The gentleman put his hand upon the boy's head, and said, '' We shall yet 
see your father's head upon Tower Hill." The boy promptly answered, •' Yoa mr.y have it when jow 
can «t it." That boy was the late Lndwell Lee, Esq., of Virginia. 

2. The resoltition was adopted on the 2d of July, but the Declaration was debated until the 4th, and 
then agreed to. 
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country, and as early as ItCt, he began to write political essays in favor of 
popular liberty. From that time, Otis and Quincy were the boldest denunciators 
of the oppressive measures of Great Britain.^ He was the colleague of John 
Adams in defending Captain Preston and others after the " Boston Massacre," in 
1770, and eloquently pleaded their cause.' During the three years of compa^ 
ative quiet, after that event, he pursued liis avocations in the law with great 
assiduity; but eariy in 1773^ a pulmonary disease compelled him to seek relief 
in a warmer climate. He visited Charleston and several places in Korth Car- 
olina, everywhere mingling with the most ardent friends of freedom.' On his 
return home he was active in the movements which resulted in the destruction 
of tea in Boston Harbor.* He wrote several powerftil papers, the most important 
of which was signed " Marchmont Nedham." He also published, in 1774, severe 
strictures on the Boston Port Bill,* which mduded Thoughia on Civil Society and 
a Standing Army. 

For the double purpose of seeking renevred health and to serve his country 
in the dark hour of its trial, he secretly embarked for London, in September, 
1774, and at onoe obtained interviews with the ministry and the leading men 
of both parties. He attended the debates in parliament, took full notes of all 
current political events, and kept his friends in America advised of all impottant 
movements in which they were concerned. He became thoroughly convinced 
of the necessity for his countrymen to prepare for war, and in less than two 
months after his arrival in England, he expressed the sentiment quoted at the 
opening of this memoir. After becoming thoroughly acquainted with the dis- 
positions and intentions of the king and his ministers, and hopeless of reconcili- 
ation, Mr. Quincy resolved to return home, and, if his health would permit, to 
arouse his countrymen to immediate and powerftil action. He embarked for 
Boston, in March, 1775, with a heart big with revolution, and a brain teeming 
with noble ideas and dreams of the glorious future of his beloved country. He 
had said to Dr. Franklin, on parting, *' New England alone can hold out for ages 
against Great Britain, and, if they were firm and united, hi seven years they 
would conquer them." But Providence did not permit him to realize any of his 
aspirations, nor again to set his feet upon his native shores. He was blessed 
with the sight of his dear land, but before the vessel reached the port of Glou- 
cester, the tooth of consumption destroyed the thread of life, and he expired. 
It was on the 26th of April, 1775, when he was about thirty-one years of age. 
His son, then a little child, has erected a noble monument to the memory of his 
father, by writing and publishing a record of his life. 

1. In WSf he Mked, " Shall we hetltete a moment in preferrinir death to a mleerable «zi«tcnee hi 
bondage f" And, in 1770, he boldly said, " I wish to see my coantrymen break off-qf /g r seer /—all 
social intercourse with those whose commerce contaminates, whose Inxuries poison, wBose aTarke ia 
insatiable, and whose unnatural oppreselons are not to be borne." 

2. See note on pase 87. 

3. See sketches of Harnett and Howe. 

4. On the day when the destruction of the tea occurred, a irreat eoneoone of pw^la were asseaabled 
at the " OH South Meeting-house," and were harHnKiied by young QuIbct. " It is not, Mr. Modorator,** 
he said, " the spirit that vapors within these walls, tliat must stand us ni stead. The exoiions of tlus 
day will call forth events which will make a very different spirit necessary for our aalTatton. Wboavtr 
s'lpposes that shouts and hosannahs will terminate the trials of Uiis day, entertains a rhfldi»h fkncy. 
He must be grossly ignorant of the importance and value of the prise for which we contend ; we must 
be equally ignorant of the power of those who have combined against us. We mutt b« blind to tbal 
malice, inve:eracy and insatiable revenge which actuate our enemies, public and prlrate, abroad and la 



flatter ourselves that popular resolves, popular harangues, popular acofamatimis, and popular vai 
will vanquish our foes. Let us consider the issue. Let us look to the end. Let us weigh and oonn 
before we advance to those measures which must bring on the most trying and terriblo irtrvggle thk 
countrv ever saw." When he concluded, the question was put whether the people would allow the tea 
to be landed. As with one voice, the multitude said, No I At twilight, a voice in the church galletx 
shouted, " Boston harbor a tea-pot to-night I" A man disguised as an Indian gave a war-wfaoo«, i 



t twilight, a voice in the church galkrr 
snouted, " uoston harDor a tea-pot to-nigbt i" A man disguised as an Indian gave a war-wfaoop, aai 
the people rushed to the wharf. A pale moon was shining upon the snow. In a wort tT 
and forty-two chests of tea were broke open, and their contents were oast into the mU 



ft. See note 2, page 16S. 
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PHILIP SCHUYLER. 

PURE patriotism, unselfish benevolence, unflinching integrity, and unwavering 
public and private virtue, were the marked characteristics of Philip Sdiuyler, 
a grwidson of the valiant mayor of Albany, in 1690, when the scouts of Pron- 
tenac alarmed all the border settlers of New York, and French and Indians laid 
Schenectada in ashes. Philip was bom at Albany, on the 22d of November, 
1733. He was the oldest child of his parents, and by the law of primogeniture, 
he inherited his father's real estate. That parent died while Philip was young, 
and he was left to the care of his mother. With that noble generosity which 
marked his career through life, he divided the estate, to which he was entitled, 
equally with his brothers and sisters. At the age of twenty-two years, he en- 
tered the provincial army, and commanded a company under Sir WiHiam John- 
son, at Fort Edward and Lake George. He continued in the service until 1*768, 
and accompanied the young Lord Howe, as colonel of a regiment, in the expe- 
dition against Ticonderpga and Crown Point. When that nobleman was Idlledi 
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Colonel Schuyler conveyed his body to Albany, for interment.' After the peace 
in It 63, he was quite active in several civU capacities; and as member of the 
Colonial Assembly of New York, he was marked for his devotion to the cause 
of the colonists. He was a member of the second Continental Congress, in 1775, 
and was appointed by that body the third of the four major-generals, under 
Washington, commissioned for the command of the American army. He took 
command of the Northern Department, and started with a considerable force to 
invade Canada, in the Autumn of 1 7 7 5. He sickened on Lake Champlain, placed 
the chief command in the hands of his lieutenant, Greneral Montgomery, and re- 
turned to Albany. During the following year he was active among the Six 
Nations of Indians, and also in perfecting the discipline of his Division of the 
army. In March, 1777, he was superseded by Gleneral Gates, without any good 
reason, but was reinstated in May following. In June, Burgoyne penetrated 
the northern frontier, and Greneral Schuyler was active in preparations to check 
his invasion. At the moment when all was ready to strike a decisive blow, 
Gates was again placed in command, and imfeirly received the laurels of con- 
quest Schuyler's love for his country was stronger than his resentment, and 
as a simple citizen he aided the Americans greatly in the accomplishment of the 
victory over Burgoyne, at Saratoga. He demanded and obtained a trial before 
a court of inquiry, and received a highly flattering verdict. Washing^n then 
urged him to accept military command, but he preferred to aid his country in a 
less public but not less efficient way. He was a member of Congress under the 
first confederation, and after the ratification of the Federal Constitution, the 
legislature of New York chose Greneral Schuyler, with Rufus King, to represent 
that commonwealth in the Senate of the United States. He served until 1791, 
when he was elected to the Senate of his native State. He was again chosen 
United States Senator, in place of Aaron Burr, in 1797, but did not retain his 
seat long, for his health was faiUng. In 1803, his wife, the companion of all hia 
joys and sorrows, died; and, in July, 1804, his spirit was terribly smitten by 
the murder of his accomplished son-in-law, Alexander Hamilton, by the duellist's 
hand.8 
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JOSEPH WARREN. 

J'OT all the havoc and devastation they have made has wounded me like the 
death of Warren," wrote the wife of John Adams three weeks after the 
battle of Bunker Hill. "We want him in the Senate ; we want him in his pro- 
fession ; we want him in the field. We mourn for the citizen, the senator, the 
physician, and the warrior." The death of Joseph Warren was indeed a severe 
blow to the patriot cause. He was the son of a Massachusetts &nner, and was 
bom in Roxbury, near Boston, in 1740. He was graduated at Harvard College, 
in 1759, and then commenced the study of medicine. Soon after commencing 
its practice, he took a prominent place in the profession, in Boston ; and he had 
few superiors, when inclination called him to participate in the political move- 
ments of the day. Patriotism was a ruling emotion of his heart, and he never 
lacked boldness to express his opinions freely. He was one of the earlieet 
members of the association, in Boston, known as Sons of Liberty; and from 1768 
until the fierce kindling of war on Breed's Hill, he was extremely efficient in 



1. As an example for his men, Lord Howe had his hair cut short, that It might not U>»vh«> w«. ... 
produce colds in the region of the neck. Manv years alter the interment of his remains at AnMUy. ibit 
were removed, and it was found that his hair had grown several Inchaa. and was smoott and ScNwr 

2. See sketch of Alexander Hamilton. •— -# 
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fostering a spirit of rational liberty and independence among the people- Hia 
suggestive mind planned many daring schemes in secret caucus, and he was 
ever ready to lead in the execution of any measures for resisting the encroachments 
of imperial power. He delivered the first annual oration on the subject of the 
"Boston Massacre," in 11*11 ; and, in It t5, he soUcited the honor of performing 
the perilous service again, because some British officers had menaced the life of 
any one who should attempt it. The " Old South " was crowded, and the aisles, 
stairs, and pulpit, were filled with British soldiers, full armed. The intrepid 
young orator entered by a window, spoke fearlessly, in the presence of those 
bayonets which seemed alive with threats, of the early struggles of the colonies 
of New England, and then, in sorrowful tones and deep pathos of expression, 
told of the wrongs and oppressions under which they were then suflR*ing. Even 
the soldiers wept; and thus the young hero, firm in the faith that "resistance to 
tyrants is obedience to Crod," triumphed, and fearlessly bearded the lion in his 
den. From that day Gage regarded him as a dangerous man. 

When John Hancock went to the Continental Congress, Warren was chosen 
to fill his place as president of the Massachusetts Provincial Assembly. He held 
that position when the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord occurred ; and 
before and after the events of that day, he was very active, secret and open. 
Four days before the battle of Bunker's Hill, he was commissioned a major- 
general. He hastened to Breed's Hill, on the memorable iTth of June, 17 7 5, 
and toward the close of the action, placed himself under Colonel Prescott, as a 
volunteer. When the Americans were compelled to retreat, Warren and Pres- 
cott were the last men to leave the redoubt. He had proceeded but a short 
way toward Bunker's Hill, where Putnam was trying to rally the fugitives, when 
a musket ball passed through his head, and killed him instantly. He was left 
on the field. His body was recognised the next day by his intimate acquaint- 
ance, Dr. Jeflfnes, of the Bntish army, and it was buried where it fell. After 
the British left Boston, in the Spring of 1776, it was taken up, carried to the 
city, and interred with masonic and mihtary honors, beneath St. Paul's church. 
Almost upon the spot where he fell, the great Bunker Hill monument now 
stands, a memorial alike for the noble Warren, and of the deeds which con- 
secrated that eminence. Congress expressed its sorrow by resolutions, and its 
gratitude by ordering that his " eldest son be educated at the expense of the 
United Statea" Congress also ordered a monument to be erected. It yet re- 
mains to be done. 



ZKBULON MONTaOMERY PIKE. 

ONE of the earliest explorers of the wilderness around the head waters of the 
Mississippi, now known as the State of Minnesota, was the bravo Pike, 
who died in the hour of victory near York, in Upper Canada, with the captured 
British flag under his head. He was the son of an officer in the United States 
army, and was bom at Lamberton, New Jersey, on the 5th of January, 1779. 
He entered the army while yet a mere boy, and his whole life was devoted to 
the miUtary profession. He was early subjected to athletic exercises, and he 
grew to manhood with a frame of uncommon vjgor. His education was neglected, 
but by his own exertions he mastered the Latin, French, and Spanish languages. 
Love of study was a characteristic of his early youth, and he read with avidity 
the few books that fell- in his way. Soon after the purchase of Louisiana from 
the French, in 1803, the United States government determined to explore that 
vast and mostly unlmown territory. Under the enlightened direction of Pres« 
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ident Jdftnon, Oaptains Lewis and Clarke were sent to explore the Missouri to 
its sooroe, and young Pike was commissioned to make a similar exploration in 
search of the sources of the MississippL He left St Louis, in August^ 1805, with 
twenty men, and made a most wonderful journey, during eight months and 
twenty days, an aocount of which was published in an octavo yolume.* Soon 
after his return, General Wilkinson selected Pike to command another expedi- 
tion in the interior of Louisiana, in the direction of Korthem Mexico. After 
great sufferings, he returned, in the Summer of 1807, and received the thanks 
of Congress. Passing through several promotions, in military rank, he reached 
that of colonel of in&ntry, in 1810. He was stationed on the northern frontier 
at the commencement of the war with Great Britain, in 1812, and early the 
(bllowing y^ar he was promoted to brigadier. In the Spring of 1813, he was 
chosen, by General Dearborn, to command the land troops in an expedition 
against York (now Toronto), the capital of Upper Canada^ He sailed from 
Sackett's Harbor, in a squadron under Commodore Chauncey, on the 25th of 
April, and on the 2'7th he landed, with seventeen hundred men, in the fiioe of a 
giUling firQ from a large force of British and Indians. Pike pressed forward, and 
ttie British fled to their fortifications, while the Indians scattered in all directiona. 
The general led his troops in person, and after capturing a battery, he rushed 
forward toward the main works. The British fired their magazine, and a ter- 
rible explosion took place. A heavy stone struck the breast of the brave leader, 
and wounded him mortally. He was conveyed to the commodore's ship, in a 
dying condition. While on the way, there was a shout, and one of his attend-' 
ants said, *^ The British union jack is coming down, and the stars are gdng im 1" 
Pike could not speak, but sighed heavily, and then smiled. He ling^ed a few 
hours on ship-board; and when the British flag was brought to him, he signified 
his desire to have it placed under his head. It was done, and a moment after- 
ward the hero died. He was only a little more than thirty-four years of age. 
His name and memory is perpetimted, not only in his country's annals, but by 
the titles often counties and tw«02ry-eight townships and villaSges, chieflj in tha 
Western country. 



DANIEL BOONE. 

FEW men of such humble pretensions occupy so large a space in history, as 
Daniel Boone. His heroism as an explorer, pioneer, settler, and patriotic 
defender of the soil he had won by his courage in the path of the discoverer, 
partakes so largely of the spirit of chivalry and true romance, that we incon- 
tinently look upon him with a sentiment of hero-worship. Daniel Boone was 
born in B erks county, Pennsylvania, in 1 134. His parents were from Bradnindi, 
near Exeter, England; and while Daniel was a small boy, they left Pennsyl- 
vania, and settled near the banks of the Yadkin, in North Carolina At that 
time the region beyond the Blue Ridge was an unknown wilderness to the 
white people, for none had ventured thither, as far as is known, until about the 
year 1750. It was almost twenty years later than this, when Boone was ^ 
preaching the prime of life, that he first penetrated the great Valley of the Mhh 
sissippi, in company with others. He had already, as a bold hunter, been within 
the eastern verge of the present Kentucky, but now he took a long ^'hunt,** of 

1. T,}enten«nt Pike did not dlsooTer the true lottrce of the MlMiMlppi. That MhiereiiMiit was metud 
f>r Henry R. Schoolcraft, who, in 1882, dtscoTered the chief Ibontain of the Father of Wftten to be Ila^ 
Lake, in latitude 47 deg., IS mfn., 8S tec., north, and that its whole maieatle coum ie within tha tarrllocT 
of the United States. 
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about three years. He had made himself familiar with the wilderness ; and, in 
1773, in company with other families, he started with his own to make a settle- 
ment on the Kain-ttick'^ river. The hostile Indians compelled them to fall back, 
and Boone resided on the Clench river until 1775, when he went forward and 
planted the settlement of Boonesborough, in the present Madison county, Ken- 
tucky.* There he built a log fort, and in the course of three or four years, sev- 
eral other settlers joined him. His wife and daughters were the first white 
women ever seen upon the banks of the Kentucky river. He became a great 
annoyance to the Indians ; and while at the Blue Licks, on the Licking river, in 
February, 1778, engaged with others in making salt, he was captured by some 
Shawnee warriors from the Ohio country, and t^en to Chillicothe. The Indians 
became attached to him, and he was adopted into a family as a son. A ransom 
of five himdred dollars was oflFered for him, but the Indians refused it. He at 
length escaped (in July following his capture) when he ascertained that a large 
body of Indians were preparing to march against Boonesborough. They attacked 
that station three times before the middle of September, but were repulsed. 

1. On the 14th of July, 1776, qne of Boone's daughters, and two othergirls, were seized by the Indians, 
while they were In a boat, near Boonesborough, and carried away. Their screams alarmed the people 
at the fort, and Boone and others started in nnrsnit. It was then Jast at sunset. They came up with 
th« kidnappers on the 16th, about forty miles from Boonesborough, rescued the girls, and conveyed them 
willy back to their home. 

43 
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Daring Boone^s captivity, his wife and cliildren had returned to the house of her 
&ther, on the Yadkin, where the pioneer visited them in 1*779, and remained 
with them for many months. He returned to Kentucky, in 1780, with his family, 
and assisted Colonel Clarke in his operations against the Indians in the Illinois 
country. He was a very active partisan in that far-off region beyond the Al- 
leghanies until the close of the war. From that time, until 1798, he resided at 
temately in Kentucky and in Western Virginia. He had seen that *' wilderness 
blossom as the rose;" and in less than twenty years from the time when be 
built his fort at Boonesborough, he saw Kentucky honored as a sovereign State 
of an independent union of republics. Yet he was doomed to lose all personal 
advantages in the g^wth of the new State. Neglecting to comply with new 
land laws, of whose details he was probably ignorant, he lost his title to lands 
which he had discovered and subdued; and the region which so recently seemed 
all his own, now filled with half a million of his feUow-citizens, afforded him no 
home in fee simple! Indignant at what he 'Considered base ingratitude, he 
shouldered his rifle, left Kentucky forever, and, with some followers, plunged 
into the interminable forests of the present Missouri, beyond the Mississippi river. 
They settled upon the Little Osage, in 1799, and the following year, Boone and 
his companions explored the head waters of the Arkansas. A long time after- 
ward, when he was almost eighty years of age, he trapped beavers on the Great 
Osago. Soon after his return from that "himt," he sent a memorial to the legis- 
lature of Kentucky, setting forth that he owned not an acre of land on the fiice 
of the earth, had nowhere to lay his head, and asked a confirmation of title to 
lands given him in Louisiana, by the Spanish governor, before that territory was 
ceded to the United States. Congress secured two thousand acres to him, and 
so his old age was made comparatively happy by the prospect of a grave in the 
bosom of his own soil The brave old hero died in Missouri, on the 26th of 
September, 1820, at the age of almost ninety years. His remains now lie beside 
those of his wife, in a cemetery at f^rankfort, Kentucky. 



ANDREW PICKENS. 

CELTIC blood flowed in the veins of very many of the sagek .^d soldiers who 
laid the foundations of our Republic. In those of Pidcens, the eminent 
partisan soldier of South Carolina, it was unmixed, for his parents were both 
natives of that portion of Ireland where there had been no infuision of the English 
or Scotch element. He was bom in Paxton parish, Dauphin county, Pennsyl- 
vania^ on the 19th of September, 1739, and while he was yet a child, his parents 
emigrated to the Waxhaw settlement, in the upper part of South Carolina. His 
first military lessons, in actual service, were received while serving as a volun- 
teer under lieutenant-colonel Grant, against the Cherokees, in 1761, having for 
his companions, Marion and Moultrie. He was a warm republican ; and when 
the war of the Revolution was kindled, he took the field as captain of militia. 
His zeal, courage, and skill, immediately attracted attention, and he arose n^udly 
to the rank of brigadier-general. In the region watered by the Savannah, in 
both G^eorgia and South Carolina, General Pickens performed very impotent 
services during the war, especially in the year 1781. He completely humbled the 
Cherokees and the Creeks ; broke the power of the Tories in the upper country 
around Augusta; and was distinguished for bravery at the Cowpens, the siego 
of Augusta, and at Eutaw Springs. He and Marion commanded the militia of 
South Carolina hi the latter engagement, and m the early part of the conflict 
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Pickens was severely wounded by a musket balL From the close of the war 
until 1*794, he was continually in public life, chiefly as a legislator, and then ho 
was elected to a seat in the House of Representatives of the United States. Ho 
was also appointed one of the two major-generals of the miUtia of his State; and 
in 1796, he declined a rejlection to Congress, but took a seat in the legislature 
of South Carolina. He held that position until 1801, at the same time often 
acting as commissioner to treat with the Indians. "Washington had also solicited 
him to accept the command of a brigade of hght troops to act under "Wayne 
against the tribes of the North-west, but he declined the honor. He retired to 
private life, in 1801, and there he remained in the peaceful repose of a planter, 
in Pendleton District, South Carolina, until 1812, when he accepted a seat in 
his State legislature. He declined the proffered ofiBce of governor the following 
year, and again sought repose in the bosom of his fiimily. There he went to his 
final rest, on the 17th of August, 1817, at the age of seveuty-eight years. Gen- 
eral Pickens married Rebecca Calhoun, in 1765. They lived together fifty years. 
She was aimt of the late John C. Calhoun; and at the time of her marriage was 
considered one of the most beautiful young ladies in the South. Her nuptials 
were attended by a great number of relatives and friends, and " Rebecca Cal- 
houn's wedding " became an epoch in the social history of the district, from 
which old people used to reckon. The remains of husband and wife lie together 
in the grave-yard of the "old stone meeting-house," in Pendleton. 



FRANCIS ASBURY. 

PERHAPS no Christian minister, since the settlement of America, has travelled 
as extensively, and labored as imtiringly in the face of every kind of ob- 
stacle, as Francis Asbury, the senior Bishop of the Methodist Church^ in the 
United States. He was bom near Birmingham, England, on the 20th of August, 
1745, and came to America, in 1771, at the age of twenty-six years, as a preacher 
of the gospel in the simpKcity of the new sect. Two years afterward, the first 
annual conference of the American Methodists was held at Philadelphia. The 
converts under the preaching of John and Charles Wesley had widened the 
circle of the denomination greatly, and at that conference there were ten preachers, 
representing a membership of about eleven hundred. Mr. Asbury continued to 
travel and preach continually from that time until 1784, when Dr. Coke, whom 
Mr. Wesley had appointed a presbyter of the church in England, and missionary 
to America, consecrated him a superintendent or Bishop of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in the United States. With the zeal of an ancient apostle, ho 
entered upon the discharge of his great duties, and visited and organized churches, 
and planted others, in afl parts of the repubUc. In 1790, he crossed the greet 
mountains, and held a conference five miles fi-om the present Lexington. It 
was the first general assemblage of the Methodists in the wilderness of the West. 
That conference then numbered only twelve preachers. They were " indiffer- 
ently clad," said Bishop Asbury, "with emaciated bodies, and subject to hard 
fere, but, I hope, rich in fidth." 

1. This sect WM founded, in 1729, by John Wesley and a minister named Morgan. Their doctrine is 
the same as that of Ihe Church of England, but they discarded most of its rituals. They adhere to the 
Episcopal form of church government, though varying somewhat from the Ohnrch of England in its 
^aminfstration. The name, as applied to a religious sect, is older than the organization of Wesley and 
others. It was given to two kinds of Popish Doctors of Divinity, in France, about the middle of the 
serenteenth century, who violently opposed the Huguenot". In England, it was applied to those church 
members who were evangelical in their view!*, and Kenlons in thel'' yc«*ching. Methodism has been 
w«ll daOiMd bj an Bo^iah writer, as " ChrisUanity in earnest" 
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From the time of his consecration until his death, a period of thirty-two yean^ 
Bishop Asbury travelled yearly through every State in the increasing Union, 
and kept in efficient action the great machinery of the travelling connection. In 
the exercise of his episooi^d office, he ordained not less, probably, than three 
thousand preachers, and uttered seventeen thousand sermons. .Alter spending 
fifty-five years in the ministry (forty-five in America), that fiuthful servant of 
Christ was called to his rest, at the house of his old firiend, George Arnold, in 
Virgmia, on the 31st of March, 1816, in the seventy-first year of his age. His 
remains, by order of the Greneral Conference, were taken to Baltimore, and de- 
posited in a vault prepared for the purpose imder the recess of the pulpit of the 
Methodist Chuixdi in Eutaw Street 



JOHN TRUMBULL. 

rB name of Trumbull, the painter, i like Trumbull, the magistrate, will ever be 
associated with the noblest chapter of American history , ^cause his pencil 
illustrated its noblest events. The painter was the youngest son of the magis- 
trate, and was bom at Lebanon, Connecticut, on the 6th of June, 1*756. After 
receiving an excellent education at Lebanon, he entered Harvard College, where 
he remained about a year, and was graduated in 1772. He had early felt the 
Inspirations of art and the aspirations of genius; and during much of his college * 
years at Harvard, he was studying books on the subject of drawing and painting, 
or was engaged in copying some pictures there. He pamted his first original 
picture^TAa BatUe of CannoB — soon after leaving college, and resolved to devote 
his life to art, when the gathering storm of the Revolution diverted him frwn 
that pursuit, and caused him to exchange his pencil for a sword. His fiither 
wished him to become a clergyman, but the church militant had not for him the 
charms of martial life, and he became adjutant of the first Connecticut regiment, 
which was stationed at Roxbury, in the Summer of 1775. A drawing which 
he made of the enemy's works, by request of Washington, so pleased the com- 
mander-in-chie^ that he made the young painter his aid-de-camp, in August 
He was promoted to major of brigade, in the Autumn, and in that capacity he 
attracted the attention of adjutant-general Gates. He was appointed, by Grates, 
adjutant-general of the Northern Department, with the title of Colonel, in June, 
1776, and accompanied that officer to Ticonderoga. He did not receive his 
commission from Congress until the following Spring, and then it was dated in 
September. The young soldier was offended, and returned the commission with 
a spicy letter tendering his resignation. Then ended his military career, and he 
went to Boston to resume the study of art. In 1780, he sailed for London, to 
place himself under the instruction of Benjamin West The great painter re- 
ceived him kindly, and Trumbull was pursuing his studies quietly, when, late in 
the year, he was arrested as a rebel, and cast into prison on a charge of treason. 
West immediately interceded for him, before the king, and received the royal 
assurance that the young painter's life should be spared. After an imprisonment 
of eight months, he was admitted to bail on condition that he should quit tiie 
country immediately. West and Copley became his sureties. He went to 
Amsterdam, and then embarked for America, but the ship was compelled to 
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put back, and he did not reach home until the beginning of 1782. He visited 
the army on the Hudson, toward Autumn, but peace soon came. His father 
then urged him to pursue the profession of the law, but the Artist would not 
listen; and, in November, 1783, he again went to England, and resumed his 
studies, under West, with great zeal, industry, and success. He was so succeps- 
ful in the treatment of ^Frwm, hearing hack to his Palace the body of Hector, in 
1785, that he matured a plan for producing a series of historical paintings, rep- 
resenting events in the American Revolution, Before the close of 1786, he had 
produced his BaMe of Bunker HiU and Death of Montgomery . These were engraved. 
Then followed his superb painting The Scyrtie of the Garrison of Gibraltar, which 
he sold for twenty-five hundred dollars. He came to America, in 1789, and painted 
as many of the portraits of the signers of the Declaration as were then present 
in Congress. In 1791 and 1792, he was chiefly employed in painting heads for 
his four great national pictures, now in the Rotunda of the capitol, at Washing- 
ton city, namely. Signers of the Declaration of Independence, Surrender ofBurgoyne, 
Surrender of ComwaUis, Washington Surrendering his Commission, He then 
went to England as private secretary to Mr. Jay. He went to Paris and en- 
gaged in commercial pursuits, for awhile ; and, in August, 1796, he was appointed 
fifth commissioner to carry out the designs of one article of Jay's treaty with 
Great Britain* His duties did not end until 1804, when he returned to the 
United States, and resumed his pencil at New York. Lacking encouragement, 
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he again wonc to England, and remained there until 1815, when ke r'?turned to 
New York. The following year he received a commission from our government 
to paint the four pictures above alluded ta He was engaged seven years on 
them. He was chosen president of the American Academy of Arts, in 1817, and 
was annually elected to that office for many years. Fmding no purchasers for 
his collection of paintings, he presented them to Yale College, and they are all 
in New Haven, in a buildmg erected for the purpose, called Ths TtrumbvU Gair 
lery. The venerable artist, soldier, and patriot, died in the city of New Yort 
on the 10th of November, 1843, m the eighty-eighth year of hifl age. 



^^ piTIPUL it was to see the heavy care of these poor women^what weep- 

-L In^ and crying on every side; some for their husbands carried a war 
on the ship; others not knowing what should become of them and tibeir litue 
ones; others melted in tears, seeing their poor little ones hanging about them, 
crying for fear and quaking with cold. " So wrote William Bradford, describ- 
ing the scene on the sea-shore of England when a company of conscientious 
Pmitans were endeavoring to escape to Holland from their persecutors at 
home. While they were embarking on a Dutch ship, a troop of mounted men 
appeared, seized tiiose on shore, a part of them women and a part of them 
men, while others on the vessel were carried away, the captain of the ship 
fearing arrest also. So families were parted for awhile, but they were finally- 
united in Holland, then the only place in Europe where religious and political 
freedom was tolerated. Bradiora was then only nineteen years of age. He 
was bom in Austerfield, Yorkshire, England, in March, 15w. His father loft 
him a comfortable estate, but, joining^e persecuted Puritans, he resolved to 
flee with some of them to Holland. He made two imsuccessful attemt>ts, but 
Anally joined his brethren in the Netherlands. Bradford had suffered impris- 
onmont, for being a dissenter, in Boston, Lincolnidiire. 

In Amsterdam ne learned the art of silk-dyeing, and when, at the ago of 
twenty-one, he came into possession of his patrimony, he engaged, but with- 
out success, in conmieroe. Bradford was one of Mr. Robinson's congregation, 
and was a zealous promoter of the project of making a settlement in America. 
With Elder Brewster and others, he formed one of the ** Pilgrims" who sailed 
in the MayfloweVy and he was one of the foremost in energv and good judg- 
ment in selecting a place to land on the shores of Cape Cod Bay, amid the 
snows of December, 1620. Before this was accomplished, his young wife fell 
into the sea and was drowned. 

On the death of Governor Carver in April, 1621, Bradford was chosen to fill 
his official place, and was annually re-elected so long as he lived, excepting 
five years, oetween 1632 and 1645. Among his first and most important acts 
as governor, he cultivated the friendship of the Indians, especially the great 
chief Massasoit. who ruled a large domain in the vicinity of Plymouth, the 
town founded by the " Pilgrims." It was wise as well as pust policy, and 
Bradford was rewarded for his kindness to the sachem by bemg forewarned 
by him of a conspiracy of barbarians for destroying the colony. 

The account of the first interview between J3r»lf ord and Massasoit pre- 
sents points of picturesque and romantic interest. The old sachem had sent 
a meesa^ to the governor, expressing a desire to meet him and his people. 
He was mvited to Plymouth. Late in March, 1621, he appeared on tha top 
of a hill with sixty of his best men. Edward Window was sent out with 
Massasoit's messenger, as Bradford's representative, carrying as a present to 
the f prest n^onarch, three knives, a copper ch^yia with n jewel i|t&<*ed, an 
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earring, " a pot of strong water," plenty of biscuit, and some butter brought 
from the Mayflower. After a brief interview, Winslow remained as a hostage, 
while Massasoit and twenty unarmed followers went forward and met Miles 
Standish and six musketeers at a brook which divided the parties. Massasoit 
and his escort were conducted to an unfinished building, where they were 
seated on a rug and cushions. Governor Bradford came "with drum and 
trumpet after him " and a few musketeers. After cordial salutations and 
bountiful feasting, a treaty was concluded by which it was agreed that the 
parties should be friends, and that they should give mutual protection against 
enemies. 

Governor Bradford was very energetic in promoting the welfare of the col- 
ony and in defending it against evils. He wrote a history of Plymouth Col- 
ony from 1602 to 1647, wmch remained in manuscript, having a place in the 
library of the old South Church, Boston. When the British army retreated 
from that city in the spring of 1776, one of the oflftcers carried this manuscrii t 
away to Halifax. It was recovered eighty years afterward, and was pub- 
lished by the Massachusetts Historical Society in 1856. Governor Bradford 
died May 9, 1657. 



EDWARD PREBLE. 

rE sons of revolutionary fathers often inherited the courage and patriotism 
of their ancestors ; indeed, the contrary was the exception to a rule, and 
true philosophy has a reason for it. The father of Edward Preble, one of the 
most distinguished of our naval commanders, was the honorable Jedediah Preble, 
of the ancient town of Falmouth (now Portland), Maine. He was a brigadier 
imder the government of the Massachusetts colony, one of the first commanders 
of the army at Cambridge, in 1775, and a civilian of eminence when the Revolu- 
tion had fairly commenced. Edward was born at the homestead, on the 15th 
of August, 1761, and received an academic education at Newbury. In early 
childhood he was noted for great resolution, and a love of athletic exercises. 
Like many lads of that seaport, he had a great desire for ocean life, and he made 
a voyage to Europe, in a privateer, in 1778. The following year he became a 
midshipman in one of the Massachusetts vessels, and was captured during the 
second cruise. Through the infiuence of Colonel Tyug, a friend of young Preble's 
father, the young man was released at New York, while the remainder of the 
crew were sent to England. He now entered as first lieutenant, on board the 
sloop of war, Winthrop, in which he continued during the remainder of the con- 
test, and performed many deeds of valor. After the war, Preble was a ship- 
master in many successive voyages, but stood ready for public service when his 
country should call him to duty.' 

When, in 1798, our hostile relations with France made it necessary to prepare 
our little navy for service, Preble was one of the five first-lieutenants, appointed 
by Congress. In the Winter of l798-'9, he made two cruises, and the following 
Spring he commanded the Essex, under a captain's commission. In the year 

I. The late R«ar-«lniinil G. H. Preble wm a nephew of Edward Preble. He wae one of the most acholarly men 
In the navy, and enriched the naval llteratqre of our county. If ie " History of the ^ipeHcan flag " U an ei(|)a<|ii- 
ttve treatlM on th- euhject, 
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1800, ho was sent to convoy our merchantmen from the East India seas. H© 
was afterward appointed to the command of the AdamSj on the Mediterranean 
station, but ill-health soon compelled him to leave the service, for awhile. In 
1803, he was placed in conmiand of the frigate ConsHMion^ and with the PMla- 
delphia and several smaller vessels, he proceeded to the Mediterranean to humble 
the Algerine pirates who infested those waters. The principal powers engaged 
in that system of commercial robbery were those of Algiers, Tunis, Morocco, and 
Tripoli, known as the Barbary States. Preble first brought the Emperor of 
Morocco to terms, and then appeared before Tripoli, with his squadron. There 
he lost the Philaddphiay which struck upon a rock in the harbor, was captured 
by the Tripolitans, and the officers and crew were made prisoners.* Preble was 
soon afterward relieved by his senior, Commodore Barron. The value of his 
gallant services on the African coast was recognized by a vote of Congress, con- 
ferring upon him the thanks of the nation, and an elegant medaL These were 
presented to him, on his return home, by the President of the United States. 
On leaving his squadron, his oflBcers expressed their esteem in a highly com- 
plimentary address. His services were soon afterward lost to his country, at a 
moment when they were needed more than ever. His health gave way toward 
the close of 1806, and on the 25th of August, 180*7, he died, when in the forty- 
sixth year of his age. He was buried in his native town, wi<^h military honors. 



JOHN H. LIVINOSTON. 

rE friend and earliest biographer of President Livingston says of him, " He 
was a man whose praise is in all the churches ; first in her councils-— first 
in her honors — ^first in her affections." He was bom at Poughkeepsie, Duchess 
county. New York, on the 30th of May, 1746.' He received parental instruc- 
tion, only, until his seventh year, when he was placed under other tutors, among 
whom was the father of the late Chancellor Kent. At the age of twelve years^ 
he entered Yale College, as a student, and was graduated in 1762, when only 
sixteen. The profession of the law opened a brilliant future for him, and ho 
commenced its study under Bartholomew Crannel, of Poughkeepsie. His habitual 
seriousness was deepened into strong religious convictions, by hearing a sermon 
from the lips of the eminent Whitefield, and he resolved to abandon the law, 
and become a minister of the gospel. He accordingly went to Holland, in 1766, 
to prosecute theological studies in the University of Utrecht, and there be re- 
mained until 1770, and acquired the degree of Doctor of Divinity. He returned 
to America the same year, and became pastor of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
the city of New York. Through his influence, internal dissensions, which had 
prevailed for some time, were healed ; the two parties formed a imion, and, in 
1772, the Dutch churches became independent of the classis of Amsterdam; a 
result for which he had labored while in Holland. 

"When the Revolution broke out, all was confusion in New York, and Dr 
Livingston went to reside at Kingston, in October, 1775, where, a month after- 
ward, he was married to Sarah, daughter of Philip Livingston. Until the British 
took possession of the city of New York, the following year, Dr. Livingston wen| 

1. See sketches of Balnbrid^ and Decatur. 

2. The house hi wWchhe was born was in possession of the family of his only child, the late 
Colonel Henry A. Livingston until about 1880. When the Bntlsh went up the Hudson, in 1777. to 



was bom. 



S^^nh*^5& $?t^oSf)§1 * ^S*'^ i^V^** shot at this mansion, because its proprietor was a 
2t«22^« \kK^-SJ^^*'1*'**P ***® buildinsr, and the ball was preserved by the f amilv. The hoiwe 
™ fe^ ^® mai^gfii of the river. It waabullt In 1714, the year when the father of Dr. LivingBtoB 
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down frequently, and preached to the remnant of his flock, who were compelled 
to remain.* He officiated ministerially at Albany and LiviDgston's Manor; and, 
in 1781, he took up his abode at his father's mansion, in Poughkeepsie, and oc- 
cupied the pulpit of the Dutch Church there, for about two years. When the 
British left New York, Dr. Livingston resumed his pastoral charge there, and the 
following year he was chosen, by the first convention, Professor of Theology. Ho 
performed his new duties, with those of his ministerial services, with great zeal. 
in New York and its immediate vicinity, until 1810, when, on the removal of 
Queen's College (the theological school in which he was professor) to New 
Brunswick, in New Jersey, he was chosen its president. His inaugural address 
is a model of its kind, full of learning and the purest Christian spirit. In 1813, 
he completed a version of the Psalms and Hymns used in the church, pursuant 
to the request of the general Synod, and that collection is now the standard book 
throughout that denomination. As the college under his charge did not flourish 
as a literary institution, an effort was commenced, in 1815, to make it a Theo- 
logical Seminary, exclusively. That measure was carried into effect, and from 
that time, until the present, it has held that character. Its name has been 
changed to Ridger's CoUege, in honor of a distinguished citizen of New York who 
nobly patronised it. 

1. Dr. LlYlngaton ftdministered the Lord's Supner in the Middle Dutch Church (now [18W] the cJty 
Post OSce), la June, 1776> the last until the Britiob loft the city, in November, 178S. 

9* 
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Dr. Livingston's health began to fail many years before his death, yet he 
labored on and hoped on, until the last Finally, in January, 1825, he was at- 
tacked with acute pain, but was soon relieved. On the evening of the 26th he 
prayed fervently, in his family, and went to bed in usual health. When his 
grandson called him to arise for break&st the next morning, the spirit of the 
good man had departed to the bosom of his Grod whom he so dearly loved and 
so fidth^y served. He was then in the seventy-ninth year of his age. 



GOUVERNEUR MORRIS. 

rE preparation of the Constitution of the United States in the form adopted 
by the convention, in 1787, and ratified by a majority of the States, the 
following year, was the work of the accomplished scholar and statesman, Gou- 
vemeur Morris, brother of Lewis, one of the signers of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence. He was bom at Morrisania, on the Westchester shore of the Harlem 
River, New York, on the Slst of January, 1752. The death of his father left 
him to the care of his mother at the age of twelve years. He was graduated at 
King's (now Columbia) College, in the city of New York, in May, 1768, at the 
age of sixteen years, and his oration on that occasion, on the subject of WU and 
Beatdy, made a marked sensation among the polished oiroles of the day. He 
studied law under William Smith, the historian of New York, and afterward 
chief justice of the province, and was licensed to practice, in the Autumn of 
1771. He was not yet twenty years of age, yet he had ahready engaged in 
political discussions of the day, especially upon financial subjects, and had at- 
tracted the attention of many leading men. He continued much before the 
public in speech and in print, until 1775, when he was elected to a seat in the 
New York Provincial Congress. There he made a most favorable impression, 
and was soon an acknowledged leader, although then only twenty-three years 
of age. He was one of the committee of correspondence for the city of New 
York, and his pen was continually busy for the patriot cause. In the Summer 
of 1776, he was sent as special agent to the Continental Congress, on the subject 
of payment to troops; and in the Autumn of the following year, he was elected 
to a seat in that body. He was placed on a committee to confer with Greneral 
Washington on the subject of a new organization of the Continental army, and 
he spent nearly three months in the camp at Valley Forge. From the moment 
of presenting his credentials, Mr. Morris was one of the most active and highly 
esteemed members of Congress; and finally, when the government was newly 
organized, in 1781, under the Articles of Confederation, he was made assistant 
financial agent with his great namesake of Philadelphia. He was now a per- 
manent resident of that city, where, by an accident, he lost a leg.* He remained 
there until 1786, when he purchased the paternal estate at Morrisania from a 
Tory brother, and soon afterward made it his abode. He was a delegate from 
Pennsylvania in the convention that firamed the Federal Constitution, and when 
the various articles had been thoroughly discussed and agreed upon, the task of 
putting the whole instrument into proper form and language was entrusted to 
Mr. Morris. The following year he went to Paris, and resided there until early 
in 1790, when, having received from President Washington the appointment dT 

1. He was thrown fW>m a cnrr^Mre tn the etreets of Philftdelphlft, and the hones of one of hia legs wwi 
BO mnoh shattered, that amputation hecame necessary. He always wor9 a ronffh itiek, M • l " "-^ 
#q4 would n«7er consent tp harrt % hfmdfomo )ef mad^. ^ 
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private agent to transact important business with the British miiu8tr7, he went 
to London. After accomplishing his business, he made a brief tour on the Con- 
tinent Early m 1*792, he received intelligence of his appointment as minister 
plenipotentiary to the French court, and that important station he filled until 
the Autumn of 1794, when he made another Continental tour, chiefly for the 
purpose of gathering information for the benefit of himself and country. He 
finally returned to America in the Autumn of 1798, and retired to private life 
at Morrisania, after an absence often years, during which time he had been en- 
gaged in the most arduous public and private duties. He was soon afterward 
elected to fill a vacancy in the United States Senate, and held a seat there from 
May, 1800, until March, 1803. He travelled most of the remainder of 1803, in 
the tJnited States and Canada. His thoughts were ever active on the subject 
of the internal improvement of his native State. He was among the earliest to 
appreciate Jesse Hawley's plan for connecting the waters of Lake Erie and the 
Hudson, by a canal, and was one of the most ardent friends of the project He 
did not live to see it consummated, for death suddenly terminated Ms career, on 
the 6th of November, 1816, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. Mr. Morris was a 
fine writer, and his pen wielded an extensive infiuence during half a century. 



THOMAS M*KEAN. 

AMONGr the numerous men of note, in Pennsylvania, who received an aca- 
demic education under Francis Allison,* was the eminent Chief Justice 
M*Kean, of that State. He was bom in Chester county, Pennsylvania, on the 
19th of March, 1734. He studied law with his relative, David Finney, at New 
Castie, in Delaware ; and during his student life, he was clerk of the prothono- 
tary Court of Common Pleas, for that county. He was admitted to practice 
before he was twenty-one years of age, and his upward course in his profession 
was rapid and highly honorabla In 1756, he was appointed deputy of the at- 
torney-general, to prosecute in the county of Sussex, and the following year he 
was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. He was ap- 
pointed clerk of the assembly of Delaware, at about the same time ; and that 
body, in 1762, appointed him a colleague, with Caesar Rodney, to revise and 
print the laws of the province enacted during the preceding ten years. That 
same year he was chosen a member of the Delaware Assembly,' and thcp he 
commenced his distinguished political career, in earnest, which continued for 
almost half a century. He was annually reelected to the Assembly for seventeen 
years, against his continually expressed desire to leave public life, and even 
whiJe, for six years of the time, he was a resident of the city of Philadelphia. 
This was an extraordinary proof of his ability and fidelity.^ 

In 1764, the legislature appointed him one of three trustees of the provincial 
loan office, and he performed the duties of that station until 1772. He was a 
delegate to the "Stamp Act Congress" held in New York, in 1765, and was 

1. S«e sketch of Francij" Allison. 

2. Tb« pret«nt Stiite of Delaware, which William Penn obtained bv frrant and puTchaae, In 1682, and 
Mmexad to his province of PennsylTania, was originally known as TAe TftrHtorimy comprising the three 
coontiea of New Castle, Kent, ard Rasrex. Penn gmve the people of Pennsylrania a new and more 
liberal charter, in 1701, but the people of The TerrUariw preferred a separate nr*^ independent govern- 
meot. A compromise was effected. The Delaware counties were allowed a dirtlnot nnd Independent 
•••embly, wider the same governor and council as Pennsylvania. Sneh was the political condition of 
the two commonwealths, nntil Ihuillv separated in 1776. 

8. When he finally poaitively daolined a re-election, Pn 1777. the people insisted that he should namf 
»omf of tl)9 h«rt men In P9l«ww«, for if^iit represfntftiv^s. !!« dS4 M, mmI #|1 wfr^ f )«eted, 
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one of the most energetic friends of popular liberty in that assembly. In 17*71, 
he was appointed collector of the customs at New Castle, and was a commissioner 
of the revenue. In the Autumn of 1772, he was chosen Speaker of the As- 
sembly. He was a delegate for his adopted province in the first Continental 
Congress, in 1774; and he was a member of the national council from that time 
until the return of peace, in 1783. As such he advocated independence, and 
signed the great Declaration. He was one of the committee appointed to draw 
up the Artides of Confederation ; and while acting as a senator in Congress, and 
president of the newly-orgimized State of Delaware, he was also distinguished as 
a soldier, in New Jersey, with the commission of colonel. In July, 1777, he was 
commissioned chief justice of Pennsylvania, and held that exalted office for 
twenty yeai's. It was a position of great responsibility, but Judge M*Kean was . 
equal to the task he had assumed. He was president of Congress, in 1781 ; 
and, in 1787, he was a member of the Pennsylvania convention which ratified 
the Federal Constitution. He was its earnest advocate, and was extremely in- 
fluential in procuring its ratification, by Pennsylvania. In 1789, Judge M*Kean 
assisted in amending the constitution of his native State ; and ten years after- 
ward, at the end of a warm party contest, he was elected governor of Pennsyl- 
vania. He was rather violent in his party zeal, and his course as chief magis- 
trate created the most bitter animosity against him. His political enemies tried 
to impeach him, but his stem integrity never allowed him to deviate from the 
strict line of duty, and they found no true basis for their attempts to degrade 
him. For nine years he governed Pennsylvania with firmness, ability, and great 
discretion, and then retired from public life. Only once again did he appear in 
a popular assembly. It was in Independence Hall, in 1814, when the safety of 
Philadelphia seemed in jeopardy from the British. He presided, and reminded 
the people that there were then only two parties, " our country and its invaders." 
The venerable patriot went down into the grave, on the 24th of June, 1817, 
when past the eighty-third year of his age. 



THOMAS BALDWIN. 

ONE of the most eminent lights of the Baptist Church, in America, was the 
Reverend Thomas Baldwin, D.D., who was born at Bozrah,* Connecticut 
on the 23d of December, 1753. His early education was very limited, yet his 
ardent aspirations for knowledge overcame many obstacles in his way. When 
he was sixteen years of age his parents went to Canaan, then a frontier town in 
New Hampshire, to reside, and there his youth was spent in the laborious voca> 
tion of a blacksmith, the business of his step-&ther. He was frequentiy called 
upon to read sermons to the people on the Sabbath, when the minister was ab- 
sent, he being the only young man in the place capable of performing such ser- 
vice. Only a few books could then be obtained, yet so thoroughly did he study 
all that fell in his way, that, when arrived at manhood, he possessed a stock of 
miscellaneous knowledge much greater than that of most young men of his time, 
out of cities. 
Young Baldwin was married to Ruth Huntington, of Norwich, in 1775, and 

1. The oiifrin of this name is a little amusing. A plain man, who lived where Fitchville now is, wat 
not remarkable for quoting Scripture correctly. On one occasion, in quoting the sentence from Isaiah, 
** Who is this that cometh from Edom. with dved garments from Bocrah," Ac, he <tMed tbatt^* 
Prophet Bomrah said thus and so. He was ever afterward culled the Prophet, and bis plmee WM i 
Boarab. When th« town wm incorporated, that name was giTon to it. 
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soon afterward became a member of the Baptist Church. He was ordained for 
the Christian ministry, in the Summer of 1*783 ; and at about the same time he 
was elected to a seat in the Connecticut legislature. Never was a man more 
devoted to his calling, than was this eminent young servant of Christ. He soon 
declined political office, because it interfered with hig ministerial labors. like 
Paul, his own hands ministered to his necessities, for, during the first seven 
years of his pastoral labors, his salary did not amount to forty dollars a year. 
Yet he travelled on horseback over a large district of country. 

The fame of Mr. Baldwin, as a zealous preacher, was soon in all the churches ; 
and, in November, 1790, he was installed pastor of the Second Baptist Church, 
in Boston. The change from the ruder society of the frontier, to the more re- 
fined of the metropolis, was very great, yet his services were most acceptable, 
from the beginnuig. His fervid and persuasive eloquence captivated all hearts, 
and remarkable revivals occurred under his preaching. Within the space of 
two years [1803-1806], over two hundred communicants were added to his 
congregation. 

In 1803, the Faculty of Union College, New York, conferred the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity, upon Mr. Baldwin ; and the same year he commenced the 
publication of the American Baptist Magazine. He was its sole editor until 1817, 
and senior editor until his death. It was a powerful auxiliary in his hands, in 
promoting the growth of the Baptist Church in this country ; and, for a long 
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time, it waa the only publication issued hy that denomination on this side the 
Atlantic. 

Although eminent as a preacher and editor, Br. Baldwin is more widely known 
to the reading world as an author. The number of his published works is thirty- 
four, a large proportion of which consists of sermons, printed by special request 
His writings on Baptism have always been regarded as expressing the opinions 
of the standard authorities of his denomination. Dr. Baldwin was a zealous 
friend of institutions of learning, especially of those fostered by the Baptist 
Church ; and during his long life, until his steps began to totter, he was an active 
laborer. He literally " died in harness," for he expired at Waterville, Maine, on 
the day after preaching two instructive sermons at HallowelL His departure 
was on the 29th of August, 1825, at the age of seventy-two years. Temperate 
and regular in his habits, his old age was nSne a sunny landscape just at evening, 
saffUsed with golden light 



SETH WARNEU. 

A MONO- the Green Mountain Boys of the last century, the man next to Ethan 
J\. Allen in their esteem, for daring courage, unflinching patriotism, and pleas- 
ant companionship, was Seth Warner, a native of Woodbury, Connecticut, where 
he was bom at about the year 1744. We have no reliable records of his early 
life, except that he was fond of athletic sports and the excitements of the chase. 
He took up his abode at Bennington, in the present Vermont, in 1*773, and was 
famous throughout that whole region as a deer and bear hunter. In the contro- 
versy with the authorities of Vermont, he was one of the leaders of the people; 
and in March, 1774, the legislature of New York passed an act of outlawry against 
him. He was with Ethan Allen at the capture of Ticonderoga, in May, 1775, 
and commanded the littie force that took possession of Crown Point immediately 
afterward. He received a coloners commission fi*om Congress, raised a regiment of 
Green Mountain Boys^ * and joined the army in Canada, under General Montgomery ; 
but on the approach of Winter, they were discharged. He had been of great 
service after the capture of Ethan Allen, at MontreS, and on the Ist of Novem- 
ber, had repulsed a considerable British force, under Gk)vemor Carleton, whidi 
attempted to land at Longueuil for the purpose of driving the invading Amer- 
icans back to Lake Champlain. The following Spring, Warner raised another 
regiment, marched toward Quebec, and was very serviceable in the final retreat 
of the Americans from Canada. In all the operations in the vicinity of Lake 
Champlain, in 1776, Colonel Warner was an efficient participator; and he was 
at Ticonderoga, in the Summer of 1777, when Burgoyne compelled the Amer- 
icans to abandon that post He commanded a part of St. Clair's troops in that 
retreat, and gallantly fought the pursuing enemy at Hubbardton, on the 7th of 
July. Defeated in that engagement, he made a successful retreat to Manchester, 
and on the 16th of August following, he was with the gallant Stark in the en- 
gagement known as the Battle of Bennington. He then joined General Gates on 
the Hudson, assisted in humbling Burgoyne, and participated in the glory of his 
defeat and capture. He engaged very little in public life, after that event, be- 
cause his health was greatly impaired by a complication of disorders. He lin- 
gered on until 1785, when death ended his sufferings. He died at his birth-place^ 
at the age of about forty-one years. Grateful for his services, his adopted State 
granted a valuable tract of land to his widow and children. 



L Sm sketch of Ethan AUen. 
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JOSEPH REED. 

" T AM not worth purchasing, but, such as I am, the King of Great Britain is 
1 not rich enough to do it," are the noble words attributed by tradition to 
Joseph Reed, of Pennsylvania, and uttered when a bribe was oflFered for his 
influence in favor of Great Britain, in 11 7 8. He was -bom at Trenton, New 
Jersey, on the 27th of August, lUl. His father soon afterward made Phila- 
dolphia his residence, for several years. Joseph was designed for the profession 
of the law, and was educated in the college at Princeton, where he was grad- 
uated in lis?, with a Bachelor's degree, at the early age of sixteen years. Ho 
first studied law with Richard Stockton, and completed his legal education in the 
Temple, in London. On his return home, he made Philadelphia his residence, 
entered warmly into political life, and was one of the committee of correspond- 
ence in his adopted city, in 1774. He was chosen president of the first popular 
convention in Pennsylvania; and, in 1775, he accompanied Washington to 
Cambridge as his aid and secretary. He remained with the chief during that 
campaign, and the following year, when Gates was appointed to the command 
in the Northern Department. Mr. Reed was then appointed adjutant-general 
of the American army, with the rank of colonel. He performed efficient service 
in the battle near Brooklyn, in August, 1776, especially in the management of 
the admirable retreat of the Americans. In the Spring of 1 7 7 7, he was appointed 
a brigadier, in command of cavalry, but declined the honor, yet he remained at- 
tached to the army until after the battle at G^rmantown, in the Autumn of 
1777. He was soon afterward elected to a seat in Congress, and was a member 
of that body when, in the Spring of 1778, commissioners came fi'om England to 
negotiate a peace on the basis of the submission of the colonists to the crown. 
It was to the agent of one of these commissioners that he is said to have ad- 
dressed the words above quoted.' The fact became known, and Congress re- 
fused farther intercourse with the commissioners. In 1778, General Reed was 
chosen president of the newly-organized commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
filled that station with great ability until October, 1781, when he retired from 
public life, and resumed the practice of the law. Like all dutiful men, he was 
the target for unmeasured abuse from his political opponents ; but when time 
dissipated the clouds of party rancor, all men beheld in Joseph Reed a patriot 
and an honest man. His health became impaired in 1784, and he went to Eng- 
land to seek its restoration, but without beneficial results.^ He died on the 4th 
of March, 1785, at the age of forty-four years. 

1. The agent chosen was Mrs. Ferguson, a native of Pennsylyanfa, -whose hnsband was a relative of 
Adam Ferguson, the secretary of the commisBlon. She was a woman of superior attainments, and loved 
her country. She was a passive, rather than an active agent in the matter. In her account of her in- 
terview with Mr. Reed, she says his words were, " My Influence is but small, but were it as great as 
Oovemor Johnstone rthe commissioner who approached Oeneral Reed, through Mrs. Ferguson] would 
insinuate, the King of Great Britain has nothmg within his gift that would tempt me." Alluding to 
this, Trumbull, ia his '* M'Flngal,*' lays : 

" Behold, at Britain's utmost shifts. 
Comes Johnstone, loaded with like gifts, 
To venture thron«rh the Whiggish tribe, 
To cndile, wh^e " i, coax, and bribe ; 
And call to ail bin deop'rate mission, 
His petiiioatel poli'ician; 
While Venns, joined to act the farce, 
Strolls forth embassadress of Mars." 

2. Mr. Reed married a daughter of Dennis de Berdt, a Tiondon merchant, in 1770. Though in delicate 
health, she was active in her sphere of duty in relation to pnblic events. She was at the head of an 
association of ladies, formed in Philadelphia in 1780, to furnish clothing for the army. No less than 
twenty-two hundred ladies joined the association, and contributed by their money and needles to the 
comfort of the soldien. 
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JAMES RIVINQTON. 

PERHAPS one of the most acute and succe^^M political gamesters in this 
country, was James Rivington, "the king's printer," in New York, during 
a greater portion of the War for Independence. He was a native of London, 
well-educated, courtly fh deportment, and a general fisivorite among his acquaint' 
ances. He was a bookseller in London, but felling in business, he came to 
America, in 1760, imd opened a book-store in Philadelphia. The following year 
he opened another at the foot of Wall Street, New York; and, in IT 62, he 
established a third, in Boston. His partner in the latter died three years after- 
ward, and it was dosed. In the course of a few years he again failed in busi- 
ness, but settling his affairs satisfactorily, he resumed it in New York, and 
thereafter confined his operations to that city. He commenced printing books, 
in 1772 ; and, in the Spring of the following year, he published the first number 
of his Royal Gazetteer, a weekly newspaper. \t was conducted with considerable 
fairness, but after the hostilities in Massachusetts, in the Spring of 1775, he took 
strong ground against the Whigs, and excited their fiercest indignation. Their 
ire took tangible shape in November of that year, when Isaac Sears (a leader of 
the Sons of Liberty ten years before), at the head of a troop of Cionnecticut mil- 
itia, marched into the city at noon-day, destroyed Rivington's press, and car- 
ried off" his type to the tune of Yankee Doodle. Rivington soon afterward went 
to England, but returned in the Autumn of 1776, when the British had taken 
possession of New York. Early in 1777, he resumed the pubhcation of his 
paper, and from that time till the close of the war, he dealt hflutl and unscrupu- 
lous blows upon the patriots, from Washington and Congress down to the most 
obscure official And yet, toward the close of the conflict, while his press was 
the vehicle of the coarsest abuse of Washington and his friends, it is a well-at- 
tested fact that Riving^n was secretly furnishing the American commander-in- 
chief valuable information concerning the movements and plans of the enemy 
within the city. Such was the case from early in 1781, until the evacuation cf 
the city by the British near the close of 1783.» This fact accounts for the other- 
wise inexplicable circumstance, that Rivington, the arch-loyalist, was allowed 
to remain while thousands of less offending Tories were compelled to flee to 
Nova Scotia. Rivington sagaciously perceived the inevitable result of the con- 
flict, and thus made a peace-offering to the Americans. His business declined 
after the war, and he lived in comparative poverty for many years, simply be- 
cause he would not relinquish his expensive mode of hving.* He died in July, 
1802, when at the age of about seventy-eight years. 

1. By means of books which he printed, he performed his treason withont snspiekm. He wrote bis 
information upon thin paper, and bound those billets in the covers of books which he adroitly managed to 
sell to persons employed by Washington to bnv of him, but who were ignorant of the trsnsaetlon. Waah- 
ington removed the covers, and fonnd the desired 'information. Referring to the obaiig« in the tone of 
Rfvington's paper, at the close of the war, Philip Frenau, the vigorous epic aod lyric poet of tbt 
Revolution, wrote, in the editor's name : 

" You know I was zealous for George's command, 
But since he disgraced it, and left us behind, 
If I thought him an angel I've altered my mind. 
On the very same day ttiat his army went hence, 
I ceased to tell lies for the sake of bis pence ; 
And what was the reason — ^the true one is best, 
I worship no sun that declines to the west" 

2. Xafertiiig to this, Frenau wrote : 

" Long life and low spirits were never my choice^ 
As long as I Uve I intend to rejoice : 
When life is worn out, and no wine 's to be had, 
'Tis time enough then to be serious and sad, 
*T1m time enough then to reflect and repent, 
When our liquor ia gone, and our money is «p«nt** 
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• JOHN DICKENSON. 

rE " Letters of a Fanner of Pennsylvania to the Inhabitants of the British 
Colonies," published in the Pennsylvania Chronicle, during the Summer and 
Autumn of 1767, had a powerful influence on the American mind, in preparing 
it for the great struggle for freedom, even then impending. The author was 
John Dickenson, a native of Maryland, where he was bom, on the 13th of 
November, 1732. His father was first judge of the Court of Common Pleas, in 
Delaware, and being wealthy, his son had ©very advantage of social position 
and pecuniary ease, at the beginning of life. He was well educated by private 
tutors, and then went to England and studied law in the Temple, for three years. 
He first appeared in pubUc life as a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly, in 
1764, where the readiness of his pen attracted general attention. He was also 
a member of the Stamp Act Congress, in 1765. He soon afterward commenced 
writing .political essays; and during the whole conflict, which commenced in 
earnest in 1775, his pen was always active and eflQcient His Letters of a Penn- 
sylvania Farmer^ above alluded to, were published in London, by "Dr. Franklin, 
in 1768, and the following year they were translated into French, and published 
at Paris. » 

1. The people of Boston pasMd a vote of thanks to Mr. Dickenson for those Letters, and the Sodetj 
of Fort St. David, of Philadelphia, presented him ^th an address in " a box of heart of oak." 
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Mr. Dickenson was a member of the first Continental Congress, in 1774, a«id 
his pen was instrumental in the preparation of two of the State papers put fotvh 
by that body. He wrote the Declaration of the Congress of 1776, setting forth 
the causes and the necessity for war; yet he steadily opposed the idea of polit- 
ical independence, for he hoped for a reconciliation. For that reason, ho was 
intentionally absent from Congress on the 4th of July, 1776, for he was unwill- 
ing to vote on the subject of independence, contrary to the expressed wishes of 
his constituents. In the Autumn of 1777, President M*Kean, of Delaware, 
commissioned him a brigadier-general, but his military career was short Ho 
was again elected to Congress, in 1779, and there, as before, his pen was em- 
ployed in the preparation of important State papers. In 1780, he took his seat, 
as a member, in the Delaware Assembly; and, in 1782, he was elected president 
or governor of Pennsylvania. He held that office until October, 1785. He was 
one of the most accomplished and efficient members of the convention that 
framed the Federal Consti^;tion ; and over the. signature of FaMus he published 
nine ably- written letters in its defence. In 1792, he assisted in forming a Con- 
stitution for Delaware; and, in 1797, he published another series of political 
letters over the signature ofFdbius, At about that time he retired from public 
life, and the remainder of his days were passed in the enjoyment of domestic 
and social happiness, at "Wilmington, where he died on the 14th of February, 
1808, at the age of seventy-five years. Dickenson College, at Carlisle, Pennsyl- 
vania, is a noble monument to perpetuate his memory. It is now [1854] under 
the control of the Baltimore and Philadelphia conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 



PETER MUHLENBERG. 

SPIRITXTAL and temporal warfare was the lot of many Gospel ministers, draw 
ing the War for Independence. Of those who wielded weapons manfully, 
in both fields of confiict, was John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, who generally 
wrote his name with the John and Giibriel omitted. He was a native of Trappe, 
a village in Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, where he was bom on the Ist 
of October, 1746. He was the son of Dr. Melchoir Muhlenberg (the founder (^ 
the Lutheran Church in America), and the daughter of Conrad Weiser, the great 
Pennsylvania Indian agent. Peter was educated for the ministry, partly in this 
country, and partly in Europe. He was ordained in 1768, and commenced his 
pastoral labors in Western New Jersey the followmg year. He was called to 
the charge of a congregation in Vii^inia, in 1771, and it being necessary to ob- 
tain ordination from an English Bishop, before he could enter upon his duties 
there, he went to London for the purpose, at the beginning of the following 
year. He and Mr. (afterward Bishop) White were ordained at the same time. 
On his return, he became minister of the parish of Woodstock, Virgmia, and was 
soon an acknowledged leading spirit of that section among those who opposed 
British aggressions. He was chairman of the committee of safety in that county, 
in 1774, and was elected to a seat in the House of Burgesses. At the dose of 
1776, he was appointed colonel of a Virginia regiment, and, relinquishing his 
pastoral duties,* he joined the army, and was m the battle at CharlestcMi, in 

1. In concluding hi8 farewell sermon, he quoted the langnaee ofHoly Writ, which decfaurea that there 
is *' a time for all things," and added, with a tmmpet voice, " there is a time to fight, and that time has 
now come t" Then layitig aside his gown, he stood before his flock in the fall uniform of a '^Hiflnia 
coloneL He then ordered the drama to be bea en nt the charch door r->r reomits. and almost three hmadzed 
men. chiefly of his congregation, were enrolled under his banner, that day. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SILAS TALBOT. 211 



June, IT 76. Congress commissioned him a brigadier, in February, 177 T, and he 
was ordered to take charge of all the Virginia Continental troops. He joined 
the army, under Washington, at Middlebrook, in May, and was with the chief 
in all his movements from that time until 1779 — ^Brandjrwine, Grermantown, 
White Marsh, Valley Forge, and Monmouth. He was with Wayne at the cap- 
ture of Stony Point, in July, 1779, and was very active afterward, in Virginia, 
until the capture of Comwallis, in the Autumn of 1781. He was a brave par- 
ticipator in that last great battle of the Revolution. At the close of the war he 
was promoted to major-general, and removed to Pennsylvania. He never re- 
sumed his ministerial labors, but served his native State in several civil offices. 
He was a member of the first and third Congress, after the organization of the 
Federal Grovemment, and was also a United States Senator, in 1801. He was 
appointed supervisor of the revenue of Pennsylvania the same year ; and, in 
1802, he was made collector of the port of Philadelphia. In that office he re- 
mained until his death, which occurred at his country seat, near Philadelphia, 
on the 1st of O^ob^y 1807, whea he was precisely sixty-one years of age. His 
remains lie Inuied m tbit buriatgroand at l^rapiie^ near the chmdi in^reaceaa he 
was baptized. 



SILAS TALBOT. 

rB exigencies of the public service during the War for Independ^ice oftoi- 
times made officers amphibious — called to duty on land and water — as in 
the case of Arnold, Dra^rton, and others. Silas Talbot was of this class, and one 
of the bravest and most devoted. His memory has heeai zeBcoed from oblhrion 
by an accomplished writer of our day (H. T. Tuckerman, Esq.), who, with in- 
finite pains, has grouped the chief incidents of his checkered life into a miniature 
volume. Our hero was a lineal descendant of Sir Richard de Talbot of the time 
of William the Conqueror, and seems to have inherited the martial taste of his 
illustrious ancestor. He was a native of Rhode Island, but little is known of 
his early life. He was a young man when the war broke out, and he entered 
heartily into the contest He then resided in Providence, where he had married, 
in 1772, and built himself a house, with his own earnings. Early in 1775, ho 
had organized a little company of volunteers; and, in June following, the Stato 
gave him the commission of captain in one of its regiments. He joined the camp 
at Roxbury, was active during that campaign, and accompanied the army to 
New York, in the Spring of 1776. There he performed some daring exploits 
against the British shipping in the harbor, which elicited the thanks of Congress, 
and procured him a major's commission. In the Autumn of 1777, he was in the 
memorable siege of Fort Mifflin, on the Delaware, where he was twice badly 
wounded. The following year we find Major Talbot busily engaged in furnish- 
ing boats for General Sullivan to transport his troops across the channel at the 
upper end of Rhode Island ; and from that time, until the evacuation of tho 
Island, by the British, he was active in all military and naval events, in that 
vicinity. In the Autumn of 1779, he was commissioned a captain in the navy, 
and he afterward made as successful cruises, as he had already during his six 
months of naval command previous to the date of his commission. He was 
captured by a small British fleet, in 1780, and suffered the horrors of the Jersey 
prison-ship,* and the Provost jail, at New York, for several months. He was 

1. This was an old hulk, moored where the Brooklyn Navy Yard now Is, and nsed as a prison for 
•aptored American seamen. Soldiers were also immured there. Sereral thousands perished of famine 
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finally taken to England, and exchanged at the close of 1781. After the war, 
he purchased a portion of the forfeited estate of Sir William Johnson's heirs, on 
the Mohawk, and retired to private life. In 1*794, when a new organization of 
the nayj took place, Captain Talbot was called into the public service ; and he 
superintended the construction of the CkmsHtutiony which became his flag-ship, 
in 1*799, while on a cruise in the West Indies, with the afterward renowned 
commander of the same ship (Hull), as his lieutenant. Talbot remained in active 
service until 1801, when he resigned his commission, took up his abode in the 
city of New York, and lived in retirement until his death, on the 30th of June^ 
1813. Hia rem**.^ were buried under Trinity Church. 



NATHAN HALE. 

ONE of the earliest martyrs in the cause of popular liberty, in America, waa 
Captain Nathan Hale, whose fate, and that of Major Andr^, history may 
properly parallel He was a son of Richard Hale, of Coventry, Connecticut, and 
was bom in that town, twenty miles fi'om Hartford, about the year 1754. He 
was graduated at Yale College, with distinguished approbation, in 1773, when 
the tempest of the Revolution was gathering force. Fired vrith zeal for liberty, 
he joined the Connecticut troops that hastened to Boston after the skirmishes at 
Lexington and Concord, and was with Captain (afterward Colonel) Knowlton in 
the battle on Breed's HilL He continued with the army imder the immediate 
command of Washington, until the following year, and participated in the battle 
near Brooklyn, and the retreat of the American army, from Long Island. At 
that, time Knowlton was in command of a regiment, called Congress^ Own, that 
assumed a sort of body-guardianship to the commander-in-chie^ and young Hale 
held a captain's commission in it. While the American army were upon Harlem 
Heights, and the great body of the British were yet on Long I^and (in the 
vicinity of Brooklyn, and of the present Astoria), Washington was very anxious 
to ascertain the exact condition of the enemy's forces. He applied to Colonel 
Knowlton for a judicious person to go as a spy into the British camp. Captain 
Hale volunteered for the service, and bearing instructions from Washingfton, he 
crossed Long Island Sound from the Connecticut shore, visited the British 
camps, made notes and sketches, unsuspected, and was about to embark from 
Huntington, to Connecticut, when he was discovered and exposed, it is said, by 
a Tory relative, and was made a prisoner. He was taken to Sir William Howe's 
head-quarters at Turtle Bay, confined in Beekman's green-house in the garden, 
until morning, and then, without the form of a regular trial, was handed over to 
Cunningham, the brutal provost-marshal in New York, for execution as a spy. 
That wretch would not aUow him to have the company of a clergyman, nor the 
use of a Bible; and he even destroyed the letters which the victim had written 
to hia mother and sisters during the night Amid cruel jeers he was hanged, 
like a dog, upon an apple tree, and his body was buried in a grave beneath its 
shadow* He sufifered death in accordance vrith the stem laws of war, but his 
treatment, from the hour of his capture until his death, was disgraceful to the 
British commander. Hale's last words were, " I only regret that I have not 
more lives to give to my country."^ A beautiful monument has been erected to 
his memory in his native town. 

and diieue in that loathsome prison. The Provost Jail was also a place of horrors. It waa in JAbmtj 
Street, near Nassau Street. 

1. A ftill account of Hale's capture and death mar be found in Onderdonk's RevohMoitanf 
M* Long IHtmd, and in Losing's Picforiol FUUdBot^ of (Ae JSevottction. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 218 




ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

ABOUND the name of Hamilton, the pure patriot, the brave soldier, the ac 
complished statesman, and acute financier, there is a halo which brightens 
with the ^pse of years, for he was peerless among his fellows. He was a native 
of the island of Nevis, in the West Indies, and was descended from a Scotch 
father and a French mother. He was bom on the 11th of January, 1151. He 
received a fair education in childhood, and at the age of twelve years he became 
a clerk in the mercantile house of Nicholas Cruger, at St. Croix. Every leisure 
moment he devoted to study ; and while yet a mere youth, a production of his 
pen gave such evidence of great genius, that the friends of his widowed mother 
provided means for sending him to New York to be thoroughly educated. At 
the age of sixteen years he accompanied his mother to the United States, and 
entered King's (now Columbia) College as a student, where he remained about 
three years. The contest of words, with Great Britain, was then raging, and 
gave scope to his thoughts and topics for his pen. When only seventeen years 
of age he appeared as a speaker at public meetings, and he assisted the Sons of 
Liberty in canying off British cannon from the battery of Fort George, at the 
foot of Broadway, in 1775. He entered the army as captain of an artillery com- 
pany, raised chiefly by himself and performed good service at White Plains, 
Trenton, and Princeton. His pen was as active as his sword, and many articles, 
attributed to more mature and eminent men, were the of&£»ring of his braui 
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He attracted the special attention of Washington, and in March, 1*11*1, the com- 
mander-in-chief appointed him his aid-de-camp, with the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel During the remainder of the war, until the capture of Gomwallis in 
the Autumn of 1781, he was Washington's chief secretary, and was also the 
leader of a corps of light infantry, under La Fayette, at the siege of Yorktown. 
After that event he left the army, and, in 1782, was admitted to practice at the 
bar of the Supreme Court of the State of New Yoric. He was a member of 
Ck)ngress during that year, but declined a reelection. He had married a daughter 
of General Philip Schuyler, in 1780, and he looked to his profession for the sup- 
port of his family. He rose to distinction very rapidly, yet in the midst of his 
extensive business, he found time to employ his pen upon subjects of national 
importance. He was a member of the convention that framed the Federal Ck>n- 
stitution, and in connection with Madison and Jay, wrote the series of articles 
in favor of that instrument, known as T?ie Federalist. Of the eighty-five num- 
bers, Hamilton wrote fifty-four. He was also a member of the State convention, 
held at Poughkeepsie in 1788, that ratified the Constitution. When, in 1789, 
the new government was organized, Washington, on the earnest recommenda- 
tion of Robert Morris, placed Mr. Hamilton at the head of the Treasury. It was 
a wise choice, for financial difficulties were more formidable than any others in 
the way of the administration, and no man was more capable of bringing order 
out of confusion, than Mr. Hamilton. His consummate skill soon reg^ulated 
money matters; but while he was improving the fiscal condition of the govern- 
ment, he was injuring his own. He accordingly resigned his office, in 1795, uid 
turned his attention to his profession. When a provisional army was raised, in 
1798, Washington accepted the commission of commander-in-chie^ only on con- 
dition that Hamilton should be his associate, and second in command. This 
was Hamilton's last public service. In the Winter of 1804, he became involved 
in a political dispute with Colonel Aaron Burr, which resulted in a duel in July 
following. They met at Hoboken, and upon the same spot^v^here his son was 
killed in a duel a few years previously, Hamilton was mortaUy wounded, and 
died the next day, July 12th, 1804, at the age of little more than forty-seven 
years. His wife survived him, in widowhood, fifty years. She died on the 9th 
of November, 1864, at the age of ninety-seven years and three months. The 
voluminous papers of General Hamilton were purchased by Congress, and after 
being arranged by his son, John C. Hamilton, they were published in semi 
octavo volum^ in 1841. 



WILLIAM ORAY. 

THE successful and honorable* merchant is one of the most valuable int^^rals 
of a nation's strength, for he is the factor of the nation's labor and capital 
One of the most eminent in this profession was William Gray. He was bom 
in Lynn, Massachusetts, in 1751, and when quite a small boy, was apprenticed 
to a merchant in Salem. He finished his commercial education wiA Richard 
Derby,* of that port; and such was his character for enterprise and strict in- 
tegrity during his apprenticeship, that when, soon after its dose, he commenced 

1. After the skirmishes at Lexington and Concord, on the 19th of April. 1775, the Prorincial CongreH 
of Massachusetts, in session at Watertown, with Joseph Warren at its head, prepared a fall and elaborate 
statement of the affUr. with an Address to the People of Great Britain. Kiohard Derby (ttie master Of 
Toane Gray) was emfd^ed to canj these documents to England, and place them in uie haada of Dv; 



klin, in London. He arrlred there on the 29th of May, and the Address and „, 

llshed in the London papers. This wwtbe first infonaation the BritislipaMie had of ttMaflUs. 
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business for himself he had the entire confidence and good- will of the whole 
community. Prosperity waited upon him in all his transactions, and in less 
than twenty-five years after he commenced business, he was taxed as the 
wealthiest man in Salem, notwithstanding some of the largest fortunes in the 
United States belonged to men of that town. His enterprise and industry was 
wonderful; and at one time he haa more than sixty sail of square-rigged vessels 
on the ocean. For more than fifty years he arose at dawn, and was ready for 
the business of the day before others had finished their last nap. Although he 
Lad millions of dollars afloat on the sea of business, he was careful of smaU ex- 
penditures — those leaks which endanger the ship — and his whole life was a 
lesson of prudent economy, without penuriousness. 

Mr. Gray was a democrat, and his sincerity was evinced by the fact that dur- 
ing the embargo, he took sides with Jefferson, notwithstanding all New England 
vas in a blaze against the president, and it was an injury to the amount of tens 
of thouss^ds of dollars to the great merchant's business. In the midst of the 
commercial distress, he removed to Boston, and having pleased the people while 
a State Senator, he was chosen lieutenant-governor of the Commonwealth. He 
used his immense riches for the wants of government, and never took advan- 
tages of the exigencies of the times, to speculate in government securities. After 
the war of 1812-15, he engaged largely in business again, but he lost often and 
heavily. Yet he died a rich man, honored and beloved for his virtues^ on the 
4th of November, 1>)25, at the age of about seventy-four years. 



DAVID HUMPHREYS. 

IT is inscribed upon a neat granite monument, in a cemetery at New Haven, 
Connecticut, that "David Humphreys, doctor of laws, member of the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Philadelphia, Massachusetts, and Connecticut, of the Bath 
[Agricultural Society] and of the Royal Society of London," was " a distinguished 
historian and poet;* a model and a patron of science, and of the ornamental and 
useful arts." He was born in Derby, Connecticut, in 1153, and was graduated 
at Yale College, in 1111. A few months afterward, he went to reside, as a tutor, 
in the family of Colonel Philipse,* of the Philipse Manor, on the Hudson. How 
long he remained in that capacity we have no record, and we lose sight of the 
future "historian and poet" until the war of the Revolution began, when we 
find him at the head of a company of Connecticut militia. He afterward joined 
the Continental army, with a captain's commission, and was under the immediate 
command of Grcneral Putnam until 1118, when that oflBcer made him one of his 
aids, with the rank of major. He held that commission until the Autumn of 1180, 
when he was promoted to the office of aid to Washington, with the rank of 
coloneL He remained in the military fiimily of the commander-in-chief until the 
close of the war. For his valor at Yorktown, where Comwallis was captured, 
Congress honored him with a vote of thanks, and the present of. an elegant 
sword. 

In May, 1184, Colonel Humphreys was appointed secretary to the commission 
for negotiating treaties with foreign powers, and with his friend Kosciusczko, ac- 
companied Mr. Jefiferson to Paris. He returned in 1186, and was elected to a 
seat in the Connecticut legislature. He was appointed to the command of a 
regiment raised for the western service, but was not called to the field; and from 



1. Brother of Mary Fhilipte, wife of Colonel Boger M wris. See pag« 227. 
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1786 till lt88, he resided at Hartford, where, with Trumbull, Barlow, and Hop- 
kina, he wrote the Anarchiad, By invitation of Washington, Colonel Homphrejs 
resided in the fiunilj of the great Patriot fVom 1188 until appointed by his il- 
lustrious friend minister to Portugal, in 1*790. He went thither in 1*791, and 
returned in 1794 He was soon afterward appointed minister to Spain, and took 
up his abode at Madrid, early in 1795. While there he negotiated treaties with 
Tripoli and Algiers, and was successful in all his diplomatic duties. He was 
succeeded in office by General Thomas Pinckney, in 1802, and then returned 
home. The year previously, he sent a flock of one hundred merino sheep to 
America^ the first ever seen in this country, and the cultivation of this valuable 
stock was his chief employment during the latter years of his life. He took 
command of the mihtia of Connecticut, in 1812, but was not in actual service. 
Being blessed vrith ample pecuniary means,' he lived in elegant retirement until 
his sudden death, which was caused by an organic disease of the heart. That 
event occurred on the 2l8t of February, 1818, when he was sixty-five years of 
»ge. 

Colonel Humphreys wrote much in prose and verse. In 1782, he published 
quite a long poetical address to the armies of the United States. He wrote a 
number of smaller poems, a tragedy, and several political tracts; and, in 1788, 
he wrote a Life of General Putnam, from narratives uttered by the old hero's 
lips, carefully written out 



JOHN MARSHALL. 

T^HE long-honored patriot, and eminent chief justice of the United States, Joha. 
1 Marshall, was bom at G^rmantown, in Fauquier county, Yirginia, on the 
24th of September, 1755, and was the eldest of fifteen children by the same 
mother. He received some classical instruction in early youth, and from diild- 
hood he evinced a taste for literature and general knowledge. He became 
phjrsically vigorous by field sports, and his solitary meditations were generally 
amid the wildest natiial scenery. When Dunmore invaded Lower Virginia, in 
1775, young Marshall was appointed Ueutenant in the "minute battalion," and, 
with his &ther, performed good service in the battle at the Great Bridge, near 
the Dismal Swamp. In July, the following year, he was attached to the Yir- 
ginia Contineatal Une, with the same commission ; and, early in 1777, he joined 
the army under Washington. He was in the battles of Brandywine and G«r- 
mantown, suffered at Valley Forge, and fought at Monmouth in the Summer of 
1778, as commander of a Virginia company. He remained in service until early 
in 1780, when he turned his attention to the study of the law. He attended 
the lectures of Mr. Wythe (afterward chancellor of Virginia), and toward the 
close of Summer was admitted to practica A few months afterward, Virgmia 
was invaded by Arnold, and Marshall again joined the army in defence of his 
native State. There being a redundancy of officers, he soon resigned his com- 
mission, but he had no opportunity to practice his profession imtil after the cap- 
ture of Comwallis, in the Autumn of 1781. He then soon rose to distinction as 
a lawyer; and, in the Spring of 1782, he was elected to a seat in the Virginia 
legislatura In the Autumn of that year he was chosen a member of the exec- 
utive counciL 

In January, 1783, Mr. Marshall married a daughter of the treasurer of ^r- 
ginia, and they lived together about fifty years. He resigned his seat at the 

1. In I797i Colonel HunphieTa nwnied the daughter of a very wealthy Englidi i«^>«*^*i^ of Usbo^ 
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council board, in 1784, and immediately afterward (though a resident of Rich- 
mond) he was chosen to represent his native county in the legislature. He 
represented Henrico county, in 1787. In the Virginia convention called to con- 
sider the Federal Cionstitution, Mr. Marshall was one of the most zealous and 
effective supporters of that instrument. He served in the Virginia legislature 
until 1792, when he again devoted his whole time to his profession. He was 
fik member of the Virginia House of Delegates, in 1795, and nobly defended Jay's 
memorable treaty.* His speech, on that occasion, made a profound impression 
in America and Europe. Soon afterward, he was sent as one of three envoys 
extraordinary to the government of France. On his return, he was elected to a 
seat in the Federal Congress. Within three weeks after entering upon his duties 
there, he was called upon to announce, in that body, the death of Washington! 
His words, on that occasion, were few but deeply impressive. His career in the 
national legislature was short, for, in 1800, he was chosen first Secretary of War, 
and then Secretary of State; and, in January, 1801, he was appointed chief 
justice of the Supreme Court of the United States. From that time he discarded 
party polltioB, and in his lofty station he performed his exalted duties with great 
dignivf and unsuspected integrity, during the remainder of his life. He was 



1. See eketck of John Jay. 
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not unmindful of the claims of his native State, and aa his residence was at its 
ci^ital, he frequently assisted in public duties. This eminent jurist died at 
Philadelphia, on the 6th of July, 1835, in the eightieth year of his age. Two 
days before his death he enjoined his friends to place only a plain slab over the 
graves of himself and wife, and he wrote the simple inscription himselfl^ Judge 
Marshall's Life of Washington, published in 1805, and revised and republished in 
1832, is a standard work. 



WILLIAM WIRT. 

IT has been well observed that " it is the peculiar felicity of our republican in- 
stitutions, that they throw no impediment in the career of merit, but the 
competition of rival abilities." Hundreds of the leading men in our Republic 
have illustrated the truth of this sentiment, and none more so than the accom- 
plished William Wirt He was bom at Bladensburg, in Maryland, on the IStk 
of November, 1772, and was left a poor orphan at an early age. His paternal 
unde took charge of him, and at the age of seven years he was placed in a school 
at Greorgetown, in the District of Columbia. From his eleventh imtil his fifteenth 
year he was at the same school in Montgomery county, continuously, where he 
was taught the Latin and Greek languages, and some natural philosophy. He 
there had the advantages of a good library, and improved it ; and as early as 
his thirteenth year, he commenced authorship with promise. Young Wirt was 
a tutor in the &mily of the late Ninian Edwards, governor of Illinois, for about 
eighteen months. After a brief residence at the South, on account of ill-health, 
he commenced the study of law at Montgomery Court-house, and was licensed 
to practice, in the Autumn of 1792. He commenced his professional career, the 
same year, at Culpepper Court-house, in Virginia, and soon became eminent 
With vigorous body and intellect, pleasing person and manners, he became a 
favorite, and married the daughter of an accomplished gentleman (the intimate 
friend of Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe) residing near Charlottesville, ffis 
wife died in 1799, and in deep distress Wirt left the scenes of his late happy life, 
went to Richmond, and was clerk of the House of Delegates during three sessions. 
There he was greatly esteemed for his talents and social accomplishments, and 
he received the appointment, in 1802, of chancellor of the eastern distaict of 
Virginia. In the Autumn of that year he married an accomplished young lady 
of Richmond, and soon resumed the practice of the law. In 1803-'4, he wrote 
his beautiful essays under the name of T?ie British Spy, and at about the same 
time he took up his abode in Norfolk. He returned to Richmond, in 1806, and 
the following year he was engaged in the trial of Aaron Burr, for treason. His 
great speech on that occasion was warmly applauded. He was a member of 
the Virginia legislature, in 1808, and from that time until after the war, he 

1. Their graves are in the plain cemetery on Shoccoe Hill, Richmond, and the inscription la as foUows : 
" JoHir Marshall, son of Thomas and Mart Marshall, was bom on the 24th -of SeptembM^, 1756 : 
iatermarrlad with Mart Wilub Ambler, the Sd of January, 17® ; departed this life the 6th day of 
July, 18S6." Judge Marshall was an exceedingly plain man, in person and habits. He always carried 



pay your" un,notiUng," replied the old man, "you are welcome: it was on my way, and m 
trouble." "Who is that polite old gentleman who brought home my turkey for mef' inquired the 
young man of a bystander. " That," he replied, " is John Marshall, chief Jurtlce of theUnitttd States.' 
^J^^^}^^ jroMg man exclaimed. " Why did he bring home my turkey f " To gire y«o a ser*.. 
rennmand." ranliiui tiMk nthmr. *' mnA tn lA^ra w^n «m m**M^A «^ .^„. ^ S iiinfm ** Tha lata ~~" 
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pursued his professiou successfully. In the Winter of 1811-18, he removed to 
Washington city, having received, from Mr. Monroe, the appointment of Attor- 
ney-general of tiie United States. He held that office through three presidential 
terms, and at the end of Mr. Adams' administration, he made BsJtimore his 
residence. In 1832, he was nominated by the Anti-Masonic party for President 
of the United States, but received the majority of the electoral votes in only one 
State— Vermont During 1 833 he was engaged in founding a colony of Germans, 
in Florida. It proved a &ilure. In January following he attended the Supremo 
Court at Washington, and his feebleness of health was then very much increased 
by hearing of the death of his eldest daughter. A severe cold hastened the 
progress of his disease, and on the 18th of February, 1834, he e3q)ired, at the 
age of mxty-three years. His Life ofPabrick Henry is the most brilliant of the 
published productions of his pen. 



WILLIAM HULL. 

*' T CAN wait," said the great and good Lavater, when an enemy assailed his 
X chiuracter. Many injured men have been compelled to wait, and finally to 
go into the grave without the solace of vindication ; yet posterity, more just 
than cotemporaries, usually render a righteous judgment General William 
Hull, a brave patriot of the Revolution, waited many long years for a vindica- 
tion of his character from the imputations of cowardice, and even of treason, 
uttered by a judicial verdict and the prejudices of public opinion. Long after 
lie fell asleep in death, his vindication was made complete. He was a native 
of Derby, Connecticut, where he was bom on the 24th of June, 1753. He 
acquired phjrsical vigor while a youth, by farm labor, and at the age of fifteen 
years he entered Yale College, as a student. He was graduated with u&.ual 
honors, in 1*772. His parents designed him for the ministry, but on leaving 
college he became tutor of a school, for awhile, then reluctantly began the study 
of Divinity, and finally became a student in the Law School at Litchfield, Con- 
necticut. He was successful, and was admitted to the bar, in 1775. He was 
soon afterward elected captain of a militia company, and joined the army under 
Washington, at Cambridge. He continued with Washington during the siege 
of Boston, and the subsequent operations in the vicinity of New York and in 
New Jersey. He acted as field officer in the battle at Trenton, and soon after- 
ward Washington promoted him to major in a Massachusetts regiment. He 
behaved bravely in the battle at Princeton. In the following May he marched 
some recruits to Ticonderoga, and was active during the Summer and Autumn 
of that year, until Burgoyne was humbled at Saratoga. In the battles on that 
occasion, he was particularly distinguished. He suffered at Valley Forge, fought 
at Monmouth, and in the Autumn was in command of a regiment, first at Pough^ 
keepsie, and then at White Plains. He was at the capture of Stony Point, in 
the Summer of 1779, and he was soon afterward promoted to the rank of lieuten- 
ant-coloQoL His services now became multifarious, and until the close of the 
war, he was regarded by (Jeneral Washington as one of his most useful officers. 
When, after the treaty of peace, in 1783, the British still retained possession 
of several firontier forts, in violation of the stipulations of that treaty, Colonel 
Hull was sent to Quebec, by the United States government, to make a formal 
demand upon the governor-general of Canada for their immediate surrender. On 
his return, he made his residence at Newton, Massachusetts; and, m 1786, he 
waft one of (reneral Linooln's volunteer aids in quelling the insurrection known 
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as Shay^s Rebellion. He was also very active in civil afiOairs. In 1*793, he was 
appointed a commissioner to make arrangements with the British government 
to hold a treaty with the Western Indians. He visited England and France, in 
1798, and soon after his return, was honored with the office of judge of the 
court of Common Pleas, and the commission of major-general in the miUda of 
Massachusetts. He was also elected a State Senator, and was employed in 
various pubUc duties until 1805, when Congress appointed him governor of the 
Michigan Territory. He held tiiat office when war was declared against Grreat 
Britain, in 1812, at which time he was at the head of an army, marching to 
crush ttie power of hostile Indians. He was immediately commissioned one of 
the four brigadiers to assist Greneral Dearborn, the commander-in-chief In the 
comparatively weak fort at Detroit, he was invested by a strong force of British 
and Indians ; and, to save his command from almost certain destruction, he sur- 
rendered the fort, his army of two thousand men, and the Territory, to the enemy. 
For this he was tried for treason and cowardice, and being unable to produce 
certain official testimony which subsequently vindicated his character, he was 
found guilty of the latter, and sentenced to be shot The President of the United 
States, " in consideration of his age and revolutionary services," pardoned him, 
but a cloud was upon his fame and honor. He published a vindicatory memoir, 
in 1824, which changed public opinion in his favor. Yet he did not live long to 
enjoy the effects of that change. He died at Newton, on the 29th of November, 
1826, at the age of seventy-two years. A Memoir of Greneral Hull, by his 
daughter and gprandson, was published in 1848. It fully vindicates the chanider 
of the injured patriot, by documentary evidence. 



AIBRAHAM WHIPPLE. 

** VOTT, Abraham Whipple, on the iTth of June, 1'7T2, burned his m^esty's 
X vessel, the Grasp^, and I will hang you at the yard arm. 

" James WaUiAcb." 
" To Sib Jambs Wallace : 

" Sir, — ^Always catch a man before you hang him. 

" ARRATTAlf WHIPPLK." 

Such was the correspondence between two opposing naval commanders in Nar- 
raganset Bay, in the Summer of 1775. Whipple was a native of Providence, 
situated at the head of that bay, where he was bom ui 1733. He received very 
little education, and from earliest youth his life was spent chiefly upon the ocean. 
He was in the merchant service for many years, and at the age of twenty-seven 
he was commander of a privateer named The Game Gock. During a single 
cruise, in 1760, he took twenty-three French prizes. When the colonists and 
the mother government quarrelled, Captain Whipple espoused the cause of his 
countrymen, and was among those who committed the first overt act of rebel- 
lion, in New England, in the burning of the British armed schooner, G^asp^, 
above alluded to.^ Captain Whipple sailed on a trading voyage to the West 
Indies soon afterward, and did not return until 1774. 

1.- The Oaspe was stationed in Narraganset Bay to enforce the rerenae laws. While chasiDK an 
American vessel up the hay, it ran aground on a sandy shoal. Captain Whipple and a number of sea- 
men went down the bay on the night of the 17th of June, boarded the schooner, captured the comnaoder 
and crew, and then burned the vessel. Notwithstanding a commission was a^iciiUed to iiiTseitaski the 
aflMr. and a large reward was offered for the perpetrators, their names were not made known ms^ mt 
with Great Britain had aotnaUy commenced. 
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In the Spring of 1775, Sir James Wallace, in command of the British frigate 
Rose, blockaded Narraganset Bay. The legislature of Rhode Island fitted out 
two vessels for the purpose of driving the intruder away. Tliese were under 
the general command of Whipple, and he soon expelled Wallace from the Rhode 
Island waters. In this business Whipple had the honor of firing the first gun 
in the naval service of the Revolution.* In the Autumn following, Captain 
Whipple was ordered on a cruise to the Bermudas, to seize powder, but was 
unsuccessful. In December, he received a commander's commission, from Con- 
gress; and, in February, l^YG, he sailed on a cruise in the squadron of Com- 
modore Hopkins, the naval commander-in-chief. From that time until the fall 
of Charleston, in May, 1780, he was in active service. There he was in command 
of quite a strong, but inadequate naval force, all of which remaining above water,* 
became spoils for the victors. For two years and seven months he remained a 
prisoner on parole, in Pennsylvania, when he was exchanged. He left the ser- 
vice, in 1782, and was allowed to go almost entirely unrequited to a citizen's 



1. A British Tenel had been captured at Machias earlier than this, bnt no anthorltjhad been giTen for 
the act. Whipple was the first to act UgaUy. 

2. Whipple sunk sereral of his vessels to prevent British ships from golnff up the Cooper rivei 
channel. 
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duty. He took command of a merchant ship, and had the honor of first unfurl- 
ing the American flag in the river Thames, at London. He was elected to a 
seat in the Rhode Island legislature, in 1786. On the formation of the Ohio 
company, he emigrated to the wilderness, in company with Greneral Rufus Put- 
nam, and was among the founders of Marietta. He was then fifty-five years of 
age. The threatening savages that hung around this settlement until the peace 
negotiated with the Indians, in 1796, cdled into action the great resources of 
his genius, and he was of essential service to the colony. AJfter that treaty of 
peace, he moved to a small &rm on the banks of the Muskingum, where ho 
struggled on in poverty until 1811, when Congress granted him the half-pay of 
a naval captain.* His fiiture years were thus made to him seasons of ease and 
absence from care. They were few, however, for he was seventy-eight years of 
age when tardy justice awarded its benefits. Commodore Whi|^le died near 
Marietta, on the 29th of May, 1819, at the age of eighty-five years. Over his 
grave, at Marietta^ is a neat stone, bearing an appropriate hwmptimi. 



DANIEL MORaAN. 

''AH, people said old Morgan never feared — they thought old Morgan new 
A prayed — ^they did not know— old Morgan was o^en miaerably afiraid." 
So talked that "thunderbolt of war" — ^the "brave Morgan, who never knew 
fear," as the chronicler said — ^to his children and neighbors when they sot and 
listened to his thrilling stories of the campaigns for freedonu^ He was of Welsh 
descent, and was bom m Pennsylvania, in the year 1736. His family were in 
humble circumstances, and his education was only such as could be acquired at an 
ordinary country school, at that time. At the age of seventeen he wandered into 
Virginia, and there became a wagoner for one of the wealthy planters in Predr 
erick county. He owned a team when Braddock marched to the &tal field of 
the Mcnongahela, and he accompanied that expedition as a bearer of supplies. 
For alleged insult to a British officer, he received five hundred lashes ahnost 
without flinching. A few days afterward the officer became convinced of the 
injustice of the charge, and apologized to young Morgan, in the presence of the 
whole regiment. His love for British officers was never very ardent afterward; 
and when they became his foes on the field, the remembrance of that d^prading 
punishment gave strength to his arm and keenness to his blade. 

In 1756, Morgan was commissioned an ensign in the provincial army, because 
of his military skill and service in the former campaign, and then he first be- 
came acquainted with Washington. From that time until the Revolution com- 
menced, he was much in service against the Indians; and tradition tells a 
hundred tales of his great daring. In 1774, he owned a fine &rm in Frederidc 
county, and that year he was in Dunmore's expedition beyond the Alleghanies. 
In May, 1775, Congress appointed him a captain, and in less than a week there- 
after, ninety-six men — ^the nucleus of his celebrated rifle corps — ^were eniolled 
under his banner, and were on their way to Boston. He led the van of Amold^s 
wonderful expedition from the Kennebeck to the St. Lawrerxcc, in tho Autumn 

1. In the year 1800. the veteran sailor was parmi ted to breathe the salt air of the ocean once agahu 
Some enterprising men at Marietta built a squaie-iigged vessel there, named it St. C^air^ and, kwdhic it 
with pork and flour, sent it to Havana. Commodore Whipple was appointed its commasder, MidM 
performed the voyage successfhlly. He thus had the honor of navigating the first vessd that ever aa&ed 
from the Ohio to the (Julf. 

2. He said that before the assault on Qnebee, where Montgomery was killed, he knelt by ttM side of a 
cannon and prayed ferventlv ; and when, at the Cowpens, he was compelled to fight th« M^erior ftwee 
of Tarleton, ne went aside, bcaore the battle, and prayed eamesUj for his conntty, his annj, aad Ub- 
self, and then, in his rough way, cheered on his men. 
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of 1775 ; and in the siege of Quebec, he led the forlorn hope of Arnold's dirisioa 
When Arnold was wounded there, Morgan took command, fought desperatelj, 
and was made prisoner.* When exchanged, he was commissioned a colonel in 
the Continental army, and from that time Washing^n considered Morgan's rifle 
corps the right arm of his forces. He was the chief instrument in the capture 
of Burgoyne, in the Autumn of 1777 ; and because of his brilliant achievements 
on that occasion, his neighbors called his fine estate "Saratoga." He received 
the commission of brigadier, and was one of the most active officers in the Southern 
campaigns. His miUtaiy glory culminated when, on the 17th of January, 1781, 
he defeated the British, under Tarleton, at the Cowpens, west of the Broad 
river, in South Carolina. For that achievement Congress awarded him the 
thanks of the nation, and a gold medal In consequence of the infirm state of 
his health, he then left the service, and retired to his farm, where be devoted 
himself to agricultural pursuits. Washing^n desired him to be placed at the 
head of the expedition against the Western Indians, in 1791, but St Clair was 
chosen. In 1794, he commanded the troops in Western Pennsylvania^ designed 
to secure the power over the whiskey insurgents, obtained by General Lee. He 
was elected to Congress the same year, where he served two sessions. He re- 
moved to Winchester, Yirginia, in the year 1800, wh»«, after conflnpfmsnt to 
his house and bed by extreme debility, he expired, on the 6th of July, 1802, in 
the sixty-sixth year of his age. His remains rest beneath a marble slab, ap- 
propriately inscribed, in the R^byterian grave-yard at Winchester. 



LEONARD CALVERT. 

ALTHOUGH George Calvert, who was created Lord Baltimore by James the 
Firat of England, was the founder of Maryland, yet the chief honor is due 
to his younger son, Leonard, because he led the first colony thither, planted it, 
and laid the broad foundations of that commonwealth, in social and political in- 
stitutions. He was bom about the year 1G06, when his &ther was clerk of the 
Privy Council under the patronage of Robert Cecil, James' Secretary of State. 
His father died in April, 1632, just before his patent for Maryland had possesse<} 
the seals of office. He was succeeded by his eldest son, Cecil The charter wa? 
completed in June, 1632, and Leonard Calvert, with about two hundred persons 
of good &miUes, all of the Roman Catholic &ith, reached Old Point (bmfort, 
near the entrance to Chesapeake Bay, in February, 1634. Ho was appointed 
governor of the colony which he was sent to plant. As they passed up the bay, 
and entered the broad Potomac, Calvert fired a cannon, erected a cross, and took 
possession of the country " in the name of the Saviour of the world and of the 
king of England." At the mouth of a creek on the north side of the Potomac, 
the settlers pitched their tents, founded a town which they called St Itoy's, 
named the creek St George, and there began the noble business of building up 
a fifee State in the wilderness. They dealt justly with the natives, and pros- 
pered. To every emigrant, fifty acres of land, in fee, were granted; anc^ ac- 
cording to the terms of the charter, every person who professed a belief in the 
Trinity, of whatever sect, Protestant or Roman Catholic, was allowed full priv- 
ilege to worship as he pleased. This toleration was a noble feature in that first 
charter of Maryland, and is very properly regarded with pride by the descendants 
of those early colonists. 

1. WhQe ft prisoner, he wfta urged to accept the commiHion of ft colonel in the British Bxmj, but he 
tndiCBftDtlj nftised it. 
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Governor Calvert built himself a commodious house at St. Mary's, and was 
managing the affiurs of the province with prudence and energy, when the civil 
war in England, which resulted in the death of King Charles and the exaltation 
of OUver Cromwell to the seat of chief magistrate of the realm, disturbed the 
repose of all the Anglo-American colonies. Lord Baltimore was deprived of his 
proprietary rights, and Governor Calvert was superseded by a Protestant ap- 
pointed by the Parliament He then retired to Yirginia. In 1646, after an 
absence of almost two years, he returned, with a military force, and recovered 
possession of the province. In April, 1647, he issued a general pardon, pro- 
ceeded to St. Mary's to firmly reestablish good government there, and sat down 
in the midst of an affectionate and loyal people, to enjoy coveted repose. A 
longer and more profound rest was near, for, on the 9th of June following, he 
died, at the age of about forty-one years. 



NOAH WEBSTER. 

'* TT^ tftught millions to read, but not one to sin," was the glorious and com- 
Jl prehensive eulogy awarded to the memory of Noah Webster, the great 
lexicographer. He was maternally descended from William Bradford, the second 
governor of the Plymouth colony, and paternally from John Webster, who was 
governor of Connecticut, in 1656. He was bom in West Hartford, Connecticut, 
•n the 16th of October, 1758, at the very time when Washington was leading 
his brave Virginians to the capture of Fort du Quesne. He acquired his early 
education at a district school, and at the age of sixteen years entered the fi^h- 
man class in Yale College. The murmurs of the storm of the Revolution were 
then becoming louder and louder, and, during the four years of his collegiate 
course, his studies were frequently interrupted by the disturbances of current 
events. Jn the Autumn of 1777, he joined the army of volunteers that flocked 
from New England to the camp of Gates, and he participated in the capture of 
Burgoyne and his army. He then resumed his studies, and was graduated in 
1778. He commenced life as teacher of a district school in Hartford, with one 
dollar in his pocket, but a noble capital of industry, a good education, and an 
indomitable will. He studied law during leisure houn^ and was admitted to 
practice, in 1781. Finding little to do in his profession, he went to Goshen, m 
New Yprk, and there opened a high school, which he called The Farmer's Ball 
Academy. 

While studying law, Mr. Webster perceived the many defects in the Englidi 
language, and in resolving to improve it, he formed the great purpose of his life, 
the compilation of a Dictionary. He first prepared an elementary work, which 
he submitted to several members of the Congress, in 1783, and tiien published 
it, at Hartford. It was soon followed by two others, and the whole comprised a 
spelling-book, an English grammar, and a reader. At least twenty millions of 
Webster's Spelling-book have already [1854] been sold in the United States, and 
the sale is still great. After the Revolution, Mr. Webster wrote essays on several 
national subjects, and he cooperated with Dr. Ramsay in procuring a copyright 
law for the protection of American authors. He ably supported the Federal 
Constitution, with his pen ; and he established a daily newspaper in the city of 
New York, devoted to the administration of President Washington. Aft«r en 
gaging in other newspaper enterprises in that city, he removed to New Haven, 
in 1798, and there commenced the preparation of his first Dictionary. It was 
published in 1806, and in the Pre&ce, he publicly announced that he had now 
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entered upon the great work of his life. That was at a time when a growing 
family and slender pecuniary means appeared great obstacles ; but he possessed 
an iron will, and his spirit was undaunted. He toiled on in the midst of many 
discouragements; and, in 1812, he made his abode at Amherst, Massachusetts, 
where his &mily expenses were less. He returned to New Haven, in 1822, and 
the Faculty of Tale College then conferred upon him the degree of Doctor of 
Civil Law. He was yet engaged in his great labor, and, in pursuit of his object, 
he went to Europe in 1824, and spent a year in the collection of materials. His 
mighty task was completed in 1827 ; and, in 1828, his American Dictionary, the 
greatest work of its kind ever undertaken, was published. It was soon after- 
ward republished in England, and at once took an exalted position in the world 
of letters, and gave its author great renown. An enlarged edition, carefully 
rjvised by the author, was published in 1841 ; and so he left it, a precious legacy 
to his country and mankind. During the long years in which Dr. Webster was 
engaged on his Dictionary he was no recluse, but was a practicing lawyer, an 
agriculturist, a legislator, and an academician. His old age, after a life of great 
activity, was serene, for the pure light of Christianity rested in beauty upon the 
good man's path. When his physician told him he must die, he replied, "I am 
ready;" and on the 28th of May, 1843, he went quietly to his rest, in the eighty- 
fifth year of his age. His Dictionary is rapidly approaching the position of 
highest authority, especially among men of purest taste and most comprehensive 
knowledge. 

1& 
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ISRAEL PUTNAM. 

FULL of romance and stirring interest was the career of Greneral Putnam, the 
hero of two wars, of whom Dr. Ladd said, " He seems to have been almost 
obscured amidst the glare of succeeding woi1;hies ; but his early and gallant 
services entitle him to everlasting remembrance." And the same pen wrote — 

" Hail, Putnam I hail, thou yenerable name. 
Though dark oblivion threat* thy mighty fame, 
It threats in vain— for long shalt thon be known. 
Who flrtt in virtue and in battle ahone." 

Israel Putnam was bom at Salem, Massachusetts, on the Tth of January, 1*718 
He was descended from one of the first settlers of that ancient New England 
town. His education was neglected, and he grew to manhood with a vigorous 
but uncultivated mind. He delighted in athletic exercises, and generaUj bore 
the palm among his fellows. At the age of twenty-one years he commenced the 
life of a fcumer, in Pomfret, Connecticut,* where he "pursued the even tenor of 
his way " until 1755, when he was appointed to the command of a company of 
Connecticut troops, destined for the war with the French and Indians on the 
northern frontier. He performed essential service under General Johnson at 
Lake Greorge and vicinity during that campaign ; and the following year he had 
command of a corps of Rangers, and bore the commission of a captain in tho 
provincial army. He had many stirring adventures in the neighborhood of Lake 
Champlain. In August, 1758 (then bearing a msy'or's commission), he was near 
the present Whitehall, at the head of the lake, watching the movements of the 
enemy, and had a severe encounter with the French and Indians, in the forest 
Putnam was finally made prisoner, and the savages tied him to a tree, and pre- 
pared to roast him alive. A shower of rain and the interposition of a French 
officer, saved his life, and he was taken to the head-quarters of the enemy at 
Ticonderoga. From thence he was sent, a prisoner, to Montreal, in Canada, 
where, through tho kindness of Colonel Peter Schuyler, of Albany (who was also 
a prisoner), he was humanely treated. The following Spring he was exchanged, 
and returned home. Ho joined the army again, soon afterward, and was pro- 
moted to lieutenant-colonel. He was a bold and efficient leader during the 
remainder of the war, and then he returned to his plow and the repose and ob- 
scurity of domestic life in rural seclusion. 

Colonel Putnam was an active friend of the people when disputes with govern- 
ment commenced ten years before war was kindled ; and when the intelligence 
of bloodshed at Lexington reached him, while plowing in the field, he had no 
political scruples to settle, but, unyokmg his oxen, he started, with his gun and 
rusty sword, for Boston. He soon returned to Connecticut, raised a regiment, 
and hastened back to Cambridge, then the head-quarters of a motley host that 
had hurried thither from the hills and valleys of New England. When, six 
weeks afterward, Washington was appointed commander-in-chief of the Con* 
tinontal army, Putnam was chosen to be one of four major-generals created on 
that occasion. He performed bravely on Bunker's Hill before his commission 
reached him, and firom that time, throughout the whole struggle until the doee 
of 1779, General Putnam was a faithful and greatly-esteemed leader. Hia fl»- 

1. During one night, a wolf that had been depredating in the neighborhood for acme time, kJUed aerenty 
of hiB fine sheep and goats. It was ascertained to be a she-wol^ and Putnam and his neigfabora toned 
ont to hunt and destroy her. She was driren into a rocky caTC, and at ten o'clock at ^ht, Putnam, 
with a rope fastened to his leg, descended into the den with a gun and torch, and sought out and bcddly shot 
the depredator. Then giving a concerted signal, he was drawn up by the rope. He again dosconded, 
seised the dead wolf by the ears, and was again drawn up amid the cheers of Ui oonpaokms. who wen 
waiting in exultation, in the moonlight above. 
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Tices were too numeToas to be detailed here— tbcv are all recorded in oar 
country's annals, and remembered by every student of our bistory. At 
West Point, on tbe Hudson, bis military career was concluded. Late in 
1779, be set out to visit bis family in Connecticut., and on tbe way be 
suffered a partial paralysis of bis system, wbicb impaired botb bis mind 
and body. At bis bcme in Brooklyn, Connecticut, be remained an in- 
Talid tbe remainder of his dayo. Wilb Cbristiau resimiation,^ and tbe 
f riitude of a coaiageous man, be bore bis afflictions for more tban ten 
years, and tben, at tbe clof>e of tbe beautiful buddinff monib of May 
(29tb). 1790, tbe veteran bero died, at tbe aire of seventy- two years. His 
Memoir, prepared by Colonel David Humphreys, firom narratives utter<>d 
by tbe patriot's own lips, vas first published, by order of tb« State So- 
ciety of tbe CincinDati of Connecticut, in 1788, and afterwards published 
in Humphrey's collected wririnirs, in 1790. A neat monument, bearing 
>>n epitaph, is over his grave in Brooklyn, Connecticut. 



M ^» » »< 



MABY PHILIPSE. 

THE beautiful and accomplished American girl of twenty-six Summers, 
who won the first love of WasbmRton just when bis fipreatness was 
dawning, U woi tby of tl>e historic embalmer's care, for she forms a part 
of the story of t he great central finrure in tbe group of American worthies 
of the past generations. Mary Pbilipse was tbe daughter of the Honor- 
able Pre«»erick Pbilipse, Speaker of tbe N^w York Colonial Assembly, and 
me of the early great landholders on the Hudson river, in Westchester 
county. She was b )rn at the m re modem manor- house of tbe fam ily , in 
tbe present village of Yonkers,^ on the 3d of July, 1730. Of her early life 
we have no record except the testimony which her accompliabmeots bore 
concerning her careful education. Her sister was tbe wife of Colonel 
Be?erly Robinson, of New York, and there Miss Pbilipse was residing 
when she made tbe acquaintance of Washington, above alluded to. It 
was in the memorable year, 1756, when the whole country was excited 
by the current events of tbe French and Indian war. Washington was a 
Virginia colonel, twenty-lour years of age, and bad won his first bright 
laureJs at ibe Great M ^adows and tbe field of Monongabela. On account 
of difficulties concerning rank, he visited tbe c -mman 'ei -in-chief. Gov- 
ernor Shirley, at Boston, and it y^as while on bis way thither, on horse- 
back, that be stopped at the bouse of Colonel Bobinsou, ia New York. 
There be saw the beautiful Mary Pbilipse, and bis young heart was 
touched by her charms He left her with reluctaoce aui went on to 
Boston. On bis return, he y- as again the willif g guest of Colonel Robin- 
son, aLd he lingered there, in the society of Mary, as long an duty would 
allo3ir. It is believed that be offered her his hand, but a rival bore 
tiff thenr'ze. That rival was Col'^nel Roger Morris, WashinocioD's com- 
panion-in-arms on tbe bloody field of Monongabela, and i ne of Brad, 
dock's aids, on that occasion. Roger and Mary weie marrie 1, ia 1758, 
and lived in great happiness nntil tbe stoim of tbe Revi lution deso- 
lated their home. Colonel Morris then espors^i tbe cou-e of the king; 
and when the Ameiican aroiv, un.ler WssbinT^no, w s (".icainped on 

1. Oeneral Putnam was a profenslDff Christian and mcmLer ct tlin Congreiiratlonal 
Chuioh at Brooklyn. It is said that after ihe war he ur se in ihn conprreffation and 
opologieod for swearing pretty severe'y on Banker's Hill, when he conld not Induce 
the tim'd militia to follow him to reinforce Prescott in the assailed redouht on Breed's 
Hill. ** It was a.'most enopgh 1o make an angel swear," ho &iid, * to see the cowards 
reluse lo secure a victoiy so nearly won." 

2 That old mannr-house, over a centnry and j> quarter old. is vet stan^'ing (18^1) and 
Is weL prfverved in its original form and cundiUon. 1 1 ia u:>ca ur p<.b Jc purposes by 
the municipality of Tonken. 
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Harlem Heights, in the Autumn of 1776, his beautiful mansion, overlooking the 
Harlem river, became the head-quarters of the commander-in-chie£ Both Ck>lenel 
Morris and his ^e were included in the act of attainder, passed by the New 
Tork legislature, in 1778. It is believed that she, and her sister Mrs. Inglis, 
were the only females who were attainted of treason during the struggle. A 
large portion of their real property was restored to their children, of whom John 
Jacob Astor purchased it, in 1809, for one hundred thousand dollars, and after- 
ward sold it to the State of New York for half a million.^ Colonel Morris died 
in England, in 1794, at the age of sixty-seven years, and his wife lived a widow 
thirty-one years afterward. She died, in 1825, at the age of ninety-six, and 
was buried by the side of her husband, near Saviour-gate church, York, where 
their son, Henry Gage Morris, of the royal army, erected a monument *a their 
memory* 



THOMAS PAINE. 

FEW men have ever received so large a share of the odium of common public 
opinion (which Hood defined as " the average prejudice of mankind **) as 
Thomas Paine, whose pen was almost as powerful in support of the republican 
cause in the early years of the Revolution, as was the sword of Washing^ton ; be- 
cause it gave vitality to that latent national sentiment which formed the necessary 
basis of support to the civil and miUtary power then just evoked by the political 
exigencies of the American people. He was a native of Thetford, l&igland, 
where he was bom, in 1737. He was bred to the business of stay-maker, car- 
ried on by his &ther, but his mind could not long be chained to the narrow em- 
ployment of fashioning whale-bone and buckram for the boddices of ladies. He 
sought and obtained an interview with Dr. Franklin, when that statesman first 
went to England as agent for Pennsylvania, and by his advice Paine came to 
America, in 1774, and at once employed his powerful pen in the cause of the 
aroused colonies. Many of his articles appeared in Pennsylvania papers, over 
the signature of Common Sense; and at the beginning of 1776, he wrote a pam- 
phlet, at the suggestion of Dr. Rush, bearing that expressive title. It was the 
earliest and most powerful public appeal in favor of the independence of the 
colonies, and did more, probably, than any other instrumentality, to fix that idea 
firmly in the minds of the people. Within a hundred days after its appearance, 
almost every provincial assembly had spoken in favor of independence.* Paine 
also commenced a series of papers called T?ie Crisis, the first number of which 
was written in the camp of Washington, near the Delaware, at the dose of 1776. 
They were issued at intervals, during the war. In the Spring of 1777, Paine 
was appointed, by Congress, Secretary to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, with 
a salary of seventy dollars a month. It was a position of great trust and respon- 
Aibility, and he performed the duties satis&ctorily until 1779, when, in a public 
dispute with Silas Deane, he revealed some secrets of his bureau, and was threat- 
ened with dismissal. He at once resigned his oflBce, but remained a firm friend 
to his adopted country. After the war, he used his pen for a livelihood; and in 
1790, he visited his native country. There he wrote his Rights of Man^ which 

1. This ptiTchase was necessary to quiet the occnpantR of the land In (heir possessioD, for tbey had 
jMifhArad from the commissioners under the confiscation act. 

3. 8o highly was that essay esteemed, that the legislatnre of Pennsylvania roted the author twenty^va 
hundred dollars. Washington rM^rded it as his most powerfnl aid. In a letter to Joseph Reed, ba 
said, " By private letters which I have lately received from Virginia, \ find that OpWKm jltmr \m work- 
ing a powerful change there in the minds of many men." 
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•ffbnd^jt .be government, and he went to Paris on the eve of the French Revo* 
lutiou. H3 participated in the opening scenes of that struggle, was made a 
member of the National Assembly, and finally, having ofifended the Jacobins, he 
was imprisoned and sentenced to the guillotine. While in prison, he wrote the 
chief portions of his Age of Reason. He escaped death by a seeming accident.* 
In 1802, he returned to America, and resided a part of the time upon a farm at 
New Rochelle, presented to him by the State of New York, for his revolutionary 
services. Paine became very intemperate, and fell low in the social scale, not 
only on account of his beastly habits, but because of his blasphemous tirade 
against Christianity. His Age of Reason is a coarse and vindictive assault upon 
revealed religion, exhibiting neither sound logic nor honest argument The 
corruptions of Christianity as he saw them in France and England, at that time, 
afford extenuating apologies for his vindictiveness. Had Thomas Paine lived at 
this day, he would never have written his Age of Reason and other libels upon 
God and humanity. As a patriot of truest stamp, his memory ought to be re- 
vered — ^as an enemy to that religion on which man's dearest hopes are centered, 
he is to be pitied and condemned. 

Mr. Paine died in New York, in 1809. Jarvis, the painter, took an impression 
of his face in plaster, after his death. That impression is now in possession of 
the New York Historical Society. His friend and admirer, William Cobbett, 

1. He was saved by a sin^lar popvidenee. Every ni^ht an officer passed along: the rows of cells 
In the prison, and with a iMece of chalk marked the dours f lom whicn prisonerM were to be taken 
to the scaffold. Paine's door happened to be open at the time, and it was marked on the inside & 
when it was closed for the night the fatal sign was not visible, and he escaped. 
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had bis bones exhumed, and oanveyed to England; and in 1839, bis 
friends in political and religioos sentiment erected a beantifnl monnn^ent 
t') his memory oyer his emptied graTC, near New E^ochelle, on which is 
inscribed, beneath a medallion bust, ** Thomas Paine, Author of Com- 
mon Sense.'' 

M *♦» M 

THOMAS PICKNEY. 

WE have already considered the career of Charles Cotesworth Finely- 
ney, one of the noblest of South Carolina's many noble sons. He 
bad an accomplished brother, four years his junior, who bore a conspicu- 
< us part in tbe great struflrgle for indepen<1ence, ani honored the diplo- 
macy of his couDiry. Thomas Piockney was bom at Chadeston, on tbe 
23d of October, 1750, and at tbe aire of tbree years was taken to Eur- 
land, with his brother Charles, to be educat>ed. There he grew to man- 
hood, chose his life- pursuit, acquired the proper preparatory knowledge, 
and, after an absence of twenty years, returned t > bis native land. In 
early boy bood he felt a martial spirit stirrios witb in him. It grew with 
bis growth, and bis studies were almost exclueively military, on his ar- 
rival home. He became a thorounh tactician in theory, and, on the 
organization of a military force in his native city, he was intrusted with 
the command of a company. He was a rigid disci plinariao, yet his men 
all loved him. He soon rose to the rank of major, and was very active 
in recruiting and disciplining tbe militia, until the ariival of General 
Lincoln, in 1779, as commander- in-chiff of tbe Souihetn army. Lioooln 
appointed Major Piockney one of bis aids, and in tbat capacity he was 
engaged in the siege of Savannah, in the Autumn of that year. Several 
months previously, be had gained great applause for his gallantry in IhQ 
battle at Stono Ferry, jast below Charleston. He was not among tho 
captives at Cbarleston, io May, 1780 ; aod when Gates took command of 
the Southern army, Pinckney was appointed bis aid. He fought gal- 
lantly at tbe battle near Camden, in August, and there bad his leg badly 
shattered by a musket balL He could not retreat, and was made a pris- 
oner and sent to New York. His wound disabled him dniing tbe rest of 
tbe war, and he remained in private life until 1787, when he was elected 
to succeed General Moultrie as governor of South Carolina. He displaved 
statesmanship of the highest order; a-'d, in 1792, President Washinirton 
appointed him minister plenipotentiaiy to tbe Britie^h court. He man 
aged tbe complicated and important affairs of his mission with great 
skill. Towards tbe close of 1794, Mr. Pinckney was appointed minister 
to Spain, and took up bis residence at Madrid the following year. Ho 
soon afterward concluded a treaty with the Spanish courr> by wbioh the 
free navigation of tbe Mississippi was secured to tbe people of the United 
States. He returned home the folio w ing year, to attend to his domestic 
affairs, aod remained in private life until the proclamation of war with 
Great Britain, in 1812, called many a veteran hero to the field. President 
Madison appointed General Pinckney to the command of the Southern 
Department, and it was under his directions that Gene<>al Jackson suc- 
cessfully prosecuted tbe war with the Indians. His forecast and gen 
erosity opened to Jackson tbat militaiy career which he pursued 8> 
gloriously. General Pinckney resianed his commission on tbe return of 
peace, and he resumed bis favorite employment — scientific agcicnJiure. 
He lived more than thirteen years after the peace of 1815. After a long 
illness, he died, on the 2d of November, 1828, when a little r^ore than 
seventy-eight years of age. General Pinckney married a daughter of 
Bebecca Motte, the patriotic widow of the Congaree, whose portrait «Dcl 
memoir may be found in another part of this work« 
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CORN PLANTER. 

CENTENARY honors crowned Gornio-dueugh, or the Complanter, a chief of 
the Seneca nation, who, for seventy-five years, held a conspicuous place in 
the history of his race, as one of the bravest and most eloquent of its warriors. 
He is supposed to have been bom about the year 1735 ; and he first appears on 
the page of history as the leader of a war party of the Senecas when that nation 
was in alliance with the French against the English. He was a participator in 
the bloody battle in which Greneral Braddock was killed. He was a native of 
Conewaugus, in the Genesee Valley, and a half-breed, his father having been a 
white man fit)m the Mohawk region.' Complanter was a war-chief of his tribe 
when the Revolution began. Being in the full vigor of manhood, active and 
brave, he was one of the most disting^uished of the dusky leaders who spread 
destruction over the white frontier settlements in New York, and in the Valley 
of Wyoming. In the bloody forays at Cherry Valley and Wyoming, Complanter 
was conspicuous; and during the invasion of the Seneca country, by Sullivan, in 
IT 79, and the fearful vengeance therefbr inflicted by the Indians afterward, 
Complanter was a chief leader of his people.^ He was the most inveterate and 
active foe of the Americans during the whole war, but after the treaty of peace 
he became the fiust friend of the United States. He was chiefly instrumentid in 
the i)acification treaty at Fort Stanwix, in 1784, when Red Jacket opposed him 
with his wonderful eloquence. At the close of the treaty the brave chief said 
significantly, " I thank the Great Spirit for this opportunity of smoking the pipe 
of friendslup and love. May we plant our own vines, be the &thers of our 
children, and maintain them." He was also conspicuous in treaties in Ohio, 
which gave offence to his nation. Hoping to exalt himself upon the ruins of 
Complanter, Red Jacket fostered the discontent, and the life of the former was 
placed in jeopardy. He repaired to Philadelphia and applied to President 
Washington for counsel and reUef Complanter laid a most touching appeal for 
himself and his nation, before the President The reply was kind, but Wash- 
ington could not go behind treaties. ReUe? however, was promised, and Com- 
planter went back, a happier man. 

During the troubles with the Indians in the north-west, until Wayne's victory 
in 1794, Complanter remained neutral; and he was at the council held in the 
Seneca country to treat with Thomas Morris respecting portions of the territory 
afterward known as the Holland Land Purchase. During the years of repose 
which followed, Complanter was assiduous in endeavors to improve the moral 
character of his nation. He made great efforts to stay the progress of intem- 
perance ; and h« was the first and most eloquent of temperance lecturers in 
America.^ He readily assumed many of the habits and pursuits of the white 
men; and having failed to become chief sachem of his nation, through the in- 

1. In his own UngnaKe, he said, " When I was a child I played with the butterfly, the grasshopper, 

and the frog The Indian boys took notice of my skin being different in color from theirs, 

and spoke abont it. I inquired of my mother the cause, and she told me that my father lived in Albany. 
I slill ate my yictnals out of a bark dish. I grew op to be a young man, and married me a wife, and I 
had no kettle or gun. I then knew where my father lived, and went to see him, and found he was a 
white man and spoke tha English language. He gave me victuals while I was at his house, but when 
I started to return home, he gave me no provision to eat on the way. He gave me neither kettle nor 
gun." 

2. Complanter made his father a prisoner, at Fort Plain, but shielded him from all harm, and semt him 
to a plac e of safe^. 

S. while speaking upon this subject, in 1822, Complanter said, '* The Great Spirit first made the 
world, next tae flyl^ animals, and found all things good and prosperous. He is immortal and ever- 
lasting. After finishing the flying animals, he came down to earth, and there stood. Then he made 
different kinds of trees, and woods of all sorts, and people of every khid. He made the Spring and other 
season*, and the weather suitable for planting. These he did make. But eHU$ to maka vhiucey to give 
to ike IndioM he did not wake. .... The Great Spirit has ordered me to stop drisl^ing, and Qf 
Wfs])«« nw to inform the people tl^at X\^tj Bho«I4 quit 4rinkin^ tntoxiPMiaf drUlllfi'* 
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triguea of Red Jacket, he retired to a large tract of land on the Alleghany river, 
which the legidature had presented to hun, and there cultivated a &nn in ob- 
scurity during the remainder of his long life. When Eev. Timothy Alden visited 
him, in 1816, he was the owner of sixten hundred acres of fine bottom land. 
He was a professing Christian,' though very superstitious. There the old diief 
lived on in quiet o^urity, until he had passed his hundredth year. He died at 
his residence on the 7th of March, 1836, with a confused notion of being bappy 
in the Christian's heaven, or in the elysian fields, pictures of which came down 
upon the tide (^memory from his early youth. 



SAMUEL L. MITCHILL. 

" A MONGr those," sayj Knapp, " who did not gain all the laurels at home, that 
J\. he should have had, while he was honored by almost every intelligent 
court, and every learned society abroad, was Doctor MitchilL" He w^ a native 
of North Hempstead, Queen's county. Long Island, where he was bom of 
Quaker parents, on the 20th of August, 1704. He was educated by private 
tutors, supplied chiefly by his maternal uncle. Dr. Samuel Latham, whose name 
he bore. That gentleman saw and admired the budding of his genius. Young 
Mitchill soon became an excellent classical scholar. Nature wooed him ; and so 
enamored was he of her beauties and hidden wealth, that he became her devotee 
while a lad, and was a philosopher when only twen^ years of age. 

Young Mitchill chose the medical profession as a Ufe-pursuit, and conmienced 
study with his uncle. In 1780, he was placed under the instructions of Dr. 
Samuel Bard, and after a little more than three years, he went to Edinburgh, in 
Scotland, then the seat of science, in Great Britain. There he had Thomas 
Addis Emmet and Sir James M'Intosh for his class-mates and fiiends; and when 
he left the institution, he bore its highest honors. The &me of his acquirements 
preceded him, and when he returned home he was received into the first intel- 
lectual circles in New York. The Faculty of Columbia (College gave him the 
degree of Master of Arts. For awhile he turned his attention to constitutional 
law, with the intentioh of engaging in legislative duties. In 1788, he was one 
of the commissioners who treated with the heads of the Six Nations, at Fort 
Stanwix (now Rome), and obtained from them the cession of Western New 
York. In the meanwhile he practiced his profession, and was indefatigable in 
his study of the natural sciences. In 1790, he was elected to a seat in Uie New 
York Legislative Assembly; and, in 1792, he was chosen Professor of Chem- 
istry, Natural Sciences, and Agriculture, in Columbia College. He was then 
considered the best naturalist and practical chemist, in America. In 1796, he 
made his famous report of a mineralogical survey of the State of New York; and 
the following year he commenced the publication of the Mediad Repository^ of 
which he was chief editor for sixteen years. He was the founder (and a long 
time president) of the Lyceum of Natural History, of New York; and he took a 
great interest in the New York Historical Society, and kindred institutions. Ho 
was a special and efficient friend to domestic manufactures and agriculture, and 
was the first, in this country, to apply the science of chemistry to the practical 
pursuit of the latter avocation. As a legislator he was wise, full of forecast 
and possessed great boldness and perseverance.* For his efforts in behalf of 

1 See sketch of Samuel KIrkland. 

2. He wu ft member of the New York legislature, in 1798, when ChftnceUor LiTinnton aimlied fot 
the exclnsiTe right of nftvlgating the wftters of the Hudson riyer with hottta propdied '*tt7 fir* «c 
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Steam navigation on the Hudson, his name should be associated iTith that of 
Fulton, Barlow, and Livingston.* 

For about twenty years, Dr. Mitchill acted as one of the physicians of the 
New York HospitsJ. Notwithstanding his immense labors in the field of scien* 
tific research, and his voluminous publications upon almost every variety of 
subjects, he found time to mingle in political strife, and share in the labors and 
honors of official station. He represented the city of New York, in Congresb, 
six consecutive years, and was afterward United States Senator. He was pos- 
sessed of vast and varied knowledge ; and yet, because he sometimes advanced 

■team." With his usual forecast, Dr. Mitchill perceived the feasihilitv of the project, and presented a hill 
accordingly. Everybody ridiculed him. The elder portion of the legislature consic^ered the whole mattei 
too absurd to be seriously entertained, while the younger members, when they desired a little fun, would 
call up Dr. Mitchill's " hot water bill," and bandy jokes without stint Tet the Doctor persevered, 
procured the passage of his bill, and had the pleasure of laughing at his persecutors, a few years after- 
ward. 

1. After preparing the aketches of these three men, printed on precedln^r pages. I was furnished 
with evidence from the correspondence of Barlow (in possession of one oi his descendants, who 
intended to arrange them for the press), that Fiilton was far more indebted to that friend for pe< 
(■uniary aid and general encouragement, than to any one e se. When Livin&nston first met Fulton 
in France, he was dubious concerning the feasibility of his scheme, while Barlow was sanguine, 
and was doinsr all in his power to assist Fulton. When experiments had furnished actual demon- 
stration, and Livingston coold no longer doubt, then he lent his wealth and influence to Fulton. 
Bai'U>w was Fulton°s bene/acterj Livingston was bis tmrineu jniHner and friend* 
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opinions of which the world had not yet dreamed, he was sneered at by the 
sciolist, and ridiculed by shallow upstarts in science. He was thoroughly ap- 
preciated in Europe, where almost every literary and scientific institution thought 
it an honor to enrol his name upon its list of members. Dr. Mitchill died at his 
residence, in l^ewTork City, on the 1th. of September, 1831, in the sixty-seventh 
year of his age. 



ARTHUR LEE. 

DtJRINGr the early years of the War for Independence, and for many months 
before the flame broke forth in Massachusetts, the American patriots were 
much indebted to secret observers of poUtical men and things in Europe, who 
kept the former continually and accurately informed of passing ^events. One of 
the most efficient of these observers was Arthur Lee, of Virginia, brother of 
Richard Henry Lee, author of the resolution proposing independence for the 
United States of America. He was bom at Stratford, in Westmoreland county, 
Virginia, on the 20th of December, 1140. He was educated in the Edinburgh 
University, where he studied the science of medicine, for some time. On his 
return, he commenced its practice at Williamsburg, then the capital, and centre 
of fashion, of Virginia. In 1166, while the Americans were yet greatly excited 
concerning the Stamp Act, he went to London, and commenced the study of the 
law, in the Temple. There he formed a close intimacy with Sir William Jones, 
(the eminent Oriental scholar), and many other men of note. During all the 
agitations from that period until the beginning of the war, Dr. Lee kept the 
Americans informed, chiefly through his brother, Richard Henry, of the plans 
and maasures of the ministry, and was of essential service to the cause of popular 
liberty in America. He wrote much for the press in favor of the colonies; and, 
in 1776, he was accredited agent of Virginia^ in England. In the Summer of 
that year, he presented the second petition of the American Congress to the 
king; and, in the Autumn of 1776, he was appointed a commissioner of the 
United States at the French court, as colleague of Dr. Franklin and Silas Deane. 
He held that position until 1779, when Franklin was appointed sole minister. 
In the meanwhile. Dr. Lee had been appointed a special commissioner to Spain 
to solicit a loan ; and in the same capacity, and for the same purpose, he visited 
the capital of Prussia, but the king, unwilling to offend Great Britain, would not 
openly receive him.^ Dr. Lee returned to America^ in 1780, when Silas Deane 
was laboring to blacken his character.^ The people believed in their hitherto 
faithful friend, and, early in 1781, Dr. Lee was elected to a seat in the House 
of Burgesses, of Virginia. That body sent him to Congress, where he held a 
seat until 1785. In 1784, he was appointed one of the commissioners to treat 
with the representatives of the Six Nations of Indians, at Fort Schuyler (now 
Rome), and soon afterward he was called to a seat at the Treasury Board. Early 
in 1790, he was admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
but his earthly career was almost closed. He purchased a farm near Urbana, 
on the Rappahannock, and there he died, on the 14th of December, 1792, at the 
age of almost fifty-two years. 



1. Dr. Lee was snccessftil in his mission to both Spain and Prussia. Althoagb the Kins of Prussia 
would not receive him openly, he had continual correspondence with the court, and his brother William 



was a resident agent of the United States there. While in Berlin, his papers were stolen, and be c „._ 

the British minister with the theft. The king ordered an investliration, and Ihey were soon serreUy re- 
turned. At the request of the Prussian monarch, the British minister was recalled. Dr.Leer^c^lT^dii 
asmiranoes of friendship from the king, »n4 Obtain^a fftvore for the VniM 8ttm», 
% Sm Sketch of Peane. 
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CHRISTOPHER COLLES. 

Fihat superb Offering of Intellect to Wortli and Genius, the Knickerbocker 
Gallery^* published at the close of 1854, Dr. John W. Francis has given an 
exceedingly interesting sketch of Christopher CoUes, a name but Uttle Imown to 
this generation, while the influence of his genius is everywhere felt in the great 
pulsating arteries of our national enterprise, for it was in the highest degree 
suggestive. This kindly embalming by an appreciating hand, has saved a name 
deserving of honor firom that forgetfulness which the world too often indulges 
toward genius in linsey-woolsey. 

Mr. CoUes was bom in Ireland about the year 1*151. Under the care and 
instructions of Richard Pooocke, the celebrated Oriental traveller, he acquired 
mudi scientific knowledge and considerable expertness in the use of different 
languages. His patron died in 1*765, and CoUes came to America soon after- 
ward. He first appeared in public here as a lecturer on canal navigation, at 
about the year 1'772 ; and he is unquestionably the first man who suggested, and 
called public attention to the importauce of a navigable water-conmiunication 
between the Hudson river and the Lakes. He presented a memorial on the 
subject to the New York State legislature, in the Autumn of 1*784, and in April 
following, a favorable report was made. CoUes actuaUy made a survey of the 
Mohawl^ and the country to Wood creek, by which a water-communication with 
Oneida and Ontario lakes might be effected. The results of that tour were pub- 
lished in a pamphlet, in 1*785. More than ten years before, CoUes had matured 
a plan for supplying the city of New York with wholesome water, and steps 
were taken for the purpose, when the Revolution interfered. Year after year 
he was engaged in his £ivorite projects. In 1*79*7, his name appeared among 
appticants for a contract to supply the city of New York with water; and it 
was imquestionably his fertile mind that conceived the idea, then first put forth, 
of obtaining water from Westchester county. The Bronx, instead of the GroUm, 
was the proposed fountain of supply. In 1808, he published an interesting 
pamphlet on canals. 

In 1*789, Mr. CoUes published a series of sectional Road Maps, for the use of 
traveUers in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia; 
and, in 1*794, he issued the first number of "The G^graphical Ledger." But 
these imdertakings were fer from profitable to him, and he eked out a comfort- 
able subsistence by land-surveying and itinerant public instruction in the various 
branches of practical science. He also constructed band-boxes for a Uving, 
when he made New York his permanent residence, and frequently assisted al- 
manac makers in their calculations. He manufectured painters' colors, and 
proof-glasses to test the quality of Uquors. FinaUy " we find our ubiquitous 
phUosopher in good quarters and in wholesome employment," says Dr. Francis, 
as actuary of the American Academy of Fine Arts. He also made profitable 
exhibitions of a telescope and microscope of his own construction, and had a 
marine telegraph on the Grovemment House at the Bowling-green. These hum- 
ble employments did not lessen him in the esteem of the eminent men of that 
time, who knew and admired the profundity of his acquirements; and De Witt 
Clinton always regarded him as among the most prominent and efficient pro- 
moters of internal improvements. Dr. MitchiU was his warm friend; Jarvis 
thought it an honor to paint his portrait ;2 and Dr. Hosack commemorated hin^ 



] . A volume compoeed of contributions from the suryivins: writers for T9U Eniektrboeker Magaxinf. 
onU onibelUshedwithtbeir portraits. It w&sprepared asatestimonlal of esteem for Lewis Oay lord 
Clai-ke. the editor of the ITo^im, and for his benefit the profits of the work were devote«U Th« 
above sketch is tiie substance of Dr. Francis' Memoir of Oollea 

8. That pio^ore if in the poeeesBion of the New York Historical Society. 
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in his Life of Clinton. And finally, in the great celebration which t^k place in 
New York, in November, 1825, when the waters of Erie were united with the 
Atlantic, *^t\tb effigy of CoUes was borne with impropriate digmity among the 
emblems of that vast procession." He had then been in the grave four years, 
having gone to his rest in the Autumn of 1821. Of all the people of that great 
city where the inanimate effigy of CJoUes was so soon to be honored, only two be- 
sides the officiating clergyman followed his body to the grave I These honored 
two were Br. Francis and John Pintard. The Bev. Dr. Oreighton (who declined 
the bishopric of New York, in 1852), officiated on the occasion, and the remains 
of Christopher CoUes were deposited in the Episcopal burial-ground in Hudson 
Street No memorial marks the spot, and the place of his grave is doubtless 
forgotten 1 



THOMAS SUMTER. 

rB " South Carolina Game-Cock," as Sumter was called, was, next to Vftrion, 
the most useful of all the southern partisans during the latter part of the 
Revolution. Of his early life and habits we have no reliable record, and the 
place of his birth is unknown. That event occurred, as some circumstances in- 
dicate, about the year 1734 His name first appears in public as lieutenant- 
colonel of a regiment of riflemen, in March, 1*776, and he appears to have been 
in Charleston until within a few days before its surrender to the British, in May, 
1780. He was not among the prisoners, and was doubtless in the vicinity of 
the Catawba, at that time, arousing his countiymen to action. He was in the 
field early in the Summer of 1780, and was actively engaged in partisan war&ie 
with the British and Tories, when Gates approached Camden, in August At 
the close of July he had attacked the British post at Rocky Mount, on the Car 
tawba; and, early in August, he fought a severe battle with the British and 
Loyalists at Hanging Rock. Immediately after the defeat of •Gates, Sumter was 
attacked by Tarleton, near the mouth of the Fishing Creek, and his little band 
was utterly routed and dispersed. With a few survivors and new volunteers, 
he hastened across the Broad River, ranged the districts upon its western buiks, 
aild, in November, defeated Colonel Wemyss, who attad^ed his camp at the 
Fish Dam Ford, in Chester district Twelve days afterward, he defeated Tarle- 
ton in an engagement at Blackstocks, on the Tyger river; but, being severely 
wounded, he proceeded immediately to North Carolina, where he remained until 
his wounds were healed. 

Early in February, 1781, Sumter again took the field, and while Greene was 
retreating before Lord Comwallis, he was aiding Marion, Pickens, and others, in 
humbling the garrisons of the enemy on the borders of the low country. He 
continued in active service dining the whole campaign of 1781, and did much 
toward humbling the British posts near Charleston ; but ill-health compelled him 
to leave the army before the close of the war. He was for a long time a mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives of the United States, and also of the Senate 
in the earlier years of the Republic. Fmally, when he retired from public life, 
he took up his abode near Bradford Springs, on the High Hills of Santee (now 
Statesburg), South Carolina. There he lived until he had almost reached cen- 
tenary honors. He died there, on the 1st of June, 1832, when in the ninety- 
eighth year of his age. When the writer visited that region, in 1849, the house 
and plantation of General Sumter were owned by a mulatto named Ellison, a 
man greatly esteemed. He had purchased the freedom of himself and famOy in 
early life, and was then the owner of a large estate in land, and about eixi^ 
slaves. 
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WILLIAM PINKNEY. 

OKE of the most profound and brilliant of the orators and statesmen of his age, 
was the equaDy-renowned diplomatist, "William Pinkney, of Maryland. He 
•was bom at Aimapolis, on the 17th of March, 1*764. Although his &ther was a 
staunch loyalist, William, as soon as he reached young manhood toward the 
close of the Revolution, warmly espoused the cause of the patriots. He pos- 
sessed great strength of mind, but lis early education was sadly neglected. By 
severe study he soon made amends, and took firont rank among his more fortun- 
ate companions. He first studied the science of medicine, but, regarding the 
law with more fevor, not only as more agreeable to his inclinations but as more 
promising in personal distinctions, he abandoned the former, and devoted his ener* 
gies to the latter. He was admitted to the bar at the age of twenty-two years, 
and soon afterward he commenced the practice of his profession in Harford 
comity, Maryland, where, in 1*789, he married a sister of (afterward) Commodore 
Rodgers. 

In 1792, Mr. Pinkney was elected to a seat in the executive council of Mary- 
land; and, in 1795, was chosen a delegate to the State legislature. The follow- 
ing yeai; President Washington appointed him one of the oommissioners under 
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the provisions of Jay's treaty, and he proceeded to England. He performed his 
arduous and yariod duties with great ability and success. Soon after his return 
to America, in 1805, he removed to Baltimore, and was immediately appointed 
attorney-general of Maryland. The fbUowing year he was again sent to England 
to treat concerning the impressment of American seamen into the British service, 
and other matters which finally resulted in war. After remaining in Europe 
several years, he returned in 1811, and became one of the most ardent supporters 
of Mr. Madison's administration. He was chosen a member of the M^land 
Senate, and toward the close of 1811, President Madison appointed him attor- 
ney-general of the United States. He went to the field in d^ence of his native 
State, in 1814, and fought the British bravely at Bladensburg. He was soon 
afterward elected to Congress; and, in 1816, he was appointed minister to the 
court of St. Petersburg. There he remained until 1820, when he returned home, 
and was immediately chosen to a seat in the United States Senate. In that 
body, and in the Supreme Court of the United States, he labored intensely until 
the close of 1821, when his health suddenly gave way. He died on the 26tii of 
February, 1822, in the fifty-ninth year of his age. 



OLIVER WOLOOTT. 

HENKY WOLCOTT was one of the earhest and most active settlers in fhe 
Connecticut Valley, whither he went from Dorchester, near Boston, in 
1736, and made his residence at Windsor. There, on the 26th of November, 
1726, his distinguished descendant, Ohver Wolcott, was bom. At the age of 
seventeen years he entered Yale College, as a student, and left it in 1747, bear- 
ing the usual college honors. The contest with the French and Indians, known 
as King George^a War, was then in progress, and young Wolcott obtained a 
captain's commission, raised a company, and joined the provincial army. Peace 
soon came, but he held his commission, and arose regularly to the rank of m^'cn^ 
general At the close of the war he studied medicine, and when about to com- 
mence its practice, he was appointed sheriff of Litchfield county, Connecticut, 
where he resided. He was distinguished for his early advocacy of the cause of 
the colonists iu the dispute with Great Britain, and was a member of the councQ 
of his native State from 1774 until 1786. In the meanwhile he was a member 
of the Continental Congress, chief justice of Litchfield county, and judge of pro- 
bate, of that district. As a member of Congress, he signed the Declaration of 
Independence ; and he was also appointed, by that body, one of the commission- 
ers of Indian affairs for the northern department. As umpire and active par- 
ticipator in the matter of dispute between Connecticut and Pennsylvania, con- 
cerning the Wyoming Yalley, Judge Wolcott performed an important service, 
in procuring a settlement. 

At home Judge Wolcott was very active in recruiting men for the continental 
service,* and he was in command of a body of troops in the army of Grates, at 
Saratoga, when Burgoyne was captured. In 1786, he was elected lieutenant- 

1. When, in July, 1776, the American soldiers pulled down and broke in pieces the leadea equestrlaB 
BtRtne of George the Third, which stood in the Bowling-green at the foot of Broadway, New Tori[, a 
greater ]>ortion of it was sent to Governor Wolcott, at Litchfield, to be converted into bnUeti. Tut 
Aervice was performed by a son and two danghters of Governor Wolcott, Mr. and Miss Marvin, and Mia 
Boach. According to an account-current of the cnrtridges made from that statue, found among the 

{tapers of Governor Wolcott, it appears that it furnished materials for forty-two thooaaiid Imllets. B» 
iarrtngtothis matter, Ebeneser Haesard, in a letter to Gates, said, " His [the kinc**] tmopa will pxobaUj 
have melted nu^esty fix«d at them." *^ 
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governor of Goimecticat, and was annually reelected to that office for ten years, 
when he was chosen chief magistrate. He was again chosen governor, in 1797, 
and was an incumbent of the chair of State at the time of his death, which oc< 
curred on the 1st of December, of that year, when he was in the seventy-second 
year of his age. Inflexible integrity, sterling virtue, and exalted piety, were the 
prominent traits of Grovemor Wolcotf s chan^r. He was also a bright example 
as a patriot and Christian. 



THOMAS COOPKK. 

POUnOAL as well as religious persecutions in Europe have, from time to 
time, driven many valuable men to this country for their own preservation 
and for our special benefit. Few of these have held a more prominent place in 
the public esteem than Dr. Thomas Cooper, for many years president of the Col- 
lege of South Carolina. He was a native of England, where he was bom in 1769. 
He was graduated at Oxford University at the age of eighteen years Bearing 
in his hamd the honors of that institution, and in lus heart the glowing enthusiasm 
of a liberal soul, he entered boldly and fearlessly upon the sea of politics, with a 
democratic idea as his guiding star. When the French Revolution blazed forth, 
young Cooper attached himself to the party in England that hailed the event 
with delight, and he soon became a marked man by friends and foes. When 
the atrocities of the so-caDed Republican party, in France, chilled the blood of 
even its warm friends in England, and enthusiasm began to cool. Cooper found 
his coimtry an uncomfortable and perhaps a dangerous place to domidl in ; and, 
in 1794, he came to America, with his friend Dr. Priestly, and other reformers. 
He resided awhile in New York city, then in Philadelphia, and became first a 
judge of a court of common pleas in Pennsylvania, and then professor of chem- 
istry in Dickenson College, at Carlisle, in that State. He was a great student, 
yet, unlike many great students, he was a dispenser as well as a recipient of 
knowledge. His attainments were multifarious and extraordinary; and he 
wrote and published works on Law, Medical Jurisprudence, and PoUtical Econ- 
omy. He translated Justinian and Broussais; and he was a habitual writer 
upon current politics, always in fevor of the Republican party. He efficiently 
sustained the administrations of Jefierson, Madison, and Monroe. Jefierson 
oflTered him the'Professorship of Chemistry in the University of Virginia, but he 
declined it He subsequently filled the same chair in the College of South 
Carolina, where his lectures were of the highest order, not only on account of 
their scientific instructions, but for their beauty as specimens of English com- 
position. He finally became president of that institution, yet, with all his wealth 
of knowledge and peculiar powers of impartation, the institution did not flourish 
to that degree which the accomplishments of its head taught its friends to ex- 
pect The reason may be found in the fact that Dr. Cooper was an avowed un- 
believer in revealed religion, and Christian parents would not intrust their chil- 
dren to his care. He was the more dangerous in this respect, because his man- 
ners were captivating, and his opposition to Christianity was so courteous, that 
no one was repelled by a shock such as the writings of Paine and others give to 
the soul which had hitherto dwelt in an atmosphere of belief Dr. Cooper was 
an esteemed resident of Columbia, South Carolina, for about twenty years, and 
died there, while in the performance of his dntiV? as president of the co]l^;€^ on 
Um 11th of May, 1839, in the eightieth year of his age. 
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SAMUEL HOPKINS. 

FEW theologians of our country have exerted a wider special inflnence than 
Samuel Hopkins, a descendant of Governor Hopkins, of Connecticut, and 
the chief of the Calvinistic sect of Christians known as Ebpkinsians. He was 
bom in Waterbury, Connecticut, on the 17th of September, 1'721, and in the 
excellent sodetj of that town his youth was spent, and the labors of a &rm 
were his occupation. He was graduated at Yale College, in 1*741, and that year 
he heard both Whitefield and Gilbert Tennant preach. Their sermons made a 
deep impression upon his mind, and almost unsettled his reason. He remained 
a recluse in his Other's house for several months, and then went to Northampton 
to study divinity under Jonathan Edwards. He was ordained a Christian min- 
ister at Great Barrington, Massachusetts, on the 28th of December, 1*743. There 
he remsdned until 1*769, when he was dismissed by an ecclesiastical counciL He 
went to Newport, Rhode Island, in 1*7*70, where he preached for awhile, but 
new views concerning vital religion, which he had put forth, displeased many 
of his hearers, and, at a meeting, they resolved not to give him a call as a pastor. 
He prepared to leave them, and preached a farewell sermon. That d&course so 
interested and impressed the people, that they urged him to remain and become 
then* pastor. He complied, and the connection was severed only by his death 
thirty-three years afterward. When the British took possession of Bhode Island, 
in 1*7*76, Mr. Hopkins retired, with his femily, to Great Barrington, and preached 
at Newburyport, Canterbury, and Stamford. After the evacuation of Rhode 
Island, by the British, in 1780, he returned to Newport, but his flock were so 
scattered and impoverished, that they could not give him a stated salary. Yet 
he declined invitations to preach elsewhere to more favored congregations ; and 
during the remainder of his life he continued a foithfol pastor there, and sub- 
sisted upon the weekly contributions of his friends. He was deprived of the 
use of his limbs, by paralysis, in 1799, but so Sax recovered as to be able to 
preach again. He died on the 20th of December, 1803, at the age of eighty-two 
years. Dr. Hopkins was an inefficient preacher. His pen, and not his tongue, 
was the chief utterer of those sentiments which have made his name famous as 
a Calvinistic theologian.^ 







WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON. 

|N the banks of the James River, in Charles City county, Virginia^ is a x>Iain 
mansion, around which is spread the beautiful estate of Berkeley, the birth- 
place of a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and of one of the Presidents 
of the United States. The former was Benjamin Harrison, whose- career we 
have already sketched. The latter was his son, William Henry Harrison, whose 
life we will now consider. He was bom on the 9th of February, 1773. At a 
suitable age he was placed in Hampden Sydney College, where he was graduated ; 
and then, under the supervision of his guardian (Robert Morris), in Pldladelphia, 
prepared himself for the practice of the medical art At about that time an 



1. Dr. Hopkina not only embraced the whole Calvinistic doctrine of " total defmiTity " and ** pro- 
dectinatlon and election," but added thereto some extraordinary rleirs coneeming the or«fai and natve 
of sin, qnito incompatible with reason or common sense. Yet many embraced hia doetiiMa ; and Us two 
Tplnmes of sermons have been extensively read and admired by those who have a taate for saeh BMte* 
physical dlsquisittoiM. 
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ftrmy was gathering to chastise the hostile Indians in the North-west Young 
Harrison's military genius was stirred within him, and having obtained an en- 
sign's commission from President Washington, he joined the army at the age of 
nineteen years. He was promoted to a lieutenancy, in 1792; and, in 1'794, he 
followed Wayne to conflicts with the North-western tribes, where he greatly 
distinguished himself. He was appointed secretary of the North-western Ter- 
ritory, in 1797, and resigned his military -commission. Two years afterward, 
whoi only twenty-six years of age, he was elected the first delegate to Congress 
from the Territory.' On the erection of Indiana into a separate territorial 
government, in 1801, Harrison was appomted its chief magistrate, and he was 
continued in that office, by consecutive reappointments, until 1813,« when the 
war with Great Britain called him to a more important sphere of action. He 
had already exhibited his military skill in the battle with the Indians at Tippe- 
canoe, in the Autumn of 1811. He was commissioned a major-general in the 
Kentucky militia, by brevet, early in 1812. After the surrender of General 
Hull, at Detroit, he was appointed major-general in the army of the United 
States, and intrusted with the command of the North-western division. He was 
one of the best officers in that war; but, after achieving the battle of the Thames, 

1. It Inelnded the present States of Ohio, Indiana, niinois, and Michigan. General St. Clidr was then 
gOTemor of the Territory. 

2. He had also held the office of commissioner cf Indian affairs, in that Territory, and had concluded 
•0 leas than thirtMB important treaties with the d'jrerent tribes. 

16 
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and other victories in the lake oountiy, his mihtaiy services were concludea 
He resigned his commission, in 1814, in consequence of a misonderstanding witn 
the Secretary of War, and retired to his &nn at North Bend, Ohio. He served 
as commissioner in negotiating Indian treaties; and the voice of a gratethl 
people afterward called him to represent them in the legislature of Ohio, and of 
the nation. He was elected to the Senate of the United States, in 1824. In 
1828. he was {^pointed minister to Colombia, one of the South American Re- 
publica He was recalled, by President Jackson, on account of some differences 
of opinion respecting diplomatic events in that region, when he returned home, 
and again sought the repose of private life. There he remained about ten years, 
when he was called forth to receive from the American people the highest honor 
in their gift — ^the chief magistracy of the Republic. He was elected President 
of the United States by an immense majority, and was inaugurated en the 4th 
of March, 1841. For more than twenty days he bore the unceasing clamors for 
office, with which the ears of a new president are always assailed; and then his 
slender constitution, pressed by the weight of almost ^eescore and ten years, 
suddenly gave way. The excitements of his new station increased a slight disease 
caused by a cold, and on the 4th of April— just one month after the inauguration 
pageant at the presidential mansion, — ^the honored occupant was a corpse. He 
was succeeded in office by the vice-president, John l^ler. 



ARTHUR ST. OLAIR. 

T^ERE were brave soldiers, ftdl of confidence in themselves and theur oom- 
X panions-in-arms, during the War for Independence, who lacked skill as 
leaders, and &iled in winning that fame to which their courage entitled theuL 
Arthur St. Clair was of that number. He was an officer of acknowledged bravery 
and prudence, yet he was &r firom being an expert military leader. He was 
born at Edinburgh, in Scotland, in 1*734, and was a lieutenant in the army under 
Wolfe, in the campaign against Canada^ in 1*759. He remained in .^erica, 
after the peace, and was placed in command of Fort Ligonier, in Westmoreland 
county, Pennsylvania. He also received a grant of a thousand acres of land in 
that then wilderness, and resided there until the beginning of the Revolution. 
He was appointed to the command of a battalion of Pennsylvania militia, in 
January, 1 "f *? 6, and received fix)m Congress the commission of colonel. He raised 
a regiment, proceeded to the northern department to operate against Canada, 
and, in August, was promoted to brigadier-general. He behaved with great 
bravery and skill in the battles at Trenton and Princeton ; and, in February, 
1*7*77, he was commissioned a major-general. He was placed in command of 
Ticonderoga the following Summer. The post was weak in many ways, and 
when, in July, Burgoyne, with a powerftil army, approached and took an ad- 
vantageous position, St. Clair abandoned it, and retreated toward the Hudson, 
where Schuyler was preparing to meet the invaders. That retreat proved a 
disastrous one in the loss of men and munitions. A court of inquiry honorably 
acquitted him; and, in 1*780, he was ordered to Rhode Island. Circumstances 
prevented his taking command there ; and, in 1*781, when the allied American 
and French armies proceeded to attack Comwallis, at Yorktown, in Virginia, he 
remained in Philadelphia, with a considerable force, to protect Congress. He 
obtained permission to join the main army, and arrived at Yorktown during the 
siege. After the capture of the British armv there, he proceeded to join Ommraj 
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Ghreene, in the South, and on his way he drove the British from Wiknington, 
North Carolina^ 

General St Clair was a member of the executive council of Pennsylvania, in 
1*783, and was elected to Congress three years afterward. He was president of 
that body, early in 1787. Upon the erection of the North-western Territoiy into 
a government, in 1788, he was appointed its governor, and held that office until 
1802, when Ohio was admitted into the Union as a sovereign State. 

St Clair commanded an army against the Miami Indians, in 1791 ; and, in the 
Autumn of that year, was defeated with the loss of almost seven hundred men. 
He was then suffering from severe illness, yet bore himself bravely. Public 
censure was loud and ungenerous, but a committee of the House of Represent- 
atives acquitted him of all blame. When he retired from public life, in 1802, he 
was an old man, and almost ruined in fortune. He resided in dreary loneliness 
near Laurel Hill, Westmoreland county, and for a long time vainly petitioned 
Congress to allow certMn claims. He finally obtained a pension of sixty dollars 
a month, and his last days were made comfortable. He died on the Slst of 
August, 1818, at the age of eighty-four years. His remains rest in the grave- 
yaiS of the Presbyterian Church, at Greensburg, and over it the Masonic frater- 
mtj placed a handsome monument, in 1832. 



FRANCOIS XAVIER MARTIN. 

PERHAPS one of the most learned jurists and erudite scholars that ever 
adorned the profession of the law, in this country, was Francois Xavier 
Martm, better known to the general reader as the accomplished Historian of 
North Carolina.' He was bom at Marseilles, in France, on the 17th of March, 
1762. At the age of twenty years he came to America. The war of the Revo- 
lution was then just drawing to a close, and he took up his residence at New- 
bem, in North Carolina, and prepared himself for the profession of the law. On 
his first appearance at the bar, he gave evidence of that acuteness which marked 
his whole career, in whatever station in life he was called to act. His practice 
became extensive and lucrative, and he soon took a high social position in his 
adopted State. In 1806, he was called to represent Newbem district in the 
House of Commons of North Carolina. Soon after the close of his duties therein. 
President Madison (in 1809) appointed him United States Judge of the Missis- 
sippi Territory, and he made his residence at Natchez. On the 1st of February, 
1815, he was elevated by Grovemor Claiborne to the bench of the Supreme Court 
of Louisiana^ as one of the associate judges. He held that office for twenty-two 
years, when, in January, 1837, he became chief justice of the State, on the death 
of Judge Mathews. Chief Justice Martin remained at the head of the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana until the adoption of the present constitution of that State, 
in the Autumn of 1845, when he retired to private life. He was then in the 
eighty-fourth year of his age. Judge Martin Uved but a little more than a year 
after his retirement. He died on the 10th of December, 1846. No man ever 
left an official station with fewer stains of sins of omission or commission upon his 
garment, than Judge Martin, for through his long life not a syllable in disparage- 
ment of his honesty and integrity was ever uttered. His memory is cherished 
with the deepest affection by the members of his profession, and by the com- 
munity in which he lived. 

I. His History of North Carol{Tif<, including the story of its discoTery^setUement, uid progress of 
cokmisAtioiif ontn the beginning of the ReTolntion, was commenced in 1791, bat was not publislMd 
antil 1829, when n was issoM from a New OrlA«ns preM. in two octavo volumes. 
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ANDREW JACKSON. 

•* A SK nothing but what is right — ^submit to nothing wrong," was Andrew 
A. Jackson's great political maxim ; and it was an abiding jMinciple in his 
character from his earliest youth until the close of his life. That noble principle 
was the key to his great success in whatever he undertook, and is worthy of 
adoption by every young man when he sets out upon the perilous voyage of 
active life. Jackson's parents were from the north of Ireland, and were among 
the early Scotch-Irish settlers in the upper part of South Carolina, in the vidnity 
of Waxhaw Creek. Jackson's fiither Hved north of the dividing Hne between 
North and South Carolina, in Mecklenburg county, and there Andrew was bom 
on the 16th of March, 17 ST. His fiither fied five days afterward, and a month 
later, his mother took up her abode in South Carolina, near the meeting-houso 
of the Waxhaw settlement. He received a fair education, for his mother designed 
him for the Christian ministry. But his studies were interrupted by the tumults 
Gt the on-coming Revolution, and soon after the fall of Charleston, the Waxhaw 
settlement became a terrible scene of blood, in the massacre of Buford's regiment 
by the fiery Tarleton.^ Every element of the lion in young Jackson's nature 
was aroused by this event, and, boy as he was, not yet fourteen years of age, he 
joined the patriot army and went to the field. One of his brothers was killed 
at Stono, and himself and another brother were made captives, in 1781. The 
widow was soon bereaved of all her family, but Andrew; and afta* making a 
journey of mercy to Charleston, to relieve sick prisonera, she fell by the way- 
side, and ' the place of her sepulchre is not known unto this day.' Left akiii* 
at a critical period of life, with some property at his disposal, young Jacks(m 
commenced a career that promised certain destruction. He suddenly reformed, 
studied law, and was licensed to practice, in 1786. He was soon afterward ap- 
pointed solicitor of the Western District of Tennessee, and journeying over the 
mountains, he commenced, in that then wilderness, that remarkable career as 
attorney, judge, legislator, and military commander, which on contemplation 
assumes the features of the wildest romance, viewed from any point of aj^reciar 
tion. His lonely joumeyings, his collisions with the Indkms, his difficulties 
with gamblers and fraudulent creditors and land speculators, and his wonderful 
personal triumphs in hours of greatest danger, make the record of his life one of 
rare interest and instruction. 

In 1790, Jackson made his residence at Nashville, and there he manied an 
accomplished woman, who had been divorced frcmi her husband. In 1795, he 
assisted in forming a State Constitution for Tennessee, and was elected the first 
representative, in Congress, of the new State. In the Autumn of 1797, he took 
a seat in the TTnited States Senate, to which he had been choseai, and was a 
conspicuous supporter of the democratic party. He did not remain long at 
Washington. Soon after leaving the Senate, he was appointed judge <^ Ibe 
Supreme Court of his State. He resigned that office, in 1804, and retired to his 
beautiful estate near Nashville. There he was visited by Aaron Burr, in 1806, 
and entered warmly into his schemes for invading Mexico. When Buries inten- 
tions were suspected, Jackson refiised fhrther intercourse with him until he ahooM 
prove the purity of his intentions. For many years Jackson was chief miHtary 
commander in his section ; and when war agamst G-reat Britain was proclauned, 

1. Tarleton gave no qnarter, and about one hundred and fifty men, ready to sarrender to foperior 
Bomben, were killed or cruelly maimed. The worn ded and the dying were taken into tlM Waxhaw 
Meeting-house, and there the motiier of Jackson, and other women, attended them. TJadtr tte toof of 
that saered edifice, young Jackson first saw the demon of war in it* moat horrM fbim, «ad all ttuil 
Misery and Bcitish power and oppression, were ever afterward -aaioGiaied in hie rni^ 
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in 1812, he longed for employment in the field. He was called to duty in 1813. 
Early the following year he was made a major-general, and from that time until 
his great victory at New Orleans, on the 8th of January, 1815, his name was 
identified with every military movement in the South, whether against the hos- 
tile Indians, Britons, or Spaniards. In 1818, he engaged succes^illy in a cam- 
p^gn against the Seminoles and other Southern Indiums, and, at the same time, 
he taught the Spanish authorities in Florida some useful lessons, and hastened 
the cession of that territory to the United States. 

In 1821, President Monroe appointed Greneral Jackson governor of Florida; 
and, in 1823, he offered him the station of resident minister in Mexico. He 
declined the honor, but accepted a seat in the United States Senate, to which 
the legislature of Tennessee had elected him. He was one of the four candi- 
dates for President of the United States, in 1824, but was unsoooessfiiL He was 
elevated to that exalted station, in 1828, by a large majority, and was reelected, 
In 1832. His administration of eight years was marked by great eneiigy; and 
never were the affairs of the Republic, in its domestic and foreign relations, more 
pnwperous than at the close of his term of oflBce. In the Spring of 1837, hfc. 
retired fh>m public life forever, and sought repose after a long and lalx)rious career, 
devoted to the service of his country. He lived quietly at his residence near 
Nashville, called The Hermitage, until on a calm Sunday, the 8th of June, 1845, 
his spirit went home. He was then a litde more than seventy-eight yeore ol 
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age. The memory of that great and good man is levered by his countrymen, 
next to that of Washington, and to him has been avrarded the first equestrian 
statue in bronze ever erected in this country. It is colossal, and occupies a 
conspicuous place in President's Square, Washington dlji where it was reared 
in 1862. 



NATHANIEL BOWDITOH. 

^PHE practical man who, in any degree,* lightens the burden of human labor, is 
J. eminently a public benefactor. Such was Nathaniel Bowditch, who, by 
navigators, has been aptly termed T?ie Great Pilot He was the son of a poor 
ship-master, of Salem, where Nathaniel was bom on the 26th of March, 1773. 
His education was acquired at a district school ; and at the age of thirteen years 
he was apprenticed to a ship^handler. He performed his duties £uthfully until 
manhood, and during his whole apprenticeship he employed every leisure mo- 
ment in reading and study. Mathematics was his fiivorite study, and it became 
the medium of his greatest public services. 

At the age of twenty-two years young Bowditch went on a voyage to the 
East Indies, as captain's derk, and hiJB naturally strong mind was engaged chiefly 
on the subject of navigation, while at sea. The result of his reflections, observa- 
tions, and calculations, was the publication, in 1802, of the well-known nautical 
work, entitled the New American Practical Navigaior^ For nine years he was 
himself a practical navigator, and during that time he rose gradually from captain's 
clerk to jnaster. He left the sea, in 1804, and became president of a Marine 
Insurance Company, at Salem. That office he held for almost twenty years. 
Two years before, while his ship lay wind-bound in Boston Harbor, Captain 
Bowditch went to Cambridge to listen to the oemmencement exercises at Har- 
vard College, and while standing in the crowded aisle, he heard his own name 
announced, by the president, as the recipient of the degree of Master of Arts. 
It was to him the proudest day of his life. He was then about twenty-nine 
years of age. 

In 1806, Mr. Bowditch published an admirable chart of the harbors of Salem, 
Beverly, Marblehead, and Manchester. In 1816, he received the degree of 
Doctor of Laws, from Harvard College; and was elected a member of the Royal 
Society of London, in 1818. He contributed many valuable papers to scientific 
publications, but the great work of his life was the translation and annotation 
of Laplace's Mecamique Celeste, He published it at his own expense entirely, 
remarking that he would rather spend a thousand dollars a year, in that way, 
than to ride in his carriage. It was a task of great labor and expense, and con- 
sists of five large volumes. The first was published in 1829, the second in 1832, 
and the third in 1834 He read the last proof sheets of the fourth volume only 
a few days before his death. The revision of the fifth was left to other hands. 
Dr. Bowditch died on the 16th of March, 1838 ; and his last words were " Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word." He was 
a man of great literary and scientific attainments, and was proficient in the 

1. The origin of that work shows how comp»r»tiTely insigriiiflcant eveiits will result in great beneflta 
On the dav previous to his sailinic on his last voyage, he was called npoD by Edoinnd N. Blunt, then a 
noted pubusher of charts and nautical books, at Newbar3rport, and requested to oontinne the correotions 
which he had previously commenced on Moore's book on navigation, then in common use. In perfbnn- 
ance of his promise te do so, he detected so many and importuit errort, that ha raeolTad to pnpara •■ 
entire new werk. That work was Us Pracf^ JTav^fOlerv 
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Latin, Greek, French, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, and Grerman languages. He 
was not ambitious for public life, yet he twice occupied a seat in ^e executive 
council of Groyemor Strong, of Maasachuaetts. His memory is sweet for his life 
was pure. 



MARINUS WILLETT. 

NO member of the associated Sons of Liberty, in New York, exceeded Marinus 
Willett in devotion to republican principles, and in boldness of action when 
called to their support. He was bom at Jamaica^ Long Island, on the 10th of 
August, 1140. He was one of thirteen children, and lived to survive them all. 
The French and Indian war was burning fiercely in northern New Tork when 
he approached young manhood. His military passion was fired, and, before he 
was eighteen years of age, he entered the provincial army with a second lieu- 
tenant's commission, under the command of Colonel Oliver Delancy.' He shared 
in the misery of Abercrombie's defeat at Ticonderoga, in 1758; and immediately 
afterward he accompanied Colonel Bradstreet in his successfiil expedition against 
Fort Frontenac (now Kingston, Upper Canada), at the foot of Lake Ontario. 
Fatigue and exposure impaired his health, and he left the service soon aftierward. 
When, a few years later, the Stamp Act spread a deep and ominous murmur 
over the land, Mr. Willett had chosen his banner, and firom that time until the 
organization of an army of patriots to fight for liberty, he was one of the boldest 
supporters of his country's rights, by word and deed. 

When British troops in New York were ordered to Boston, after the skirmish 
at Lexington, they attenpted to carry off a large quantity of spare arms, in ad- 
dition to theu" own. Willett resolved to prevent i^ and, though opposed by the 
mayor and other Whigs, he led a body of citizens, captured the baggage- wagons 
containing them, and took them back to the city. These arms were afterward 
used by the first regiment raised by the State of New York. Willett was appointed 
second captain of a company in Colonel M*Dougal*s regiment, and accompanied 
Montgomery in his northern expedition. After the capture of St. John's, on the 
Sorel, he escorted prisoners taken at Chambly, to Ticonderoga, and then was 
placed in command of St John's. He held that post until January, 1*7*76. In 
November of that year he was appointed lieutenant-colonel; and, at the opening 
of the campaign 0^1*7*77, he was placed in conm[iand of Fort Constitution, on the 
Hudson, opposite West Point In May he was ordered to Fort Stanwix, or 
Schuyler (now Rome), where he performed signal services. He was left in com- 
mand of tiie fort, and remained there until the Summer of 17*78, when he joined 
the army under Washington, and was at the battie of Monmouth. He accom- 
panied Sullivan in his campaign against the Indians in 1779, and was actively 
engs^^ in the Mohawk Valley, in 1780, 1781, and 1782. At the close of the 
war he returned to civil pursuits. Washington highly esteemed him ; and, in 
1792, he was sent by the President to treat with the Creek Indians at the South. 
The same year he was appointed a brigadier-general in the army intended to 
act against the North-western Indians. He declined the appointment, for he 
was opposed to the expedition. He was for some time sheriff of New York, and 
was elected mayor of the dty, in 1807. He was chosen elector of president and 

1. It nwr be interettiiig to the joxmg to know the style of a militarj dress at that time. Willett thni 

describes Us own nnifonn : A green coat trimmed with sflTer twist, white nnder-clothes, aad black 

liters ; also a cocked hat, with a large black cockade of sUk ribbon, together wifli a silTir bntten and 
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yioe-president, in 1824, and was made president of the Electoral Oollega 
Colonel Willett died in the city of New Yoric, on the 23d of Augost, 1830, in 
the ninelj-lirst year of his age. 



JOHN STARK. 

•* "DOTS I there 's the enemy. They must be heat^ or Molly Stark must sleep a 
X) widow this night I Forward, boys I March 1" Such were the vigorous 
words of a hero of two wars, the gallant Greneral Stark, as he led his corps of 
Green Mountain Boys to attack the Hessians and Tories, near Bennineton. He 
was an unpolished soldier, who had learned the art of desultory war&« in ser- 
vice against the French and Indians in northern New York. He was the son 
of a &otchman, and was bom at Londonderry (now the city of Manchester), 
New Hampshire, on the 28th of August, 1728. His early childhood was spent 
in the midst of the wild scenery of his birth-place, and in youth he was remark- 
able for expertness in trapping the beaver and otter,, and in hunting the bear 
and deer. Just before the breaking out of the French and Indian war, he pen- 
etrated the forests far northward, and wa^ captured by some St. Francis Indians. 
He suffered dreadfully for a long time, and then was ransomed at a great price. 
This circumstance gave him good cause for leading a company of Bangers against 
these very Indians and their sometimes equally savage French allies, four years 
afterward. He became a captain, under Major Rogers, in 1 T 56, and in that school 
he was taught those lessons which he practiced so useftiUy twenty years later. 
When inteUigence reached the valleys of the North, that blood had been shed 
at Lexington, Stark led the train-bands of his district to Cambridge, and was 
commissioned a colonel, with eight hundred men under his banner. With these 
he fought bravely in the battle of Bunker's Hill. He went to New York after 
the British evacuated Boston, in the Spring of 1*7*76. Then, at the head of a 
brigade in the northern department, under Gates, he performed essential service 
in the vicinity of Lake Champlain ; and near the dose of the year, he commanded 
the right wing of Sullivan's column in the battle at Trenton. He shared in the 
honors at Princeton; but, being overlooked by Congress when promotions were 
made, he resigned his commission and retu^d from the army. But when the 
invader approached from the North, his own State called him to ^e field, in 
command of its brave sons; and on the Walloomsooik, a few miles from Ben- 
nington, he won that decisive battle which gave him world-wide renown. Tl)en 
it was that he made the rough but effective speech above quoted, that indicated 
the alternative of death or victory. Congress was no longer tardy in acknowl- 
edging his services, for he had given that crippling blow to Burgoyne, which 
insured to Gates* army a comparatively easy victory. The national legislature 
gave him grateful thanks, and a brigadier's commission in the Continental army. 
He joined Gates at Saratoga, and shared in the honors of that great victory. In 
17*79, he was on duty on Rhode Island, and the following year he fought the 
British and Hessians at Springfield, in New Jersey. In the Autumn of 1*780, 
he was one of the board of officers that tried and condemned the unfortunate 
Major Andre ; and until the last scenes of the war, he was in active service. 
When he sheathed his sword, he left the arena of public life forever, though he 
lived almost forty years afterward. General Stark died on the 8th of May, 1822, 
at the age of almost ninety-four years. Near his birth-place, on the east side 
of the Merrimac, is a granite shaft, bearing the simple inscription. Ma jor-Gbk- 
EBAL Stabe. His eulogium is daily uttered by our firee institatioiis — bis-epitaph 
ie in the memory of his deeds. 
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PHILLIS WHEATLEY. 

*' 'Twas mercv bronght me from my pagan land. 
Taught my oenighted soal to understand 
That there 's a God— that there 's a Sayionr too ; 
Once I redemption neither sought nor knew." 

SO felt the heart, and so recorded the pen of a child of Africa^ who, by her 
talent and virtue, honored her race and challenged the kindly regard of 
many of the good and great of our country. The lady of a respectable citizen 
of Boston, named Wheatley, went to the slave-market, in that city, in 17G1, to 
purchase a child-negress, that she might rear her to be a &ithful nurse in the 
old age of her mistress. She saw many plump chUdren, but one of delicate 
frame, modest demeanor, and clad in noth^g but a piece of dirty carpet wrapped 
about her, attracted her attention, and Mrs. Wheatley took her home in her 
chaise, and gave her the name of Phillis. The child seemed to be about seven 
years of age, and exhibited remarkable intelligence, and apt imitative powers. 
Mrs. Wheatley's daughter taught the child to read and write, and her progress 
was wonderful She appeared to have very little recollection of her birth-place, 
but remembered seeing her mother pour out water before the sun at its rising. 
With the development of her intellectual faculties her moral nature kept pace ; 
and she was greatly beloved by all who knew her for her amiability and perfect 
docility. She soon attracted the attention of men of learning; and as Phillis 

11* 
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read books with gpreat avidity, they supplied her. Piety was a ruling sentiment 
in her character, and tears bom of gratitude to God and her kind mistress, often 
moistened her eyes. As she grew to womanhood her thoughts found expression 
through her pen, sometimes in prose but more frequently in verse; and she was 
often an invited guest in the families of the rich and learned, in Boston. Her 
mistress treated her as a child, and was extremely proud of her.' 

At the age of about sixteen years (1*7 70) Phillifl became a member of the 
" Old South Church," then under the charge of Br. SewaU; and it was at about 
this time that she wrote the poem from which the above is an extract Earlier 
than this she had written poems, remarkable for both vigor of thought and pathos 
in expression. Her memory, in some particulars, appears to have been extremely 
defective. If she composed a poem, in the night, and did not write it down, it 
would be gone fix)m her, forever, in the morning. Her kind mistress gave her 
a light and writing materials at her bed-side, that she might lose nothing, and in 
cold weather a fire was always made in her room, at night. In the Summer of 
1113, her health gave way, and a sea-voyage was recommended. She accom- 
panied a son of Mr. Wheatley, to England, and there she was cordially received 
by Lady Huntingdon, Lord Dartmouth, and other people of distinction. While 
there, her poems, which had been collected and dedicated to the Countess of 
Huntingdon, were published, and attracted great attention. The book was em- 
bellished with a portrait of her, from which our picture was copied. She was 
persuaded to remain in London until the return of the court, so as to be presented 
to the king, but, hearing of the declining health of her mistress, she hastened 
home. That kind friend was soon laid in the grave, and Phillis grieved as deeply 
as any of her children. Mr. Wheatley died soon afterward, and then his excel- 
lent daughter was laid by the side of her parents. Phillis was left destitute, and 
the Sim of her earthly happiness went down. A highly-intelligent colored man, 
of Boston, named Peters, offered himself in marriage to the poor orphan, and 
was accepted. He proved utterly unworthy of the excellent creature he had 
wedded, and her lot became a bitter one, indeed. She and her husband went 
to the interior of the State, to hve, for awhile, and then returned to Boston. 
Misfortune seems to have expelled her muse, for we have no production of her 
pen bearing a later date than those in her volume published in 1773, except a 
poetical epistle to G-eneral Washington, in 1775,'* and a few scraps written at about 
that time. A few years of misery shattered the golden bowl of her life, and, in 
a filthy apartment, in an obscure part of Boston, that gifted wife and mother, 
whose youth had been passed in ease and even luxury, was allowed to perish, 
alone ! Her spirit took wing on the 5th of December, 1 794, when she was about 
forty-one years of age. 

1. On one occasion, Phillis was from home on a visit, and, as the weather was inclement, her mistress 
sent one of her slaves, with a chaise, after her. Prince took his seat beside Phillis. As they drew ap 
to the house, and their mistress saw them, the good woman indignantly exclaimed, " Do bat look ai 
the saucy varlet— if he has not the impudence to sit upon the same seat with Phillis I" And she 
sererely reprimanded Prince for forgetting the dignity of Phillis. 

2. PhilUs' letter was dated the a6th of October, 1776. Washington answered it on the 28th of Febmary, 
1776, as follows. His letter was written at his head-quarters, at Cambridge : 

" Miss Philus,— Tour favor of the 26th of October did not reach my hands till the middle of Decem- 
ber. Time enough, you will say, to have given an answer ere this. Granted. But a variety of import- 
ant occurrences, continuallv interposing to distract the mind and withdraw the attention, I hope wQl 
apologise for Ihe delay, and plead my excuse for the seeming, but not real neglect. I tibank you most 
smcerely for your poUte notice of me in the elegant lines you inclosed ; and however nndeservhig I may 
be of such encomium and panegyric, the stvle and manner exhibit a striking proof of your poetieu 
talents ; in honor of which, and as a tribute Justly due to von, I would have published the poon, had I 
not been apprehensive that, while I only meant to give the world this new instance of your geinliu. I 
might have incurred the imputation of vanity. This, and nothing else, determined me not to g^ve it a 
place in the public prints. If you should ever come to Cambridge, or near head-quarters. I shall be 
nappy to see a person so favored by the Muses, and to whom nature has been ao liberal and ben^cent 
in her dispensations. I am, with great rei^ect, your obedient, humble servant. 

** Oso. WlfBXK««oir.>' 
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OONRAD WEISER. 

|NE of the most noted agents of communication between the white men and 
the Indians, was Conrad Weiser, a native of Germany, who came to Amer- 
ica in early life, and settled, with his fether, in the present Schoharie county. 
New York, in 1*713. They left England, in 1712, and were seventeen months 
on their voyage I Toung Weiser became a great favorite with the Iroquois 
Indians in the Schoharie and Mohawk Yallejrs, with whom he spent much of 
his life. Late in 1714, the elder Weiser, and about thirty other families, who 
had settled in Schoharie, becoming dissatisfied by attempts to tax them, set 
out for Tulpehocken, in Pennsylvania, by way of the Susquehanna river, and 
settled there. But young Weiser was enamored of the free life of the savage. 
He was naturalized by them, and became thoroughly versed in the languages 
of the whole Six Nations, as the Iroquois confederacy in New York were called. 
He became confidential interpreter and special messenger for the province of 
Pennsylvania among the Indians, and assisted in many important treaties. The 
governor of Virginia commissioned him to visit the grand council at Onondaga, 
in 1737, and, with only a Dutchman and three Indians, he traversed the trade- 
less forest for five hundred miles, for that purpose. He went on a similar mission 
from Philadelphia to Shamokin (Sunbuiy), in 1744. At Reading he established 
an Indian agency and trading-house. When the French on the frontier made 
hostile demonstrations, in 1755, he was commissioned a colonel of a volunteer 
regiment from Berks county ; and, in 1758, he attended the great gathering of the 
Indian chie& in council with white commissioners, at Easton. Such was the affec- 
tion of the Indians for Weiser, that for many years after his death they were in 
the habit of visiting his grave and strewing flowers thereon. Mr. Weiser's 
daughter married Henry Melchoir Muhlenburg, D.D., the founder of the Lutheran 
Church, in America^ 



ISAAC SEARS. 

FEW men have occupied so large a space in the public attention, of whom so 
little is known, ad Isaac Sears, one of the great leaders of the Sons of Liberty^ 
in New York, previous to the occupation of that city by the British, in 1776. 
So generally was he regarded as the bold leader in popular outbreaks, that he 
acquired the name of King Sears, by which title he is better known than by his 
commercial one of captain. Of hun, a Loyalist writer in Rivington's Gazette 
wrote, exultingly, when the New York Assembly yielded to ministerial require- 
ments: 

" And so, my good masters, I find it no Joke, 
For York nas stepp'd forward and thrown off the yoke 
Of Congress, committees, and even King Sears, 
Who shows yon good nature by showing his cars." 

Isaac Sears was lineally descended from one of the earlier settlers in Massa- 
chusetts, who came from Colchester, England, in 1630. He was bom at Nor- 
walk, Connecticut, in 1729. Of his youtS and early manhood we know little, 
except that he waa a mariner. He first appeared in public life as a prominent 
member of the association called Sons of Liberty j in 1765, when he was a suc- 
cessftd merchant in the city of New York, and a sea-captain of note. He was 
the chairman of the first Committee of Correspondence appointed by the citizens 
of New York, in 1765, and had for his colleagues John Lamb, Grershom Mott, 
William Wiley, and Thomas Robinson. At a later period, he was wounded In 
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an affray with some soldiers ; and in every enterprise against the schemes of 
government officials he was an acknowledged leader. Early in the Summer of 
1T75, he assisted Lamb, Willett, M'Dougid, and others, in seizing some British 
stores at Turtle Bay (46th Street, and East River, New Tork) ; and in August 
following, he led a party of citizens to assist Captain Lamb in removing British 
cannons from the battery of Fort Greorge, at the foot of Broadway, while the 
Asia vessel of war was hurling round shot at them and the town.* In the 
Autumn of that year he led a party of mounted militiarmen from Connecticut, 
who destroyed Rivington's printing-press, and carried off his type, at midday.' 

Although Captain Sears continued to be an active Whig during *he remainder 
of the Revolution, we do not find his name in connection with any important 
event. When peace came, his business and fortune were gone; and, in 1786, 
he made a voyage to China, as a supercargo, being a partner with others in a 
commercial venture. Captain Sears was very ill with fever, on hi5 arrival at 
Canton, and died there, on the 28th of October, 1785, at the age of almost fifty- 
seven years. He was buried upon French Island, and his fellow-voyagew placed 
a slab, with a suitable inscription upon it, over his grave. 



EDWARD TELFAIR. 

MANY of the leading men in Georgia, at the time of the breaking out of the 
Revolution, were of Scotch descent, and, unlike the settlers fran the same 
stock, in Eastern North Carolina, they were generally adherents to the patriot 
cause. Edward Tel&ir was bom in Scotland, in 1735, and received an English 
education at the g^rammar school of Kirkcudbright, on the domain <^ the Eaii 
of Selkirk.3 He came to America when twenty-three years of age, and redded 
some time in Virginia, as agent of a commercial house. From thence he went 
to Halifax, on the Roanoke ; and, in 1766, made his residence in Savannah. He 
was one of the earliest and most efficient promoters of the rebellion there, and 
was »ne of the leading members of the committee of safety, in 1774. With a 
few others he broke open the provincial magazine and secured the powder for 
the use of the patriots ; and he also assisted in the seizure of the royal govemm-, 
Sir James Wright < In 1778 he was elected to a seat in the Continental Con- 
gress ; and on the 24th of July of that year he signed the ratification of the 
Articles of ConfedercUion. He continued a member of that body until 1783, when 
he was appointed a commissioner to conclude a treaty with the Cherokee (duefe, 
by which the boundary line between their nation and Georgia was determined. 
He was governor of Georgia, first in 1786, and then frt)m 1790 to 1793. He 
had the honor of entertaining President Washington, when he visited Greorgia, 
in 1791, at his family seat, near Augusta. Governor Telfair died at Savannah, 
on the 19th of September, 1807, in the seventy-second year of his age. He was 
buried with military honors. 



1. One of the buildinirs injured by that cannonade was the tavern of Samael Fraonce, < . 

known by the name of Black Sam, on account of his dark complexion. It was the same banding in 
which Washington had his fhial parting with his oiBcers, at the close of the war, and Ibr nuuiy jmn 
has been known as the Broad Street HoteL It is on the comer of Pearl and Broad Streata. la allaaks 
to the erent, Philip Frenean wrote, in his Petition of Hugh Oaine : 

" At first we supposed it was only a sham, 
'Till he drove a round ball through the roof of Black Sam.'* 



Two of the cannons removed at that time by Alexander Hamilton and some of his college i 
might be seen at the entrance-gate to the grounds of Columbia College ontU 1866. 

2. See sketch of Rivincton, and also of Bishop Seabnry. 

S. Reesketeh of John Papl Joom. 4. See sketch of JoMph HabeoM^. 
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AARON BURR. 

IN this country, where chMTicter alone is the accepted standard of respectability, 
and where the shield of class does not avert the odium of public opinion 
from the openly immoral man, let his birth and attainments be ever so exalted, 
there is necessarily a public virtue which no aspirant for honor dare neglect. In 
this sentiment is grounded our dearest hopes for the future of our Republic ; and 
however melancholy in itself the spectacle of such a character as that of Aaron 
Burr may appear to the eye of the Christian and Patriot, the detestation in which 
it is held is a confirmation of faith in that pubHc virtue. Burr was undoubtedly 
a patriot, and possessed many noble traits of character, but over all was spread 
the foul slime of libertinism ; and he who might have shined among the bright 
stars of our country's glory, is, in a degree, a "lost pleiad," 

** Damned to everlasting fame." 

Aaron Burr was the son of the pious President Burr, of the College at Prince- 
ton, and the daughter of the eminent Jonathan Edwards. He was bom at 
Newark, New Jersey, on the 5th of February, 1*156, and before he was three 
years of age he lost both his parents. He was a wayward boy, yet full of in- 
teUectual promise. At twelve years of age he entered Princeton Collie, and 
kit it m 1772, a ripe scholar for one of his years, and the recipient of academic 
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honors. He resolved to make the law his profession, but before he conld engage 
in its practice, the storm of the Reyolution burst upon the country, and he jdned 
the Continental army, at Cambridge. Full of adyenturous spirit, he volunteered 
to accompany Arnold through the wilderness, to Quebec There he was made 
one of Montgomery's aids, and was with that ofScer when he fell. Soon after 
that he entered the military fiunily of General Washington, frtnn which he was 
expelled in consequence of some immoral conduct which disgusted the com- 
mander-in-chief Burr was commissioned a lieutenant-colonel, in 1*777, and con- 
tinued in active service until 1779, when failing health compelled him to resign 
his office. He had already acquired an unenviable character for ezpertness im 
intrigue ; and his hostiUty to Washing^n was always bitter and uncompromising. 

Burr conmienced the practice of law, at Albany, in 1782, and soon afterward 
removed to the city of New York, where he beciame distinguished in his pro- 
fession. He was appointed attorney-general of the State, in 1789; and from 
1791 to 1797, he was a member of the United States Senate, and an influential 
republican leader, in that body. His winning manners gave him wonderful influ- 
ence. The power of his &sdnations over the other sex was almost unbounded 
and he used it for the basest purposes. As a politician he was artfiil and intrig- 
uing ; and he managed so adroitly for himself that he received for the office of 
President of the United States, in 1800, the same number of votes as Mr. Jeffer- 
son, the head and founder of the Republican party. Congress decided in &vor 
of Jefferson, after thirty-six ballotings, and Burr was declared Vice-President, 
according to usage in the early days of the Republic. 

Burr was the bitter enemy of all Federalists,* and, in 1804, he managed to 
draw Alexander Hamilton into a duel, which became the terrible result of a 
political quarrel. Burr murdered Hamilton,^ and ever afterward society put the 
mark of Cain upon him. Two years afterwards he was engaged in forming an 
expedition in the western coimtry, professedly to invade Mexico. It was sus- 
pected that Burr intended to attempt a severance of the Western &om the 
Eastern States, and make himself president of the former. He was arrested on 
a charge of high treason, tried at Richmond, in Virginia, in 1807, and acquitted. 
He passed the remainder of his life in comparative obscurity and almost total 
neglect. Profligate and unscrupulous until the last, that wretched man, whose 
libertinism had carried desolation into many households, went down into the 
grave, 

'* Unwept, onbonored, aiid unsiuig ;" 

a warning to alL He died on Staten Island, near New Yoric, on the 14tli of 
September, 1836, at the age of eighty years. 







JAMES THAOHER. 

|NE of the latest survivors of the medical staff of the Continental army, was 
James Thacher, M.D., whose interesting Joumaiy kept during the entire 
war, was published in 1827, and is regarded as standard authority in relation to 
matters of which it treats. James Thacher was bom at Barnstable, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1754. He studied medicine in his native town, under Dr. Abner 
Horsey,, and was prepared to enter upon the practice of his profession, "at the 

I. The friends of both parties endeavored, In vain, to settle the dltpote without recourse to arms, bat 
Burr seemed resolved on taking the life of Hamilton. He exacted such concessions and hnn^UsttDC 
*^m* SF compromise, as he knew no man of honor wonld agree to. Hamilton fired his pistol In the ait 
while Burr, with fktal aim. sent a ballet with the errand of death. It was a Ibol minder. 
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precise time," he says, when he found his country "about to be inyolved in all 
the horrors of a civil war." In July, 1775, when only twenty-one years of age, 
he went to the Massachusetts Provincial Congress, at Watertown, and solicited 
the appointment of assistant hospital surgeon, at Cambridge. With nine others 
he received the coveted appointment, and he continued in active duty in the 
hospital and camp until the capture of Comwallis, at Yoiktown. It was under 
his directions that the general inoculation of the American army for the small- 
pox was performed, at its encampment in the Hudson Highlands, opposite West 
Point, in the Spring of 1781. In his Journal, Dr. Thacher says, " All the soldiers, 
with the women and children, who have not had the small-pox, are now ander 
inoculation.* .... Of five hundred who have been inoculated here, four 
only have died."* He then mentions the interesting medical &ct, that an ex- 
tract of butternut, made by boiling down the inner bark of that tree, was very 
successfully substituted for the usual doses of calomel and jalap employed to 
reduce the system. He found it to be more efficacious and less dangerous than 
the mineral drug. He adds, concerning remedies found on our soil, " The butter- 
nut is the only cathartic deserving of confidence which we have yet discovered." 
Dr. Thacher made his profession his life-vocation, after the war ; and he enjoyed 
the honors and veneration due to a fidthM patriot in that struggle, for more 
than sixty years after the eventful scenes at Yorktown. He wrote several medical 
works, and also a History of PVymouOi. His Medical Biography is a work of 
much value. Through life he indulged an antiquarian taste ; and during his 
long residence in the elder town of New England, he was a warm fHend of the 
PUgrim Society there. He died at Plymouth, on the 24th of May, 1844, at th» 
age of ninety years. 



JAMES MADISON, D.D. 

THE first Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia, was James 
Madison, a native of Rockingham county, in that State, and for many years 
president of William and Mary College. He was bom near Port Republic, on 
the 27th of August, 1749. His early education was acquired at an a^emy in 
Maryland; and, in 1768, he entered William and Mary College, as a student 
He was graduated in 1772, and in addition to other collegiate honors, he received 
the gold medal assigned by Lord Botetourt as a prize for the encouragement of 
classical Uterature. On leaving the college, young Madison commenced the 
study of law under the afterward celebrated ChanceUor Wythe, and was ad- 
mitted to the bar, but he felt called to the gospel ministry, and prepared himself 
for its duties. He visited England, and received priest's orders; and on his 
return, in 1773, he was chosen Professor of Mathematics in William and Mary 
College. When only twenty-eight years of age (1777), he was chosen president 
of that institution, and then again visited England to become better instructed 
in those acquirements which his station demanded. He returned in 1778, and then 
"commenced that long career of usefulness, which entitles him to be considered 
as one of the greatest benefactors of Virjj^inia." In 1784, he resigned his Professor- 
ship of Mathematics, and became Professor of Natural and Moral Philosophy, 
and International Law. These and the presidency he retained until his death. 
Until 1776, the Church of England had been the established religion in Vir- 
gmia. That year the Yu^ia Assembly repealed all laws requuing conformity 

1. See note 2, page <(!. 

2. There wm also • partial inoculation of the trooM itationM at Morristown, in New Jersey. 



Digitized by 



Google 



266 ABRAHAM BALDWIN. 

thereia There had never been a resident Bishop in Virginia. At a convention 
held in Richmond, in 1785, presided over by Dr. Madison, the subject of a res- 
ident Bish<^ was considered ; and the following year Rev. Dr. Griffith was re- 
quested to proceed to England, with White and Provost, and receive consecra- 
tion. Cfarcmnstances prevented his going ; and, in 1790, Dr. Madison was elected 
to fill the episcopate. He was consecrated at Lambetii, in September of that 
year. Bishop Madison made his first episcopal visitation in 1792. Although he 
labored with as much energy in the cause of his church, as a naturally feeble 
constitution and his coUeg^ duties would allow, it continually declined, and be- 
came almost extinct Many beautiful church edifices, built before the Revolu- 
tion, are now melancholy monuments of the decay of episcopacy in Virginia. 
The Protestant Episcopal Church there was finally revived under the evangelical 
labors of Bishop Moore, and is now in a flourishing condition. 

Bishop Madison continued to discharge the duties of his offices in William and 
Mary College after his occupation in the episcopal field was almost ended. He 
died on the 6th of March, 1812, at the age of about sixty-two years. Bishop 
Madison was an eminently literary man, and devout Christian professor. His 
remains are beneath a marble monument in the Chapel Hall of the Institution 
he so mush loved and cherished. 



ABRAHAM BALDWIN. 

II/E have but slight records on the page of history of Abraham Baldwin, « 
Tf brother-in-law of Joel Barlow, and, in many respects, one of the most 
useful of men. He was a native of Connecticut, but became an honored and 
much-beloved adopted citizen of the State of Greorgia. He was bom in 1754, 
and waa graduated at Yale College at the age of about eighteen years. From 
1775 until 1779. he was a tutor in that institution, and was one of the most 
eminent of the classical and mathematical scholars of that day. While teaching, 
he studied law, was admitted to practice, and then removed to Savannah. There 
he was admitted to the Georgia bar, and took an exalted position at once. 
Within three months after his arrival in Greorgia, he was elected a member of 
the State legislature. Being an ardent friend of education, he originated a plan 
for a university, drew up a charter by which it should be endowed with forty 
thousand acres of land, and with the aid of John Milledge, procured the sanction 
of the legislature. The college, known as the University of Greorgia, was located 
at Athens, and Josiah Meigs was appointed its first president 

Mr. Baldwin waa elected to a seat in Congress, in 1786, and the following 
year ho was chosen to represent Greorgia, with Colonel William Few as his col- 
league, in the convention that framed the Federal Constitution. He was con- 
tinued a member of Congress for ten years after the organization of the new 
government, when, in 1799, he and his friend Milledge were chosen United 
States Senators. He occupied that exalted position until his death, which oc- 
eurred at Washington city, on the 4th of March, 1807, when he was about fifty- 
three years of age. His remains were placed by thp side of those of his friend, 
General James Jackson, in the Congressional burying-ground. Mr. Baldwin 
was never married. His father died in 1787, and left six orphan children, half- 
brothers and sisters of Abraham. With the tenderness of a father he studied 
their welfare, and used his ample fortune in educating them all. They enjoyed 
his protection and aid until all were established for themselves in life-pursuita 
A truly good man was lost to earth, when Abraham Baldwin died. 
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